
Monday 3 February 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s new powers under the Regulatory Reform 
(Scotland) Bill will be (a) operational and (b) enforceable. 

 (S4W-19250) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Following the passage of the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill through 
Parliament, the Scottish Government will draft and consult stakeholders on subordinate legislation and 
guidance on the operation of the enforcement provisions in Chapter 2 of Part 2 of the Bill. 

The new range of enforcement measures, which received cross party support during passage of the 
Bill, will ensure that the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) can make the right range of 
risk-based and proportionate interventions to tackle poor performance and environmental crime. 

The measures will also help SEPA focus on supporting sustainable economic growth, improving the 
health and wellbeing of the Scottish population and protecting and improving the environment are key 
elements of its new statutory purpose introduced by the Bill. 

The Scottish Government is working with SEPA and others to determine the best timetable for 
bringing these provisions into force. Subject to the Bill gaining Royal Assent, we currently envisage 
laying these instruments before the Scottish Parliament in early 2015 and for them to be enforceable 
shortly thereafter. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) farmers and (b) crofters applied for compensation under the Sea Eagle Management 
Scheme, broken down by parliamentary constituency. 

 (S4W-19252) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Sea Eagle Management Scheme pays for positive management of sheep 
flocks, in order to reduce conflict with sea eagles. It does not pay compensation for lamb losses. The 
scheme ran for three years from 2011-13, and closed in summer 2013, but Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) will honour all agreements entered into under the scheme. Through the scheme, SNH offered 
three-year management agreements (MAs) to land managers. 

SNH received 70 applications, all of which resulted in management agreements being offered to the 
applicants. Of those 70 management agreement offers, 62 have been accepted or concluded by the 
land manager and 7 agreements were rejected by the applicants. The final management agreement 
was only offered recently, so it is not known whether the land manager will accept the offer.  

Of the 62 concluded agreements: 
1 contains ‘special measures to reduce impacts from sea eagles’ 
2 contain ‘promotional measures’ 
4 contain ‘special measures to benefit sea eagles’ 
58 contain ‘sheep management measures’ (The numbers add up to more than 62 because some MA’s 
contain more than 1 element) 
 
Of the 62 concluded agreements: 
17 are with crofters/common grazings 
9 are in Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
1 in Argyll and Bute 
5 in Caithness Sutherland and Ross (Wester Ross) 
2 in Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
2 are with constituted community groups (these are the two ‘promotional measures’ agreements)  
1 in Argyll and Bute (Mull) 
1 in Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
43 are with farms/ estates (i.e. not registered croftland) 
31 in Argyll and Bute  
9 in Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch  



3 in Caithness, Sutherland and Ross (Wester Ross) 

SNH has commissioned a review and evaluation of the scheme, on behalf of the assessment panel, 
and this will be completed by the end of March 2014. It will help inform the design of a new scheme, 
along with advice/input from the Sea Eagle Stakeholder Group, which advised on the design of the 
current management scheme. 

The expectation is that a new scheme will be launched in late spring 2014. The budget for this has 
not yet been agreed, nor has its scope and geographical extent. SNH look forward to working with key 
interested bodies including the National Farmers Union Scotland and the Scottish Crofting Federation 
over the coming months to design a scheme that best meets the needs of land managers and others 
with an interest in sea eagle management. 

In the meantime, SNH will continue to provide advice and assistance to land managers concerned 
by sea eagle impacts on their livestock. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government with 
whom it has had discussions in relation to the mis-selling of interest rate swap agreements to small 
and medium-sized businesses. 

 (S4W-19256) 

Fergus Ewing: Following a members’ business debate in the Scottish Parliament on 13 June 2013 
on this matter, Mr Swinney wrote to the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and HM Treasury to relay 
the concerns of businesses in Scotland affected by the mis-selling of interest rate swap agreements. 
The FCA responded on 9 August 2013 stating this was an issue for HM Treasury. HM Treasury has 
yet to respond. 

The Scottish Government is also engaging with counterparts in the Welsh Government regarding the 
potential for a co-ordinated approach from the devolved administrations to help ensure fair redress for 
affected small and medium-sized businesses as quickly as possible. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the mis-selling of interest rate swap agreements and what help it is providing to small 
and medium-sized businesses that have been affected. 

 (S4W-19257) 

Fergus Ewing: In the Scottish Banking Strategy Sustainable Responsible Banking, published on 10 
May 2013, the Scottish Government has emphasised the need for a banking sector in Scotland that is 
built on the principles of probity, prudence and trust. We strongly oppose the sale of any financial 
product which does not clearly meet the needs or the interests of customers. 

The Scottish Government continues to work with all the banks to ensure the supply of affordable and 
appropriate finance and financial products for viable businesses, especially small and medium-sized 
businesses. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publicise to small and medium-sized businesses the review that has been set up by the 
Financial Conduct Authority in relation to the mis-selling of interest rate swap agreements. 

 (S4W-19258) 

Fergus Ewing: It is the responsibility of the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) to raise awareness of 
its review and for the banks to approach those customers who fall within the remit of the FCA review. 

The Scottish Government will continue to urge those who believe they have been mis-sold a product 
to make a formal complaint directly to the banks or to the Financial Ombudsman Service. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will develop a strategy to grow the retail sector and ensure that it can contribute to the 
regeneration of town centres. 



 (S4W-19274) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of a vibrant retail sector to the 
Scottish economy. That is why we have a range of measures currently in place to allow and 
encourage the retail sector to grow. 

The Town Centre Action Plan, which is the Scottish Government’s response to the Town Centre 
Review carried out last year, is one such initiative. This plan outlines the importance of securing the 
future of town centres. 

We also value our engagement with the Scottish Retail Consortium who have been involved in many 
wide ranging policy discussions including; the economy and town centres. 

Governance and Communities 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it collects 
information on the payment of discretionary housing payments by local authorities and, if so, what 
information. 

 (S4W-19392) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government began collecting information on Discretionary 
Housing Payments (DHPs) in December 2013. 

The first publication, covering the period 1 April to 30 November 2013, provides information for each 
local authority on: the number of applications, the number of determinations, the number of awards 
granted, and the total amount of DHPs spent or committed. Average award values by local authority 
and a comparison with budget allocations are also made. All statistical publications on Discretionary 
Housing Payments (DHPs) are available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/dhp.  

The next publication, covering the period 1 April to 31 December 2013, will be published on Tuesday 
18 February 2014. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the NHS 
assuming responsibility for police medical rooms will impact on detainees. 

 (S4W-19232) 

Kenny MacAskill: The transfer to the NHS of responsibility for healthcare in custody and for the 
delivery of forensic services will ensure more effective and efficient services for some of the most 
vulnerable people in society including both victims and suspects. It should lead to better care and 
health improvements for those who are detained, through the provision of access to wider social and 
healthcare services in the community. 

The NHS will not assume responsibility for the medical rooms in the police custody estate. The 
medical rooms will remain the responsibility of Police Scotland and the refurbishment programme to 
NHS standards will improve the quality of the services provided to those detained by the police. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which public body 
pays for the refurbishment of police medical rooms and what impact the NHS assuming responsibility 
for them will have. 

 (S4W-19233) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland will fund any upgrades to medical rooms in the custodial estate 
in order to bring them up to, or maintain, national standards agreed with the NHS. The medical rooms 
remain part of the Police Scotland estate and will be managed as such. Common specifications in 
relation to room standards, cleaning and waste disposal will be agreed between the police and NHS to 
ensure consistency across the estate. 

Local NHS boards will supply, maintain and pay for equipment used in delivering healthcare services 
in the medical rooms. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/dhp


Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the closure of 
police medical rooms for refurbishment impacts on policing and what contingencies there are should 
such a closure be required. 

 (S4W-19234) 

Kenny MacAskill: The management by Police Scotland of any upgrade works on police medical 
rooms will include contingencies for the delivery of services from adjacent custody suites. This will 
minimise any impact on service delivery. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many casualty 
surgeons Police Scotland employs; how much they are paid, and on what basis. 

 (S4W-19235) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland currently employs one forensic medical examiner (an equivalent 
term to a casualty or police surgeon). In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, it is not 
appropriate to disclose the salary arrangements. 

Services of other healthcare practitioners are sourced through pre-existing service level agreements 
with local health boards, local agreements with GP surgeries or individual doctors as the need arises. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much money 
has been set aside for the refurbishment of police medical rooms. 

 (S4W-19236) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland has budgeted for £665,700, excluding value added tax, for the 
phased upgrade of existing medical rooms in the transition to an NHS led service. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who will staff police 
medical rooms and on what basis they will operate after the NHS assumes responsibility for them. 

 (S4W-19237) 

Kenny MacAskill: Staffing of police medical rooms will be a matter for the NHS once it assumes 
responsibility for healthcare and the delivery of forensic services. Staffing arrangements will depend 
on the clinical model agreed by local health boards and the nature of the examination. Currently it is 
anticipated that the attending healthcare practitioner will be either a doctor or nurse. These staff will be 
contracted by the relevant health boards supplying the service. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether savings 
will be made from the NHS assuming responsibility for police medical rooms and, if so, how much. 

 (S4W-19238) 

Kenny MacAskill: It is not possible to confirm what, if any, savings will be made as a result of the 
transfer of responsibility for healthcare and the delivery of forensic services to the NHS. The NHS will 
be delivering a different service to that currently provided, for example ensuring linkages with wider 
social and healthcare services, with improved clinical governance, and this will impact on relative 
costs of the service now and in the future. The delivery of combined healthcare and forensic services 
by the NHS could lead to efficiencies and therefore savings and we would expect to see the NHS 
taking the opportunity to introduce greater efficiencies over time. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assistance it will provide to companies that have been excluded from the Financial Conduct Authority’s 
review of the mis-selling of interest rate swap agreements on the grounds that they are classed as 
“sophisticated” customers. 

 (S4W-19259) 



Fergus Ewing: It is for the appropriate regulators and the banks to ensure that all companies that 
may have been mis-sold financial products are given the assistance they need and any appropriate 
redress. The Scottish Government will continue to refer such companies to the appropriate 
organisations. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to publish the risk assessments that it has made of the proposals to change the number of (a) 
police and (b) fire control rooms. 

 (S4W-19267) 

Kenny MacAskill: Determining the number of control rooms is a matter for the Scottish Police 
Authority and the Board of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. We have received their assurances 
that any changes to control rooms will not compromise the safety of their staff or the communities they 
protect, and will ensure efficient and effective deployment of resources across Scotland. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many prisoners have been placed on the ACT 2 Care strategy in each of the last 
three years, broken down by institution. 

 (S4W-19350) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, chief executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

The following table details the number of prisoners who were placed on the SPS Suicide Risk 
Management Strategy (ACT2Care) in the last three years broken down into establishments. The same 
individual may be recorded more than once if they have been placed on ACT2Care in more than one 
establishment: 

Prison 
1 April 10- 

31 March 11 
1 April 11- 

31 March 12 
1 April 12- 

31 March 13 

Aberdeen 89 130 102 

Addiewell 163 150 178 

Barlinnie 404 526 486 

Cornton Vale 236 244 179 

Dumfries 39 22 28 

Edinburgh 205 203 163 

Glenochil 10 26 25 

Greenock 84 112 56 

Inverness 102 85 105 

Kilmarnock 204 273 191 

Low Moss* N/A 2 76 

Peterhead 9 8 9 

Polmont 114 152 175 

Perth 153 197 186 

Shotts 12 13 23 

Total 1,824 2,143 1,982 

*HMP Low Moss opened in March 2012 

There are no figures recorded for the open estate as prisoners who require to be managed under 
the Suicide Risk Management Strategy would be transferred to a closed establishment. 

Transport Scotland 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
consultation on the 20mph speed limit trial on the A7 has started and, if so, when. 



 (S4W-19253) 

Keith Brown: The consultation began at the end of January 2014 with Transport Scotland 
contacting the relevant local authorities. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how Transport 
Scotland is consulting with the local community on the 20mph speed limit trial on the A7 in Langholm. 

 (S4W-19254) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland is already engaging with the local authority and will shortly do so 
with the wider community through meetings and other appropriate measures. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
consultation on the 20mph speed limit trial on the A7 in Langholm is expected to conclude. 

 (S4W-19255) 

Keith Brown: The consultation will take place over the next few months. We hope to be able to 
deliver a 20mph limit by the spring or early summer 2014. This will depend on the outcomes both of 
the consultation with the community and the statutory consultation taken in respect of the speed limit 
order required to promote any change in the speed limit. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-19251 


