
Wednesday 22 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it would take to improve the situation of farmers in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4O-2826) 

Richard Lochhead: The member will know that this Scottish Government has always sought to put 
the best interests of our farmers, and indeed our wider rural communities, at the very forefront of our 
decisions. However, there is no doubt that we could do much more if we were an independent nation 
in Europe, negotiating and pressing hard on the issues that really matter to Scotland’s farmers and 
crofters. 

Of course, the additional funding that Scotland would gain is well documented. Not only would it 
enable us to target areas where it is most needed, but it would also transform our rural development 
programme. But we would also argue strongly for other policy measures, such as the need for a level 
playing field on the voluntary coupled support scheme to support our livestock sector, rather than the 
unacceptable two-tier system that is currently in place. 

There are many benefits of Scotland being independent and that I why I urge all farmers and crofters 
to vote Yes. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is has taken to deliver (a) the proposals on diversity in the banking sector and (b) each of the 
commitments identified in Sustainable, Responsible Banking: a Strategy for Scotland. 

 (S4W-19205) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is actively taking forward all the commitments detailed in 
its banking strategy, Sustainable, Responsible Banking: a strategy for Scotland. This includes activity 
undertaken by the Scottish Government aimed at helping to increase choice for consumers in the kind 
of organisations they choose to provide their banking services. Further information on progress 
against these commitments will be made available in due course. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the potential impact on Scotland's economy, what discussions it had with the UK Government in 2013 
regarding the banking operations of RBS in Scotland. 

 (S4W-19209) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises the significant contribution that financial 
services companies make to the Scottish economy and is fully committed to maximising headquarter 
functions and employment in Scotland. 

There have been no specific discussions between the Scottish Government and the UK Government 
regarding the banking operations of RBS in Scotland in 2013. However, Scottish ministers regularly 
meet with senior representatives of RBS to discuss matters of mutual concern. Scottish Government 
officials also closely monitor issues relevant to the banking sector in Scotland with a view to making 
representations to the UK Government as appropriate. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-18585 by John Swinney on 5 December 2013, whether the UK 
Government discussed with it the allegations that RBS put "good and viable businesses" into default to 
improve its balance sheet. 

 (S4W-19210) 

John Swinney: There have been no discussions between the UK Government and the Scottish 
Government on this matter. The Scottish Government continues to work with all the banks, including 
RBS, to improve the supply of affordable finance for viable businesses.  



Governance and Communities 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
local authorities can use income obtained from reductions in council tax discount on energy efficiency 
and fuel poverty initiatives to improve the affordability of housing stock. 

 (S4W-19116) 

John Swinney: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places a duty on local authorities to 
introduce a discount scheme for council tax, offering a minimum in-year reduction of £50 where 
householders undertake efficiency improvements to their home. Local authorities do not derive an 
income from the operation of the scheme. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many notices of liability for expenses under section 50A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 have been registered, and how many of these have been 
discharged in each year since 2011, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19124) 

Derek Mackay: Section 50 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (the Act) enables Scottish Ministers and planning authorities to recover expenses for urgent 
works which they carry out to preserve unoccupied listed buildings. 

Since 2011 Scottish Ministers have not exercised their powers under section 49 of the Act, so have 
not registered any notices of liability for expenses under section 50 of the Act. The Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 requires notices of liability for expenses to be 
registered with the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland, Registers of Scotland have confirmed that no 
cases have been registered with them. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps its health directorates will take to support Cervical Cancer Prevention Week.  

 (S4W-19203) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is fully supportive of the aims of Cervical Cancer Prevention 
Week (CCPW). This year CCPW is focussing on all things related to cervical cancer, including 
spreading information about symptoms and causes of the disease as well as ways to prevent it. 

The Scottish Government operates successful immunisation and screening programmes designed 
to vaccinate against the HPV virus and to identify possible cervical cancer causing cells before they 
develop. Through these programmes, women are provided with information to help them make 
informed choices about attending cervical screening and symptoms they should look out for. 

The Scottish Government will be supporting this year’s CCPW by participating in the ‘Put Yourself in 
the Picture’ campaign run by Jo’s Cervical trust. Scottish Health and Wellbeing Ministers will be 
uploading photos of themselves at in a show of support for the aims of CCPW. 

The Scottish Government will also utilise its social media channels to promote the aims of CCPW 
and the ‘Put Yourself In the Picture’ campaign. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures its health directorates will take to increase awareness of cervical cancer 
symptoms through (a) national education programmes, (b) NHS board initiatives and (c) other means. 

 (S4W-19204) 

Alex Neil: The earlier a cancer is detected the easier it is to treat. We know that screening is the 
best way to detect cervical cancer at its earliest stage. Every woman in Scotland between 20 and 60 
years of age is invited to be screened for cervical cancer every three years. These women will receive 
communication materials relating to cervical screening that advise that any women who experience 
unusual symptoms should report these to their GP as soon as possible. 



NHS boards have responsibility for publicising cervical screening within their local area and for 
working closely with their communities to increase screening uptake. GPs also play a pivotal role in 
highlighting the benefits and risks of cervical screening to their patients. 

In addition, through our £30 million Detect Cancer Early programme, we aim to increase the 
proportion of cancers detected at the early stage of disease. It is anticipated that the programme will 
benefit earlier detection of all cancers as people become more confident about recognising and 
reporting changes in their body and become more aware of screening programmes through social 
marketing campaigns. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact the outcomes of the Australian Government's post-implementation 
review of the Tobacco Plain Packaging Act 2011 will have on the Scottish Government's commitment 
to introduce standardised packaging for tobacco products. 

 (S4W-19240) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government remains committed to the introduction of this policy in 
Scotland, given the strong evidence to support the impact it will have on preventing the uptake of 
smoking among young people. 

Learning and Justice 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
policy decisions it made in or after May 2007 that influenced (a) the number of teachers and (b) class 
sizes in 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 13 January 2014 (S4W-18926) 

Michael Russell: Local authorities will have made decisions about staffing levels in their schools for 
school session 2007-08 before and immediately after the summer holidays. Those decisions will have 
been made taking account of relevant local and national policies including both the Government’s 
clearly stated P1-P3 class size reduction policy and the forthcoming concordat which included a 
commitment by the Scottish Government and local government to ‘each do what is required to, as 
quickly as possible, reduce class sizes in P1-P3 to a maximum of 18’. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which local 
authorities it consulted and in what form in advance of its announcement on 7 January 2013 regarding 
the provision of school meals. 

 (S4W-19123) 

Michael Russell: Extending the entitlement of free school meals to children in primary 1 to 3, has 
been a Scottish Government commitment since 2007 and there has been an on-going dialogue 
between COSLA and the Scottish Government about it. 

Following the UK Government’s autumn statement on 5 December 2013, Scottish Ministers carefully 
considered how to use the consequential funding to the optimum benefit for children and young 
people. This included the consideration of the views previously expressed by COSLA and the views of 
the 5 local authorities that piloted free school meals for primary 1-3 pupils in 2007-08. These views are 
contained within the ‘Evaluation of the free school meals trial for primary 1-3 pupils’ which was 
published in 2008 and can be accessed on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/08/29114033/0. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it is consulting local authorities to determine the allocation of funding for free school meals. 

 (S4W-19136) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is in the early stages of a discussion with COSLA to 
determine the allocation of funding for free school meals to primary 1-3 pupils in Scotland. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/08/29114033/0


Strategy and External Affairs 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-18758 by Nicola Sturgeon on 19 December 2013, how many 
people who were not Scottish Government civil servants (a) worked in any capacity, and (b) advised 
on the white paper, broken down by (i) job title, (ii) role and (iii) start and end dates. 

Holding answer issued: 21 January 2014 (S4W-19078) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18197 on 3 December 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many non-civil servants it has contracted since 2007 to (a) engage in work and (b) advise on 
independence, broken down by (i) job title, (ii) role, (iii) remuneration and (iv) start and end dates.  

Holding answer issued: 21 January 2014 (S4W-19080) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18197 on 3 December 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support and assistance it is giving to the Morayvia project at Kinloss 
Barracks. 

 (S4W-19211) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government provides support for non-national museums through 
Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS). I would advise Morayvia to contact MGS for advice on setting up 
a new museum. MGS can be contacted at: 
http://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/ 

The Highlands and Islands Enterprise Moray Team has been in regular contact with Morayvia and is 
providing ongoing advice to the project, including information about potential funders for future 
development. 

Transport Scotland 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-18983 by Keith Brown on 9 January 2014, whether it will confirm how many 
trains pass through the station per hour at peak periods, broken down by rail service. 

 (S4W-19143) 

Keith Brown: The following services call at or pass through Dalmeny during the morning and 
evening peaks:  

 
AM Peak (0700-0900) PM Peak (1600-1800) 

Call Pass Call Pass 

Fife Circle (towards Glenrothes 6 2 7 1 

Fife Circle (from Glenrothes) 5 1 7 1 

Kirkcaldy to Glasgow Queen Street 1 0 0 0 

Edinburgh to Perth 0 1 0 1 

Perth to Edinburgh 1 1 0 1 

Edinburgh to Dundee 0 2 0 2 

Dundee to Edinburgh 2 1 0 1 

Edinburgh to Aberdeen 0 2 0 2 

Aberdeen to Edinburgh 0 1 0 1 

Edinburgh to Inverness 0 1 0 1 

Inverness to Edinburgh 0 0 0 1 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/


 
AM Peak (0700-0900) PM Peak (1600-1800) 

Call Pass Call Pass 

Aberdeen to London Kings Cross 
(operated by East Coast) 

0 0 0 1 

Dundee to Plymouth (operated by 
Cross Country) 

0 1 0 0 

Please note: the figures listed above relate to the number of services during the peak period stated 
above, and not per hour. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the (a) agenda, (b) list of attendees, (c) minutes, (d) details of the purpose of and (e) outcome 
of each meeting that (i) ministers and (ii) officials have had with (A) public bodies, (B) external 
stakeholders, (C) MSPs and (D) members of the public regarding the land for the Glasgow Airport Rail 
Link project since 17 September 2009. 

 (S4W-19155) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has kept Parliament fully informed, regarding the land for 
the Glasgow Airport Rail Link through the answers provided to the following parliamentary questions 
lodged on the subject since February 2010: 

Parliamentary Question Date of Response 

S3W-31078 04-02-2010 

S3W-32270 19-03-2010 

S3W-32289 19-03-2010 

S3W-33248 23-04-2010 

S3W-33251 23-04-2010 

S3W-36879 09-11-2010 

S4W-17209 30-09-2013 

S4W-17210 30-09-2013 

S4W-17211 30-09-2013 

S4W-17212 30-09-2013 

S4W-17213 30-09-2013 

S4W-17214 30-09-2013 

S4W-17215 30-09-2013 

S4W-17216 30-09-2013 

S4W-17217 30-09-2013 

S4W-17218  30-09-2013 

S4W-17219 30-09-2013 

S4W-17220 30-09-2013 

S4W-17221 30-09-2013 

S4W-17696 01-11-2013 

S4W-17697 01-11-2013 

S4W-17698 01-11-2013 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http:--www.scottish.parliament.uk-Apps2-Business-PQA-Default.aspx. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the (a) agenda, (b) list of attendees, (c) minutes, (d) details of the purpose of and (e) outcome 
of each meeting between ministers regarding the land for the Glasgow Airport Rail Link project since 
17 September 2009. 

 (S4W-19164) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government does not hold any such documents.  

I refer the member to S4W-19155 answered on 22 January 2014. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


 


