
Wednesday 15 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it is providing to small businesses. 

 (S4O-02793) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government recognises the valuable contribution small businesses 
make to our economy and is committed to maintaining a supportive environment to assist them to 
grow and thrive. 

Small businesses are benefiting from policies which: improve business support; reduce the burden 
of taxation and regulation; improve access to finance; help recruitment; and support the development 
of new ideas. 

 

 Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on HM Treasury figures that suggest that Scotland has experienced 
larger budget reductions than London and south east England. 

 (S4O-02795) 

John Swinney: These figures underline that decisions on Scotland’s economy and public finances 
should be taken in an independent Scotland. Not only have Westminster’s successive budget cuts 
over the past four years undermined the economic recovery in Scotland, but the latest announcement 
by the Chancellor of £25 billion further cuts in 2016-17 and 2017-18 show his intention to embed 
austerity for years to come. 

The Scottish Government’s spending power is being cut by 11.1 per cent in real terms over the 
current five year spending review period. In addition to these £3.4 billion of cuts, Westminster 
politicians have now threatened to introduce a further £4 billion of additional cuts if Scotland votes 
against independence. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
report to the Parliament on how its policies and programmes will leverage private investment to 
supplement its funding to deliver on (a) climate change and (b) fuel poverty targets. 

 (S4W-19179) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has committed to provide investment of £200 million 
per annum to improve the energy efficiency of housing, tackle fuel poverty and reduce emissions 
through the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS), which in 2013-14 combines 
£74 million Scottish Government funding with an estimated £120 million energy company funding 
through the Energy Companies Obligation (ECO). Once final spend for the first year is known (after 
September 2014), and taking account of the UK Government’s recently announced plans following 
their review of social and environmental programmes, we will publish a detailed breakdown of funding 
provided by energy companies and the Scottish Government. We intend to publish these statistics 
annually. 

The Scottish Government published its second Report on Proposals and Policies (RPP2), Low 
Carbon Scotland, meeting the emissions reduction targets 2013-2027, in June 2013. The report 
provides the current estimated costs for full delivery of the measures to address climate change 
emissions contained within it and describes a number of policies which engage private investment and 
partnership across a range of areas. The financial costs of the measures set out in RPP2 will fall 
across government, business and consumers. The appropriate balance of spend between the public 
and private sector will be determined by how much public money is needed to support delivery and 
encourage private investment in the measures. The next Report on Proposals and Policies (RPP3) will 
cover the emissions targets for 2028-2032 and is planned for publication in 2016. The report will 
contain an assessment of the progress towards implementing the measures set out in the second 
RPP. 



Finance 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what recent discussions the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and 
Sustainable Growth has had with the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing regarding the future 
financing of the NHS. 

 (S4O-02794) 

John Swinney: We understand how important our public services are to the people of Scotland and 
value an NHS that is publicly owned and appropriately funded. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and I meet regularly to ensure that our resources 
are effectively and sustainably targeted at delivering better outcomes for the people of Scotland. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when 
ministers last met the Chancellor of the Exchequer and what issues were discussed.  

 (S4O-02796) 

John Swinney: Scottish Ministers regularly meet with ministers from the UK Treasury to promote 
the steps we are taking with our limited powers to deliver a more prosperous and fairer Scotland. 

Most recently, in November 2013, I met the Chief Secretary to the Treasury in Cardiff at the Finance 
Minister’s Quadrilateral, where we discussed the devolved administrations’ collective concerns over 
the UK Government’s damaging welfare reforms and the need for greater capital investment to 
underpin the economic recovery. 

Health and Social Care 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason (a) the treatment time guarantee is not being met and (b) 
performance against the standard that outpatients should be seen within 12 weeks has been 
deteriorating, as stated in the Audit Scotland report, Management of patients on NHS waiting lists. 

 (S4W-19008) 

Alex Neil: There will be various reasons why the treatment time guarantee and first outpatient 
waiting time standard are not being met and the reasons will vary across boards in Scotland. Some 
will be down to increased demand, specific issues locally including staffing etc. For example, 
Grampian has a pressure in theatre capacity, which is why they are in the process of completing the 
building of six new theatres. 

I have made clear to all board chairmen the need for them to ensure that their board deliver all 
waiting time standards and the legal guarantee. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action patients can take if their legal right to treatment within 12 weeks has 
not been met. 

 (S4W-19009) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government expects health boards to take all appropriate action to comply 
with their legal obligation to ensure patients are treated in accordance with the treatment time 
guarantee. If a patient has not received their treatment within the 12 week maximum waiting time 
period they should immediately contact their health board so that an appointment can be made to treat 
them without delay. 

Section 10 of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 sets out the actions a health board must take 
where it has not complied with the treatment time guarantee. These are; make such arrangements as 
are necessary to ensure that the agreed treatment starts at the next available opportunity, provide an 
explanation as to why the treatment did not start within the maximum waiting time; provide the patient 
with details of the patient advice and support available and on how to give feedback or raise a concern 
or complaint. 



Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many patients in each NHS board stated that they wished to be treated (a) 
by a named doctor and (b) at a specific hospital in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-19010) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not available centrally. Under New Ways, patients 
wishing to be treated by a named consultant or wishing to be treated at a specific location would have 
been recorded under social unavailability. However, the reasons for social unavailability being applied 
was not collected through the New Ways warehouse. 

Boards are now required since the introduction of the legal treatment time guarantee on 1 October 
2012, to provide information centrally on the specific reasons for patient advised unavailability being 
applied. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to increase capacity and resources in the NHS in order to 
deliver the treatment time guarantee. 

 (S4W-19011) 

Alex Neil: Health’s budget in 2013-14 is £11.6 billion of which territorial and special boards have 
received a core allocation of £8.8 billion. Health’s resource funding has increased by £249 million, 
delivering on the Scottish Government’s commitment to pass on the resource budget barnett 
consequentials in full to the Health Service in Scotland. 

This has enabled the NHS workforce to grow by more than 2,300 or 1.8 per cent, in the last year. A 
total of over £27 million in the current year specifically to support delivery of waiting times standards 
has also been allocated in the current year. This funding has allocated across all territorial boards 
including the Golden Jubilee National Hospital. 

We are aware that most boards are experiencing difficulties in delivering the legal treatment time 
guarantee in the specialties of orthopaedic and ophthalmology that is why we have funded the Golden 
Jubilee to increase capacity in orthopaedics by 10 per cent and to double their ophthalmology service. 
This capacity will support boards across Scotland to deliver the legal treatment time guarantee. 

Health boards also have plans in place to invest over £67 million to increase capacity including the 
recruitment of around 420 more staff - consultants, nurses and other clinical support staff in the 
current year. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether (a) it or (b) the NHS is aware of residents of Scotland seeking private organ transplants 
abroad and, if so, in which countries and on what scale. 

 (S4W-19024) 

Alex Neil: NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) is the organisation responsible for the collection and 
publication of organ donation and transplantation statistical information for Scotland. There is no 
requirement for clinicians to provide NHSBT with data on patients who have had transplants outside of 
the UK and therefore no national statistics are available. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the independent investigation into the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde IT failure not 
establishing “the exact root cause”, whether it has established the cause of the failure and what its 
position is on the effectiveness of the proposals for future prevention. 

 (S4W-19033) 

Alex Neil: The source of the information, communications and technology incident at NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde was Active Directory, but the specific root cause of the original corruption of data 
has yet to be determined. The supplier of Active Directory is monitoring for a similar incident worldwide 
which could lead to a specific remedy and closure. Recommendations from the review of the incident 



are being implemented. This will mean that, even if a rare incident like this should reoccur, the time 
taken to deal with it and the impact on services will be much reduced. 

 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the highest recorded number of whole time equivalent staff employed by NHS Lanarkshire was and 
how many it employed in September 2013. 

 (S4W-19035) 

Alex Neil: The number of whole time equivalent (WTE) staff employed by NHS Lanarkshire 
(excluding General Practitioners and General Dental services) is 10,131.2 WTE as at 30 September 
2013. This is the highest number of staff in NHS Lanarkshire on record. 

The number of staff employed by NHS Lanarkshire from 2002 to 2013 can be found at:  
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-11-
26/Overall_Trend_S2013.xls?35312397. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the highest recorded number of whole-time equivalent staff employed by NHS 
Highland was, and how many it employed in September 2013. 

 (S4W-19036) 

Alex Neil: The highest recorded number of whole time equivalent (WTE) staff employed by NHS 
Highland (excluding General Practitioners and General Dental services) is 8,012.9 WTE as at 30 
September 2013. This is the highest number of staff in NHS Highland on record. 

The number of staff employed by NHS Highland from 2002 to 2013 can be found at: 
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-11-
26/Overall_Trend_S2013.xls?35312397. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the highest recorded number of whole-time equivalent staff employed by NHS 
Western Isles was, and how many it employed in September 2013. 

 (S4W-19037) 

Alex Neil: The number of whole time equivalent staff (WTE) employed by NHS Western Isles 
(excluding General Practitioners and General Dental services) is 845.6 WTE as at 30 September 
2013. This is the highest number of staff in NHS Western Isles on record. 

 
The number of staff employed by NHS Western Isles from 2002 to 2013 can be found at: 
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-11-
26/Overall_Trend_S2013.xls?35312397. 

 

Colin Keir (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many whole time equivalent staff were employed by NHS Lothian (a) at the highest point on record 
and (b) in September 2013. 

 (S4W-19073) 

Alex Neil: The number of whole time equivalent staff employed by NHS Lothian (excluding General 
Practitioners and General Dental services) is 19,069.1 as at 30 September 2013. This is the highest 
number of staff in NHS Lothian on record. 

The number of staff employed by NHS Lothian from 2002 to 2013 can be found at: 
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-11-
26/Overall_Trend_S2013.xls?35312397. 
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Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much the NHS has spent treating injuries caused by dog attacks in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-19138) 

Alex Neil: The information sought is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the term 
“childcare” in its white paper on independence is to be read as “early learning and childcare”. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18728) 

Aileen Campbell: Yes. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
equivalent figures for 2007 were to those for 2006 provided by the First Minister on 12 December 2013 
(Official Report, c. 25668) and what the accounting period was. 

Holding answer issued: 13 January 2014 (S4W-18924) 

Michael Russell: The relevant information can be viewed at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439969.pdf. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
accounting period was for the 2006 figures provided by the First Minister on 12 December 2013 
(Official Report, c. 25668). 

Holding answer issued: 13 January 2014 (S4W-18925) 

Michael Russell: The annual census of pupils and teachers in publicly funded schools is conducted 
in September each year. The 2006 figures represent the situation in schools on the day of the census 
in September 2006. This was the last census before the 2007 Scottish Parliamentary election. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, following 
the meeting with Deans of Faculties of Education on 2 July 2013, which ministers were notified that 
the scale of the commitment to reduce P1 to P3 class sizes to 18 and provide pre-school children with 
access to a teacher “does not allow it to be delivered in the lifetime of a parliament”. 

Holding answer issued: 13 January 2014 (S4W-18928) 

Michael Russell: There was no meeting between the Scottish Government and the Deans of 
Faculties of Education on 2 July 2013. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with internet service providers about the cyber security implications of 
establishing Scottish networks and IP addresses in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-18976) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has regular engagement with industry stakeholders, at 
both ministerial and official level. These discussions have informed the approach to 
telecommunications in an independent Scotland as set out in Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an 
Independent Scotland. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which cyber security experts it consulted prior to publication of the white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-18977) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439969.pdf


Kenny MacAskill: The plans set out in Scotland's Future are based on a process of policy 
development by the Scottish Government that has drawn appropriately on expert advice at a number 
of stages. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
latest estimate is of any increased travelling costs for (a) Aberdeen City Council, (b) Police Scotland 
Aberdeen City Division and (c) local voluntary agencies as a result of the closure of HMP Aberdeen 
and the relocation of prisoners to HMP Grampian. 

 (S4W-19095) 

Kenny MacAskill: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-18995 

 

 


