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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many new 
homes local authorities have completed since May 2011; how many are being built, and how many 
are planned to be completed by the end of the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-19695) 

Margaret Burgess: Official statistics in respect of the Affordable Housing Supply Programme are 
published by quarter and financial year. A total of 2,999 homes have been completed by local 
authorities since 1 April 2011 to the end of December 2013. A further 1,239 local authority homes had 
started on site but had not yet completed by 31 December 2013. At least 5,000 homes are expected 
to be completed by the end of the current parliamentary session. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many towns 
submitted bids for the Town Centre Housing Fund; how much each submitted, and how many homes 
will be affected. 

 (S4W-19696) 

Margaret Burgess: There were 25 proposals submitted to the Town Centre Housing Fund, 
received from 11 local authorities, five housing associations and eight private developers. The 
proposals encompassed empty properties in 21 towns across Scotland. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many homes 
have been redeveloped as a result of the Town Centre Housing Fund. 

 (S4W-19697) 

Margaret Burgess: The Town Centre Housing Fund will see 82 new homes developed from empty 
or derelict properties in seven towns across Scotland. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it has 
allocated the Affordable Housing Supply Programme funding, broken down by (a) scheme and (b) 
amount. 

 (S4W-19698) 

Margaret Burgess: The three-year Affordable Housing Supply Programme for 2012-13 to 2014-15 
is as summarised in the following table: 

Affordable Housing Supply Programme: 
2012-13 to 2014-15 

 
(£million) 

Strategic local programmes- 32 local authorities and Glasgow 
Housing Association 

 
743.250 

Low-cost Initiative for First-Time Buyers 112.095 

Home Owners’ Support Fund  30.000 

Other affordable housing projects  87.447 

Total 972.792 

The three-year planned budget of £87.447 million for other affordable housing projects is managed 
centrally and includes funding for increased subsidies for homes that are built to a greener standard 
and other affordable housing projects, including those that promote innovation. 

A table showing a further breakdown of the strategic local programmes by local authority, together 
with the planned programme for 2015-16, can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-
Environment/Housing/investment/ahsp/AHSPBudgetallocation 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/investment/ahsp/AHSPBudgetallocation
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/investment/ahsp/AHSPBudgetallocation


Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the 
Affordable Housing Supply Programme funding has been spent. 

 (S4W-19699) 

Margaret Burgess: From 1 April 2012 to the end of January 2014, a total of £485 million has been 
spent on the Affordable Housing Supply Programme (AHSP). 

Following the end of each financial year, actual outturn figures for the AHSP against budgets are 
published on the Scottish Government website. The following is a link to the AHSP outturn reports 
published on the Scottish Government website since 2008-09: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/investment/ahip 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications there have been for the (a) New Shared Equity Scheme, (b) New Shared Equity Scheme 
with Developers and (c) Open Market Shared Equity Scheme and how many have been successful, in 
each year since 2011. 

 (S4W-19700) 

Margaret Burgess: Information on the number of application forms received for the New Supply 
Shared Equity Scheme and New Supply Shared Equity Scheme with Developers schemes is not held 
centrally. These schemes are administered directly by registered social landlords who have built the 
properties or are acting as agents for the private developers. 

The number of application forms received for the Open Market Shared Equity Scheme and the 
number of applications eligible to participate in the scheme are provided in the following table: 

Year Number of Application 
Forms Received 

Number of Application Forms 
Eligible to Participate in the scheme 

2011-12 404 270 

2012-13 921 767 

*2013-14 1542 1436  

 

The number of completions for a) New Supply Shared Equity Scheme; b) New Supply Shared 
Equity with Developers Scheme, and c) Open Market Shared Equity Scheme are provided in the 
following table: 

Year NSSE 
 

New Supply Share Equity 
with Developers 

OMSE 

2011-12 446 120 186 

2012-13 302 73 533 

*2013-14 201 5 706  

* These figures are for the period from 1
 
April 2013 to 31 December 2013. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications have been made to the Greener Homes Innovation Scheme and by which organisations, 
in each year since 2011; how many have been successful; how many homes there will be, and where 
they will be built. 

 (S4W-19704) 

Margaret Burgess: The Greener Homes Innovation Scheme was open for applications between 
September 2012 and January 2013. There were 31 applications and 14 were successful in achieving 
funding.  

The organisations who bid were: Orkney Islands Council, Partick Housing Association, Irvine 
Housing Association, Loretto Housing Association, Moray Council, Houses for Heroes, Strachmor Ltd, 
James Keillor Estates Ltd, Dumfries and Galloway Housing Partnership, Perth and Kinross Council, 
Clyde Valley Housing Association, CCG, Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust, North 
Lanarkshire Council, Tigh Grian Ltd, West Highland Housing Association, Aberdeenshire Council, 
Glasgow Housing Association, Cube Housing Association and South Lanarkshire Council. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/investment/ahip


We anticipate there will be 319 homes built and they will be built in the local authorities of 
Aberdeenshire, Argyll and Bute, Clackmannanshire, Dumfries and Galloway, Highlands, Glasgow, 
North Ayrshire and South Lanarkshire. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications have been made to the Empty Homes Loan Fund and how many have been successful; 
how many homes have been brought back into use as a result, and how many are now occupied. 

 (S4W-19705) 

Margaret Burgess: A total of 20 applications were made to the Empty Homes Loan Fund; of these 
17 projects were approved for funding. The majority of successful applicants are councils who will use 
these funds to on-lend money to individual owners to bring their properties back into use. 

The fund is still in its first year of operation and accordingly we do not have information on the 
number of homes brought back into use at this stage. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has carried out of the likely impact of changes to the energy company obligation on the funding of the 
Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland. 

 (S4W-19825) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We are in regular discussion with the delivery partners for the Home Energy 
Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS), including local councils, to assess the likely impact of 
the UK Government’s proposed changes to the energy company obligation (ECO) on HEEPS and 
how to mitigate this. 

ECO is a UK Government scheme which places legal obligations on energy companies. It operates 
across England, Scotland and Wales and there is no separate funding allocation for Scotland. 
Statistics on delivery of ECO over the first nine months of the obligation show that Scotland has 
received a greater than pro-rata share of the measures funded by energy companies under the 
obligation across Great Britain. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it has engaged 

with stakeholders in Scotland to assess the impact of changes to the energy company obligation. 

 

(S4W-19826)

Margaret Burgess: We have regular meetings with a range of stakeholders to discuss the energy 

company obligation (ECO) and to work closely with delivery partners on the Home Energy Efficiency 

Programmes for Scotland. Stakeholders with whom we engage regularly include, amongst others: 

local authorities, registered social landlords, the National Insulation Association, energy companies, 

the Fuel Poverty Forum and its ECO sub-group. We also keep stakeholders up to date on ECO 

activity through our regular Scottish Government ECO newsletter and we encourage stakeholders to 

join the newsletter’s mailing list. 

  These contacts will inform our response to the UK Government’s consultation on their proposed 

changes to the ECO. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether additional 
funding will be made available for the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland in the event 
that funding from the energy company obligation declines. 

 (S4W-19827) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is currently working closely with local authorities, 
obligated energy companies and other delivery partners to assess the impact of the changes to the 
energy company obligation (ECO) on the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS). 



We will continue to use our HEEPS funding to maximise leverage under ECO and have relaxed the 
criteria for accessing Scottish Government funding to ensure support for those in fuel poverty 
continues. 

Longer term, we have set out our commitment in Scotland’s Future about what we would do in an 
independent Scotland. We plan to remove certain obligations from energy bills and maintain current 
funding levels from central resources. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what alternative 
funding sources it is investigating for the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland in the 
event that funding from the energy company obligation declines. 

 (S4W-19828) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is currently working closely with local authorities, 
obligated energy companies and other delivery partners to assess the impact of the changes to the 
energy company obligation (ECO) on the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS). 

There is a fixed budget within Government and we are unable to compensate for the decline in ECO 
caused by Westminster policy changes. However, we will attempt to meet the challenge by exploring 
all possible routes of funding including Green Deal, Scottish Government funding streams for 
community renewables, European funding and other relevant public and private sources of finance. 

Longer term, we have set out our commitment in Scotland’s Future about what we would do in an 
independent Scotland. We plan to remove certain obligations from energy bills and maintain current 
funding levels from central resources. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has carried out of the likely impact of changes to the energy company obligation on its ability to (a) 
tackle fuel poverty and (b) meet the emissions targets set out in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009. 

 (S4W-19829) 

Nicola Sturgeon: On fuel poverty: the UK Government’s proposed changes to the energy company 
obligation (ECO) will have implications for the delivery of our Home Energy Efficiency Programme 
(HEEPS). We are working closely with delivery partners to better understand their likely impact. We 
will continue to use our HEEPS funding to maximise leverage under ECO and have relaxed the criteria 
for accessing Scottish Government funding to ensure support for those in fuel poverty continues. 

On emissions targets set out in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009: we expect the policy 
framework we have developed, as set out in the second Report on Proposals and Policies will allow us 
to meet our targets. Its flexibility allows us to deliver more where we can and we will continue to seek 
additional ways in which we can maximise the impact of the investments we make. Scottish 
households have received a greater than pro-rata share of the measures delivered under ECO.  

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
households have had energy efficiency measures installed under the affordable warmth scheme, 
broken down by type of measure. 

 (S4W-19830) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Some 1,500 households are reported by energy companies to have received 
installations in the period to end January 2014. Measures installed include: gas boilers, full gas central 
heating systems, heating controls, loft insulation and cavity wall insulation. The Scottish Government 
will publish a fuller breakdown by measure once this has been provided by all energy companies 
participating in the Affordable Warmth scheme. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
households have had energy efficiency measures installed under the energy assistance scheme, 
broken down by type of measure. 



 (S4W-19831) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The following table shows the number of households whose installations have 
been completed (i.e. passed inspection) and for which the Scottish Government has been invoiced for 
both the energy assistance scheme and stage 4 of the energy assistance package in the period April 
to December 2013. The Scottish Government will publish data for the full 2013-14 financial year in due 
course: 

Installation type Energy Assistance 
Scheme 

Energy Assistance 
Package (Stage 4) 

Total 

Central Heating Systems 1697 3649 5346 

Of which:    

Gas 1591 2897 4488 

Electric Dry 51 398 449 

Oil 33 203 236 

LPG 18 81 99 

Solid Fuel 4 37 41 

Air Source Heat Pump 0 25 25 

Electric Wet 0 8 8 

Insulation only (including 
mobile home insulation) 68 225 293 

Total 1765 3874 5639 

Installations completed under stage 4 of the Energy Assistance Package relate to applications made 
prior to 1 April 2014. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
households have received support under the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland area 
based schemes initiative, broken down by (a) local authority area and (b) type of support. 

 (S4W-19832) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We do not hold information on the number of households which have received 
support under the area based element of the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland. We 
are working with local authorities and other delivery agents to gather this data. 

Councils have until September 2014 to install measures funded from the 2013-14 area based 
schemes programme. Final information on delivery through the area based schemes will therefore not 
be available until after this date. 

However, our area based schemes are designed to work alongside the energy company obligation 
and, based on quarterly information provided by the Department of Energy and Climate Change, we 
know that around 32,000 energy efficiency measures have been installed in Scottish households 
between January and September 2013. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will announce 
the second round of funding for the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland area based 
schemes initiative. 

 (S4W-19833) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Our budget for the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS) is 
£74 million in 2013-14. We will spend nearly a quarter of a billion pounds over a three year period on 
fuel poverty and energy efficiency. For each of the next two years the Scottish Government spending 
plans allocated funding of £79 million for fuel poverty. 

On 3 March 2014 we announced that £60 million of HEEPS funding has been allocated to local 
authorities for area based fuel poverty schemes for next financial year 2014-15. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-18027 by Nicola Sturgeon on 13 November 2013, what progress it is making on 



delivering its statutory duty ‘to ensure, so far as reasonably practicable, that people are not living in 
fuel poverty in Scotland by November 2016’. 

 (S4W-19834) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is committed to eradicating fuel poverty and is doing 
everything within its limited powers to achieve this. 

Fuel poverty statistics published in December 2013 show a reduction in the number of households 
living in fuel poverty in Scotland. Between October 2011 and mid 2012 there was a 3.4% drop in fuel 
poverty, this equates to around 74,000 households, with improved energy efficiency contributing two-
thirds of the fall. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will next 
publish a progress report on the fuel poverty statement. 

 (S4W-19835) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 set a statutory duty on the Scottish Government 
to eradicate fuel poverty in Scotland, as far as reasonably practicable by November 2016. The 
Scottish Fuel Poverty Statement was published in August 2002 and last reviewed in November 2010. 
The next review is planned to be published by the end of 2014. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking 
to ensure that the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland support the needs of rural and 
off-grid households. 

 (S4W-19836) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government funding for area based fuel poverty schemes is distributed 
across all councils in Scotland. £42 million of the £60 million available is allocated on the basis of need 
which takes into account levels of fuel poverty and reflects the different types of properties within rural 
areas. This ensures that funding is directed to those areas most in need of assistance, including our 
rural areas. 

This year’s funding will support delivery in off-gas grid areas by providing specific funding to be used 
to deliver heating and insulation improvements for low-income and vulnerable households who meet 
the affordable warmth eligibility criteria in off-gas grid properties. 

We are also considering how we can use our funding programmes to best meet the needs of off-gas 
grid households. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish its 
response to the consultation, European Structural and Investment Funds 2014-2020 Programmes, 
and whether it plans to use the funds to support home energy efficiency and domestic 
microrenewables schemes. 

 (S4W-19837) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The recent consultation generated 80 responses and the final report will be 
published by 14 March 2014. There is currently considerable support for domestic energy efficiency 
within Scotland, and the structural funds must not duplicate that provision, and either fill gaps or create 
enhanced support. The provision of home energy efficiency has therefore not been considered the 
highest priority for the use of the funds. In terms of wider energy support, the 2014-20 programmes 
will focus primarily on supporting energy initiatives in the non-domestic sector to support SME growth, 
innovation and the development of the low carbon economy. In addition, an intervention aiming to 
support active community partnership models and projects is under consideration; this could create 
opportunities for domestic energy and micro-renewable schemes at a community level. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
available to households to undertake enabling works to prepare for energy efficiency measures. 



 (S4W-19838) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government provides funding to local councils through area based 
schemes to support households to undertake enabling works to prepare for energy efficiency. In 2014-
15 fifteen per cent of the £60 million area based scheme budget is available to councils for enabling 
works. This can cover the costs of loft clearance and other preparatory work in advance of the 
installation of energy efficiency measures. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Bill will make it easier for local authorities to engage local SMEs as 
installers for the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland initiative. 

 (S4W-19839) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Procurement Reform (Scotland) Bill introduced to the Scottish Parliament on 
3 October 2013 will establish a national legislative framework for sustainable public procurement that 
supports Scotland’s economic growth through improved procurement practice. It will help tackle 
unnecessary inconsistencies for suppliers doing business with the public sector and will help ensure 
that doing business with the public sector can be simple, transparent and more accessible to 
suppliers, especially SMEs. 

Funding for the area based element of our Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland 
(HEEPS) is distributed to local authorities. It is for them to determine the most suitable means of 
procuring the work. However, as part of the criteria for accessing HEEPS funding we are clear that 
projects should support the local economy as much as possible. Councils are requested to provide 
details on how their proposed schemes support local economic activity, small businesses and provide 
opportunities for apprenticeships. This information is considered as part of our assessment of requests 
for HEEPS funding. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
the energy efficiency standard for social housing. 

 (S4W-19840) 

Margaret Burgess: The Energy Efficiency Standard for Social Housing is anticipated to be 
published shortly following constructive discussions and engagement with the representatives of social 
landlords and local authorities. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress it is 
making on delivering the recommendations in A Low Carbon Building Standards Strategy for Scotland: 
2013 Update. 

 (S4W-19841) 

Derek Mackay: Building standards officials are in the process of investigating the 15 additional 
recommendations made in the 2013 update of the original 2007 Sullivan Report.  

In announcing deferment of the next set of energy standards in building regulations until October 
2015, I have already acted upon the first recommendation made by the panel under the ‘Eventual and 
Staged Standards’ topic. 

At this time, the focus of officials and the construction industry has turned to the development of an 
‘action plan’ in support of the 2015 standards, referred to in the fifth recommendation under the 
‘Eventual and Staged Standards’ topic. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Regulation 
of Energy Efficiency in Private Sector Homes working group will present for consultation draft 
regulations to improve the energy efficiency of existing private sector housing. 

 (S4W-19842) 



Nicola Sturgeon: The Regulation of Energy Efficiency in Private Sector houses working group will 
make recommendations to Scottish Ministers on draft regulations that would set minimum standards of 
energy efficiency in existing private sector housing. Draft Regulations are expected to be published for 
consultation in spring 2015. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Housing 
(Scotland) Bill will include provisions relating to energy efficiency measures as common works by 
householders. 

 (S4W-19843) 

Margaret Burgess: The Housing (Scotland) Bill amends the powers of local authorities to require 
home owners to carry out work on homes that are below tolerable standard, and this includes homes 
that lack satisfactory thermal insulation. The Bill also includes a provision to enable local authorities to 
pay missing shares where a majority of home owners agree common works under the Tenement 
Management Scheme, and this can include works to install insulation. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it is tackling 
the barriers faced by LGBT people when accessing public services. 

 (S4W-19902) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government has provided funding of almost £300,000 to Stonewall 
Scotland between 2012-15 to work with public bodies who request support to improve the services 
they deliver to LGBT people. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether specialist 
information is given to LGBT people when accessing housing services. 

 (S4W-19903) 

Margaret Burgess: By complying with equalities legislation and the Scottish Social Housing Charter 
social landlords will understand the needs of different customers including LGBT people and will 
deliver services and provide access to housing services that recognise those needs. Stonewall 
Scotland has been a recipient of Scottish Government funding for equality focussed work since 2001. 
Their work has included the provision of housing information and advice. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what training is 
given to local authority staff on how to deal with homophobic and transphobic discrimination. 

 (S4W-19904) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government has provided funding of almost £300,000 to Stonewall 
Scotland between 2012-15 to work with public bodies who request support to improve the services 
they deliver to LGBT people. Part of this funding supports seminars on training, staff engagement and 
policy development for public bodies. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the NHS 
provides training for staff on (a) specific health concerns of and (b) issues faced by LGBT people. 

 (S4W-19905) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards have a responsibility to ensure that their staff are appropriately trained and 
are able to deliver person-centred care to all patients and their families. 

To support NHS boards, NHS Education for Scotland has produced Addressing LGBT Health 
Inequalities’, a learning resource on health inequalities for LGBT people. The resource can be 
accessed at: www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/making-a-difference.aspx. 

http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/making-a-difference.aspx


NHS Education for Scotland continues to embed issues facing LGBT people in its wider educational 
work. Examples include its educational resources supporting the carers’ strategy and the generic 10 
essential shared capabilities. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the impact will be on its budget of the UK Government's decision to end the Local Welfare 
Assistance Fund. 

 (S4W-19913) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government is responsible for its own local welfare provision 
called the Scottish Welfare Fund. As detailed in the budget, despite an 11.1% real terms reduction in 
our discretionary spending power over five years, the funding level for the Scottish Welfare Fund will 
be maintained at £33 million for 2014-15, and 2015-16. We recognise the challenges households face 
in the current economic climate and will maintain planned funding for the Scottish Welfare Fund in 
2015-16 irrespective of any decisions taken by the Department for Work and Pensions. Its decision to 
end funding for local welfare provision in England will have no impact on the Scottish budget. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the potential impact on poverty in Scotland, what its position is on reports that the UK 
Government is considering charging people for appealing a decision to stop their benefits. 

 (S4W-19914) 

Margaret Burgess: We have not been made aware of this proposal by the UK Government but, if 
implemented, it would present yet another challenge to vulnerable people in Scotland already dealing 
with welfare reforms that could potentially reduce welfare expenditure in Scotland by over £4.5 billion 
in the five years to 2014-15. The Scottish Government wants a welfare system that is simpler, makes 
work pay, lifts people out of poverty and ensures fair and decent support for all. The UK Government’s 
reforms are not the answer and risk undermining our efforts around tackling poverty. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many property owners under its help to buy scheme it has bought out of the 
agreement. 

 (S4W-19915) 

Margaret Burgess: Under the scheme a buyer can purchase a new-build property, up to the value 
of £400,000, with the Scottish Government purchasing an equity share of up to 20% of the property. 

There is no set deadline by which purchasers must repay to Scottish Government the equity support 
which they receive through the Help to Buy (Scotland) Scheme. The Scottish scheme runs on 
indefinitely and purchasers can decide to acquire all or some of the Scottish Government’s retained 
equity stake in their home at a time of their own choosing. Alternatively, the equity support will be 
repaid upon the occurrence of certain events, the most common one being when the purchaser 
decides to sell their home. 

Currently no-one has repaid their equity share. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many property owners under its help to buy scheme have expressed a wish 
to be bought out of the agreement and how many have been rejected. 

 (S4W-19916) 

Margaret Burgess: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19915 on 10 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Health and Social Care 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many vaccines in the current childhood vaccination schedule are 
manufactured using cell culture technology. 

 (S4W-19969) 

Michael Matheson: The vaccines in the current childhood vaccination schedule which are 
manufactured using cell culture technology are limited to those which are live vaccines, or derived 
from live viral vaccine sources. These are listed below, organised by the age at which children receive 
each vaccine. 

2 months: 
Rotavirus vaccine (Rotarix® - GSK): The rotavirus virus is produced in Vero cells. 
DTaP/IPV/Hib (Pediacel® - Sanofi Pasteur MSD): The polio virus is produced in Vero cells. 
 
3 months: 
Rotavirus vaccine (Rotarix® - GSK) – as above. 
DTaP/IPV/Hib (Pediacel® - Sanofi Pasteur MSD) – as above. 
 
4 months: 
DTaP/IPV/Hib (Pediacel® - Sanofi Pasteur MSD) – as above. 
 
12/13 months: 
MMR vaccine (Priorix® - GSK): The measles and mumps viruses are produced in chick embryo 
cells; the rubella virus is produced in human diploid (MRC-5) cells.  
Or MMRVAXPRO – Sanofi Pasteur MSD: The measles and mumps viruses are produced in chick 
embryo cells; the rubella virus is produced in WI-38 human diploid lung fibroblasts. 
 
3 years 4 months: 
DTap/IPV (Repevax® - Sanofi Pasteur MSD) or dTap/IPV (infanrix®IPV – GSK): In both cases the 
polio virus is produced in Vero cells. 
MMR vaccine (Priorix® - GSK) or MMRVAXPRO – Sanofi Pasteur MSD): as above. 
 
12-18 years: 
Td/IPV (Revaxis®  - Sanofi Pasteur MSD): The polio virus is produced in Vero cells. 
Seasonal influenza vaccine (6 months – 18 years) 
Live attenuated intranasal Vaccine (Fluenz® - GSK): the influenza vaccine is produced in Vero cells. 
 
This list does not include HPV, as for HPV vaccine (Gardasil® - Sanofi Pasteur MSD) the L1 protein 

in the form of virus-like particles is produced in yeast cells (Saccharomyces cerevisiae CANADE 3C-5 
(Strain 1895)) by recombinant DNA technology. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to introduce high risk screening for type 2 diabetes. 

 (S4W-19971) 

Michael Matheson: There are currently no plans to introduce high risk screening for type 2 
diabetes.  

The Scottish Government takes its advice on screening programmes from the National Screening 
Committee (NSC). The current advice from the NSC is that screening for type 2 diabetes is not 
recommended. 

The NSC regularly reviews its policies and is currently undertaking a review of its policy on diabetes. 
A consultation on the current review is due to end on 24 March 2014. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) it, (b) 
any of its agencies or (c) any non-departmental public body keeps records of people (i) entering or (ii) 
in prison with a special educational needs profile. 



 (S4W-19713) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

‘We are not familiar with the term ‘special educational needs profile’ and therefore advise the 
Scottish Prison Service does not collate data on the number of people entering or in prison with a 
special educational needs profile. 

For further information I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19715 and S4W-19716 on 
10 March 2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
keep records of prisoners who identify as having or have a profile of special educational needs and 
whether it has discussed this with the Scottish Prison Service. 

 (S4W-19715) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

‘We are not familiar with the term ‘special educational needs profile’, but can advise that following 
discussions with the Scottish Government in 2011, a decision was made to trial a new bespoke 
learning difficulties/disabilities profiling tool developed by the ‘Dyscovery Centre’ at the University of 
South Wales. The ‘Do-it’ profiler tool does not diagnose or label specific conditions but does provide a 
comprehensive profile of the individual across the spectrum or learning difficulties/disabilities and 
offers guidance for addressing areas of learning need. The pilot will conclude in May 2014. 

SPS is also working closely with greater Glasgow and Clyde Health Board to progress a pilot project 
across three prisons in the west of Scotland to identify prisoners with learning disabilities. The pilot is 
using the individually administered Hayes ability screening index screening to index incidence of 
intellectual abilities. Participation in both the pilots is voluntary. 

For further information I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19716 on 10 March 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.’ 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many prisoners 
there are who have a special educational needs profile or have identified as having difficulties with 
reading, writing or communication and how many (a) have moderate learning difficulties, (b) have 
language and communication support needs, (c) are physically disabled, (d) are visually or hearing 
impaired, (e) have autism spectrum disorders and (f) have any other special educational needs. 

 (S4W-19716) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

‘The Scottish Prison Service (SPS) does not centrally collate data as to how many prisoners have a 
special educational needs profile as this is not a term we are familiar with.  

In terms of difficulties with reading, writing and communication, SPS Learning and Skills Services 
providers offer literacy and numeracy screening to the following groups of prisoners: all prisoners 
serving six months or more; convicted young people (under 18 years old); females serving 31 days or 
more; and, where capacity permits, all other prisoners serving or remanded for 30 days or more.  

Participation in this screening is voluntary. The results of this screening for the period 2012-13 
demonstrate that 70% of prisoners who choose to participate in the screening process lacked 
functional literacy while 83% lack functional numeracy, as defined in Scottish Credit and Qualifications 
Framework (SCQF) levels 4 and below. 
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The SPS does not routinely collect information as to how many prisoners have (a) have moderate 
learning difficulties, (b) have language and communication support needs, (c) are physically disabled, 
(d) are visually or hearing impaired, (e) have autism spectrum disorders and (f) have any other special 
educational needs. However since 7 August 2013, SPS have asked all persons on admission to our 
custody to self-declare any disability and this information is recorded in our prisoner records system. I 
have provided below details of the types of disabilities self-declared by those persons admitted to our 
custody from 7 August 2013 until 3 March 2014: 

Type of Disability Number of Prisoners 

Dyslexia  49 

Hearing Difficulties  48 

Learning Difficulties  68 

Mental Illness 248 

Other  30 

Progressive Condition  60 

Reduced Mobility  207 

Reduced Physical Capacity  214 

Refused To Disclose  11 

Severe Disfigurement  11 

Speech Impediment  7 

Visual Impairment  44 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many prisoners 
in each year since 2007 (a) with a special educational needs profile or (b) who identified as having 
problems with reading, writing or communication (i) have had moderate learning difficulties, (ii) have 
had language and communication support needs, (iii) have been physically disabled, (iv) have been 
visually or hearing impaired, (v) have had autism spectrum disorders and (vi) have had any other 
special educational needs. 

 (S4W-19717) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

‘I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19716 on 10 March 2014. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.’ 

 

Transport Scotland 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
legislative justification there was for it buying Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

 (S4W-19671) 

Keith Brown: The acquisition of Glasgow Prestwick Airport was not carried out under statutory 
powers. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
value-for-money processes it followed to ensure that the purchase of Glasgow Prestwick Airport was 
in the national interest. 

 (S4W-19672) 

Keith Brown: The business plan developed to inform the decision to acquire Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport set out its commercial opportunities, a repositioning strategy, the level of funding required and 
the likely financial returns available. All funding being provided to Glasgow Prestwick Airport, except 
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for vital safety expenditure, is being made on a commercial basis. The airport already employed 360 
people and indirectly supported 1500 jobs. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what due 
diligence it (a) has undertaken and (b) will undertake to prove that the purchase of Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport is in the national interest and what assessment it has made of the potential displacement of 
aeronautic and airport-related businesses in and around Glasgow Airport. 

 (S4W-19673) 

Keith Brown: (a) Confirmatory due diligence was completed prior to the acquisition of Glasgow 
Prestwick Airport, including the development of a business plan that demonstrates it is reasonable to 
expect to make a long term return on the investment. This did not include an assessment of the 
potential displacement of aeronautic and airport-related businesses in and around Glasgow Airport. (b) 
A ‘stage 2’ business plan will be developed, building on the earlier work and set out the commercial 
opportunities available to the airport.  

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
implications of the purchase of Glasgow Prestwick Airport are for the private sector owners of 
Scotland’s other airports. 

 (S4W-19674) 

Keith Brown: Since the acquisition of Prestwick we have continued to provide support to other 
Scottish airports as part of our collective efforts to develop new routes. That work will continue on a 
‘level playing field’ basis leaving airlines to decide which airport they wish to fly to. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
investment plans are for Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

 (S4W-19675) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has provided Glasgow Prestwick Airport with £3 million in 
working capital for 2013-14. Further working capital will be provided, where required. The business 
plan developed for the acquisition of Glasgow Prestwick Airport also identified that an initial 
repositioning capital investment of £2.25 million will be required to modernise the terminal facilities, 
enhance the passenger experience and generally freshen and rebrand the airport. This expenditure is 
anticipated to be incurred during 2014-15. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to produce an aviation strategy that will produce similar levels of investment at Glasgow and 
other Scottish airports to the investment made at Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

 (S4W-19676) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has no plans to invest directly in privately owned airports. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to the impact of its buying Glasgow Prestwick Airport on (a) private 
businesses operating in close proximity to the airport and (b) current land use. 

 (S4W-19677) 

Keith Brown: The decision to acquire Glasgow Prestwick Airport recognised its strategic 
importance to the aerospace cluster around it, the Ayrshire economy, and to the wider regional and 
national economy in Scotland, including the 360 directly employed personnel and the 1500 jobs 
indirectly supported by Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

 



Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
Scottish Enterprise’s role was in the purchase of Glasgow Prestwick Airport and whether its board 
members have an active business interest in the airport's operations. 

 (S4W-19678) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Enterprise provided commercial and aviation advice throughout the 
confirmatory due diligence exercise and during the development of the business plan used to inform 
the decision to acquire Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

I will ask the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise to write to you with the information you 
requested with regards to its board members. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
projections are for growth in passenger numbers as a result of its investment in Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport and whether this growth will be supported through the creation of a route development fund. 

 (S4W-19679) 

Keith Brown: The business plan developed to inform the decision to acquire Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport included a projection of passenger numbers. Information in the business plan, including 
passenger growth projections, is considered commercially confidential. The Scottish Government has 
no plans to introduce a route development fund either nationally or in relation to a specific airport, as 
this would be incompatible with state aid rules. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has a strategy to encourage new airlines and routes to operate from Glasgow Prestwick Airport and 
whether it plans to offer a further subsidy to Ryanair. 

 (S4W-19680) 

Keith Brown: A ‘stage 2’ business plan will be developed for Glasgow Prestwick Airport, building on 
the earlier work and setting out the commercial opportunities available to the airport, the 
recommended repositioning strategy, and the likely level of funding required to deliver these 
aspirations. 

The contents of this ‘stage 2’ business plan will be commercially confidential. However, a strategic 
vision will be developed in conjunction with it, and published, detailing the medium to longer term 
aspirations and intentions for the development of Glasgow Prestwick Airport.  

No subsidy has been provided to Ryanair and none is planned. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the quality of the road network and the lack of a rail link into and out of Glasgow Airport were factors in 
its decision to invest in Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

 (S4W-19681) 

Keith Brown: No. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it gave to the issue of state aid when deciding whether to buy Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport. 

 (S4W-19682) 

Keith Brown: Confirmatory due diligence completed prior to acquisition of Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport considered European Union state aid rules and requirements. The business plan prepared to 
inform the decision to acquire Glasgow Prestwick Airport demonstrated that the Scottish 
Government’s ownership would be undertaken on a commercial basis, and that it satisfied the market 
economy investor principle. 

 



Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it gave to the value of land in proximity to Glasgow Prestwick Airport when deciding 
whether to buy the airport. 

 (S4W-19683) 

Keith Brown: The value of land owned by Glasgow Prestwick Airport was considered in the 
business plan developed to inform the decision to acquire the airport. The value of land not owned by 
Glasgow Prestwick Airport but in its proximity was not considered. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that the (a) cancellation of the Glasgow Airport Rail Link project, (b) reduction in the number 
of trains stopping at Paisley Gilmour Street and (c) issues affecting road access to and from Glasgow 
Airport is/are hindering Glasgow Airport's ability to compete with other Scottish airports. 

 (S4W-19686) 

Keith Brown: In relation to surface access, Transport Scotland has been working with Glasgow 
Airport and Glasgow and Renfrewshire Councils since 2010 in the delivery of the Glasgow Airport 
Strategic Transport Network Study. This work allows us to compare the performance of a wide range 
of transport measures with a view to improving public transport access to the airport and a final report 
is expected to be published soon. 

This report indicates that the decision to cancel the Glasgow Airport Rail Link project was correct, as 
there are better ways to achieve the same objectives. 

Initial examination of the results suggest there is much more that can be done to improve the levels 
of bus accessibility to the airport, particularly linking to Paisley Gilmour Street Station. In the longer 
term, the study indicates that a tram/train option running from the airport could be the most effective 
way to improve public transport access to the airport from the city centre. 

There has been no reduction in the number of trains stopping at Paisley Gilmour Street Station. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
(a) it or (b) Transport Scotland has provided funding to ScotRail to facilitate a reduced fare offer to 
Ryanair passengers travelling to and from Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

 (S4W-19687) 

Keith Brown: ScotRail offer free or reduced price rail travel to all airline passengers using Glasgow 
Prestwick Airport. No specific funding is provided by (a) The Scottish Government or (b) Transport 
Scotland, for these offers. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

 

S4W-19903 

S4W-19692 

S4W-19693 

S4W-19694 


