
Thursday 27 February 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it believes urban air quality will reach the specified Scottish and European standards. 

 (S4O-2956) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is working closely with local authorities, Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency, Transport Scotland and other partners to ensure that the Scottish 
air quality objectives are reached as soon as possible. Air quality assessment shows that 14 local 
authorities have still to secure full compliance with the objectives. All these authorities have declared 
Air Quality Management Areas and have action plans either in place or in development to address the 
issues identified. These plans contain a wide range of measures to tackle poor air quality and the 
Scottish Government is providing practical and financial assistance to help local authorities in their 
implementation. 

Air quality monitoring and modelling suggests that European standards will be reached throughout 
Scotland by 2015, with the exception of one road stretch. This is the A8 between Baillieston and 
Newhouse to the east of Glasgow. The road is due to be upgraded to motorway by 2017-18 and it is 
expected that compliance will then be secured here also. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many applications for activities that require to be screened in accordance with the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 have been (a) received and (b) 
approved by each Agriculture, Food and Rural Communities area office in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-19493) 

Richard Lochhead: The Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 
2006 came into force in Scotland on 1 January 2007, and constrain operations to carry out intensive 
agricultural operations on uncultivated or semi-natural land, or large scale restructuring projects on 
agricultural land, where the result would have a significant impact on the environment. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening decisions are taken by Rural Payments and 
Inspections Division area offices. Where activities are within the scope of the regulation, they proceed 
to a formal screening, which is recorded on the Scottish Government EIA register. The screening 
decision may require an environmental statement (full EIA) to be carried out. 

The following tables show:  
a) The number of screening applications received, and 
b) The number of these screening applications which then required a full EIA to be carried out, i.e. the 
applicant is asked to submit an environmental statement before the operation is approved or rejected:  

AFRC 
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Screening 
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received 
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Screening 
application 
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Full EIA 
required 

Screening 
application 
received 

Full EIA 
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Screening 
application 
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Full EIA 
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Ayr 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Benbecula 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Dumfries 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Elgin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Galashiels 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Golspie 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Hamilton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Inverness 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Inverurie 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Kirkwall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lerwick 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 

Oban 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Perth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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applications: 
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Full EIA 
required 

Screening 
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Full EIA 
required 
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Full EIA 
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Full EIA 
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Portree 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 

Stornaway 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thurso 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

AFRC 
Area Office 

 
2011 

 
2012 

 
2013 

Screening 
applications: 

Screening 
application. 

received 

Full EIA 
required 

Screening 
application. 

received 

Full EIA 
required 

Screening 
application. 

received 

Full EIA 
required 

Ayr 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Benbecula 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Dumfries 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Elgin 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Galashiels 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Golspie 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Hamilton 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Inverness 5 0 0 0 0 0 

Inverurie 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kirkwall 0 0 1 1 4 3 

Lerwick 4 2 0 0 _ _ 

Oban 0 0 1 0 2 0 

Perth 0 0 0 0 _ _ 

Portree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Stornaway 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thurso 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much land is deemed (a) uncultivated and (b) semi-natural for the purposes of implementing the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006; whether Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Communities area office staff have access to maps of the land and, if so, whether it 
will publish the maps. 

 (S4W-19494) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government holds a range of land based information, primarily 
gathered and used to administer support schemes, including the Single Farm Payment scheme. 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 apply to all land 
managers, rather than just support scheme claimants. This, along with the fact that support schemes 
use general land definitions means that, for the purpose of implementing the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006, the Scottish Government does not hold 
information, including maps, of how much land is deemed (a) uncultivated and (b) semi natural. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
criteria are used to determine whether activities have a significant effect and require screening in 
accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 

 (S4W-19496) 

Richard Lochhead: Agriculture, Food and Rural Communities area office staff use the following 
three criteria to assess whether an operation requires screening: 

Whether the land in question is considered to be ‘uncultivated’ or ‘semi-natural’, whether the 
operation is considered to be a project (e.g. cultivations, drainage works, land reclamation, etc) and 
whether the operation is to change the land use by bringing the land into use for intensive agricultural 
purposes 



Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
makes (a) farmers and (b) land managers aware of their obligations in accordance with the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 and with what 
frequency.  

 (S4W-19497) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government publishes up to date comprehensive environmental 
impact assessment guidance, including internal guidance on the assessment of projects, on the 
Farming and Rural Issues pages of its website. It has not been necessary to publish any updates, 
because there haven’t been any procedural changes since the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 came into force. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
training it provides to Agriculture, Food and Rural Communities area office staff with regard to the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 

 (S4W-19498) 

Richard Lochhead: Agriculture, Food and Rural Communities area office staff have access to 
detailed guidance on assessing land operations under the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006. Area office local training ensures staff are aware of the 
obligations the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 places on 
farmers and land managers. 

 

Graeme Dey (Angus South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will announce the remit, scope and structure of the Wild Fisheries Review. 

 (S4W-19944) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I met with Andrew Thin, Chair of the Wild Fisheries Review, last week and I 
have given him the following remit, scope and structure: 

 
Wild Fisheries Review 
 

Remit: 
To consider from first principles the challenges and opportunities facing Scotland’s wild fisheries 
(salmon and freshwater), the management system and funding required to meet those challenges and 
deliver those opportunities. 

To consider the balance of responsibility and accountability as regards the international commitments, 
obligations and domestic policy objectives associated with wild fisheries and their environment. 

To set out how Scotland’s natural fish and fisheries resources should be sustainably managed, 
conserved and developed in the context of Scotland’s international commitments, obligations and 
domestic policy objectives in the best national interest and in a way that is underpinned by evidence. 

To identify and map the essential components of a modern wild fisheries management system, one 
that is responsive to the changing and multi-factoral impacts and pressures on fish and fisheries. 

To consider the information required to make and implement evidence-based management decisions. 
To consider the skill set required to deliver any new management system. 

Scope: 
Specifically, the review and subsequent report will consider how: 
A strategic and joined up approach can be created in order to preserve, protect and develop 
Scotland’s fisheries in a sustainable manner in the best interest of Scotland as a whole; 

Relevant data and research should be collected and shared to inform management decisions and who 
should have the lead responsibility for data collection, storage and research commissioning. All 
fisheries species focus and management can be achieved optimally; fisheries management should be 
funded in a way that is both transparent and accountable. 

To manage non-compliance with wild fisheries legislation in a proportionate and consistent manner; 



The sustainable management of salmon netting activity could be taken forward in the future, some 
countries supporting a similar range of species to Scotland manage their wild fisheries and what 
lessons can Scotland learn from international perspectives. Evidenced based management decisions 
should be implemented to ensure compliance with national and international obligations and legislative 
accountability; 

Appropriate skill sets required for fisheries management are developed and provide opportunities for 
continuous professional development. To create a better environment and increase the opportunity for 
all but especially young people to stimulate their interest in fishing and fisheries management; 

Appropriate interventions and actions, including broader policy, can overcome barriers, weaknesses or 
omissions in fostering productive working relationships between and across sectors. The review may 
further develop any objectives to enable its aims to be delivered and to advise Scottish Ministers on 
any aspects related to management of wild fisheries that merits their attention. 

Structure: 
The review will be conducted independently of the Scottish Government by a panel comprising 
Andrew Thin (Chair), Jane Hope and Michelle Francis. It will be supported by a secretariat from the 
Scottish Government, and a technical advisory group drawn from Marine Scotland Science, Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection Agency and the Institute of Fisheries Management. 
It is for the chair and panel to determine how the review is conducted, but it will be structured around 
delivery of the remit set out above. 
 

Timing and Timescale: 
The review will begin in March 2014, and it is envisaged that it will take six months to complete with a 
final report delivered to me thereafter. I will consider any recommendations made and will consult on 
any subsequent proposals to implement a new management regime. 

Finance 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the 2013-14 Spring Budget Revision will be published in advance of the stage 3 
debate on the 2014-15 Budget Bill and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-19513) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19512 on 19 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the (a) 
prevalence and (b) severity is of female genital mutilation. 

 (S4W-19520) 

Shona Robison: (a) It has been estimated that 3,000 women and girls are at risk in Scotland. This 
figure for Scotland is a pro rata projection based on research by FORWARD in England and Wales in 
2007. 

According to the 2001 Census data, there were 2,946 women between the ages of 0-49 living in 
Scotland and born in one of the 29 countries in which female genital mutilation (FGM) is reported to be 
a traditional practice. 

We will consider data from the 2011 Census which is scheduled for release in the first part of 2014, 
and that will allow a more-up to date prevalence estimate of FGM to be calculated. However initial 
data from the census shows that the number of people resident in Scotland who were born in Africa 
has more than doubled since the 2001 Census (from 22,049 to 46,742), and so the number of women 
and girls estimated to have undergone FGM is also likely to have increased. 

That does not mean that all those women who were born in a country where FGM is prevalent have 
been abused in this way, only that they may be at risk. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


(b) FGM is defined by the World Health Organisation as ‘all procedures that involve partial or total 
removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical 
reasons’. The Scottish Government does not hold any information on severity of such ‘procedures’ 
carried out. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to its response to the stage 1 report on the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill, how many (a) 
registered health visitors and team leaders on Agenda for Change bands 6 to 8, (b) nursing staff on 
Agenda for Change band 5 and (c) other nursing staff in health visiting teams on Agenda for Change 
bands 2 to 4 there have been in each year since 2009. 

 (S4W-19461) 

Alex Neil: The information, as requested, is not centrally held, however the skills, knowledge and 
attributes required for public health, health visiting, and school nursing teams are interchangeable. 
While statistical information is available within each of these categories, the totals do not reflect actual 
numbers as an individual can have more than one post and these can be at different bands. Staff may 
perform a multi-disciplinary role in NHSScotland not currently consistently and robustly recorded within 
boards. Therefore, all three roles must be considered together and information relating to this is found 
in the following table’s 1a & 1b. 

Table 1a: Headcount of staff working in health visiting, public health, and school nursing teams by 
Agenda for Change band, employed by NHSScotland as at 30 September 2009-13  

 Health visiting teams Public health teams School nursing teams  

 Total
1
 

Bands 
1-4 

Band 
5 

Bands 
6-9 Total

1
 

Bands 
1-4 

Band 
5 

Bands 
6-9 Total

1
 

Bands 
1-4 

Band 
5 

Bands 
6-9  

Sep-09 1,372 - - 1,373 238 10 68 160 435 46 139 255  

Sep-10 1,485 61 185 1,240 318 11 73 234 454 75 140 240  

Sep-11 1,616 96 250 1,271 265 11 49 205 444 74 134 237  

Sep-12 1,518 99 260 1,160 258 17 46 195 374 64 112 199  

Sep-13 1,603 144 297 1,164 311 22 58 231 443 86 140 219  

 

Table 1b: WTE of staff working in health visiting, public health, and school nursing teams by Agenda 
for Change band, employed by NHSScotland as at 30 September 2009-13:  

 Health visiting teams Public health teams School nursing teams  

 Total 
Bands 

1-4 
Band 

5 
Bands 

6-9 Total 
Bands 

1-4 
Band 

5 
Bands 

6-9 Total 
Bands 

1-4 
Band 

5 
Bands 

6-9  

Sep-09 1,139.8 - - 1,139.8 199.7 7.4 52.9 139.4 306.5 31.4 90.8 184.3  

Sep-10 1,218.2 40.5 139.5 1,038.2 262.9 7.9 58.9 196.0 322.7 51.1 92.8 178.9  

Sep-11 1,325.2 63.9 184.4 1,076.8 220.0 8.1 39.9 172.0 314.1 50.5 85.5 178.1  

Sep-12 1,252.8 66.7 192.7 993.4 212.1 12.6 34.6 164.9 266.1 44.3 71.9 149.8  

Sep-13 1,316.4 101.7 218.3 996.4 261.2 16.1 47.6 196.5 317.5 58.3 90.1 169.1  

The total may not be the sum of the band groupings as an individual can have more than one post 
and these can be at different bands. 

2006 data are not available. Those employees who had been assimilated to Agenda for Change 
were mapped back as far as possible to the coding used under Whitley to allow for consistency in 
trend data, this was not possible for the requested staff groups. 

A national project to improve the accuracy of recording and reporting on the whole community 
nursing workforce is currently underway.  The results from this will be reflected in ISD National 
Statistics publications in due course and will allow identification of those working in health visiting 
teams. 

See:http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-11-
26/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_S2013.xls for details on all NHSScotland nursing teams 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-11-26/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_S2013.xls
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-11-26/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_S2013.xls


Further information on the statistics, including information on how the data are collected and notes to 
aid interpretation, is given in the ‘FAQs’ section of the Workforce Statistics website at 
www.isdscotland.org/workforce. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether duplicate 
registrations have ever accumulated on the lists of general medical practitioners and, if so, what action 
was taken. 

 (S4W-19489) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not manage the patient registration process. 
Patient registration arrangements are local contractual matters between NHS boards and GP 
practices whilst the Practitioner Services Division (PSD) of the NHS National Services Scotland helps 
health boards manage their GP patient registrations. 

Practitioner Services uses the NHS Scotland national patient database to keep a note of the GP 
practice that a patient is registered at. Other non-clinical information is also stored, e.g. patient name, 
date of birth, address and GP details. 

The database is called the Community Health Index (CHI). The unique index number generated for 
each patient is called the CHI number and this number is used throughout NHSScotland to accurately 
identify patients. The information is also used across all services throughout NHS to manage the 
transfer of medical records, make payments to GP practices for medical services provided to patients, 
and to issue medical exemption certificates and prescription pre-payment certificates. 

A patient’s CHI number can only be recorded on one GP list at a time and it would be only if a 
patient gave two different sets of demographic details to two different practices then they could end up 
with two CHI numbers. 

Where PSD do identify a patient with two CHI numbers registered, PSD would check with practices 
to see what is going on and if need be inform NHS Counter Fraud Services. Where a patient has two 
different sets of demographic details and one CHI number, and both records to be registered, usually 
one would be accurate and the other not. They would be linked so one becomes current and the other 
a history record. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to implement a shared protocol for MRI scanning for back pain. 

 (S4W-19619) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government welcomes any initiative that is demonstrated to 
improve patient care and encourages NHS boards to share best practice where appropriate. 

NHS boards are encouraged to take into account clinical guidance, research findings and quality 
standards as well as relevant guidance, in developing appropriate pathways to improve diagnosis and 
patient outcomes. 

At present, the Scottish Government has no plans to implement a national protocol for MRI scans for 
back pain. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17739 by Michael Matheson on 4 November 2013, what plans it has to 
improve rheumatology awareness training for (a) GPs and (b) primary health care professionals. 

 (S4W-19620) 

Michael Matheson: Answer S4W-17739 outlined how GPs learn and update their development 
requirements to meet the needs of their patients. This is a continuous process. Allied Health 
Professionals also have a professional obligation to participate in Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD) activities pertaining to their area of work and would be expected to comply with 
such as part of their Health and Care Professions Council re-registration. They also participate in an 
appraisal process which helps identify their learning needs required to address the healthcare needs 
of their patients. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/workforce
http://www.psd.scot.nhs.uk/doctors/exemptions.html
http://www.psd.scot.nhs.uk/doctors/prepayment-certificates.html
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&ved=0CEoQFjAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcfs.scot.nhs.uk%2F&ei=rjYPU8ThB-OL0AXknoDYDg&usg=AFQjCNFpo29WMafPebgFy4oJYXxsRKFovQ&bvm=bv.61965928,d.bGQ


NHS Education for Scotland (NES) provides a range of educational and developmental support for 
GPs and those working in primary care teams. Specific educational support for GPs, practices nurses 
and pharmacists in Scotland to improve their awareness of rheumatology includes Practice Based 
Small Group Learning modules in shoulder pain, psoriatic arthritis, osteoarthritis, joint pain, 
osteoporosis, Vitamin D deficiency, gout and carpal tunnel syndrome, and taught courses on arthritis 
(along with Arthritis Care Scotland), joint injections and musculoskeletal medicine are available for 
GPs practices, nurses and nurse managers. CPD workshops have also taken place locally. In addition 
Rheumatology CD ROMS are made available to clinicians. 

NES also provides education and training resources, to support rheumatology awareness for 
pharmacists and optometrists and further work is being developed in this area. 

NHS Inform is also a helpful source of information for GPs and primary health care professionals 
and assists in raising awareness about rheumatology. Information specifically about rheumatoid 
arthritis, its symptoms, causes, diagnosis, treatment and complications can be found at the following 
page: 
http://www.nhsinform.co.uk/health-library/articles/r/rheumatoid-arthritis/introduction. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to develop clinical guidance (a) for treating and (b) on the causes of low back pain. 

 (S4W-19621) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) develops evidence 
based clinical practice guidelines for the National Health Service (NHS) in Scotland. SIGN guidelines 
are derived from a systematic review of the scientific literature and are designed to accelerate the 
translation of new knowledge into practice. 

The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network produced, in December 2013, guidelines on the 
management of Chronic Pain. SIGN 136: Management of Chronic Pain guideline provides 
recommendations and treatment pathways based on current evidence for best practice in the 
assessment and management of adults with chronic non-malignant pain in non-specialist settings, 
including self-management, pharmacological, psychological, physical, complementary and dietary 
therapies. Reference is made within the guidelines to low back pain. 

Any group or individual may propose a guideline topic to SIGN and their selection process is 
detailed at: http://www.sign.ac.uk/about/proposal.html 

NHS Inform has a section dedicated to back pain containing information about the symptoms, 
causes, diagnosis and prevention of back specific musculoskeletal disorders and the treatments that 
are available: http://www.nhsinform.co.uk/MSK/back. The website advises that it can be difficult to 
confirm what causes the symptoms of back pain and that it can often be due to a build up of different 
things and be triggered by everyday activities at home or work. 

Learning and Justice 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-18819 by Roseanna Cunningham on 9 January 2014, what target date 
it has set for all court reporters on child welfare issues to be assessed in accordance with the 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups scheme. 

 (S4W-19515) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is an operational matter for the Scottish Court Service (SCS) and I 
have asked the SCS to write to the member. However, reporters already appointed and/or engaged by 
the court prior to 28 February 2011 to undertake reporting work with children will have until 29 October 
2015 to become members of the Protection of Vulnerable Groups scheme. They may continue to 
supply this service to the court during this period. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had since 2007 with (a) the UK Government and (b) others regarding unincorporated associations. 

 (S4W-19524) 

http://www.nhsinform.co.uk/health-library/articles/r/rheumatoid-arthritis/introduction
http://www.sign.ac.uk/about/proposal.html
http://www.nhsinform.co.uk/MSK/back


Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has been in contact with both the UK 
Government and the Scottish Law Commission on this issue. The Scottish Government will continue 
to liaise with UK Government to ensure that any legislation concerning unincorporated associations is 
appropriate and meets the need of Scottish citizens. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the legal status of unincorporated associations is satisfactory. 

 (S4W-19525) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Law Commission (SLC) recommended in 2009 on their 
report on this matter that unincorporated associations, which satisfy certain statutory conditions should 
be accorded separate legal personality, as the current law is not satisfactory. The Scottish 
Government is supportive of the recommendations made in the SLC report, however implementation 
of those recommendations would be a matter for the UK Government to take forward. The Scottish 
Government will continue to work with the UK Government to ensure that action will be taken on this 
issue in due course. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on a 
member of an unincorporated association being unable to take legal action against the association. 

 (S4W-19526) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The law, as it stands, does not allow a member of an unincorporated 
association to take legal action against the association. The Scottish Law Commission (SLC) 
recommended that unincorporated associations, which satisfy certain statutory conditions, should be 
accorded separate legal personality, which could allow a member of an unincorporated association to 
take legal action against the association. The Scottish Government is supportive of the 
recommendations made by the SLC, any changes to the law however, would require legislation 
passed by the United Kingdom Parliament. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
change the legal status of unincorporated associations. 

 (S4W-19527) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The law concerning unincorporated associations is reserved to 
Westminster and any changes to the legal status of unincorporated associations would require 
legislation passed by the United Kingdom Parliament. The Scottish Government will continue to work 
with the UK Government, who remain committed to taking forward legislation on this issue in due 
course. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
considered changing the legal status of unincorporated associations since 2007 and, if so, what action 
it took. 

 (S4W-19528) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government is aware of the issues resulting from the current 
legal framework on unincorporated associations and is grateful to the Scottish Law Commission (SLC) 
for their 2009 report on this matter which recommended that unincorporated associations, which 
satisfy certain statutory conditions, should be accorded separate legal personality. The Scottish 
Government is supportive of the recommendations made in the SLC Report; however implementation 
of those recommendations would be a matter for the UK Government to take forward. The UK 
Government consulted on the SLC proposals in April 2012. The consultation demonstrated wide 
support for the broad principles of the SLC’s proposals but identified that further consideration was 
required to ensure that there are no unintended consequences that would seriously and adversely 
affect the interests of either unincorporated associations or third parties dealing with them. 

 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Board on its decision not to 
hold a public consultation on the closure of fire control rooms. 

 (S4W-19659) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service undertook an extensive 
programme of engagement with staff members, unions, local authorities, and MSPs since the decision 
to move from eight to three control rooms was made in September 2013, which informed the more 
recent decision on future control room location. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it supports science engagement in Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley. 

 (S4W-19744) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government provides funding for several organisations and initiatives 
that encourage people of all ages across Scotland to engage with science. In 2013-14 this includes: 

Free or subsidised travel costs for Ayrshire school groups to visit Glasgow Science Centre. This has 
benefitted around 250 primary pupils so far this financial year, in three schools in Kilmarnock and 
Irvine Valley. 

SCDI’s Young Engineers and Science Clubs network, which is engaging with every primary school 
in East Ayrshire. 

Edinburgh International Science Festival’s outreach programme, Generation Science, available to 
primary schools across Scotland. This year’s tour began in January and visits are confirmed for four 
schools so far in Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley. 

Other activities funded by the Scottish Government are available to any secondary school 
requesting them. These include visits from the Institute of Physics’ Lab in a Lorry and participation in 
the Engineering Development Trust’s Go4SET initiative. 

Any organisation not already in receipt of science engagement funding may apply for a Talking 
Science grant, for events aimed at a public audience. The next application deadline is 1pm on 4 March 
2014. Further details are on the Scottish Government website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/science/Scienceengagement/engagement-
grants 

Officials are in contact with the organisers of this year’s inaugural Ayrshire Science and Engineering 
Festival in March. The Scottish Government will explore the possibility of supporting this event in 
future alongside other science festivals receiving funding. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on reports that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office's Devolution 
Unit is contacting governments overseas seeking their support against Scottish independence. 

Holding answer issued: 24 February 2014 (S4W-19406) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government will continue to work within the formal structures agreed 
with the UK Government. The UK Government and all devolved Governments work to a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) and Supplementary Agreements on Devolution.  

Section D1.3 of the Concordat on International Relations, one of four supplementary agreements to 
the MoU on Devolution states that the “…Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) promotes the 
international interests of the United Kingdom and all its constituent parts. United Kingdom Embassies, 
High Commissions and other Missions overseas serve the United Kingdom and all its constituent 
parts.” 

In the context of the independence debate, the Edinburgh Agreement, signed on 15 October 2012 
by the First Minister and the Prime Minister, commits both the Scottish and UK Governments, 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/science/Scienceengagement/engagement-grants
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/science/Scienceengagement/engagement-grants


“…through the Memorandum of Understanding between them and others, to working together on 
matters of mutual interest and to the principles of good communication and mutual respect.” 

The Scottish Government expects the UK Government to adhere to both the spirit and letter of the 
Edinburgh Agreement 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what appointments 
the Minister for External Affairs and International Development had on 4 February 2014, broken down 
by (a) the time each appointment was entered into his diary, (b) location and (c) who requested each 
appointment, and whether the minister sought to rearrange the timings or locations to accommodate 
parliamentary business.   

 (S4W-19630) 

Humza Yousaf:  

Appointment Date entered in 
diary 

Location Requested by 

Meeting with officials 04-02-2014 Scottish Parliament Minister for External Affairs 
and International 

Development 

Meeting with Dr Alison 
Strang  

07-01-2014 Scottish Parliament Dr Alison Strang, Queen 
Margaret University 

Stage 3 proceedings: 
Marriage and Civil 
Partnership (Scotland) 
Bill 

14-01-2014 Scottish Parliament Minister for Parliamentary 
Business 

Interview with Stewart 
Paterson, Evening 
Times 

03-02-2014 Scottish Parliament Stewart Paterson 

Meeting with Pakistan 
Consul General 

16-01-2014 Pakistan Consulate, 45 
Maxwell Drive, Glasgow 

G41 5JF 

Minister for External Affairs 
and International 

Development 

None of the times/locations were re-arranged to accommodate parliamentary business. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last met 
representatives of the Russian Consulate General (RCG); what issues were discussed; when it will 
next meet representatives of the RCG, and what issues it will discuss. 

 (S4W-19646) 

Fiona Hyslop: Ministers and officials last met representatives of the Russian Consulate General at 
the First Minister’s annual reception for the Consular Corps on 18 February 2014, which the Russian 
Vice Consul attended. Officials discussed with the Vice Consul the proposed start date for the 
incoming Consul General later this year and the progress of the Winter Olympics in Sochi. 

The last substantive meeting between ministers and the Russian Consulate General took place on 9 
January 2014 when the Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs, Fiona Hyslop and the 
Minister for External Affairs and International Development, Humza Yousaf, met the Consul General, 
Mr Sergey Krutikov. The primary purpose of the meeting was to thank the Consul General for his work 
in promoting links between Scotland and Russia during his posting, which finished later that month. 

Issues discussed at that meeting also included Scottish involvement in the UK-Russia Year of 
Culture and the Russian Government’s plans for recognition of UK veterans of the Arctic convoys 
during the Second World War. The Consul General extended an open invitation to ministers to visit 
Russia. 

Ministers took the opportunity to raise their concerns about recent Russian legislation regarding the 
promotion of LGBT relationships, encouraging the Russian government to meet international 
standards for the protection of human rights and civil liberties. 



Ministers are next due to meet representatives of the Russian Consulate General at a dinner to be 
hosted by Ms Hyslop on 26 March 2014. Topics for discussion will include major events taking place in 
Scotland in 2014. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
definition of a foreigner would be in a Scotland separated from the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-19790) 

Fiona Hyslop: As set out at page 271 of Scotland’s Future, Scottish Government policy is that 
British citizens who are habitually resident in Scotland and British citizens born in Scotland but 
residing elsewhere, would automatically be considered Scottish citizens. Other routes to citizenship 
would be available through descent, naturalisation or by connection. 

As indicated by the First Minister in his speech to Business for Scotland in Aberdeen on 17 February 
2014, “for Scots whether independent or not, the rest of the UK will never be “foreign”. The First 
Minister also made reference to the Ireland Act of 1949, which specifically states that Ireland is not to 
be regarded as a “foreign country”. 

 

Transport Scotland 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans 
to involve non-motorised users of the A9 corridor in the design of its upgrade work. 

 (S4W-19754) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is actively engaged in establishing a Non-Motorised User 
Forum in order to provide an opportunity for representatives of this group to highlight issues they 
consider relevant to the A9 dualling programme and the design of the route as it develops. 

Many of the representatives of this forum also form part of Active Travel Stakeholder Group, which I 
created in September 2013, to promote a long-term vision for cycling and walking. 

Additionally, the first meeting of the Accessibility Forum took place in November 2013. Membership 
of this separate forum includes representatives of disability and mobility groups and it is intended that 
membership will be extended as interest from further such groups becomes apparent. 

 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body what its policy is on the purchase of fairly traded products. 

(S4W-19750) 

Linda Fabiani: It is SPCB policy that its procurement is undertaken in a responsible manner. Our 
Responsible Purchasing Strategy has been in place for over six years and was developed around four 
broad themes, one of which relates to ethical and social issues which covers fairly traded goods. We 
seek to integrate relevant responsible purchasing considerations throughout our procurement and this 
includes giving consideration to fairly traded goods as an option, if such goods are available and 
affordable. We continue to work with our catering provider, to offer a wide range of fairly traded 
products. All tea, coffee and sugar sachets served at the Scottish Parliament and orange juice for 
hospitality functions are fairly traded and we have a comprehensive range of confectionery items. 
Each year in February and March we acknowledge Fair Trade fortnight and use the two weeks to 
highlight the fairly traded products we sell. 

 
 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-19477 
S4W-19499 
S4W-19500 
S4W-19501 



S4W-19502 
S4W-19503 

 


