
Monday 13 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
advice the Lord Advocate has issued regarding use of Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000. 

Holding answer issued: 7 October 2013 (S4W-17363) 

Frank Mulholland: The Lord Advocate has not issued any formal advice regarding the use of 
Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000. A code of practice for examining officers is produced by the 
Home Office as the Terrorism Act 2000 is UK wide and relates to reserved matters. General advice 
has, on occasion, been provided to the police by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service on 
request. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is regarding the announcement of possible tougher sentencing for housebreaking over the 
festive period; whether it considers that the proposals will have a meaningful impact on crime levels; 
what performance indicators will be used to determine if the changes have been successful; when it 
will be decided whether the changes have been successful; when the public will be informed of the 
decision, and how the pilot areas were identified. 

 (S4W-18952) 

Lesley Thomson: On 16 December 2013 I announced the commencement of a robust prosecution 
policy across Scotland for the period between 16 December 2013 and 6 January 2014 to deal with 
housebreakers. There was a presumption that those who break into people’s houses would be placed 
on petition. Those convicted of this crime could face a potential maximum sentence of up to 5 years 
imprisonment. The sentence in any individual case remains the decision of the Court. You will also be 
aware that the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) had an initiative targeting people 
charged with house breaking between 3 June 2013 and 30 August 2013 in Edinburgh. 

Police Scotland, in consultation with COPFS, also implemented an ongoing police detection initiative 
at this time to tackle housebreaking in areas which had shown an increase not only in break–ins to 
homes but also sheds and garages. That initiative stemmed from the police review of crime trends and 
their commitment to ensure local policing reflects local issues. 

There was national publicity around the fact that the prosecution policy was to be in place over the 
festive period and that an evaluation of the cases arising would then be carried out. The evaluation of 
the prosecution policy over the festive period is ongoing. There has been some evaluation already 
carried out of the summer initiative and I have had an opportunity to consider that. As a result on 7 
January 2014 prosecutors were advised that the presumption of placing housebreakers on petition 
should remain in force meantime. 

I will consider the position further once the evaluation results of both initiatives are finally assessed. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) permanent and (b) temporary legal staff have been employed by 
the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service in each month since April 2007. 

 (S4W-19023) 

Lesley Thomson: The figures provided relate to the actual number of legal staff employed i.e. the 
headcount figure (Table 1)  

Table 1: Legal Staffing Figures (Headcount). Figures include all full-time and part-time staff currently 
at work and those on paid leave. 

The full-time equivalent figure previously quoted in answers by law officers will be lower as it 
amalgamates the number of both full and part-time legal staff employed into full-time equivalent posts. 



Date Permanent Fixed Term 
Trainee 

Solicitors Total 

01 April 2007 421 1 41 463 

01 May 2007 420 0 41 461 

01 June 2007 419 1 41 461 

01 July 2007 419 1 41 461 

01 August 2007 418 1 41 460 

01 September 2007 431 2 50 483 

01 October 2007 432 2 50 484 

01 November 2007 427 2 50 479 

01 December 2007 421 2 50 473 

01 January 2008 424 1 50 475 

01 February 2008 421 1 50 472 

01 March 2008 426 2 50 478 

01 April 2008 423 2 50 475 

01 May 2008 423 3 50 476 

01 June 2008 421 3 50 474 

31 July 2008 422 2 50 474 

31 August 2008 452 5 51 508 

30 September 2008 456 6 51 513 

31 October 2008 454 8 51 513 

30 November 2008 453 9 51 513 

31 December 2008 459 7 51 517 

31 January 2009 468 4 51 523 

28 February 2009 469 4 51 524 

31 March 2009 467 6 51 524 

30 April 2009 466 6 53 525 

31 May 2009 468 6 54 528 

30 June 2009 464 10 54 528 

31 July 2009 463 9 54 526 

31 August 2009 486 11 52 549 

30 September 2009 492 27 54 573 

31 October 2009 494 30 53 577 

30 November 2009 504 32 54 590 

31 December 2009 496 32 54 582 

31 January 2010 494 33 54 581 

28 February 2010 493 33 54 580 

31 March 2010 488 31 54 573 

30 April 2010 488 26 53 567 

31 May 2010 488 23 52 563 

30 June 2010 487 23 50 560 

31 July 2010 489 16 51 556 

31 August 2010 490 34 53 577 

30 September 2010 491 32 52 575 



Date Permanent Fixed Term 
Trainee 

Solicitors Total 

31 October 2010 492 31 51 574 

30 November 2010 492 31 51 574 

31 December 2010 491 30 50 571 

31 January 2011 482 30 49 561 

28 February 2011 482 32 50 564 

31 March 2011 479 31 50 560 

30 April 2011 477 20 50 547 

31 May 2011 476 24 50 550 

30 June 2011 471 24 50 545 

31 July 2011 474 26 48 548 

31 August 2011 472 26 45 543 

30 September 2011 469 24 45 538 

31 October 2011 469 17 44 530 

30 November 2011 469 15 45 529 

31 December 2011 468 15 46 529 

31 January 2012 464 14 45 523 

29 February 2012 465 14 45 524 

31 March 2012 454 14 45 513 

30 April 2012 458 17 45 520 

31 May 2012 454 24 45 523 

30 June 2012 457 25 45 527 

31 July 2012 452 26 45 523 

31 August 2012 457 24 39 520 

30 September 2012 455 23 39 517 

31 October 2012 453 22 39 514 

30 November 2012 455 21 39 515 

31 December 2012 456 25 39 520 

31 January 2013 463 27 39 529 

28 February 2013 464 25 38 527 

31 March 2013 465 24 39 528 

30 April 2013 465 23 39 527 

31 May 2013 456 23 39 518 

30 June 2013 456 23 39 518 

31 July 2013 456 23 39 518 

31 August 2013 455 23 39 517 

30 September 2013 455 26 39 520 

31 October 2013 449 30 39 518 

30 November 2013 458 27 38 523 

 

Enterprise and Environment 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it would 
support a ban on payday loan advertising at the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-18944) 



Shona Robison: The Glasgow Commonwealth Games (Trading and Advertising) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2013 restrict advertising activity in the vicinity of Games venues during the Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games. To be able to advertise legally within the event zones during the prohibited 
times, advertising activity must be either exempt under the regulations or authorised by the Organising 
Committee, Glasgow 2014 Ltd. To be authorised by the Organising Committee, the advertising activity 
should either be by an official Games sponsor or fall within a list of permitted categories. Payday loan 
companies do not fall within the list of permitted categories and no payday loan companies are official 
sponsors of the Games. As things stand, payday loan companies would not be granted authorisation 
to carry out any advertising activity within any of the event zones. 

The Organising Committee will also be monitoring advertising more widely to ensure that no 
company or organisation is making unauthorised reference to, or suggesting any illegal association 
with, the Games. 

Regulation of consumer credit advertisements is currently the responsibility of the Office of Fair 
Trading (OFT), and is therefore a reserved matter. The Scottish Government has made several 
representations to both the UK Government and the OFT, urging tighter regulation of the industry 
particularly around advertising. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-18742 by Nicola Sturgeon on 18 December 2013, whether any 
delivery company was used in addition to Royal Mail to distribute the postcard in support of the white 
paper on independence. 

 (S4W-19002) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No. 

Governance and Communities 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the Pensions Infrastructure Platform. 

 (S4W-18929) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has held a number of discussions with the National 
Association of Pension Funds (NAPF), which is leading on the creation of the Pensions Infrastructure 
Platform. Most recently the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Economic Growth attended 
an NAPF conference in November 2013. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to attract infrastructure investment through the Pensions Infrastructure Platform. 

 (S4W-18930) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Once up and running, the Pensions Infrastructure Platform may provide a useful 
source of finance for infrastructure projects, if the returns being sought by the pension fund investors 
meet the needs of the project and provide value for money to the taxpayer. 

The Scottish Government is already working closely with institutional investors including insurance 
companies to bring competitive financing to the £2.58 billion Non-Profit Distributing (NPD) and hub 
pipeline of infrastructure investments in Scotland. Institutional investors have been the main investor in 
five of the six projects that have reached financial close, including the two revenue funded projects 
transacted in December 2013 for the City of Edinburgh Council’s James Gillespies High School and 
NHS Lanarkshire’s three health facilities. 

Looking to the next financial year, the Scottish Government expects institutional investors to be an 
important part of its financing plans for NPD and hub when in excess of £1.25 billion of investment will 
be required. In addition to insurance funds, significant finance for the larger stand-alone NPD projects 
has been secured from the European Investment Bank and the M8 M73 M74 project will shortly reach 
financial close with finance from other institutional investors. 



Learning and Justice 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
scope there is to incorporate (a) labour market intelligence and (b) entrepreneurship into the (i) 
activities of careers advisers and (ii) development of the curriculum for excellence. 

 (S4W-18908) 

Angela Constance: Skills Development Scotland has the responsibly for providing a high quality 
careers service to all ages. I have asked their chief executive to forward on to you information about 
the scope for labour market intelligence and entrepreneurship to be incorporated into the work of their 
careers advisers. 

Curriculum for Excellence provides local authorities and schools with the flexibility to tailor their 
curricula to suit learners’ needs, aspirations and circumstances. We would expect them to use a 
variety of sources of information in providing a relevant curriculum, including local and national labour 
market intelligence, university/college entry requirements and other advice (including options for 
starting a business and entrepreneurship) provided through the careers service. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made on transferring administration of the (a) Police Scotland and (b) Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service pensions from the Local Government Pension Scheme authorities to the Scottish 
Public Pensions Agency. 

 (S4W-18931) 

Kenny MacAskill: Good progress is being made; a project team has been established with the 
Scottish Public Pensions Agency to take this forward and we are confident the appropriate 
arrangements will be in place in good time for 1 April 2015. Representatives of Police Scotland and 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service are included in the project board. The project manager is 
currently conducting a number of local visits to local government pension administrators to ensure 
their knowledge and experience is also included in the project. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the non-
completion rate has been for Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (primary) courses at 
university in each of the last five years for which information is available. 

 (S4W-18932) 

Michael Russell: Performance Indicators (PIs) for Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are 
published by the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) on behalf of the four UK higher education 
(HE) funding bodies. These PIs include non-continuation rates and projected outcomes and are 
available at institution level. A non-completion rate for the specific course requested is not currently 
published as part of the PIs. PIs are available from the HESA website: 
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2072&Itemid=141 

The development of the UKPIs is governed by the UK Performance Indicators Steering Group. This 
collaborative governance arrangement brings together representatives of the four UK funding bodies 
for HE, HESA, government departments, HE institutions and other interested bodies to steer the 
development of such measures. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider asking an organisation such as the Higher Education Statistics Agency to collect and publish 
statistics on completion rates at universities. 

 (S4W-18933) 

Michael Russell: Although HESA does not publish completion rates, it does publish non-
continuation rates and projected outcomes, measures which the Scottish Government has felt 
sufficient for its interests to date. The Scottish Government and the Scottish Funding Council feed into 
the development of the UKPIs through the UK Performance Indicators Steering Group (UKPISG). 
Following a fundamental review of the UK Performance Indicators, UKPISG will implement a series of 

http://www.hesa.ac.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2072&Itemid=141


recommendations in relation to the UKPIs, including the recommendation that “The current set of 
UKPIs should undergo a more detailed review to ensure they use the most appropriate data and have 
the appropriate focus to measure the specified topics, including the scope of the population covered”. 
The Scottish Government will take this opportunity to consider the most appropriate measures for 
Scottish institutions going forward. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the figures published in the Summary Statistics for Schools in Scotland, No 4: 
2013 that suggest that the number of pupils with additional support needs is equivalent to 19% of the 
school population, and whether it considers that the decline in the number of teachers since 2010 
leaves sufficient capacity for schools to deal with this. 

 (S4W-18949) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government is clear that the statistics indicate that there continues to 
be improved recording of children and young people with additional support needs in Scotland. The 
statistics also indicate that the pupil teacher ratio in local authority schools remains at the 2011 level of 
13.5. This is the second year this has been maintained. 

The report to Parliament on the implementation of additional support for learning will be published in 
February 2014 and will provide information on how well children and young people’s learning needs 
are met. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the destinations of school leavers with additional support needs in (a) 2009-10, 
(b) 2010-11, (c) 2011-12 and (d) 2012-13. 

 (S4W-18950) 

Alasdair Allan: Information on the destinations of school leavers with additional support needs from 
the school years 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12 is already published. Information on the destinations 
of school leavers from the 2012-13 school year will be published in June 2014. 

Information on secondary and special school leavers from publicly funded schools in Scotland by 
reason for support and initial destination category in 2011-12 is published in table L4.1 of the 
supplementary dataset to the Summary statistics for attainment, leaver destinations and healthy living, 
No. 3: 2013 Edition publication. This is available from the Scottish Government website using the 
following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/Datasets/attainmentandleavers 

Information on secondary school leavers from publicly funded schools in Scotland by reason for 
support and initial destination category in 2010-11 is published in table 3.3 of the supplementary 
dataset on the Scottish Government website at the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/schleavdest2011 

Information on secondary school leavers from publicly funded schools in Scotland by reason for 
support and initial destination category in 2009-10 is published in table 3.5 of the supplementary 
dataset on the Scottish Government website at the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/supdata2010 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17526 by Kenny MacAskill on 28 
October 2013, how many prosecutions there were in 2012-13 under section 6(1) of the Tobacco and 
Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Act 2010. 

 (S4W-18969) 

Kenny MacAskill: There were four prosecutions where the main offence was under section 6(1) of 
the Tobacco and Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Act 2010 in the financial year 2012-13. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/Datasets/attainmentandleavers
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/schleavdest2011
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/supdata2010


Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-18165 by Michael Russell on 20 
November 2013, how much it has paid each college to help mitigate the costs of the reclassification. 

 (S4W-18982) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council is leading work to support the sector in mitigating 
the impacts of reclassification, and the funding of individual colleges is a matter for that body. I have 
therefore asked its interim chief executive to respond directly to you. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the definition is of a pupil with additional support needs and whether this 
has changed since the 2010 edition of the Summary Statistics for Schools in Scotland was published. 

 (S4W-18987) 

Alasdair Allan: Additional support needs is defined by the Additional Support for Learning Act 2004 
(as amended). The definition and guidance on the definition is available from the code of practice on 
additional support for learning available from: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/04/04090720/5. The definition has been in place since 
the commencement of the legislation in 2005. 

However, the way in which statistics about additional support for learning are collected was changed 
in 2010. Prior to 2010, only pupils with co-ordinated support plans, individual educational programmes 
or who were attending a special school were recorded as having additional support needs. However, 
in 2010 this was extended to include anyone receiving additional support, regardless of whether it was 
under a formal plan. This led to a large increase in the number of pupils recorded with additional 
support needs since 2010. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the definition is of “Other” under the heading, Additional Support Needs, in 
Table 3.5 in the Summary Statistics for Schools in Scotland, No.4: 2013 Edition. 

 (S4W-18988) 

Alasdair Allan: The definition of “Other” which is provided in the ScotXed guidance to local 
authorities for the completion of the pupil census is: 

Other Need Type: This need type is there to record any other type of additional support that does 
not fit into any of the other categories. This could include: Stage 1 or 2 intervention (interventions at 
class or school level), other formal or informal support, temporary or short term support (possibly as 
an interim measure pending a formal plan). This should not include support that falls into co-ordinated 
support plans, individual educational programme or child plan need types, should cover information 
already recorded on their MIS system and should not necessitate the collection of any additional data. 

Please note that in 2010, “Child Plans” were included within “Other” as a separate category for 
“Child Plan”' was not added until 2011. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-18924 
S4W-18925 
S4W-18926 
S4W-18928 
S4W-18937 
S4W-18938 
S4W-18943 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/04/04090720/5

