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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
which local authorities in the Forth Valley region participate in the Seafood in Schools initiative. 

 (S4W-18909) 

Richard Lochhead: The highly successful Seafood in Schools initiative is teaching young people 
across Scotland about Scottish seafood, where it comes from, how it reaches our plates, and why 
eating seafood is good for us. The project aims to cover all education authorities across Scotland by 
the end of the current funded period in March 2015. 

The project is yet to engage with schools in the Forth Valley region, however, schools from that area 
are welcome to apply. Schools can sign up at: www.seafoodinschools.org/contact-us. Seafood in 
Schools coordinators will also be making direct approaches over the coming months to encourage 
schools to participate in areas where there is yet to be engagement. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-10376 by Fergus Ewing on 08 November 2012, 
how much it (a) has spent and (b) plans to spend on marketing and communications activity relating to 
Homecoming 2014 in (i) Scotland, (ii) the rest of the UK and (iii) the rest of the world, and what 
proportion of all of its marketing and communications spending this represents. 

 (S4W-18963) 

Fergus Ewing: VisitScotland has been provided with a core budget of £5.5 million by the Scottish 
Government to deliver Homecoming 2014, of which £1.75 million has been allocated for dedicated 
marketing campaign activity. The detail of how this funding will be spent is held by VisitScotland and I 
have asked the chief executive of VisitScotland to provide you with the detail asked for in your 
question. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what industry stakeholders it consulted about coverage obligations for internet providers prior to 
publication of the white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-18974) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has regular engagement with industry stakeholders, at 
both ministerial and official level, which informed the approach to telecommunications in an 
independent Scotland that was set out in Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland. 
This engagement included general discussions on coverage obligations.  

Specific coverage obligations would be a matter for the government of an independent Scotland and 
industry stakeholders would be consulted on the development of such proposals at the appropriate 
time. Independence would allow us to deliver a more coherent approach to extending mobile and 
broadband coverage across Scotland than is currently possible by aligning policy, taxation, funding 
and regulation.  

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the (a) legal implications and (b) cost for consumers of maintaining 
the UK International Telecommunication Union code in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-18975) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scotland’s international dialling code will be set by the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) when Scotland is formally recognised as an independent country by 
the United Nations. As set out in Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland, we will 
seek to ensure that Scotland continues to use the 0044 international dialling code, through the ITU. 

http://www.seafoodinschools.org/contact-us


This would be similar to the current shared use of the 001 international dialling code by a number of 
North American countries including Canada and the USA. 

On the basis that telecoms markets currently operate on a Great Britain-wide basis and will continue 
to do so following independence, and given the existing practice of countries sharing international 
dialling codes, the Scottish Government has assessed that the continued use of the 0044 code is 
achievable and that there will therefore be no legal and cost implications of maintaining this code in an 
independent Scotland. 

 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that any money raised as a result of the proposed Single Use Carrier Bag Charge 
(Regulations) Scotland will remain in the Scottish economy. 

 (S4W-18979) 

Richard Lochhead: We intend to negotiate an agreement with retailers for the proceeds of the 
charge to be donated to good causes in Scotland, including for litter and waste prevention. We have 
always been clear that the primary aim of the charge is to drive behaviour change and reduce litter, 
rather than raise funds. Our approach strikes a balance between retailers continuing to support their 
own local good causes and directing a proportion of funds raised to environmental causes. We will 
keep the arrangements under review after implementation. 

 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it is giving to ringfencing a proportion of any money raised as a result of the proposed 
Single Use Carrier Bag Charge (Regulations) Scotland for organisations based in Scotland that deal 
with litter reduction. 

 (S4W-18980) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18979 on 10 January 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at the following address: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that organisations based in Scotland that campaign against litter will be properly resourced. 

 (S4W-18981) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government funds Zero Waste Scotland to deliver a co-ordinated 
programme of action on waste and litter. As part of this programme, Zero Waste Scotland is 
contributing £250,000 this financial year towards the local clean up activity of Keep Scotland 
Beautiful’s ‘Clean Up Scotland’ campaign. This is more than double Zero Waste Scotland’s funding in 
2012 towards Keep Scotland Beautiful’s previous ‘National Spring Clean’ initiative. Over the past three 
years, Zero Waste Scotland has also funded a number of organisations to carry out smaller scale, 
innovative, local activities to tackle litter and flytipping. 

The Scottish Government is committed to tackling litter, and we have consulted on proposals for 
Scotland’s first national litter strategy for Scotland, which we will publish this year. As an early action, 
we will run a nationwide campaign this summer to help tackle the problem. We want to influence 
behaviour, and the culture in Scotland, to encourage everyone to dispose of waste responsibly. This 
will complement the Clean Up Scotland initiative. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it is proposing to (a) put the National List trialling of 
grass and clover at the Craibstone estate in Aberdeen out to tender and (b) transfer the trialling at the 
Bush Estate in Edinburgh to Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture. 

 (S4W-18996) 
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Richard Lochhead: With the current contract due to end on 31 March 2014, the Scottish 
Government undertook an extensive review of the options for the future of National List crop trialling in 
Scotland. This included commissioning reports and advice from a number of independent specialists. 

The review took over 12 months and has resulted in the Scottish Government opting to utilise a 
mixture of trial operators in future. In line with a request from the seed industry, the contract was 
broken down into two parts, with the cereals section being successfully tendered last summer and the 
work being split between the two applications received. 

For grass and clover trials, the best option for the future was a mixture of in-house provisions by 
Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture (SASA), part of the Scottish Government’s Agricultural 
and Rural Payment’s Division and contracting out. Using SASA will provide assurances for the 
maintenance of expertise and knowledge in this specialised area of crop trialling, as well as reduce 
costs while maintaining the quality of data produced. 

In line with Scottish Government procurement guidelines, the remaining grass and clover trial for the 
North East of Scotland is currently out for tender. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what assessment there has been of the financial savings of 
transferring the National List trialling of grass and clover in Edinburgh to Science and Advice for 
Scottish Agriculture. 

 (S4W-18997) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government expect significant cost savings in the overall crop 
trialling budget. However, the actual size of savings will not be known until the completion of the 
tender exercise for the North East of Scotland’s herbage site, due to close on the 27 January 2014. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government who will inspect and report on the National List trials conducted by 
Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture in Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-18998) 

Richard Lochhead: European rules for official supervision of crop trialling, apply only to external 
individuals or organisations authorised by a member state to undertake this work.  

The requirement for supervision, therefore, does not affect the work to be undertaken by Science 
and Advice for Scottish Agriculture. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the implications of the proposed 
changes to National List trialling in Aberdeen and Edinburgh for the management and coordination of 
data for the Scottish Recommended Lists of Grass and Clover Varieties. 

 (S4W-18999) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government currently provides the Scottish Grass Levy Board 
(SGLB) with crop data from all of their grass / clover trial sites. This information is used by SGLB to 
select candidates for their own Recommended List trials. The Scottish Government does not propose 
any change to this process, and the quality of the Recommended List will not be affected by the 
change in trialling arrangements. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the impact that the change of trial 
site and altitude will have on the effectiveness of the National List if trialling in Edinburgh is transferred 
to Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture. 

 (S4W-19000) 



Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government commissioned an independent scientific review of 
the proposed site at the Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture, which concluded that there will 
be no significant effect on the quality of the data produced. 

Health and Social Care 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many adults 
have epispadius, and what (a) specialist and (b) support services are available to them, broken down 
by NHS board. 

 (S4W-18914) 

Michael Matheson: It is not possible to determine the total number of adults with epispadias in 
Scotland from centrally held statistics. 

There were 11 adults admitted to hospital with a diagnosis of epispadias in NHS Scotland in the five 
years from 1 April 2008 to 31 March 2013. Figures cannot be provided by NHS board due to the small 
number of patients involved. 

The condition is managed as part of the UK Bladder Exstrophy service. Locally identified cases are 
sent to a designated receiving centre in England, for surgery: these are in Manchester or Great 
Ormond Street London. This is a shared care model, with on-going support services for people with 
this condition a local issue in each case. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what representations it has made regarding the introduction of accredited 
voluntary registration for healthcare professionals; on what dates, and what the outcome was. 

 (S4W-18966) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the Professional Standards Authority 
for Health and Social Care (PSA) regarding all aspects of its statutory functions as they apply to 
Scotland. Prior to the introduction of the Accredited Voluntary Registers scheme, the PSA held two 
stakeholder engagement workshops in Glasgow, on 9 February and 2 November 2012 respectively. 
Following the introduction of the scheme another event was held in Edinburgh on 1 November 2013. 
The scheme has significantly exceeded the PSA’s initial estimates for the number of registers to be 
accredited in the first year of operation. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it considers that accredited voluntary registration for healthcare 
professionals could lead to it being unable to bar professionals who fail to meet acceptable patient 
safety standards and, if so, what action it will take. 

 (S4W-18967) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government supports the Accredited Voluntary Register scheme, run by the 
Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social Care, as a proportionate alternative to full 
statutory regulation. Registration with an accredited voluntary register does not restrict existing 
sanctions available to the relevant public bodies in cases of serious malpractice or endangerment. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it will take to ensure that the healthcare delivered by voluntary 
regulated health professionals meets acceptable patient safety standards. 

 (S4W-18968) 

Alex Neil: Health professionals who are on voluntary registers are subject to standards of 
education, practice and professional development as set out by those registers. Voluntary registers 
which achieve accreditation through the Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social Care’s 
Accredited Voluntary Registers scheme give the public the choice to select practitioners on a register 
that has been independently vetted and approved. All healthcare professionals working within 
NHSScotland are subject to conduct and performance standards regardless of their regulatory status. 



 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made on developing a rural recruitment strategy for the NHS, as referred to by the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing in paragraph 4 of his letter of 10 September 2013 to the 
chair of NHS Highland. 

 (S4W-18978) 

Alex Neil: My letter to the chair of NHS Highland of 10 September 2013 recorded my agreement 
with a view expressed at the NHS Highland Area Clinical Forum that there was a need for a rural 
recruitment strategy. As the letter also recorded, this followed discussions with the forum about 
sustaining services in NHS Highland and with associated recruitment and retention challenges. 

The Scottish Government is working closely with NHS boards to ensure that this vision becomes a 
reality for all communities, including remote and rural communities, so that everyone in Scotland 
receives safe, consistent, reliable and sustainable health care services, delivered to the highest 
standards. 

In addition, we have given NHS Highland extra funding to develop and test a range of innovative 
ways of delivering healthcare in rural areas. On 28 January 2013 I announced that a pilot scheme by 
NHS Highland to develop models of healthcare delivery suitable for remote and rural areas was to be 
set up. The scheme, subsequently launched on 28 August 2013 in Campbeltown by the Minister for 
Public Health, is providing £1.5 million, covering the three years 2013-14 to 2015-16, to test new ways 
of working and explore approaches to building sustainable health and care services. The scheme aims 
to develop and test new models of healthcare which contribute to a sustainable rural health care 
system, and to find ways to attract more GPs to rural areas. 

With regard to recruitment and retention challenges across NHS Scotland, Everyone Matters, the 
2020 Workforce Vision for NHS Scotland, identifies a number of areas for developing a more 
sustainable workforce, including supporting new and emerging service delivery models; ensuring high 
quality regional and local workforce data; and developing a Scottish investment plan to set the 
strategic direction for investing in the healthcare workforce now and in the future. 

Learning and Justice 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service regarding the proposed reduction in 
the number of control rooms and the siting of the remaining rooms. 

 (S4W-18945) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has regular meetings with the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service (SFRS). Decisions on the allocation of its resources, including the number and 
location of control rooms, is a matter for the SFRS board. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it can call in for ministerial comment or veto any plan from the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service regarding the siting of control rooms. 

 (S4W-18946) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Decisions on the allocation of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS) resources, including the number and location of control rooms, are matters for the SFRS 
board. 

Scottish Ministers set out priorities and objectives for SFRS to have regard to in the carrying out of 
its functions, in the Fire and Rescue Framework for Scotland, as detailed in Section 40 of the Fire 
(Scotland) Act 2005 (as amended). In addition, Scottish Ministers have powers to direct SFRS, as 
detailed in section 42a of the Act. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it provides to the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service to ensure that, through its structures and 
practices, it engages fully with communities across the Highlands and Islands.  



 (S4W-18947) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Fire (Scotland) Act 2005 (as amended) confers a duty to participate 
in community planning on the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS), and sets out at Section 
41J(2)(c) that this duty must be delegated to the designated Local Senior Officer for each local 
authority area. 

Section 41E of the Act sets out the content and process for preparing local fire and rescue plans. 
Local plans for each of Scotland’s 32 local authorities are currently open for public consultation and 
can be accessed through the SFRS website: www.firescotland.gov.uk. 

In addition, the Fire and Rescue Framework for Scotland 2013 sets out priorities and objectives for 
SFRS to have regard to in the carrying out of its functions, as detailed in Section 40 of the Act. The 
Fire Framework has a strong focus on the strengthened connection between SFRS and local 
communities. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
what basis it would refer part or all of the report, Property Estate - Strategic Intent, back to the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service. 

 (S4W-18948) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Property Estate - Strategic Intent is a Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS) paper which was considered at its board meeting on 26 September 2013. Decisions in relation 
to the SFRS’s property estate requirements for specified support functions are for the SFRS board. 
The minutes of the board meeting recording the decisions made can be found on the SFRS website. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which (a) newspapers and periodicals, (b) television stations and (c) journalists the First 
Minister gave personal interviews to during his recent visit to China; which are owned by or work for 
the Chinese state, and whether it will place (i) copies of the published interviews and (ii) digital copies 
and transcripts of the broadcasts in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe). 

Holding answer issued: 25 November 2013 (S4W-18216) 

Fiona Hyslop: The First Minister's trip to China and Hong Kong was a huge success, with the 
announcement of seven Sino-Scots partnerships worth £40 million, senior level meetings with major 
Chinese companies such as CNOOC and Sinopec and the delivery of two keynote speeches, one of 
which highlighted the forthcoming launch of the first Action Plan for Human Rights in Scotland and the 
responsibility of the international community to build a community in which all can flourish. His speech 
received praise from the Scottish Human Rights Commission. 

During the visit, as well as taking part in an innovation showcase and press conference for Beijing 
media, the First Minister undertook a series of one-to-one interviews to further promote Scotland as a 
key destination for investment, trade, education and tourism. Details of these interviews are as follows. 

Beijing: 
China Central Television, journalist Martina Fuchs: 

http://english.cntv.cn/program/bizasia/20131105/104049.shtml 

Phoenix TV, journalist unknown: http://v.ifeng.com/news/finance/201311/0191ae04-febd-4618-88c3-
25b37c294a17.shtml 

The First Minister also spoke to a documentary crew from China Central Television for a film to be 
broadcast next year about the work of the China Friendship Association. A transcript of this interview 
has been placed in Spice with Bib number 55591. 

China Central Television is the predominant broadcaster in mainland China and falls under the 
auspices of the Chinese State Administration of Radio, Film and Television.  
 
Hong Kong: 
Financial Times, journalist Demetri Sevastopulo: 

http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/
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http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/f886f646-46c7-11e3-9c1b-00144feabdc0.html 

CNBC Squawk Box, journalist Lisa Oake: http://www.cnbc.com/id/101177655 

South China Morning Post, journalist Kristine Kwok: 
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1350312/scotlands-leader-alex-salmond-seeks-better-ties-
after-independence-vote 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-18882 

S4W-18883 
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