
Tuesday 18 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with Post Office Ltd regarding the future of the post 
office network in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20024) 

Fergus Ewing: As the white paper, Scotland’s Future makes clear, independence will allow post 
office services to focus on what is best for the communities and businesses across Scotland. The 
Scottish Government is in contact with a range of stakeholders, including Post Office Ltd, about the 
future of the post office network. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of how the post office network would operate in an 
independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20025) 

Fergus Ewing: As the white paper, Scotland’s Future makes clear, independence will allow post 
office services to focus on what is best for the communities and businesses across Scotland. On 
independence, Scotland will inherit our share of the state-owned Post Office Ltd, which provides a 
range of services through crown offices and sub-postmasters. The Scottish Government is in contact 
with a range of stakeholders over how the post office network would operate in an independent 
Scotland. 

Governance and Communities 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13054 by Derek Mackay on 5 March 2013, how many planning appeals in 
the (a) energy, (b) retail, (c) commercial property, (d) environmental waste management and (e) hotel, 
leisure and recreation sectors ministers have considered since February 2013 and with what outcome. 

Holding answer issued: 11 March 2014 (S4W-19928) 

Derek Mackay: Planning appeal decisions in the period 14 February 2013 to 13 March 2014 are set 
out by sector in the following table: 

 
Appeals Decided Number Allowed 

Energy 103 41 

Retail 11 8 

Commercial Property 20 11 

Environmental Waste Management 2 1 

Hotel, Leisure and Recreation 19 10 

 

Health and Social Care 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the procedures are for informing patients about the closure of their GP surgery. 

 (S4W-19993) 

Alex Neil: Patient registration arrangements are local contractual matters between NHS boards and 
GP practices. Where a GP practice is closing, it is the statutory duty of NHS boards to communicate 
with patients about this. 

In practice, this role will usually be carried out by the Practitioner Services Division within NHS 
National Services Scotland, acting on the boards’ behalf. 



Learning and Justice 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
(a) financial and (b) administrative staff support it gives to the Judicial Complaints Reviewer. 

 (S4W-20002) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government pays the Judicial Complaints Reviewer a daily fee 
together with office and travel expenses. Funding has also been provided for larger expenditure such 
as the cost of setting up a website and costs of obtaining independent legal advice. The Judicial 
Complaints Reviewer does not have any direct administrative staff support. However, she is able to 
obtain support from the Scottish Government, for example to print copies of her annual report and up-
load documents onto her website. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has for a 
second parliamentary chamber in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20061) 

Nicola Sturgeon: On page 572 of Scotland’s Future: your guide to an independent Scotland 
(available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348) the Scottish Government states: 
‘The current Scottish Government proposes that, from the date of independence, the Scottish 
Parliament will keep its current single chamber structure. This is similar to other comparable states 
which also have single chamber parliaments, such as New Zealand, Denmark, Norway and Sweden.’ 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to a parliamentary framework in an independent Scotland and what its position is on a 
bicameral parliament. 

 (S4W-20062) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20061 on 18 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
that a second parliamentary chamber would enhance or constrain the parliamentary process in an 
independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20063) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20061 on 18 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Transport Scotland 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13476 by Keith Brown on 19 March 2013, whether it now plans 
to extend the national concessionary travel scheme to include other community transport services and 
what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-19992) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has no plans to extend the national concessionary travel 
scheme to include additional categories of community transport services at this time. 

The scheme was designed for commercial bus services. Community transport is very different, 
involving an estimated 900 vehicles, of which around a third are buses or minibuses and around two 
thirds are cars. These provide a diverse range of services, many of which are very unlike conventional 
bus services. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Against this background, we agree with the conclusions of the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
Committee’s Report on Community transport in 2013, that there are a number of logistical and 
administrative difficulties which make including all community transport services in the scheme 
problematic. Cost is an important consideration. Age Scotland have estimated the additional cost to 
the scheme at around £11.2 million a year, though there are considerable uncertainties over this figure 
and the cost of extension would probably be higher, especially as this figure is based on existing fares 
and levels of usage. Other issues include the need for equipment, such as ticket machines, required to 
participate in the scheme and the possible need for multiple levels of reimbursement, since it has been 
suggested that community transport operators would require reimbursement at higher rates than 
commercial bus operators. 

 


