
Monday 20 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the definition of “fairer” is in the Minister for Environment and Climate Change’s comment to BBC 
Scotland that “There should be a fairer distribution of land, communities should have access to land to 
fulfil their aspirations.” 

 (S4W-19122) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government recognises that the current distribution of land is 
highly concentrated, given that reportedly just 432 landowners own 50% of the privately owned land in 
Scotland and that this concentration of ownership may lead to constraints upon fair access to land to 
enable communities and individuals to achieve their full potential. 

The Scottish Government cannot pre-empt the outcome of the final report from the independent 
Land Reform Review Group, or the outcome of the ministerial-led review of Agricultural Holdings 
Legislation which are both due to report back later this year. However, our vision is for a fairer, or 
wider and more equitable, distribution of land in Scotland where communities and individuals have 
access to land and, where such is lacking, that there is the necessary diversity of tenure. The Scottish 
Government believe that Scotland needs to ensure communities are empowered to consider how land 
in their community is used, and that the system allows communities to fulfil their aspirations. This 
government also believes that land should be available to provide opportunities for new entrants to 
farming and forestry. Scotland is on a journey to delivering land reform and to enable improvements to 
engaging with communities on optimising land use. This government believes that the nation’s land 
should be used to benefit the people and environment of Scotland to deliver sustainable economic 
growth with due regard for impacts on the environment and upon the health and wellbeing of 
communities across Scotland. 

To fulfil Scotland’s potential, this government believes we need to build a society with greater 
diversity of land ownership, where communities have access to land to fulfil their aspirations and 
needs and to support business and employment in rural areas, including in traditional rural sectors, 
and for provision of community infrastructure, such as housing and green space. This includes 
community land buy-outs to achieve greater distribution of land to communities, sustainable 
development and realise increased economic vitality and employment. There are currently just under 
500,000 acres of land under community ownership and the Scottish Government is committed to a 
target of achieving 1 million acres of land in community ownership by 2020. The Community 
Empowerment Bill will streamline and extend the existing community right to buy contributing to this 
target to ensure communities have access to land needed for housing, environmental and 
employment opportunities and the Scottish Government, as one of Scotland’s largest landowners, is 
active in exploring opportunities for creation of new community ownership projects through appropriate 
transfers of ownership from the Scottish Government estate. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when Arran will have full service next generation superfast broadband. 

 (S4W-19171) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government and its partners are investing over £280 million in our 
Step Change programme which, alongside commercial deployment, will deliver next generation 
broadband access to 95% of premises in Scotland by 2017-18. 

Deployment to Arran falls within the scope of the Highlands and Islands broadband project. Next 
generation broadband services are expected to be available in all ten of Arran’s exchange areas by 
2016. Coverage to those parts of North Ayrshire being delivered in the Highlands and Islands project 
(Arran and the Cumbraes) will be around 91% of premises by the end of 2016. 

 

 



Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-18974 by Nicola Sturgeon on 10 January 2014, which specific 
industry stakeholders it consulted regarding coverage obligations for internet providers and when 
these consultations took place prior to the publication of Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an 
Independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-19191) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Coverage obligation issues, such as those related to the recent 4G spectrum 
auction, have been discussed at regular meetings between Scottish Government officials and mobile 
network operators. Officials met with EE on 17 October 2013, O2 Telefonica on 3 October 2013, 
Three on 12 September 2013 and Vodafone on 16 October 2013. In addition, officials met with the 
Mobile Operators Association on 30 October 2013. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) water and (b) wastewater treatment works have been upgraded in 
each year since 2010. 

 (S4W-19197) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In this regulatory period 2010-15, Scottish Water is tasked with upgrading 97 
water treatment works and 185 wastewater treatment works to deliver improvements to drinking water 
quality and wastewater discharges. This is in addition to the maintenance that will be undertaken 
routinely by Scottish Water at its installations. 

The numbers of improvements delivered in each year since 2010 are: 

 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Water Treatment 
Works 

1 12 23 

Wastewater treatment 
works 

1 46 35 

By quarter 2 of 2012-13, Scottish Water had upgraded 47 water treatment works and 86 wastewater 
treatment works. 

The delivery of Scottish Water’s investment programme is monitored by the Output Monitoring 
Group chaired by the Scottish Government. Its quarterly monitoring reports are published on the 
Government's website at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/waterindustryscot/publications/deliveryprogress 

Transport Scotland 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many funding applications for transport infrastructure projects have been (a) received and (b) granted 
by the Scottish Futures Trust in each year since its inception and what the value was of each. 

 (S4W-19074) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) work to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
infrastructure investment in Scotland by working collaboratively with public bodies and industry, 
leading to better value for money and ultimately improved public services. 

The bulk of SFT budget is to cover their running costs, around 3/4 of which, is staff costs. They do 
not generally allocate funding for transport infrastructure or other projects. However, since the 
spending review in 2011, an asset management fund of £1 million per annum (capital) has been 
established, which is administered by SFT. This contributes to significant savings across the Scottish 
Government arising from improvements in asset management. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-19058 
S4W-19059 
S4W-19060 
S4W-19062 
S4W-19070 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/waterindustryscot/publications/deliveryprogress

