
Wednesday 29 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
support credit unions in 2014. 

Holding answer issued: 28 January 2014 (S4W-19208) 

Fergus Ewing: Credit unions are encouraged to access the Scottish Government’s third sector 
organisational development and support programmes. We are working with the credit union 
representative bodies to ensure their members across the country are aware of these programmes. 

Support includes the Enterprise Ready Fund which opened in September 2013 and which will 
distribute £6 million during 2013-15 to help maintain, develop and grow Scotland’s enterprising third 
sector. The Just Enterprise programme works alongside the Enterprise Ready Fund. It is a tailored 
service and provides business development support and training for third sector organisations across 
Scotland and is also available to credit unions. 

In addition through the Bankruptcy and Debt Advice (Scotland) Bill we are extending a period of 
payment of debtor contribution order from three to four years, a measure welcomed by credit unions. 

Health and Social Care 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action the NHS is taking to address the reported increase in the number of 
assaults on its staff. 

 (S4O-2853) 

Alex Neil: Any violence or aggression against NHSScotland staff is unacceptable and we have 
policies in place to provide and continuously improve a safe working environment. We encourage 
NHSScotland organisations to commit to supporting criminal proceedings against anyone who 
assaults a staff member. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing last met the Chief Executive of NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde and what was discussed. 

 (S4O-2856) 

Alex Neil: Ministers and government officials meet regularly with representatives of NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde to discuss matters of importance to local people. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on Practitioner Services’ plans to retrospectively reclaim 
payments from NHS general dentists for duplicate dental registrations from 2010. 

 (S4W-19228) 

Michael Matheson: Practitioner Services have a legal duty to make the recovery of over-payments 
where that is appropriate. 

The Scottish Government has accepted that a recovery process is required. However in order to 
mitigate the effect on practices the recovery of duplicate registrations is part of the funding package 
for 2013-14. This means that the money is recycled and not permanently lost to dental practices. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when Practitioner Services plans to start collecting repayments from NHS 
general dentists for duplicate dental registrations from 2010. 

 (S4W-19229) 

Michael Matheson: Practitioner Services plan to commence recovery of overpayments of duplicate 
registrations from the February paid to March 2014 payment schedule for those dentists who have 
current list numbers in Scotland.  

 



Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether Practitioner Services made it clear when it introduced lifelong 
registration for dental patients in 2010 that it would retrospectively reclaim payments from NHS 
general dentists for duplicate dental registrations from 2010. 

 (S4W-19230) 

Michael Matheson: The commitment to introduce non time-limited registration was contained in the 
Action Plan for improving oral health and modernising NHS dental services in Scotland which was 
published in 2005. The Scottish Government met this commitment by introducing non time-limited 
registration in 2010. The basis for the policy change was to encourage the development of a longer 
term more stable relationship between a dentist and a patient that fits with the need to plan care on a 
long term basis and to monitor oral health over time. 

In preparing for the introduction of non-time-limited registration Practitioner Services were required 
to carry out appropriate system changes. As a consequence of this work a number of duplicate 
patient records were subsequently identified. 

The presence of these duplicate registrations, and the requirement to make appropriate recoveries, 
were communicated in a letter of 21 July 2010 to the then Chair of the Scottish Dental Practice 
Committee of the British Dental Association Scotland. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much funding the NHS has received arising from Barnett consequentials 
and what the increase in NHS spending over and above this has been, in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-19231) 

Alex Neil: Since 2011-12, the Scottish Government has passed on in full the Barnett 
consequentials to the health budget in Scotland which by 2015-16 will exceed £1.3 billion in total. 
These have arisen from the Department of Health’s funding settlement from both the 2010 UK 
Comprehensive Spending Review and the 2013 UK Spending Round and are detailed in the following 
table: 

 
Resource 

£billion 

2011-12 0.280 

2012-13 0.249 

2013-14 0.293 

2014-15 0.284 

2015-16 0.202 

Total 1.308 

Prior to 2011-12, Barnett consequentials accrued to the Scottish block as a whole and therefore the 
benefit to the health budget cannot be individually identified. However the following table details 
health’s resource budget from 2007-08 and clearly demonstrates the significant additional investment 
which has been made since 2007-08: 

 
Resource 
Budget Increase 

 £b £b 

2007-08 9.716 - 

2008-09 10.122 0.406 

2009-10 10.442 0.320 

2010-11 10.501 0.059 

2011-12 10.781 0.280 

2012-13 11.030 0.249 

2013-14 11.322 0.292 

2014-15 11.606 0.285 

2015-16 11.808 0.202 

Total  2.092 

Note: care should be taken when making year-on-year comparisons as figures are subject to 
change through policy and accounting treatments adjustments e.g. in 2010-11 HM Treasury withdrew 
£125 million from the Scottish health budget (the associated expenditure was also removed to ensure 
a neutral effect) due to accounting treatment changes in relation to the cost of capital. 



 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many GP surgeries are not accepting new patients, broken down by NHS 
board. 

 (S4W-19244) 

Alex Neil: Part 2 of Schedule 5 to the 2004 Regulations sets out the requirements that GP practices 
and health boards must follow in managing patient lists, including closure of patients lists: 

NHS Board Closed Patient Lists 

Ayrshire and Arran 0 

Borders 0 

Dumfries and Galloway 0 

Fife 0 

Forth Valley 0 

Grampian 0 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1 

Highland 0 

Lanarkshire 0 

Lothian 0 

Orkney 0 

Shetland 0 

Tayside 0 

Western Isles 0 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have had bariatric surgery in each year since 1999, broken 
down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-19247) 

Michael Matheson: The following table gives the information on the number of patients with a 
recorded diagnosis of obesity that have had bariatric surgery procedures undertaken, by NHS board 
of residence each year since 1999 to 2012. Except those noted with a *, where values have been 
suppressed in accordance with the Information Services Division Disclosure Policy: 

NHS Board of 
Residence 

 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran 
 

0 0 3 0 3 4 7 

NHS Borders 
 

0 0 0 * * * 0 

NHS Dumfries 
and Galloway 
 

0 0 0 0 0 * * 

NHS Fife 
 

3 0 0 * * * * 

NHS Forth 
Valley 
 

* * * * * 4 9 

NHS Grampian 
 

8 5 9 7 6 8 10 

NHS Greater 
Glasgow and 
Clyde 
 

8 11 21 19 32 35 48 

NHS Highland 
 

* 7 3 7 5 * * 

NHS 
Lanarkshire 
 

5 5 6 3 6 9 18 

NHS Lothian 
 

8 13 10 9 8 5 4 



NHS Board of 
Residence 

 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

NHS Orkney 
Islands 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 * 

NHS Shetland 
Islands 
 

0 * 0 * 0 0 * 

NHS Western 
Isles 
 

0 0 0 0 0 * * 

Not Known 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Outwith 
Scotland 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Scotland 
 

36 44 54 51 65 73 105 

 
 

NHS Board of 
Residence 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran 
 

9 3 26 31 35 46 27 

NHS Borders 
 

* 3 3 * 0 0 * 

NHS Dumfries 
and Galloway 
 

- * * 0 5 9 18 

NHS Fife 
 

- * 3 * * 14 9 

NHS Forth 
Valley 
 

14 15 14 * * 0 3 

NHS Grampian 
 

16 19 30 13 16 15 12 

NHS Greater 
Glasgow and 
Clyde 
 

67 84 89 22 38 33 39 

NHS Highland 
 

5 6 10 9 11 * 10 

NHS 
Lanarkshire 
 

21 32 26 14 27 9 12 

NHS Lothian 
 

7 13 21 32 34 41 50 

NHS Orkney 
Islands 
 

0 * 0 * 0 0 * 

NHS Shetland 
Islands 
 

* 0 * 0 * * * 

NHS Tayside 
 

* 0 * 0 4 29 27 

NHS Western 
Isles 

* * 0 0 0 0 0 

Outwith 
Scotland 

0 * * 0 * 0 0 



NHS Board of 
Residence 

 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Scotland 
 

146 184 229 128 176 202 213 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the Scottish Cosmetic Interventions Expert Group will report on setting up a feasibility study on a 
breast implant register. 

 (S4W-19265) 

Alex Neil: Scottish Government officials remain in active contact with NHS England and the 
Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency over this and related matters. Once further 
information on the proposed breast cancer registry and feasibility study is available, the Scottish 
Cosmetic Interventions Expert Group will be asked to look at this in detail. 

Learning and Justice 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Lib Dem): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 

prisoners have (a) committed and (b) attempted suicide in each of the last three years, and what 

information it has on how many were (i) considered at risk of attempting suicide and (ii) receiving 

treatment for mental health problems, broken down by (A) institution and (B) gender. 

(S4W-18755) 

The following answer was corrected on 29 January 2014 

 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 

(SPS) to respond. His response is as follows: 

Before a death in custody can be formally recorded as suicide a Fatal Accident Inquiry must be held, 

in accordance with the Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths Inquiry (Scotland) Act 1976 to legally 

determine the cause of death. 

The information requested regarding how many prisoners have apparently committed suicide in each 

of the last three years and information available on how many were considered at risk of attempting 

suicide, broken down by (A) institution and (B) gender is provided in Table 1 below: 

Table 1: 

Fiscal 

Year 

No. of Apparent Suicides No. on ACT2Care 

Strategy 

Prison Gender 

2010-

2011 

12  

(9 have been legally 

determined at FAI) 

Nil HMP Barlinnie (7) 

HMP Edinburgh (1) 

HMP Greenock (2) 

HMP Kilmarnock (1) 

HM YOI Polmont (1) 

All Male 

(12) 

2011-

2012 

8  

(1 has been legally 

determined at FAI) 

1 (HMP Perth) HMP Barlinnie (2) 

HMP Greenock (1) 

HMP Perth (3) 

HM YOI Polmont (1) 

HMP Shotts (1) 

All Male 

(8) 

2012-

2013 

7  

(1 has been legally 

determined at FAI) 

1 (HMP Barlinnie) HMP Barlinnie (2) 

HMP Cornton Vale 

(1) 

HMP Glenochil (1) 

HMP Inverness (1) 

HMP Perth (1) 

HMP Shotts (1) 

Male (6) 

Female 

(1) 

 
  



The information requested regarding how many prisoners have attempted suicide in each of the last 

three years, and information available on how many were considered at risk of attempting suicide, 

broken down by (A) institution and (B) gender is provided in Table 2: 

Table 2: 

Financial 

Year 

Total No. of Attempted 

Suicide Incidents 

recorded in PR2 

Total No. Placed on 

ACT2Care Strategy 

Total No. Not 

Placed on 

ACT2Care 

Strategy 

Gender 

2010-2011 21 

HMP Aberdeen (1) 

HMP Addiewell (1) 

HMP Cornton Vale (2) 

HMP Dumfries (3) 

HMP Edinburgh (4) 

HMP Inverness (2) 

HMP Kilmarnock (3) 

HMP Peterhead (1) 

HM YOI Polmont (2) 

HMP Shotts (2) 

16 5 Male (19) 

Female (2) 

2011-2012 22 

HMP Barlinnie (2) 

HMP Dumfries (3) 

HMP Edinburgh (1) 

HMP Greenock (1) 

HMP Inverness (1) 

HMP Kilmarnock (8) 

HMP Perth (2) 

HM YOI Polmont (2) 

HMP Shotts (2) 

16 6 All Male (22) 

2012-2013 18 

HMP Aberdeen (1) 

HMP Barlinnie (3) 

HMP Cornton Vale (3) 

HMP Dumfries (1) 

HMP Edinburgh (2) 

HMP Inverness (1) 

HMP Perth (2) 

HMP Peterhead (1) 

HM YOI Polmont (3) 

HMP Shotts (1) 

15 3 Male (16) 

Female (2) 

Due to the transfer of all health care records to NHS in November 2011 the SPS is unable to provide 

information relating to prisoners receiving treatment for mental health problems.  

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the number of police stations needed to 
provide effective policing. 

 (S4W-19220) 

Kenny MacAskill: The police in Scotland operate independently of ministers and any decisions on 
the future of police stations would be an operational matter for Police Scotland and the Scottish Police 
Authority.  

In this regard, it is not the role of the Scottish Government to undertake an assessment nor a 
judgement on the number of police stations needed to provide an effective policing service. 

 



Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what examples 
of restorative justice courts have applied. 

 (S4W-19225) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scottish courts have a range of sentencing options open to them when dealing 
with offenders, including some which include restorative elements. For example, a court can require 
an offender to pay compensation to their victim. Recent changes made in the Victims and Witnesses 
(Scotland) Act 2014 will, once they are commenced, mean that the courts must consider imposing a 
compensation order in all relevant cases. Courts can also impose Community Payback Orders 
(CPOs), which make offenders repay communities for the damage caused by their crimes and 
address the underlying causes of their offending behaviour. The majority of CPOs include a 
requirement to carry out unpaid work to benefit communities, for example removing graffiti or carrying 
out improvements to community facilities and parks. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many calls the national confidential reporting system for police employees 
has received each year. 

 (S4W-19226) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. This is a matter for 
Police Scotland. You may contact the chief constable, Sir Stephen House at Police Scotland, 
Randolphfield, Stirling, FK8 2HD. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions the Scottish Government has had with the UK Government about how the work of 
GCHQ impacts on people and communities in Scotland and whether GCHQ has gathered information 
in Scotland using the surveillance system, Dishwire. 

 (S4W-19260) 

Kenny MacAskill: National security is reserved to the UK Parliament and the operations of GCHQ 
are a matter for the UK Government. As the First Minister indicated in answer to question S4F-01457 
on 13 June 2013, the Cabinet Secretary for Justice wrote to the Foreign Secretary on 11 June 2013 
regarding his statement on the information leaked by Edward Snowden. The letter and Mr Burt’s 
response have been lodged with SPICe (Bib Number 55086). These are the only recent 
communications the Scottish Government has had with the UK Government regarding the impact the 
work of GCHQ has on people and communities in Scotland. 

The answer to the First Ministers oral question is available on the Parliaments website, the official 
report can be viewed at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8770. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether its staff 
have access to the passwords for ministerial Twitter accounts and, if so, which accounts. 

Holding answer issued: 11 November 2013 (S4W-17976) 

John Swinney: Ministers operate their Twitter accounts in a personal capacity. 

Details of who has access to the First Ministers Twitter account are published on Twitter and can be 
found through the following link: twitter.com/AlexSalmond 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answers to questions S4W-18970, S4W-18971 and S4W-18973 by Fiona Hyslop on 14 
January 2014, whether it will provide the information that was requested and confirm (a) what 
stakeholders it consulted about establishing a separate media regulator in an independent Scotland 
prior to publication of the white paper on independence, (b) what discussions it has had with 
representatives of Channel (i) 4 and (ii) 5 regarding the continuation of commercial broadcast licences 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8770
twitter.com/AlexSalmond


in an independent Scotland and (c) what representatives from the BBC it consulted and on what prior 
to publication of the white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-19216) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland was informed by a range 
of research and discussions including with broadcasters, academics and other interested 
stakeholders. The Scottish Government engaged with a number of stakeholders about the media in 
an independent Scotland and continues to do so. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it issues to local authorities regarding developments near sites of historic interest. 

 (S4W-19264) 

Fiona Hyslop: Historic Scotland, as the Scottish Government’s heritage agency, takes the lead role 
in providing advice and guidance to planning authorities, developers and others on the potential 
impacts of development on the historic environment. In offering advice, Historic Scotland recognises 
that the historic environment is a fragile and irreplaceable resource, but also a dynamic one. 

There are three specific areas of the planning system in which Historic Scotland is involved: 

1. Development planning 

Historic Scotland works with planning authorities during the preparation of local development plans 
to ensure that the historic environment is considered in a positive way. Historic Scotland also works 
with planning authorities on development plan delivery initiatives, such as the preparation of 
supplementary guidance, masterplans and development briefs. 

2. Development management 

Historic Scotland is a statutory consultee for planning applications for works affecting A-listed 
buildings and scheduled monuments and their settings as well as inventory battlefields or inventory 
garden and designed landscapes. Where an application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact 
Assessment, Historic Scotland is also consulted. 

In providing views on planning applications Historic Scotland considers various issues, including 
how the development might affect the appreciation of the site in its wider context. In doing so, Historic 
Scotland seeks to help decision makers establish a clear understanding of heritage assets so that any 
impacts can be sensitively managed. Historic Scotland also welcomes early engagement so potential 
impacts can be identified and addressed at an early stage. 

3. Guidance  

Historic Scotland also publishes a series of managing change guidance notes which are intended to 
be used by planning authorities and other interested parties in the development management 
process. These guidance notes seek to explain how to apply the policies contained in the Scottish 
Historic Environment Policy and The Scottish Planning Policy. These can be accessed at:  
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/policy/managingchange.htm. There is a guidance 
note on setting. 

Historic Scotland, together with Architecture and Place and Architecture and Design Scotland, has 
also produced the volume New Design in Historic Settings. This aims to set out the means by which 
we can raise the standard of new design in historic settings and the advice is aimed at designers, 
developers, local authorities, community groups and other important stakeholders. It can be accessed 
here at: http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/policy/newdesigninhistoricsettings.htm.  

Encompassing the natural and built environment more widely, Creating Places is the Scottish 
Government’s policy statement on architecture and place. Its website is an important element of the 
policy and it is designed to be a resource for everyone with an interest in the built and natural 
environment, and includes guidance on culture and heritage. It can be accessed at: 
http://www.creatingplacesscotland.org/. 

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/policy/managingchange.htm
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/policy/newdesigninhistoricsettings.htm
http://www.creatingplacesscotland.org/


Transport Scotland 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it will provide an update on the progress of the M8 M73 M74 Motorway Improvements 

Project. 

(S4W-19411)

Keith Brown: I can confirm that this government intends to award this NPD contract to Scot Roads 

Partnership Project Ltd (SRP). The value of the contract is approximately £500 million in Net Present 

Value (NPV) terms, and includes the cost of the construction of the new road, its operation and 

maintenance over 30 years and the financing costs. 

The NPV of £500 million represents a construction cost of approximately £310 million; significantly 

below the pre-tender estimate of £415 million, which reflects the robustness of the competitive 

dialogue process, challenging bidders to provide the optimal value-for-money solution. It also 

demonstrates the very strong competition for this contract and is indicative of the prevailing market 

conditions in the construction industry more generally. 

This important milestone heralds a strong statement from the international investor community that 

Scotland’s infrastructure is seen as a viable and desirable long-term investment. Following a 

significant level of international investor interest, funding from the project will come from the European 

Investment Bank (EIB) and a group of investors managed by Allianz Global Investors, one of the 

world’s leading integrated financial services providers. 

The employment benefits of this project will be of a similar scale to the M74 Completion which directly 

supported 900 construction jobs at its peak, the large majority of which were filled by workers from the 

local area. We expect that the M8 M73 M74 Motorway Improvements Project will deliver similar 

benefits to the local economy. Businesses will also benefit from economic savings while more 

generally the project will improve road safety, accessibility and reduce the number of accidents. 

We will also see considerable community benefits delivered as a result of this project, including 

opportunities for on the job training for apprentices and local employment. 

Delivery of this project will take us another step towards realising our vision of a modern and efficient 

transport system fit for a 21st Century Scotland, connecting our cities by fast and safe road and rail 

networks and making Scotland an attractive place to do business both now and in the future. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

 

S4W-19219 


