
Thursday 30 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when 
ministers last met representatives of the retail sector to discuss the introduction of the proposed single 
use carrier bag charge and when the next meeting is scheduled to take place. 

Holding answer issued: 28 January 2014 (S4W-19202) 

Richard Lochhead: I last discussed our proposals for single use carrier bag charging at the 
Scottish Grocery Retailers Forum meeting that I chaired last year. Since then, my officials have been 
discussing the proposals in more detail with retailers and these discussions will continue as we move 
towards 1 October 2014 when the new charge will come into effect. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much of the Cities Investment Fund it has allocated to Inverness. 

 (S4W-19239) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Cities Investment Fund is designed to accelerate the pace of investment in 
cities by developing programmes which lever in other funding and support collaborative programmes 
between cities (including their regions) which will develop large-scale projects. Projects are 
collaborative in nature and aim to benefit all the cities involved. 

Once projects have been identified, funding is allocated according to agreed protocols. At its most 
recent meeting in December 2013, the Leadership Group of the Scottish Cities Alliance noted that 
£2,599,712 of the £7 million Cities Investment Fund had been approved for a range of collaborative 
projects. A detailed list of approvals is in SPICe (Bib. number 55643). 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government for what reason its questionnaire consulting on the possible 
mandatory microchipping of dogs and other measures does not include a question on (a) the 
awareness of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 and (b) what other legislation exists regarding 
the sale and breeding of dogs. 

 (S4W-19245) 

Richard Lochhead: We are aware that there are a wide range of other concerns surrounding 
responsible dog ownership, and have used the consultation as an opportunity to gather initial views 
on other potential new measures. This includes posing an open question on the promotion of 
responsible dog ownership under which we can take account of any comments on how existing 
legislation is operating. This process will continue, both through the forthcoming summit on dangerous 
dogs this spring, and through other separate investigations. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will utilise and release the environmental data collected in 
relation to the Argyll Array offshore windfarm project to help inform sustainable marine spatial 
planning and the design of the marine protected area network. 

 (S4W-19249) 

Fergus Ewing: Environmental data collected by a developer for their environmental impact 
assessment scoping application would not routinely be used by Marine Scotland in the sectoral plan 
making or marine protected area designation process. However, environmental information obtained 
by developers can be, and has been, utilised by Marine Scotland subject to the appropriate 
permissions being granted by the data owner and a science review being undertaken where 
appropriate. 

 



Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S4W-12369 and S4W-16395 by 
Paul Wheelhouse on 30 January 2013 and 25 July 2013 respectively, how many snare users 
attended the training required to qualify for an identification number for the purpose of setting snares 
by 1 January 2014. 

 (S4W-19275) 

Paul Wheelhouse: By 1 January 2014, a total of 2,144 people had successfully completed the 
snaring training course required to qualify for an identification number for the purpose of setting 
snares. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-16396 by Paul Wheelhouse 
on 25 July 2013, how many snare users, having attended the required training, had obtained an 
identification number from the chief constable of their local police force or from Police Scotland by 1 
January 2014. 

 (S4W-19276) 

Paul Wheelhouse: By 1 January 2014, a total of 1,115 people had obtained their snaring 
identification number from the chief constable of their local police force or, since 1 April 2013 when 
Police Scotland was formally established, from the chief constable of Police Scotland. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many snaring training courses have been delivered since 11 
March 2010 by (a) Borders College, (b) the British Association for Shooting and Conservation Limited, 
(c) Elmwood College, (d) the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust, (e) North Highland College, (f) the 
Scottish Agricultural College, (g) the Scottish Association for Country Sports and (h) the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association Charitable Trust, and how many participants there were on each. 

 (S4W-19277) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. The Game 
and Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT) voluntarily administers a central register that holds all details 
of the snare training courses which are run by the following approved bodies: GWCT, Borders 
College, the British Association for Shooting and Conservation Limited, Elmwood College, North 
Highland College, the Scottish Agricultural College, the Scottish Association for Country Sports and 
the Scottish Gamekeepers Association Charitable Trust. GWCT advise that because of the 
administrative costs involved, they are unable to provide information on the number of training 
courses and participants on each course run by the respective training providers. 

Governance and Communities 

 Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will encourage local authorities to adopt the town centre first principle. 

 (S4W-19269) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18896 on 9 January 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the town centre first principle differs from the sequential test in the Scottish Planning Policy. 

 (S4W-19270) 

Derek Mackay: We recognise that a shared understanding of a town centre first principle across 
the public sector will be key to its success and have established a working group with COSLA to 
consider how the town centre first principle will be applied in practice. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the retail sector is not mentioned in Town Centre Action Plan - the Scottish Government 
response. 

 (S4W-19271) 

Derek Mackay: The Town Centre Action Plan makes clear our commitment to continue to support 
businesses in town centres, which includes the retail sector. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what role the retail sector can play in implementing the government’s town centre vision. 

 (S4W-19272) 

Derek Mackay: The Town Centre Action Plan makes clear the important contribution that 
businesses make to town centres. The role for retail is complementary to that of the other sectors, 
working in partnership with the wider town centre community. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government (a) 
when and (b) how it will work with the private sector to develop appropriate investment models to 
support town centres. 

 (S4W-19273) 

Derek Mackay: As we state in the Town Centre Action Plan, it is meant as added stimulus to 
encourage and support action across the wider public, private and community sectors, all of whom we 
invite to contribute to the efforts required ahead. We will be seeking views from the private sector on 
furthering the opportunities that this plan presents. 

 

Health and Social Care 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-18944 by Shona Robison on 13 January 2014, whether it will provide the 
information that was requested and confirm whether it would support a ban on any payday lender 
sponsoring any part of the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-19246) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government believes that the pay day lending industry needs to be 
subject to greater regulation so that we can protect those whose financial situation is desperate 
enough that they take out these short-term agreements and help them avoid the escalating debt 
problems. 

The Scottish Government support a multi-pronged approach which would see interest rates and 
total costs of credit capped as they have been in other countries, restrictions placed on the rolling 
over of loans and tighter regulation of the industry particularly around advertising. 

In view of this position, the Scottish Government would not support any proposal for a payday loan 
company to become a Games sponsor. Games organisers have made clear that there is no 
sponsorship category for payday loan companies and no intention to seek sponsorship from any 
company in that sector. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many women have had to travel to Inverness to give birth due to a lack of capacity in maternity 
services in Aberdeen in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-19268) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government does not collect this information centrally. 

However, NHS Grampian has advised that its records show that, to date, there were four women 
transferred from Aberdeen Maternity Hospital to Inverness since 2011, three in 2011, one in 2012 and 
none in 2013. 



The board has confirmed that it does not transfer to other units for pregnancy care (antenatal, 
labour and postnatal) unless there is a clinical need to do so or due to maternal request. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been admitted to residential or care homes following an 
assessment of no longer having the mental capacity to make decisions to take actions in each year 
since 1999, broken down by (a) local authority and (b) NHS board. 

 (S4W-19285) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether all local authorities have implemented the guidance contained in Chief 
Executive Letter CEL 6 (2008), NHS CONTINUING HEALTHCARE. 

 (S4W-19286) 

Alex Neil: CEL 6 (2008), guidance on NHS Continuing Healthcare, covers the responsibilities of the 
NHS in Scotland for providing continuing health care services. The guidance is relevant to local 
authorities but is for NHS boards to implement. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many court applications have been made in relation to the National 
Assistance (Assessment of Resources) Regulations 1992 in each year since 1999, broken down by 
local authority. 

 (S4W-19287) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for local authorities. The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have received a refund having been wrongly charged for care 
in each year since 1999, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19288) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for local authorities. The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what audit procedures it has put in place to investigate cases of people being 
wrongly charged for care. 

 (S4W-19289) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for the statutory purchasers of care, namely local authorities and NHS 
boards. Where people feel they are being wrongly charged for care they should raise it with the 
relevant local bodies. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government, further to the answer to question S4W-11204 by Fiona Hyslop on 27 November 2012, 

whether it will provide an update on the final costs of the Scottish Government visit to Chicago in 

September 2012. 

(S4W-19466)

Fiona Hyslop: The projected costs £468,580, previously estimated in answer to Parliamentary 

question S4W-11204 on 27 November 2012, covered both Scottish Government and Visit Scotland 

expenditure.  



On finalising costs, VisitScotland spend was £414,731, this is almost £3,000 less than initially 

anticipated because some invoices were not settled until after the date of the estimate. 

A breakdown of Scottish Government costs by date of purchase and covering the whole delegation of 

eighteen people is as follows: 

Flights 04-Sep-12 854.57 

Flights 06-Sep-12 4,795 

Flights 07-Sep-12 10,478 

Flights 24-Sep-12 17,015.65 

Accommodation and business room hire 01-Oct-12 13,333.71 

Accommodation 02-Oct-12 298 

Flights 06-Oct-12 4,337 

Total   £51,111.93 

Scottish Government costs did not change from the estimate and these are detailed in the daily 

breakdown above. 

The 2012 Ryder Cup at Medinah outside Chicago provided a unique opportunity to promote Scotland 

to a worldwide audience at one of the biggest global sporting events; and to develop new and existing 

business relationships through an extensive programme of wrap-around activity. 

The ministerial delegation’s work in Chicago, in the week before the Ryder Cup also included a 

number of business meetings which secured over 140 new jobs and tens of millions in new investment 

from US based companies who are successfully expanding their operations in Scotland. 

The next Ryder Cup will take place at Gleneagles in 2014 and has the potential to generate £100 

million for the Scottish economy with tens of thousands of spectators attending from all over the world 

and millions more watching the tournament on television in more than 180 countries. Over 200,000 

people attended the 2012 tournament at Medinah and over 500 million watched it on television. 

 
 

 


