
Tuesday 7 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-18283 by Alex Neil on 20 November 2013, whether it can 
confirm that an individual identified as having a speech or language therapy need should be provided 
with services appropriate to that need. 

 (S4W-18666) 

Alex Neil: Speech and language therapists work closely with individuals and their parents, families 
and carers where appropriate to ensure that the support, advice or intervention offered is appropriate 
to the needs of the individual, this can include supporting the individual to self-manage. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its expectations are of the demand for speech and language therapy provision over the next five 
years. 

 (S4W-18667) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government’s 20:20 Workforce Vision: Everyone Matters recognises the 
key role the workforce will play in responding to the challenges that NHS Scotland is facing, however it 
is for NHS boards to assess and plan to meet the needs of their local population, including planning 
for the appropriate workforce to be in place. 

In addition, the Chief Health Professions Officer commissioned NHS Education for Scotland to 
undertake a workforce review to scope workforce intelligence about a number of allied health 
professions (AHP). Initial reports covering speech and language therapy and occupational therapy 
have now been completed and will shortly be presented to the AHP strategic workforce group. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
professional advisory structures it employs in relation to (a) speech and language therapy and (b) 
allied health professions in adult health and social care policy and legislation. 

 (S4W-18668) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government employs a chief health professions officer (CHPO) who 
provides policy and professional advice on all allied health professions, including speech and 
language therapy. The CHPO works closely with a network of national leads (two of whom are speech 
and language therapists), Allied Health Professions (AHP) Directors in NHS boards and with the Allied 
Health Professions Federation which represents all AHP professional bodies including the Royal 
College of Speech and Language Therapists. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many local authorities have autism strategies for (a) children and (b) adults. 

 (S4W-18830) 

Michael Matheson: The joint Scottish Government-COSLA Scottish Autism Strategy focuses on the 
whole life journey and so local authorities will want to consider both children and adults in their local 
strategies. 12 local action plans have been submitted to date and four local authorities have promised 
completed action plans early in 2014. 

As part of our work to deliver the Scottish Strategy for Autism, the Scottish Government 
commissioned some work to map autism services and supports across localities. This work produced 
individual mapping reports for each council area and completed in October 2013. Some councils 
chose to wait for these reports to be available before completing their local autism strategy and action 
plans. But it means that some councils have been reviewing their drafts in light of the findings of the 
mapping reports, and these should be submitted to the Scottish Government, once ratified through the 
appropriate council committees, as a matter of urgency. 



 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to encourage the development of rugby league and build on Scotland’s successful performance 
at the 2013 Rugby League World Cup. 

 (S4W-18835) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is continuing to invest in Scotland Rugby League 
through sportscotland to build on the success at the 2013 Rugby League World Cup and the good 
work of the sport’s governing body in developing the sport and increasing participation. 

Learning and Justice 

 Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decides to separate from the rest of the UK and assumes EU member status, whether 
students in the country from other member states would have to pay university tuition fees and, if so, 
students from which states. 

Holding answer issued: 6 January 2014 (S4W-18631) 

Michael Russell: As is set out on pages 199-200 of Scotland’s Future, following independence, the 
Scottish Government proposes to maintain the status quo by continuing our current policy of charging 
fees to students from the rest of the UK to study at Scottish higher education institutions. We consider 
that this policy is an appropriate and necessary measure to ensure Scottish domiciled students 
continue to have access to higher education opportunities. We will also continue to support access to 
higher education in Scotland for students from elsewhere in the EU in accordance with our support for 
student mobility across Europe. 

 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidance it has given to local authorities on inspection regimes for 
premises offering a tattooing service. 

Holding answer issued: 6 January 2014 (S4W-18752) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Skin Piercing and 
Tattooing) Order 2006 gave local authorities the power to license individuals who carry out skin 
piercing or tattooing activities as a business.  

The Scottish Government has not provided any guidance to local authorities, however to support the 
implementation of this legislation the Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland and Health 
Protection Scotland produced a local authority implementation guide. The guide provides best practice 
information to assist officers in making licensing decisions. In order to minimise the risk to public 
health, there are a number of key requirements detailed with regard to the premises, operator, 
equipment and client information. The guide can be viewed at:  
http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/enviro/guidelinedetail.aspx?id=36090 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will ensure that regional college boards do not increase their budgets to 
the detriment of funding for further education colleges. 

Holding answer issued: 6 January 2014 (S4W-18805) 

Michael Russell: Once relevant powers are available to them, ministers plan to designate by order 
every college in a single college region that has a board of management under Part 1 of the Further 
and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 1992 as a regional college. While these regional college boards 
will have powers that could be used to fund through contract the provision of education from others, 
the primary role of a regional college will be to deliver education themselves. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people aged under 16 were detained in a location other than HMYOI Polmont or a secure unit 
between (a) 1 January 2013 and 31 March 2013, (b) 1 April 2013 and 30 June 2013 and (c) 1 July 
2013 and 30 September 2013, and have been detained since 1 October 2013. 

http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/enviro/guidelinedetail.aspx?id=36090


Holding answer issued: 6 January 2014 (S4W-18808) 

Kenny MacAskill: Young people under the age of 16 can be detained in a place other than secure 
care or a Young Offenders Institution by virtue of section 44 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 
1995. The data requested is not held centrally in the format requested. 

Young people under the age of 16 can be detained in a place other than secure care or a Young 
Offenders Institution by the police for the purposes of arrest, detention and questioning. The data 
requested is not held centrally in the format requested. 

Young people under age 16 can be deprived of their liberty in a place other than secure care or a 
Young Offenders Institution if a Movement Restriction Condition is included in a Compulsory 
Supervision Order made by a Children's Hearing. There have been 15 Movement Restriction 
Conditions made since 1 January 2013. 

(a) January to March 2013: 3 
(b) April to June 2013: 2 
(c)July to September 2013: 6 
(d) October to 20 December 2013: 4  
 
 
Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 

remains its position that Police Scotland should assume responsibility for British Transport Police 
operations and staff in Scotland and, if so, what measures it is taking to deliver this objective. 

 (S4W-18843) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government believes that the British Transport Police’s operation in 
Scotland should form part of Police Scotland. 

All policing in Scotland is under the jurisdiction of a single Chief Constable, Sir Stephen House, and 
accountable to the Scottish Police Authority. It is therefore an anomaly that the policing of the railways 
is an exception to this. 

I have recently written again to the Secretary of State for Transport on this matter and a meeting is 
being organised early in 2014 to discuss this further. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how (a) it 
and (b) the Scottish Prison Service monitors the performance of the organisations that operate 
prisoner escort services in the Highlands and Islands. 

 (S4W-18912) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“The Scottish Prison Service (SPS), on behalf of the Scottish Ministers, is responsible for the 
management of the contract in place for the provision of Court Custody and Prisoner Escort Services 
in Scotland (CCPES), including in the Highlands and Islands. These services are provided by G4S 
Care and Justice Services. 

The SPS has a contract management unit and an escort monitor team to oversee and monitor the 
performance of the services specified in the CCPES contract, which is published on the SPS website 
at: http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/Publication-3104.aspx.” 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the interim findings are of the feasibility study being carried out into the future of Selkirk and Jedburgh 
sheriff courts.  

 (S4W-18959) 

Kenny MacAskill: Responsibility for Scotland’s courts rests with the Scottish Court Service (SCS) 
and not the Scottish Government. 

http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/Publication-3104.aspx


The feasibility study underway in the Borders has been commissioned by SCS and Scottish Borders 
Council. The member may wish to write to the chief executive of SCS on this matter. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will carry out a full public consultation on the final options presented by the feasibility study 
into the future of Selkirk and Jedburgh sheriff courts.  

 (S4W-18960) 

Kenny MacAskill: Responsibility for Scotland’s courts rests with the Scottish Court Service (SCS) 
and not the Scottish Government. 

The feasibility study underway in the Borders has been commissioned by SCS and Scottish Borders 
Council and it is a matter for them to determine how they wish to share the findings of their work. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many cases 
are waiting to go to trial at the (a) Glasgow and (b) Edinburgh domestic abuse court. 

 (S4W-18991) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the chief executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the current 
maximum wait is for a case to go to trial at the (a) Glasgow and (b) Edinburgh domestic abuse court. 

 (S4W-18992) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the chief executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
additional trial diets have been set aside at the (a) Glasgow and (b) Edinburgh domestic abuse court; 
how many sheriffs have been allocated to these, and how many of them have experience in dealing 
with domestic abuse cases. 

 (S4W-18993) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the chief executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
conduct a review of e-book provision and lending across the country. 

 (S4W-18935) 

Fiona Hyslop: Public libraries and the lending of books and e-books are the responsibility of local 
authorities in Scotland. The Scottish Government supports the work of public libraries through the 
Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) which, working with local authorities, can advise on 
the need for any review of e-books and lending in Scotland. SLIC has advised that 28 local authorities 
in Scotland provide some e-book lending at present. SLIC, in partnership with local authorities, intends 
to set up an E-book Consortium, similar to that set up in Wales, which will allow local authorities in 
Scotland to develop best practice in e-lending in Scotland. 

The Public Library Improvement Fund, provided by the Scottish Government, has been used to 
support e-book projects and could be used to support e-book activity in the future. Findings from a 
recent Independent Review of E-Lending in Public Lending in Public Libraries in England, are also 



relevant to e-lending in libraries in Scotland; some, such as the extension of the Public Lending Right, 
are reserved matters to the UK Government. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what mechanisms are available to (a) it and (b) local authorities to help maintain listed 
buildings. 

 (S4W-18985) 

Fiona Hyslop: The majority of listed buildings in Scotland are in private ownership and their 
maintenance is therefore the responsibility of the owner, as is the case with any building. However, the 
Scottish Government, through Historic Scotland, makes grant funding of some £13.6 million available 
annually, to assist owners with the cost involved in the sympathetic repair of the nation’s most 
significant listed buildings. This grant funding can also be utilised by local authorities. 

Transport Scotland 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will establish 
a public inquiry into the Edinburgh Trams project; who will chair it, and what its (a) remit and (b) 
budget will be. 

 (S4W-18841) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has made it clear that it would welcome a public inquiry but 
the focus has rightly been on delivering the project, which is now nearing completion. Once 
completed, we will consider when and how best to establish a public inquiry into the Tram project and 
what lessons can be learned for the future. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-18709 
S4W-18713 
S4W-18719 
S4W-18725 
S4W-18726 
S4W-18727 
S4W-18728 
S4W-18729 
S4W-18730 
S4W-18731 
S4W-18783 
S4W-18833 
S4W-18832 
S4W-18785 
S4W-18786 
S4W-18787 
S4W-18788 
S4W-18789 
S4W-18790 
S4W-18791 
S4W-18792 
S4W-18793 
S4W-18794 
S4W-18795 
S4W-18796 
S4W-18815 
S4W-18819 
S4W-18821 
S4W-18823 
 

 


