
Thursday 6 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether home compostable carrier bags already sold in some supermarkets 
will be exempt from the proposed 5p charge on single-use carrier bags. 

 (S4W-19665) 

Richard Lochhead: The proposed regulations are yet to be finalised. Compostable carrier bags will 
be included in the proposed charging scheme, as the purpose is to encourage people to use fewer 
bags and promote re-use, rather than switching to different materials. 

There is potential for compostable carrier bags to help boost engagement with food waste 
collections by providing low cost food caddy liners, but only in certain restricted circumstances where 
local authorities and reprocessors agree that the specific compostable bags can be handled with food 
waste without increasing contamination. We are, therefore, exploring scope to facilitate this through 
the scheme in dialogue with retailers. 

 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how it is encouraging collaboration between local authorities and 
supermarkets that want to sell home compostable carrier bags at checkouts. 

 (S4W-19666) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19665 on 6 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at the following address:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the distribution of dual-use home compostable carrier bags will have 
an impact on reducing contamination at biowaste treatment plants. 

 (S4W-19667) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19665 on 6 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at the following address:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether there are cost savings in relation to food waste collection when 
supermarkets sell home compostable carrier bags at the checkout. 

 (S4W-19668) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19665 on 6 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at the following address:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the costs of certified, dual-use compostable carrier bags will be 
considered reasonable costs in the proposed regulations on charging for carrier bags. 

 (S4W-19669) 
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Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19665 on 6 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at the following address: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will undertake a review of the ban on the docking of tails of working 
dogs. 

 (S4W-19684) 

Richard Lochhead: We expect the results of the research that we commissioned from Glasgow 
University on tail injuries in working dogs to be published in the near future, as peer-reviewed papers 
in an independent scientific journal. When this research is published we will consider whether further 
action needs to be taken to protect working dogs from injury. 

 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of research undertaken by the University of 
Glasgow College of Medical, Veterinary and Life Sciences into tail injuries in working dogs. 

 (S4W-19685) 

Richard Lochhead: We expect the results of the research that we commissioned by Glasgow 
University on tail injuries in working dogs to be published in the near future, as peer-reviewed papers 
in an independent scientific journal. We believe the research will provide a sound basis to discuss 
whether further action needs to be taken to protect working dogs from injury. 

 

Finance 

 Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has a purchasing policy that refers to fairly traded products and, if so, what it requires. 

Holding answer issued: 3 March 2014 (S4W-19747) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government issued guidance of fair and ethical trading through a 
Scottish Procurement Policy Note in 2005, which outlines how public bodies can procure fair and 
ethically traded goods and services in a manner consistent with EU procurement law. This guidance 
formed part of the Scottish Sustainable Procurement Action Plan, published in 2009. 

The Scottish Fair Trade Forum has agreed to work with the Scottish Government to progress the 
uptake of fair and ethically traded goods and services through public procurement. 

 

Governance and Communities 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
there has been a delay in the publication of its updated race equality statement and what the expected 
publication date is. 

 (S4W-19873) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answers to questions S4W-17153 on 26 September 
2013 and S4W-17576 on 18 October 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are 
available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will list 
each of the (a) outcomes achieved and (b) action plans developed as a result of the Scottish 
Government Race Equality Statement. 

 (S4W-19874) 
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Shona Robison: An assessment of progress will be published as part of our work to refresh the 
race equality statement in spring 2014. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who it has 
consulted regarding the development of its updated race equality statement. 

 (S4W-19876) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17577 on 18 October 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.  

 

Health and Social Care 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many carers each local authority employs; which authorities have a 
shortage and by how many, and what its position is on this. 

 (S4W-19890) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of care and support staff employed by each local authority is 
not held centrally. 

We are aware that some local authorities are experiencing difficulties in recruiting care and support 
staff, and we are in discussion with representatives of the sector about how best we can support the 
social care sector to ensure that all clients in Scotland receive the service they deserve. 

 

 George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish details of its proposed peer-approved clinical system and what role (a) patients' and (b) other 
representative groups will have in the development of this. 

 (S4W-19923) 

Alex Neil: The new peer approved clinical system (PACS) is due to be rolled out in May 2014 and 
the Scottish Government will publish details of PACS following implementation of a new approach by 
the Scottish Medicines Consortium. 

The Scottish Government has listened to the views of patients and patient interest groups regarding 
a replacement approach to the current individual patient treatment request arrangements to inform the 
new approach. 

 

 George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps 
the Scottish Medicines Consortium is taking regarding (a) improving the transparency of and (b) 
increasing patients' groups' involvement with the development of its processes. 

 (S4W-19924) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Medicines Consortium’s (SMC) Patient and Public Involvement Group 
(PAPIG) is responsible for ensuring that the patient/carer perspective is always taken into 
consideration by the SMC. Patient interest groups are able to collate comments from a number of 
patients and carers and provide these in the form of a submission of evidence to SMC. These 
submissions are an important part of the SMC’s assessment process and the SMC’s detailed advice 
document (DAD) for each medicine appraised includes a section to summarise the patient and public 
involvement. 

In preparation for meeting in public from May 2014, the SMC invited patient interest groups who had 
made a submission for the medicines under consideration to observe proceedings for the first time at 
their meeting held on 4 February 2014. 

The work that has been taken forward for the SMC to apply different approaches in the evaluation of 
medicines for use at end of life and to treat rare diseases was identified as a priority by the Health and 
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Sport Committee. The patient and clinical engagement meetings under the new system will provide 
patient organisations with more opportunity than ever before to influence SMC decisions. 

 

 George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress the Scottish Medicines Consortium is making on establishing a value-based assessment of 
medicines for the treatment of long-term conditions, and whether it plans to develop this approach 
further. 

 (S4W-19926) 

Alex Neil: The work that has been taken forward for the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) to 
apply different approaches in the evaluation of medicines for use at end of life and to treat rare 
diseases was identified as a priority by the Health and Sport Committee. 

The new approach is recognised as the first step in a wider process to determine Scotland’s 
requirement for a value based approach for assessment of all new medicines. The Scottish 
Government does plan to develop the value based approach further; however the successful 
implementation of SMC’s new approach must be the priority. 

 

 Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of its response to the Health and Sport Committee’s Report on Inquiry into the Regulation of Care 
for Older People, when a review of National Care Standards will take place. 

 (S4W-19935) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has been undertaking exploratory work with a wide range of 
stakeholders to inform the review of the National Care Standards and will launch a formal consultation 
in the next few weeks from March 2014. 

 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of the findings of the report by PricewaterhouseCoopers into whether there had been sufficient 
learning at NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde from child major incident reviews and also concerns 
relating to NHS Ayrshire and Arran in this regard, whether it will invite Health Improvement Scotland to 
undertake similar reviews in all NHS boards. 

 (S4W-19955) 

Alex Neil: There are no plans at this stage to invite Healthcare Improvement Scotland to undertake 
a national review of child major incident reviews. 

 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what savings it anticipates in the medicines budget in each of the next five years as a result of (a) the 
introduction of the Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme agreement in January 2014 and (b) 
branded products coming out of patent and becoming available as generic products. 

 (S4W-19956) 

Alex Neil: The Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme (PPRS) came into force on 1 January 
2014. The scheme was agreed by the Department of Health in England and the Association of the 
British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI). Devolved administrations requested inclusion in the 
negotiations but were refused. 

The PPRS in place from 1 January 2014 operates differently from the previous scheme. The key 
aspect for the Scottish Government is ensuring that the mechanism in the scheme agreed by the UK 
Government and ABPI provides a fair return for Scotland. Discussions are ongoing between the four 
nations and have not yet concluded. 

It is not possible to estimate with certainty the level of savings which may be achieved as generic 
versions become available for branded drugs whose period of patent protection is expected to expire. 
This is because it is not known in advance how many generic manufacturers will choose to offer 
versions of the drugs in question, the prices at which such drugs will be offered, or what other 



contingent market impact there may be. Over the last 10 years there has been a shift away from 
developing new medicines for primary care and towards those for treating rare conditions and cancer. 
This means that from 2013-14 until 2017-18 and beyond there are far fewer primary care medicines 
with patent protection due to expire. 

 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how the rare diseases fund will be affected by the new processes for Scottish Medicines Consortium 
approval of orphan and ultra-orphan medicines. 

 (S4W-19957) 

Alex Neil: As part of work ongoing between Scottish Government and NHSScotland on the financial 
implications of the change in approach being adopted by the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) 
consideration is being given as to how the Rare Conditions Medicines Fund will best support the 
anticipated increase in medicines accepted by the SMC. 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it was aware in advance of the decision to revise the costings of the options for fire control 
rooms on the day of the meeting of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service board on 30 January 2014. 

 (S4W-19660) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Decisions such as the rationalisation of control rooms are matters for the 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service board, who are responsible for undertaking the appraisal of options 
based on all information available to them. 

 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many women 
have undertaken a modern apprenticeship in the (a) construction, (b) energy, (c) manufacturing and 
engineering, (d) transport and (e) sport and leisure industry in each year since 2007, broken down by 
(i) geographical location and (ii) specific apprenticeship. 

 (S4W-19906) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government does not hold this data centrally. I will ask the Chief 
Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many men 
have undertaken a modern apprenticeship in (a) the health and caring sector, (b) tourism, (c) sport 
and leisure and (d) administration, business and management in each year since 2007, broken down 
by (i) geographical location and (ii) specific apprenticeship. 

 (S4W-19907) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government does not hold this data centrally. I will ask the Chief 
Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reasons it plans to abolish the post of honorary sheriff. 

 (S4W-19909) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government considers that the need for honorary sheriffs 
will reduce and will cease with the advent of the new summary sheriffs and also as a result of the 
greater use of technology such as video links to remote locations. 

The efficient disposal of business in Scotland’s courts is a matter for the Lord President under the 
terms of the Judiciary and Courts (Scotland) Act 2008. 

 



 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its position is on concerns that abolishing the post of honorary sheriff 
could (a) place extra pressure on other parts of the judicial system and (b) lead to a loss of expertise, 
particularly in rural areas. 

 (S4W-19910) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has no evidence to suggest that extra pressure 
will be placed on other parts of the judicial system as business that would previously have been heard 
by honorary sheriffs will continue to be heard. 

The efficient disposal of business in Scotland’s courts is a matter for the Lord President and the 
efficient disposal of business in individual sheriffdoms is a matter for the relevant sheriff principal. The 
Courts Reform (Scotland) Bill will provide sheriffs principal with a wider range of ways for local 
business demand to be met than are currently available including summary sheriffs and specialist 
judiciary. 

The Scottish Government recognises the contribution that honorary sheriffs make in rural and island 
areas. However, given the type of cases that are dealt with by honorary sheriff, we do not foresee any 
issues regarding a loss of expertise, especially considering that this business will be heard, in future, 
by fully qualified sheriffs and/or summary sheriffs. 

 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many disabled people have enrolled in modern apprenticeships in each of the last three years for 
which information is available. 

 (S4W-19920) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government does not hold this data centrally. I will ask the Chief 
Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many disabled people aged between 16 and 24 have enrolled in modern apprenticeships in each 
of the last three years for which information is available. 

 (S4W-19921) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government does not hold this data centrally. I will ask the Chief 
Executive of Skills Development Scotland to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the report by the Equality and Human Rights Commission Scotland, Modern 
Apprenticeships, Equality & the Economy: Spreading the Benefits, what it is doing to reduce the 
discrepancy between the proportion of disabled people taking up apprentices in Scotland and 
England, and to encourage more disabled people to start modern apprenticeships. 

 (S4W-19922) 

Angela Constance: Achieving a balanced workforce which reflects Scottish society as a whole is a 
challenge for the wider labour market and is not specific to the Modern Apprenticeship (MA) 
programme. A key element of the MA programme in Scotland is, and has always been, that all 
apprentices must be employed. As a result, this limits the influence that this government can have as 
recruitment decisions rest with employers, providing they act within the appropriate laws. 

The Scottish Government appreciates, however, that we need to do more to ensure all people 
understand the nature and opportunities available across the labour market, and that employers 
recognise the economic and social value of a balanced workforce. This requires a cross-Government 
approach. 

Part of this work requires us to challenge employers on their own perceptions of what it means to be 
a member of an under-represented group working in their industries. Scottish Ministers are strongly 
encouraging employers to consider all people regardless of disability, ethnicity, gender, or other 



factors, when recruiting and offering MAs and we are reinforcing this message through our Make 
Young People Your Business campaign. 

In support of this, in July 2012 we launched the Employer Recruitment Incentive for targeted young 
people which offers funding to employers to support young people aged 16-24 who are care leavers, 
disabled people, young carers or ex-offenders to sustain employment including undertaking a MA. 
This incentive can also be used with our Youth Employment Scotland funding. 

Skills Development Scotland (SDS) already works to promote equal opportunities in line with the 
Equalities Act 2010.  In addition the Scottish Government recently agreed with the Equal Opportunities 
Committee’s recommendation to launch an awareness campaign to better promote inclusion 
throughout all levels of the MA programme. We will continue to work with SDS to take this forward 
including a specific focus on under-represented groups during Scottish Apprenticeship Week 2014. 

You will also be aware that the recent interim report from the Commission for Developing Scotland’s 
Young Workforce made a number of recommendations relating to MAs, and we are currently 
considering these. An important stage in the second half of the Wood Commission will be a focus on 
equality issues, looking to make meaningful recommendations to improve employment outcomes in 
relation to gender, disability and ethnicity. 

 

Transport Scotland 

 Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-19745 by Keith Brown on 21 February 2014, whether a special road 
scheme made under section 7 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 in relation to a trunk road must be 
published as a general print or can be issued as a local and private non-print. 

 (S4W-19901) 

Keith Brown: Regulation 6 of the Scottish Statutory Instruments Regulations 2011 requires 
publication of special roads schemes, which are Scottish statutory instruments, on the Queen’s 
Printer’s website. A scheme would only be printed if it was laid before the Scottish Parliament, either 
because it was designated as a ‘national development’ as defined in section 143A of the Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984 or if the Scottish Ministers directed that it should be so laid, or, if the Queen’s 
Printer was requested to print it under regulation 7(2) of the 2011 Regulations. 


