
Friday 31 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

 Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what training the NHS provides on the diagnosis of the condition, progressive 
supranuclear palsy. 

 (S4W-19361) 

Alex Neil: While policies, frameworks and resources are provided by the Scottish Government, 
individual NHS boards are responsible for planning and funding services in their area and for securing 
the staff to deliver them. It is for NHS boards to determine their workforce requirements, including 
training, based on the clinical needs and service developments in their area.  

In determining workforce requirements, NHS boards must take into account their role in providing an 
appropriate training environment in which postgraduate medical trainees can gain the skills, 
knowledge and experience they require in order to fulfil the requirements of postgraduate training 
programmes. Such standards and requirements of such programmes are developed by relevant 
Medical Royal Colleges, and approved and monitored by the General Medical Council. This includes 
neurological conditions such as Progressive Supranuclear Palsy (PSP). 

Learning and Justice 

 Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with Police Scotland on the closure of police 
stations. 

Holding answer issued: 29 January 2014 (S4W-19219) 

Kenny MacAskill: The police in Scotland operate independently of ministers and any decisions on 
the future of police stations would be an operational matter for Police Scotland and the Scottish Police 
Authority. 

The Scottish Government support the overarching aim of visible policing and the deployment of 
police resources in the most effective way to keep communities safe, principles which I know the chief 
constable shares. 

The recent review of public counter provision undertaken by Police Scotland is not about closing 
police stations. Operational policing continues to be delivered from stations. For the majority of 
stations, there will be little or no change to opening hours, in fact, some stations could even see their 
opening hours extended.  

Strategy and External Affairs 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
was consulted by the UK Government regarding the document, Adapting To Change: UK policy 
towards the Arctic, and whether an independent Scotland would support the Arctic being given UN 
protectorate status. 

 (S4W-19262) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has no central record of having been consulted by the UK 
Government regarding the document “Adapting to Change: UK policy towards the Arctic”. 

As set out on page 228 of the Scottish Government’s “Scotland’s Future” document, the Scottish 
Government recognises it has key shared interests with its geographical neighbours in the North 
Atlantic, such as Iceland and Norway, and a common interest in the Arctic and the High North. The 
government has also stated that it would participate in a range of international organisations, including 
the United Nations, to promote global issues of importance to the Scottish people. Following 
independence, specific foreign policy decisions relating to Scotland’s position on the Arctic would, 
however, be for the government of the day to decide. 

 

 


