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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service will receive the report of the UK Government’s 
investigation into the blowout on the Elgin platform in the North Sea in March 2012. 

 (S4W-19192) 

Lesley Thomson: The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service anticipate receiving reports from 
both the Health and Safety Executive and the Department of Energy and Climate Change into the 
incident on the Elgin platform in the North Sea following the conclusion of their ongoing investigations. 
The Health and Safety Executive have advised that they hope to be in a position to provide a report 
before the end of March 2014. As those investigations remains live it would not be appropriate to 
comment further. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the net area is of productive forest being (a) felled and (b) replaced 
annually. 

 (S4W-19166) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Forestry Commission Scotland does not collect data on the total area of private 
sector forest felled on an annual basis. Although felling licences are issued for fellings, there is no 
requirement to harvest in a particular year, however most are conditional on appropriate restocking. 
The volume of timber harvested on private sector land in 2012 was 3.8m green tonnes. Figures for 
annual area felled on the National Forest Estate are set out in the following table: 

Year Area felled annually on the NFE (ha) 

2010 3200 

2011 4900 

2012 6200 

2013 6400 

Conifer restocking figures for both the National Forest Estate and the private sector are published as 
statistics by the Forestry Commission annually and these are set out in the following table. A small 
proportion of the total on the National Forest Estate and in the private sector will be restocking with 
native pinewoods. The restocking figures for the private sector are only for grant aided restocking. In 
general terms in recent years, grant aid has not been available for restocking with Sitka spruce and 
therefore the figures from 2010-11 onwards will significantly underestimate the total level of conifer 
restocking and are not directly comparable with 2009-10 or previous years. 

The comparison of felling and subsequent restock figures will not automatically correspond on a 
year on year basis. The difference between felling and restock areas will reflect the changes in 
management practices, such as increasing the fallow period before restocking for improved pest 
control, to on average between three and five years after felling, and also the introduction of open 
space to meet modern forest design practices. The felled area in 2012 and 2013 show an increase in 
the overall area compared with previous years, which corresponds with the operations to harvest trees 
infected with Phytophthora ramorum and Dothistroma needle blight: 

Conifer restocking 

Year to 31 March NFE (ha) Private (ha) Total (ha) 

2009-10 3200 7900 8000 

2010-11 4600 1100 5600 

2011-12 4100 500 4600 

2012-13 4200 1000 5100 

 

 

 

 



Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
gives to housing associations to mitigate the impact of the so-called bedroom tax. 

 (S4W-19176) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has provided £7.9 million to help front line advice 
services support people dealing with the bedroom tax, with £2.5 million ring fenced for social 
landlords. 

In addition, £20 million has been provided this year and up to £20 million next year to increase the 
funding available for the award of Discretionary Housing Payments to tenants in the social rented 
sector who are in financial difficulty as a result of the so called bedroom tax. 

Governance and Communities 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what powers local authorities have to ensure that private owners maintain properties to 
an acceptable standard. 

 (S4W-19173) 

Margaret Burgess: Owners of private property are responsible for repairing and maintaining their 
property. Under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 local authorities can use work notices to require 
private home owners to carry out work on substandard property and maintenance orders to require 
them to maintain their property. Under these powers local authorities can carry out work if owners are 
unable or unwilling to do so themselves and to recover their costs. 

Under the Building (Scotland) Act 2003, local authorities have a duty to deal with dangerous 
buildings. The 2003 Act also provides local authorities with powers to deal with defective buildings. 
This includes serving a notice that calls for work to be carried out, carrying out emergency work or 
doing work in default of the owner. It is for local authorities to determine when it is appropriate to use 
these powers. 

The Housing Bill which was introduced to the Scottish Parliament in November 2013 contains some 
amendments to give local authorities a broader range of tools that they can use as part of a strategic 
approach to tackling poor standard housing in their areas. This includes discretionary powers for a 
local authority to issue a maintenance plan where it has had to issue a work notice to require the 
owner to carry out repairs, and no certificate has been issued to confirm that the work required to be 
carried out by the work notice has been completed. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
introduce minimum standards on energy performance for all private sector housing at point of (a) sale, 
(b) rental and (c) major refurbishment and whether government funding will be contingent on 
properties meeting such standards. 

 (S4W-19177) 

Margaret Burgess: Scottish Ministers set out their position in March 2011 that they would not 
regulate for minimum standards of energy efficiency in private sector housing before 2015, and would 
look to regulate at the point of sale or rental. 

As part of the implementation of the Sustainable Housing Strategy, published in June 2013, Scottish 
Ministers have set up a working group to develop proposals for draft regulations for public consultation 
which would set minimum standards for private sector housing. The working group, which includes 
representatives from consumer, environmental, local authority and private rented sector interests, will 
be considering issues such as the point at which standards would apply, and how any regulation 
would fit with incentives. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what fiscal 
measures it has in place to incentivise people to implement energy efficiency measures in their 
homes. 

 (S4W-19178) 



Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government provides a range of incentives to improve the energy 
efficiency of homes. In April 2013 we launched our Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland 
(HEEPS) which provides £74 million in 2013/14 to tackle fuel poverty, reduce carbon emissions and 
support jobs. HEEPS supports the installation of energy efficiency measures in Scottish households 
and includes funding the Home Energy Scotland helpline which provides people with free impartial 
advice on the best steps they can take to improve the energy efficiency of their home and incentives 
available. 

The Green Homes Cashback Scheme has also been running since 1 November 2012 and offers 
cashback vouchers to householders across all tenures of up to £1200 if they install an energy 
efficiency improvement that has been recommended on their Green Deal assessment. Since 2012 we 
have issued 17,449 individual cashback vouchers. 

Section 65 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 placed a duty on local authorities to introduce 
discount schemes for council tax, offering a minimum in-year reduction of £50 where householders 
undertake efficiency improvements to their home. 

With the full powers of independence, this government would design a new means of funding and 
delivering energy efficiency improvements to Scottish homes that are fairer and better suited to our 
needs.  

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what priority local 
authorities give to looked after children applying for socially rented accommodation and what support 
they provide to ensure that they maintain their tenancies. 

 (S4W-19180) 

Margaret Burgess: The Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 sets out those groups of people that social 
landlords, including local authority landlords, must give reasonable preference when allocating their 
housing. This includes those who are homeless or threatened with homelessness. 

Local authorities are responsible for having allocations policies that comply with the Act. The priority 
they give to looked after children applying for social housing will be based on their assessment of each 
young person’s particular housing needs. 

Through the Housing Support duty and regulations, all local authorities are required to assess and 
provide housing support for certain homeless applicants to whom they have a duty to secure settled 
accommodation. Care leavers should be supported to make a successful transition to independent 
living when they are ready to do so and provisions in the Children and Young People Bill are aimed at 
improving outcomes in this regard. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how many under-25-year-olds are affected by the so-called bedroom tax. 

 (S4W-19181) 

Margaret Burgess: During August 2013, a total of 75,662 households on housing benefit were 
affected by the removal of the spare room subsidy in Scotland. Of these, 3,939 were households 
where the main claimant was aged under 25 years. 

Note: As housing benefit can be claimed by a household as well as an individual, age of claimant 
refers to the age of an individual claimant or, if claiming as a couple, the eldest age within that couple. 

Source: Stat-Xplore, Department for Work and Pensions: https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/ 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how many under-25-year-olds have (a) applied for and (b) received discretionary housing 
payments in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-19182) 

Margaret Burgess: This information is not held centrally. 

 

https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/


 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it is 
reviewing the (a) suitability and (b) effectiveness of short assured tenancies in the private rented 
housing sector. 

 (S4W-19212) 

Margaret Burgess: I have established a stakeholder-led review group, independently chaired by 
Professor Douglas Robertson, to examine the suitability and effectiveness of the current private rented 
sector tenancy regime and to develop recommendations to Scottish Ministers on how the current 
regime might work better and or the options for taking forward reform. 

Health and Social Care 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
remains its policy to match available dental vocational training places with the number of graduates 
from dental schools. 

 (S4W-19156) 

Michael Matheson: Following careful assessment of a range of factors which apply to supply and 
demand within dental service provision within Scotland, and advice from the chief dental officer for 
Scotland, the Scottish Government has concluded that a revised policy should apply regarding the 
provision of dental vocational training places (DVT) in Scotland. 

From 2014, Scottish Government policy is to match the number of DVT places to the number of 
dental graduates who have applied for a DVT place in Scotland. This will deliver a more equitable and 
manageable process for the provision of DVT places, ensuring that no Scottish dental graduate, who 
presently make up the majority of applicants for Scottish places, will suffer any detriment. It remains 
the case however that securing a DVT place is a competitive process, and the decision on whether to 
offer a dental graduate employment rests with the employing dental practice. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
students are expected to graduate from dental schools in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-19157) 

Michael Matheson: The expected graduate output from Scottish dental schools in 2014 is 190, 
subject to the outcome of final exams. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many dental 
vocational training places will be made available in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-19158) 

Michael Matheson: In 2013, 173 dental vocational training (DVT) places were provided. For 2014, 
in accordance with our revised policy, we will match the number of DVT places to graduates who have 
applied for such a place, which is 179.  

It is NHS Education for Scotland (NES) which has operational responsibility for delivering the 
Scottish Government’s policy, and NES is in the process of recruiting the required number of dental 
trainers. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many dental 
vocational trainers it has recruited in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-19159) 

Michael Matheson: It is NHS Education for Scotland (NES) which is responsible for the recruitment 
of dental vocational trainers in Scotland. Recruitment is an ongoing process and, as of today, 85 
dental vocational trainers have been recruited. NES is operating on the basis of ensuring that there 
are sufficient trainers to match the number of applicants for a DVT place in Scotland. 

 



 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that there are sufficient dental vocational trainers to meet the needs of graduates in 
2013-14. 

 (S4W-19160) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19159 on 24 January 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in 
place to ensure that there are a sufficient number of vocational training places available for students 
graduating from dental school in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-19161) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19158 on 24 January 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last 
increased the level of vocational training allowance. 

 (S4W-19162) 

Michael Matheson: The grant paid to vocational trainers and salary paid to vocational trainees, 
were last increased with effect from 1 April 2009. There is an additional vocational training practice 
allowance which was introduced in 2003 and remains at the level set at that time. 

The various grants and allowances paid to dentists who provide NHS general dental services are 
kept under review and revised where appropriate. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will next 
increase the level of vocational training allowance and by what amount. 

 (S4W-19163) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19162 on 24 January 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Learning and Justice 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) full-time and (b) part-time (i) disabled students and (ii) students with additional support 
needs have attended further education college courses in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-19169) 

Michael Russell: Data on the number of students who attended colleges in Scotland are produced 
by the Scottish Funding Council. The latest data are for academic year 2012-13. 

Table 1 shows the number of students who attended college broken down by mode of study, 
recorded disability and those receiving additional support. 

In recent years, we have asked colleges to concentrate on delivering courses that focus on 
employability. The shift from part-time to full-time students shown in Table 1 is the result of this re-
focusing, and reflects a move away from funding very short programmes of study (under 10 hours), 
and leisure programmes. Table 1 also makes clear that full-time equivalents (FTEs), a better measure 
of the volume of learning, have remained largely unchanged over the period in question 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Table 1-Students at Scottish colleges, 2006-07 to 2012-13: 

 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Full-time students 68,884 68,290 71,319 77,456 80,248 81,373 78,970 

Part-time students 294,713 310,943 303,667 269,880 225,721 176,540 159,835 

Full-Time 
Equivalent 
Students (FTEs) 129,378 131,423 133,374 134,918 134,547 133,199 131,421 

Students with a 
Recorded Disability 
(FTEs) 17,132 18,118 19,194 19,512 20,058 20,920 21,477 

Students receiving 
additional support 
(AS) /on 
programmes for 
those with AS 
needs (FTEs) 20,428 21,886 23,540 23,940 25,188 25,077 24,090 

Source: Scottish Funding Council 

Transport Scotland 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the timescale is for completion of each section of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-19183) 

Keith Brown: The timescale for completing individual sections of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral 
Route Balmedie to Tipperty project is being developed as part of a current bidding process and will be 
confirmed once the contract is concluded. The timescale for completing the full projects remains the 
spring of 2018. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether, in light of comments by the Minister for Transport and Veterans reported in the Evening 
Express on 28 December 2013, there have been changes to completion timescales on the Aberdeen 
Western Peripheral Route project. 

 (S4W-19184) 

Keith Brown: There is no change to the to the completion timescales on the Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route Balmedie to Tipperty which currently remains as spring 2018 

 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the A90 Balmedie to Tipperty dualling is expected to be completed. 

 (S4W-19185) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19183 on 24 January 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there are financial implications of completing sections of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral 
Route early as per the comments of the Minister for Transport and Veterans reported in the Evening 
Express on 28 December 2013. 

 (S4W-19186) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Keith Brown: Any section of the scheme which is opened early will deliver early economic benefits 
to the North East of Scotland and beyond. These will be fully assessed as part of the procurement 
process. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact changes to the timescale for opening particular sections of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral 
Route would have on work to improve the Haudagain Roundabout. 

 (S4W-19187) 

Keith Brown: There will be no impact as the overall works completion date of spring 2018 remains 
unchanged. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light 
of comments by the Minister for Transport and Veterans reported in the Evening Express on 28 
December 2013, what discussions it has had with Aberdeen City Council and Aberdeenshire Council 
regarding changes to completion dates for particular sections of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral 
Route. 

 (S4W-19188) 

Keith Brown: The planned completion date of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route Balmedie to 
Tipperty project remains unchanged. Scottish Government and council officials have had discussions 
on the potential for bidders to put forward differing phasing proposals as part of their bids. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given Aberdeen City Council's request that it sign a legal agreement that it will 
fund the improvements to the Haudagain Roundabout. 

 (S4W-19189) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17877 on 6 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the response was to the landslip on the A83 at the Rest and be 
Thankful on 15 January 2014 and what progress is being made in work to (a) prevent and (b) minimise 
the impact of landslips on the A83. 

 (S4W-19227) 

Keith Brown: A minor landslide occurred on the A83 Rest and Be Thankful after 16:00 on 15 
January 2014. Our operating company, BEAR Scotland and Police Scotland were quickly on site to 
review and assess the situation and manage the initial response. The A83 was never closed and the 
Police controlled traffic until an assessment was carried out. This was completed at 17:30, when 
temporary traffic lights were installed. The road was fully reopened at 15:55 the following day after the 
debris, verge and drainage channels were cleared. 

The Scottish Government fully appreciates the significance of the A83 trunk road to the communities 
of Argyll and to the local economy. Over the last seven years, the Scottish Government has spent over 
£32 million on the A83 trunk road. 

Our operating company is currently in the process of procuring the next landslide mitigation phases 
(10, 11 and 12), which are anticipated to commence on site in February 2014. Progress on this and 
other works on the A83 are published on the Transport Scotland website: 
www.transportscotland.gov.uk. 

Transport Scotland has also commissioned studies at three other areas on the A83 which are 
potentially susceptible to disruption due to landslides. These are at Glen Kinglass, Cairndow and Loch 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Shira. The aim of these studies is to identify solutions to provide a similar level of risk reduction at 
these areas to that at the Rest and Be Thankful. Draft options reports for each of the sites are 
currently being prepared. 

 


