
Tuesday 4 February 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with PNE Wind regarding the Cowal and Trossachs 
Forest District Wind Farm, Bachan Burn. 

 (S4W-19278) 

Fergus Ewing: Energy Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU) colleagues met with representatives 
from PNE Wind on 16 October 2013 to advise the developer on the procedures in place in order for 
them to take forward a scoping opinion from the ECDU. PNE Wind provided an overview of their early 
proposals for the site. A subsequent scoping report was provided by PNE Wind on 13 November 2013 
and a consultation exercise on that report is on-going. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on notices received under section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 where 
a similar but smaller planning application has been recently rejected by the local planning authority.   

 (S4W-19279) 

Fergus Ewing: In Scotland, any application to construct or operate an onshore power generating 
station with a capacity of over 50 megawatts (MW) requires the consent of Scottish Ministers under 
section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989. 

Significant onshore renewable energy proposals will require an Environmental Impact Assessment. 
To comply with the Electricity works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2000, 
Scottish Ministers have to consult the local planning authority, Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage and internal government consultees, together with other parties 
who may have an interest in the development. Should the planning authority object to the application, 
or otherwise at the discretion of ministers, a public inquiry is called to consider the proposal. 

Governance and Communities 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many applications there were to the Town Centre Housing Fund and how many came from (a) private 
sector bodies, (b) housing associations, (c) other landlords and (d) local authorities in the Highlands 
and Islands region. 

 (S4W-19370) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government received 25 applications for the Town Centre Housing 
Fund, two of which were from Highlands and Islands region. Of those applications from the Highlands 
and Islands region, one was from the Hebridean Housing Partnership and the other from a private 
developer. Neither application was successful in obtaining funding. 

The breakdown of applications requested is included below: 

Summary of Town Centre Housing Fund Applications 

Private Sector bodies 5 

Housing Associations 6 

Other landlords 14 

Highland and Islands local authorities 0 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
support the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 2014. 

 (S4W-19373) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government supports a number of organisations which have a 
particular role in promoting activity around race equality, engaging with communities on issues of 
interest and in hosting specific events within those communities. This includes activity around 
internationally recognised days such as the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 



Discrimination. We are committed to promoting equality across Scotland and working with others to do 
so. To help achieve this aim, we are providing significant funding (nearly £21 million) during 2012-15 
to help tackle inequality and discrimination. £8.5 million of this funding supports projects and initiatives 
in combating racist bigotry and hatred. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to the second supplementary to question S4O-02756 by 
Michael Russell on 8 January 2014 (Official Report, c. 26224), whether it will publish details of the 
“range of very special circumstances that would make the defence of objective justification entirely 
legitimate”. 

Holding answer issued: 30 January 2014 (S4W-19243) 

Michael Russell: As is set out on page 200 of Scotland’s Future, our policy is based on the unique 
and exceptional position of Scotland in relation to other parts of the UK, on the fee differential, on our 
shared land border, and common language, on the qualification structure, on the quality of our 
university sector and on the high demand for places. 

We believe that these distinctive characteristics will enable us to justify objectively the continuation 
of our current policy in a way which is consistent with the principle of free movement across the EU as 
a whole and which is compatible with EU requirements. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the Joint Emergency Services Interoperability Programme report, Joint Doctrine: The 
Interoperability Framework, and whether it has taken (a) the report into account when considering the 
provision of (i) police and (ii) fire control rooms and (b) steps to review arrangements for each of the 
emergency services in light of the report’s findings. 

 (S4W-19266) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Joint Emergency Services Interoperability Programme (JESIP) is 
operational business and, as such, Scotland’s emergency services have been actively engaged in it 
since an early stage. However, both emergency services and Scottish Government officials have been 
clear from the start that Scotland would review the outcomes of the JESIP programme, and would only 
implement any aspects which were both relevant to Scotland and which would improve upon 
Scotland’s already strong emergency services interoperability. That review is currently ongoing. 

 


