
Monday 6 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many licences for tattooing, skin piercing and electrolysis each local 
authority has issued in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18749) 

Michael Matheson: Responsibility for enforcing tattooing and skin piercing legislation lies with local 
authorities and not the Scottish Government. Accordingly this information is not held centrally. 

Learning and Justice 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been prosecuted for tattooing without a licence in each 
local authority area in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18750) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table. 

People prosecuted for tattooing and/or skin piercing without a licence under the Civic Government 
(Scotland) Act 1982 Section 7(1)

1 

Approximate Local Authority area
2 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

East Ayrshire 0 0 1 0 0 

Edinburgh, City of 0 0 0 0 1 

Falkirk 0 0 0 0 1 

Fife 0 0 0 0 0 

Glasgow City 0 2 0 0 0 

North Ayrshire 1 0 0 0 0 

Orkney Islands 0 0 0 0 1 

Perth and Kinross 0 0 0 1 0 

Scottish Borders 0 0 0 0 1 

South Lanarkshire 2 0 0 0 0 

Total 3 2 1 1 4 

Notes: 
1. Where main offence and where the charge description specifically states tattooing/skin piercing. 
2. Incorporates an approximate mapping of sheriff courts into local authority areas.  Some sheriff 
courts will deal with cases from more than one local authority area. 

 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been prosecuted for failure to register their premises as 
a tattooing establishment in each local authority area in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18751) 

Kenny MacAskill: A person is required to register themselves and their premises with their local 
council in order to get a certificate of registration (or licence). A person failing to register would be 
prosecuted under the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 Section 7(1). 

The available information on persons prosecuted for tattooing without a licence, under the Civic 
Government (Scotland) Act 1982 Section 7(1), in each local authority area in each of the last five 
years is given in the answer to question S4W-18750 on 6 January 2014. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question SW4-18165 by Michael Russell on 20 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


November 2013, for what reason it decided to go ahead with the Office for National Statistics 
reclassification of colleges if there are no benefits. 

Holding answer issued: 6 January 2014 (S4W-18802) 

Michael Russell: The unwelcome decision to reclassify colleges as Central Government Bodies 
was taken by the Office of National Statistics and opposed by the Scottish Government. In spite of 
extensive negotiation, HM Treasury offered no flexibility or mitigation on the decision. 

Ministers are clear that successful outcomes are founded on partnership with colleges and, as part 
of that, effective governance and accountability in respect of the very substantial sum of public 
investment they receive. After careful consideration it became clear that to seek to reverse the 
reclassification of colleges would have resulted in a removal of controls around the college sector that 
would compromise that relationship.  

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people aged (a) 16 to 18 and (b) under 16 were detained at HMYOI Polmont between (i) 1 January 
2013 and 31 March 2013, (ii) 1 April 2013 and 30 June 2013 and (iii) 1 July 2013 and 30 September 
2013, and have been detained since 1 October 2013. 

 (S4W-18806) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Prison Service does not record this information in the manner requested. However, in 
the periods covered by the question, the average number of people falling in to each of these 
categories is as follows: 

(a)(i) 64 

    (ii) 73 

    (iii) 69 

Since 1 October 2013 – 58 

(b)(i) 0 

    (ii) 0 

    (iii) 0 

Since 1 October 2013 – 0 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) full-time and (b) part-time female students have attended further 
education college courses in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18809) 

Michael Russell: Data on the number of students who attended colleges in Scotland are produced 
by the Scottish Funding Council. The latest data are for academic year 2011-12. 

Table 1 shows the number of female students who attended college in each of the last five academic 
years for which data are available, broken down by mode of study. 

In recent years, we have asked colleges to concentrate on delivering courses that focus on 
employability. The fall in part-time and increase in full-time students shown in Table 1 is the result of 
this re-focusing, and reflects a move away from funding very short programmes of study (under 10 
hours), and leisure programmes. Table 1 also makes clear that full-time equivalents (FTEs), a better 
measure of the volume of learning, have remained largely unchanged over the period in question. 

  



Table 1 – Female students at Scottish colleges – headcount by mode of study and FTE, 2006-07 to 
2011-12 

 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Full-time 37,064 37,167 39,068 41,603 42,494 42,968 

Part-time 177,025 181,947 174,834 155,079 127,603 101,609 

FTE 68,724 69,486 70,135 70,708 69,609 68,642 

Source: Scottish Funding Council. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consultation it had with further education colleges prior to the 
reclassification of colleges by the Office for National Statistics. 

 (S4W-18812) 

Michael Russell: The decision to reclassify colleges was announced by the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) in October 2010. The Scottish Government was not consulted on this decision in 
advance of the ONS announcement; therefore there was no opportunity for us to consult with the 
sector prior to reclassification being imposed. 

Full engagement with the sector could only be meaningfully undertaken once detailed discussions 
with UK Treasury over the basis of the decision, the timing of implementation and the scope for 
mitigating implications had been resolved. Despite lengthy discussions, HM Treasury offered no 
flexibility or mitigation. We then began engaging with our colleges and on 13 May 2013, along with the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth and representatives of the 
Scottish Funding Council (SFC), I met college chairs, principals and regional leads to discuss the 
impact of the decision. 

Since then, a project team, led by SFC staff and supported by Scottish Government officials and 
external experts, including college representatives, has been established and has held a number of 
constructive meetings with the sector, leading to the development of purposeful measures to mitigate 
the impact of the ONS decision. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
value of is of the contracts that it has awarded to (a) Atos, (b) G4S, (c) Serco and (d) Capita in each 
year since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 27 November 2013 (S4W-18337) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Details are as follows: 

(a) Atos 

The Scottish Government has awarded the following contracts to Atos since 2007: 

Occupational Health Services (awarded in December 2012): Scottish Government spend to date: 
£35,135. 

Provision of an Employee Assistance Programme (EAP) and Welfare Services (awarded in 
November 2012): Scottish Government spend to date: £34,033. 

(b) G4S 

The Scottish Government has awarded the following contracts to G4S since 2007: 

Contract for the Electronic Monitoring of Offenders (awarded in April 2013); contract value: 
£12,124,081. 

Contract for an Escorting Service for Children and Young People sentenced to detention through the 
courts (awarded in January 2012); contract value: £398,130. 

(c) Serco 

The Scottish Government has awarded the following contracts to Serco since 2007: 



Contract for the provision of Cleaning Services (awarded in November 2008); contract value: £1.3 
million. 

Contract for the provision of “Know The Score & Drinkline Scotland Helplines” (awarded in 
November 2012); contract value: £53,976. 

(d) Capita 

The Scottish Government has awarded the following contracts to Capita since 2007: 

Framework for Assessment Centres and Related Services (awarded in December 2008 and expired 
November 2013): contract value £1,939,646. 

Framework for Assessment Centres and Related Services (awarded in November 2013): This 
framework is open to core Scottish Government only. Note this is a new framework and there have 
been no call-off contracts to date. 

Transport Scotland 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-18537 by Keith Brown on 3 December 2013, whether it will provide the 
information that was requested and confirm whether (a) 16-25, (b) senior, (c) disabled and (d) family 
discounted railcards bought in Scotland would remain valid across the UK rail network if Scotland 
became independent. 

 (S4W-18844) 

Keith Brown: Railcards are national products offered by all train operating companies within Great 
Britain including ScotRail. The terms and conditions of these Railcards are set by the Association of 
Train Operating Companies (ATOC), of which ScotRail is a member, and will continue to be a matter 
for ATOC. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-18312 by Keith Brown on 25 November 
2013, what the workshop suggested the compressed timescale for local authorities seeking to move 
toward decriminalised parking enforcement should be, and how this compares with the average 
timescale for local authorities. 

 (S4W-18857) 

Keith Brown: Information on the outputs of the parking workshop held on 22 November 2013, are 
available on the Transport Scotland website at: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/policy/legal-requirements/road-and-traffic-
orders/decriminalised-parking-enforcements 

These will be discussed with local authority partners in early 2014. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with (a) Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT), (b) Transport 
Scotland and (c) other agencies regarding the (i) roll-out and (ii) further usage of the SPT smartcard. 

 (S4W-18920) 

Keith Brown: The Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) smart card is part of SPT's overall 
project to modernise the Glasgow Subway, for which the Scottish Government is providing up to £246 
million in capital funding. Transport Scotland has had discussions with SPT over a number of years on 
the scope and progress of the project, including the new smart card based ticketing system. The SPT 
Subway smart card, or ‘bramble card’, is also one of the projects within Transport Scotland's overall 
Smart and Integrated Ticketing Programme. SPT is represented on the programme board which 
receives periodic updates on progress. The details of implementation, and any further use of the 
bramble card beyond subway, are matters for SPT, subject to any essential inter-operability 
requirements, for example with the National Entitlement Card. 

 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/policy/legal-requirements/road-and-traffic-orders/decriminalised-parking-enforcements
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/policy/legal-requirements/road-and-traffic-orders/decriminalised-parking-enforcements


Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the (a) start and (b) completion dates are for the electrification of the East Kilbride railway line. 

 (S4W-18953) 

Keith Brown: No dates have been determined yet for the electrification of the East Kilbride railway 
line. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
associated works will be carried out at the same time as the electrification of the East Kilbride railway 
line. 

 (S4W-18954) 

Keith Brown: Any associated works to be carried out at the same time as electrification of the line, 
will be determined once electrification plans for East Kilbride are progressed. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government to 
what extent electrification will increase capacity on the East Kilbride railway line. 

 (S4W-18955) 

Keith Brown: Electrification can potentially increase capacity on the East Kilbride line through better 
and more efficient use of rolling stock. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether park and ride facilities will be expanded to support increased capacity following electrification 
of the East Kilbride railway line. 

 (S4W-18956) 

Keith Brown: Consideration of wider issues such as park and ride facilities may follow once plans 
for electrification for East Kilbride are progressed. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-18631 
S4W-18752 
S4W-18805 
S4W-18808 


