
Monday 3 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many local authorities have applied to the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency for licences to dredge rivers in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-19689) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Authorisation to carry out dredging was required from the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency from 2006 onwards, with the introduction of the Water Environment (Controlled 
Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2005. 

Authorisations can be granted in two forms depending on the scale and likely environmental impact 
of the proposed dredging activity, by licences and by registration. 

Table 1 provides the relevant breakdown of both licence and registration applications each year. 
Some local authorities applied for more than one authorisation.  

Table 1:  

Year No of local authorities 
that applied for 

dredging Licences 
each year. 

Total 
Licences 
granted to 

local 
authorities 

No of local authorities that 
applied for dredging 

registrations 
each year. 

Total 
registrations 
granted to 

local authorities 

Pre  
2007 

0 0 0 0 

2007 2 2 1 1 

2008 0 0 2 3 

2009 1 2 4 13 

2010 0 0 4 10 

2011 0 0 5 12 

2012 0 0 3 11 

2013 2 2 6 12 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the need to dredge rivers and burns to reduce 
the risk of flooding. 

 (S4W-19690) 

Paul Wheelhouse: In December 2011, the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 
published Scotland’s first National Flood Risk Assessment. For the first time, we have a national 
picture of flood risk across Scotland, which helps us to target future efforts to plan and invest in 
reducing impacts in areas most vulnerable to flooding. 

We are now working with local authorities, SEPA and Scottish Water to deliver our strategic flood 
risk management plans. Building on the national flood risk assessment and SEPA’s recently published 
flood risk and hazard maps, these will set out objectives for reducing flood risk in potentially vulnerable 
areas across Scotland, and the best combination of measures to achieve this. These measures may 
include dredging where it is appropriate and is part of a sustainable, long-term catchment solution to 
sediment management issues. 

We believe this is the best approach to managing flood risk across the whole of Scotland, rather 
than focussing on one single issue which is certainly not a “cure all” for flooding. Dredging can have a 
role to play in flood risk management, but carried out in the wrong way and in the wrong place can 
result in significant environmental damage, and increased flooding and erosion downstream. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what advice it has provided to local authorities regarding the dredging of rivers 
and burns. 



 (S4W-19691) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Environment Protection Agency has published guidance for local 
authorities and other land managers on river clearance and dredging. This can be obtained by visiting 
the following link: 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/guidance/river_clearance_and_dredging.aspx 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what steps it is taking, in addition to external certification audits, to ensure its 
long-term commitment to the economic sustainability of the national forest estate. 

 (S4W-19758) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The national forest estate is managed in accordance with published national 
strategic directions to deliver economic, social and environmental benefits for the people of Scotland. 

In delivering these benefits, Forest Enterprise Scotland is mandated to secure external income 
where appropriate in order to complement funding from the Scottish Government. This is in 
accordance with the published key commitment: ‘We will seek a diverse range of income sources to 
underpin the cost of managing the estate, and we will continually look for ways to achieve best value 
in delivery of public benefits.’ 

In broad terms, income from sales of goods and services, principally timber, but also including 
renewable energy rentals, recreation, minerals and venison, covers the cost of land, forest and 
property management. 

Scottish Government funding supports the delivery of additional community, recreation, tourism and 
environmental benefits. Income opportunities are also considered where appropriate, for example 
through parking charges or seeking partnership funds, to increase the level of benefits that can be 
delivered. 

Scottish Government funding also supports capital investments on the national forest estate, such 
as the recent construction of a timber pier on Mull, the renewal of the estate’s visitor centres, and 
investment in the timber transport network. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 

has to review the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011. 

(S4W-19952) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations are subject 

to continuous review through on-going engagement with stakeholders. The regulations were last 

reviewed and updated through the Water Environment (Control Activities) (Scotland) Amendment 

Regulations in 2013. 
 

Governance and Communities 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
would implement a scheme to offset the so-called bedroom tax in the event that the discretionary 
housing payments cap is not removed. 

 (S4W-19711) 

Margaret Burgess: If the cap on discretionary housing payments is not removed, the Scottish 
Government is committed to implement a scheme during 2014-15 which will mitigate the effects of the 
bedroom tax. 

The details of the scheme, including the date the scheme may be available, will be announced when 
it is known whether the scheme is required. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether local authorities would control a scheme to offset the so-called bedroom tax in the event that 

http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/guidance/river_clearance_and_dredging.aspx


the discretionary housing payments cap is not removed and, if so, how funds for this would be 
allocated, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19712) 

Margaret Burgess: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19711 on 3 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support sportscotland has provided to the Scots selected for the 2014 Winter Olympics. 

Holding answer issued: 24 February 2014 (S4W-19397) 

Shona Robison: sportscotland is supporting Scotland’s athletes as they compete at the 2014 
Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games in Sochi. As the high performance arm of sportscotland, the 
sportscotland institute of sport is responsible for developing a world class system for Scotland that 
ensures Scottish athletes consistently perform with distinction on the world stage. 

Scots make up over a third of both the Olympic and Paralympic teams, which is testament to the 
work of sportscotland and the Institute of Sport. I went to meet some of these fantastic athletes to wish 
them well before they left for Sochi and was also fortunate enough to meet Scotland’s medal winning 
curlers upon their return. 

In addition to individual investment programmes for each sport, the Institute of Sport provides 
specialist support and expertise through its highly qualified and experienced staff who work as one 
unified institute network. 

We estimate the total invested in all Winter Olympic and Paralympic performance programmes by 
Scotland has been in the region of £3.75 to £4 million. This is over and above the funding provided 
through sportscotland to the sport’s governing bodies. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether all men aged 50 and over have a right to a free prostate-specific antigen test from the NHS 
provided they have first been given sufficient information on the pros and cons to enable them to make 
an informed choice about taking the test. 

 (S4W-19561) 

Alex Neil: We fully expect GPs to discuss prostate cancer with people who are at risk and 
recommend prostate-specific antigen (PSA) testing where appropriate. 

Guidance in the form of a Prostate Cancer Risk Management Pack which supports the Prostate 
Cancer Risk Management Programme was issued to NHS boards (urologists, histopathologists, PSA 
testing laboratories) and all general practitioners in Scotland.  

The programme provides guidance to medical practitioners on the situations in which it is suitable to 
offer PSA testing, the information and guidance that should be provided to patients before PSA testing 
is undertaken, and the support that may be required by men as they deal with the consequences of 
the PSA test and any resulting diagnosis. 

Details of the programme and copies of the Prostate Cancer Risk Management Pack can be found 
at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/health/cancer/publications 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much the 
public inquiry into the Clostridium difficile outbreak at the Vale of Leven Hospital has cost. 

 (S4W-19746) 

Alex Neil: As the Vale of Leven Hospital is an independent inquiry, it is for the chairman to decide 
on the procedure and conduct of the inquiry. The chairman has indicated that he will publish full costs 
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at the end of the inquiry. However, the information held on costs to date by the Scottish Government is 
currently being collated with a view to publishing them in the near future. I will write to the member as 
soon as the information is available and a copy will be placed in the Parliament’s Reference Centre 
(Bib number 55691.). 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the 
Employability Fund has been allocated to support places in further education.   

Holding answer issued: 3 March 2014 (S4W-19751) 

Michael Russell: In 2013-14, the Employability Fund for college provision totals £24 million. £18 
million allocated directly to colleges by the Scottish Funding Council and £6 million ring-fenced for 
colleges by Skills Development Scotland. 

 

Transport Scotland 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions ministers had in (a) 2012 and (b) 2013 with European Commission representatives on the 
need to explore the potential for raising the six-year maximum contract length for Scottish ferry 
services; what outcomes were agreed, and what steps it will take in 2014. 

 (S4W-19844) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Government Ministers and officials have made a series of representations to 
the European Commission in favour of amending the maximum permissible contract length for public 
service contracts for ferry services. 

The commission is expected to issue revised guidelines in the first half of spring 2014. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
developments in European Union public procurement policy in 2013 will influence its policies on 
tendering public contracts for passenger (a) ferry and (b) rail services, and whether it will set out 
changes to its public procurement policies in these sectors. 

 (S4W-19845) 

Keith Brown: A new procurement directive was formally adopted by the European Parliament on 15 
January 2014 and the European Council on 11 February 2014. The Scottish Government will have 24 
months from the date the directives come into force to transpose it into national legislation. 

The new public procurement legislation approved by the European Parliament will provide numerous 
policy options. The Scottish Government will consult on these options with a view to bringing forward 
new procurement regulations next year. 

Prior to implementation, the procurement of public contracts for ferry and rail services will continue 
to be carried out in accordance with the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012 and other 
applicable legislation. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
developments in European Union public procurement policy in 2013 will influence its policies on the 
design of tendering documents for public contracts for passenger (a) ferry and (b) rail services, and 
whether it will set out changes to the design of tender documents for these services that have been 
made since December 2012. 

 (S4W-19846) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19845 on 3 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
winter sailings on (a) Clyde and Hebrides and (b) Northern Isles ferry routes were cancelled between 
1 October 2013 and 16 February 2014. 

 (S4W-19847) 

Keith Brown: Performance information in respect of the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service is 
available on the CalMac website by following the link:  
http://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac/Route-Performance-Figures/ 

The information details on a route by route basis the number of scheduled sailings, the number of 
cancelled sailings as well as any additional sailings operated by CalMac. Information for January 
20414 and February 2014 is not yet available, but will be published by CalMac shortly. 

During the period 1 October 2013 to 16 February 2014 the total number of scheduled sailings on the 
Northern Isles Ferry Service was 1012, with 70 cancellations and no additional sailings. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
additional sailings there have been on (a) Clyde and Hebrides and (b) Northern Isles ferry routes 
between 1 October 2013 and 16 February 2014. 

 (S4W-19848) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question SW4-19847 on 3 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the scale of disruption to Scottish ferry services during winter 2013-14 that 
was due to adverse weather conditions. 

 (S4W-19849) 

Keith Brown: As a matter of course both CalMac and Serco NorthLink Ferries will be reviewing their 
operations over the winter period. Working with Transport Scotland, both CalMac and Serco NorthLink 
Ferries regularly review performance with a view to implementing any lessons learned across their 
service routes. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
issue the draft invitation to tender document for the 2018-24 Northern Isles ferry services contract. 

 (S4W-19850) 

Keith Brown: The current contract with Serco NorthLink Ferries runs until April 2018. The 
procurement of the subsequent contract, including the issuing of the invitation to tender, will 
commence sufficiently in advance of that to ensure a smooth transition from the current contract. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how 
regularly vessels operating on the (a) Northern Isles and (b) Clyde and Hebrides ferry routes undergo 
a full engine overhaul when dry docked, and when each vessel currently licensed to work on these 
routes last underwent such an overhaul. 

 (S4W-19851) 

Keith Brown: Under the requirements for surveys by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 
and the Classification Society (Lloyds Register) each ship must be surveyed every year for renewal of 
their Passenger Ship Safety Certificate. 

The three vessels operating on the Northern Isles ferry service undergo dry docking every second 
year with in-water surveys being carried out every alternate year. These vessels were, or are planned 
to be, in dry dock between January 2014 and March 2014.  

http://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac/Route-Performance-Figures/
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All the vessels operating on the Clyde and Hebrides network have been, or will be, dry docked 
during winter 2013-14. The vessels which operate on the Clyde and Hebrides ferry service network 
are dry docked every year 

All machinery on the vessels, including the engines, is maintained to the manufacturer’s instructions 
and satisfaction of the MCA and Lloyds Register. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
(a) foot and (b) freight passengers were carried on each (i) Clyde and Hebrides and (ii) Northern Isles 
ferry route in each year between 2009 and 2013. 

 (S4W-19852) 

Keith Brown: The publication Scottish Transport Statistics provides a comprehensive summary of 
trends over the past 10 years and No. 32, 2013 Edition was published on Wednesday 26 February 
2014. This covers the period 2002–12. This edition was made publicly available via the Transport 
Scotland website. 

In addition CalMac and Serco NorthLink Ferries Limited will shortly be publishing on their respective 
websites carrying information for 2013 in respect of passengers, cars, coaches and commercial 
vehicles and lane metres on the Clyde and Hebrides and Northern Isles ferry services. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
next review the impact of the Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) formula for setting passenger fares for ferry 
services; when it last reviewed the impact of RETs on passenger fares, and what the main outcomes 
were. 

 (S4W-19853) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government commissioned Halcrow Group Limited to assess the impact 
of the RET pilot on routes to the Western Isles, Coll and Tiree. A report was published in July 2011 
and can be found on the Transport Scotland website:  
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/ferries/Assessment_of_the_Impacts_of_the
_RET_Pilot_-_Final_Report.pdf   

On 29 November 2011, I announced that RET for passengers, cars, small commercial vehicles and 
coaches would be a permanent feature on routes to the Western Isles, Coll and Tiree. 

RET was introduced as a pilot on Islay, Colonsay and Gigha in October 2012, and will be introduced 
on Arran in October 2014. Monitoring and evaluation work on the impact of the RET pilot on Islay, 
Colonsay and Gigha is currently underway and we will publish a report of the findings in due course. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-19747 

S4W-19751 

S4W-19756 

S4W-19757 

S4W-19759 

S4W-19770 
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