
Friday 22 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) full-time and (b) ad hoc Advocate Deputes were engaged by the Lord 
Advocate in each year from 2007-08 to 2012-13. 

 (S4W-18198) 

Frank Mulholland: The information requested is provided in the following table. 

 
Financial Year 

Number of Advocate Deputes engaged by the Lord 
Advocate in each year from 2007-08 to 2012-13 

2007-2008 32 

2008-2009 35 

2009-2010 44 

2010-2011 35 

2011-2012 38 

2012-2013 37 

2013-2014 39 

  

 
For Ad Hoc Advocate Deputes, the information was 

not centrally held prior to 2012. 

Financial Year Individual Ad Hoc Advocate Deputes engaged 

2012-2013 25 

2013-2014 33 

 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of (a) full-time and (b) ad hoc Advocate Deputes was (i) employed as 
members of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, (ii) advocates and (iii) solicitor advocates 
immediately prior to their appointment, in each year from 2007-08 to 2012-13. 

 (S4W-18199) 

Frank Mulholland: The percentages of those appointment to the position in each year who were 
employed as members of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, Advocates and Solicitor 
Advocates immediately prior to appointment each year were as indicated in the following tables. 

Table 1 – (a) Full Time Advocate Deputes 

Year % Employed by 
COPFS 

% Advocates % Solicitor Advocates 

2007-08 0 83 17 

2008-09 44 56 0 

2009-10 0 89 11 

2010-11 17 83 0 

2011-12 29 43 29 

2012-13 25 50 25 

2013-14 17 17 67 

 

Table 2- (b) Ad Hoc Advocate Deputes* 

Year % Employed by 
COPFS 

% Advocates % Solicitor Advocates 

2007-08 27 73 0 

2008-09 22 78 0 

2009-10 0 100 0 



Year % Employed by 
COPFS 

% Advocates % Solicitor Advocates 

2010-11 8 92 0 

2011-12 100 0 0 

2012-13 0 100 0 

Note: *This information has been collated on the basis of recruitment records as it is not held 
electronically. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government under what arrangements members of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 
(COPFS) appointed as Advocate Deputes can return to their previous duties in COPFS on completion 
of their service in the Crown Office and whether their return is conditional on an assessment of their 
performance as an Advocate Depute. 

 (S4W-18200) 

Frank Mulholland: Advocate Deputes are appointed by the Lord Advocate and hold his 
commission. They are holders of an office and are independent of Procurators Fiscal. Members of the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) are appointed as Advocate Deputes on a 
secondment basis. Their employment rights as COPFS employees and the right to return to COPFS 
when the secondment has been completed are retained. Their return is not conditional on an 
assessment of their performance as an Advocate Depute. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
households have received support under the Green Deal Scotland. 

 (S4W-18061) 

Fergus Ewing: Up to the end of October 8602 households in Scotland had had a Green Deal 
assessment. Of these, 1224 sought Green Deal finance:  

131 of those households have installed measures using Green Deal finance.  

Another 400 have a Green Deal plan with a “pending” pending. This means they have agreed 
finance but are still in the cooling off period and may still choose not to go ahead with the Green Deal 
finance. 

A further 305 households engaging with Green Deal finance have a Green Deal plan with a “New” 
status. This means they have indicated they would like to install measures using Green Deal finance 
but have not yet agreed a finance package. 

Lastly 388 households who chose to engage with Green Deal finance have since either decided not 
to proceed, or have not been approved for credit and have cancelled their Green Deal plan. 

Of the 8,602 households that have had a Green Deal assessment, 7,378 have yet to seek Green 
Deal finance. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
bought or sold carbon offset credits under the European Union Emissions Trading Scheme and, if so, 
to or from whom. 

 (S4W-18065) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has not, to date, bought or sold carbon units under the 
European Union Emissions Trading Scheme.  

As outlined in Low Carbon Scotland – Meeting the Emissions Reduction Targets 2013-2027, while it 
remains an option for consideration, there are no proposals or policies to purchase carbon units during 
the lifetime of the plan, which covers the period to 2027. 

 



Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
BAE Systems has indicated whether it will keep the Govan and Scotstoun yards open if Scotland 
decides to separate from the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-18155) 

Fergus Ewing: BAE Systems has stated that Glasgow would remain the most effective location for 
the manufacture of the future Type 26 ships. We have made clear our view that there is nothing to 
prevent the Type 26 frigates being built on the Clyde in an independent Scotland. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
shipbuilding orders it can guarantee will be placed with the Govan and Scotstoun yards if Scotland 
decides to separate from the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-18156) 

Fergus Ewing: Independence will bring new opportunities in shipbuilding, as in other areas. In his 
speech following the Cabinet meeting in Shetland on 25 July 2013, the First Minister set out that 
Scotland will require significant naval capabilities to secure its extensive maritime environment and 
assets. Proposals for the defence capabilities we require will be set out in the White Paper on 26 
November, along with the procurement implications of these. Beyond that we must also look at what 
we can do to boost exports, and to use the capabilities of the Clyde workforce to seek out new 
opportunities. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will be able to place civilian shipbuilding orders with the Govan and Scotstoun yards without putting 
them out to tender if Scotland decides to separate from the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-18157) 

Fergus Ewing: It is our policy that an independent Scotland would be a member of the European 
Union. As such, we would be bound by European law in regard to procurement. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
military or naval contracts can be guaranteed to be placed with the Govan and Scotstoun yards if 
Scotland decides to separate from the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-18158) 

Fergus Ewing: As stated in my answer to S4W-18156 on 22 November 2013 an independent 
Scotland will require significant naval capabilities. Where it is appropriate to protect our essential 
security requirements we will procure from within Scotland. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason its consolidated accounts for the year ended 31 March 2013 record a £5 
million underspend in the Enterprise, Energy and Tourism portfolio “as a result of lower than 
anticipated advances of grants”. 

 (S4W-18219) 

Fergus Ewing: Audit Scotland published a report on 12 September 2013, focusing on public sector 
action and investment in developing renewable energy. The report found that some renewable energy 
projects are progressing more slowly than anticipated, for reasons which include the current financial 
climate and uncertainty over reforms to UK energy policy. This has led to delays in spending some of 
the money available to initiate and support renewable energy projects. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


In addition, in the case of support for community and locally owned renewable energy projects, the 
report also highlighted the fact that some successful applicants choose to delay claiming their loans to 
avoid paying interest over the entire length of the project development phase. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it spent on the Climate Challenge Fund in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-18224) 

Paul Wheelhouse: A total of £5 million was spent of the Climate Challenge Fund in 2012-13. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
(a) much it costs and (b) long it takes for a fully qualified tradesperson to achieve PAS2030 
certification. 

 (S4W-18285) 

Fergus Ewing: (a) Costs are determined by the Certification Body. Prices may start at around £400-
500. However it is a competitive market and costs may vary between Certification Bodies. Costs are 
also influenced by the following factors: 

The size of the company; 

Measures they wish to become certified for; 

Existing qualifications and competence of the operatives (certification requires operatives to have 
appropriate qualifications / competence but does not train or qualify people) 

What are the existing management systems in place, and what additional procedures/proves need 
to be developed; and 

Availability of the Certification Body, e.g. how soon auditor is available to undertake the audit; 

Similar factors  

(b) The timeline for a tradesperson to achieve certification also depends on the above mentioned 
factors, but in general terms it could take 6-8 weeks. 

More information can be found on Green Deal Oversight and Registration Body (GDORB) website at 
the following link: 
http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many companies are registered (a) green deal assessors, (b) green deal installers and (c) both. 

 (S4W-18287) 

Fergus Ewing: In the UK there are: 

(a) There are 305 Green Deal Assessor organisations. 

(b) There are 2,111 Green Deal Installers.  

(c) There are 56 organisation which are both Assessors and Installers. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the requirements for PAS2030 certification differ from those for being gas safe approved. 

 (S4W-18288) 

Fergus Ewing: The Green Deal Oversight and Registration Body (GDORB) has been working very 
closely with the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC), Gas Safe Register and other 
stakeholders to identify a solution that would recognise the existing qualifications and competencies of 
Gas Safe registered businesses. 

http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/


The technical requirements for installers under the Green Deal are set out in the BSI standard PAS 
2030. Following the initial gap analysis, it has been concluded that being Gas Safe registered alone is 
not sufficient to allow Gas Safe registered business to operate under the Green Deal and certification 
to PAS 2030 is required in addition to holding current certificates of competence and Gas Safe 
registration. In addition, the installers are required to sign up to the Green Deal Code of Practice, 
which sets out the obligations around the conduct of Green Deal participants, such as selling practices 
and contracting. 

As the assessment by Green Deal Certification Bodies of companies installing gas measures will 
include an assessment of compliance with gas safety regulations, it has been agreed that Gas Safe 
registration for relevant types of work will be accepted as a method for demonstrating compliance with 
the gas safety elements of PAS 2030. However, the installation company will still be required to be 
approved and certified against PAS 2030 (in particular the quality management systems and 
installation processes requirements) by a Certification Body accredited by United Kingdom 
Accreditation Service (UKAS). 

Further information can be found at: 
The Green Deal - Gd Orb Announcement Regarding Green Deal Registration For Gas Safe 
Registered Businesses. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
qualifications a green deal assessor is required to have. 

 (S4W-18289) 

Fergus Ewing: To become a Green Deal Assessor you must: 

Be certified by a Green Deal Certification Body against the Green Deal Assessor Specification 

Comply with the Green Deal Code of Practice 

Be listed on the Green Deal Participant Register 

More information on the qualification requirements for a Green Deal Assessor can be found on the 
UK Government website at the following link: 
http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/assessors/become-a-green-deal-assessor. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the PAS2030 requirements are for a green deal installer. 

 (S4W-18290) 

Fergus Ewing: PAS 2031:2012 requires both the installation service process evaluation (desk 
based assessment) and installation service delivery evaluation (on-site assessment) to take place in 
order for an accredited Green Deal certificate to be issued to an applicant installer, in line with the 
requirements of BS EN 45011 standard. 

Certification requirements will vary depending on the applicants existing qualifications, experience 
and size of their organisation. 

Further information on the PAS 2030 requirements for a Green Deal Installer can be found at the 
following link: 
http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/installers/installer-guidance. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
help is available to small businesses to enable them to achieve PAS2030 certification. 

 (S4W-18291) 

Fergus Ewing: There is no available funding for accreditation or certification. However, financial 
support is available to Scottish businesses through the Low Carbon Skills Fund managed by Skills 
Development Scotland. This fund has been established to enable employers to have access to 
funding to undertake training to support sustainable development and growth. This includes learning 

http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/news-a-events/184-gd-orb-announcement-regarding-green-deal-registration-for-gas-safe-registered-businesses
http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/news-a-events/184-gd-orb-announcement-regarding-green-deal-registration-for-gas-safe-registered-businesses
http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/assessors/become-a-green-deal-assessor
http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk/installers/installer-guidance


and training to improve resource and energy efficiency; to adopt innovate technologies or new 
sustainable practices and processes; and to identify new market opportunities. 

LCSF allows Scottish Businesses with up to 250 employees to apply for up to £12,500 towards 
employee training and can provide 50% of training costs (to a maximum of £500 per episode) for up to 
25 episodes of training. 

LCSF has supported over 2,100 episodes of training since Oct 2010. 
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/our-services/low-carbon-skills-fund/. 

Learning and Justice 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that the apprentice national minimum wage is a fair level of payment for apprentices. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 November 2013 (S4W-17919) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government has been consistent in its commitment to tackle 
poverty, fair levels of pay are an important part of that commitment. The UK Apprentice Pay Survey 
(2011) found that the average rate of gross hourly pay received by apprentices in Scotland was £5.91. 

We recognise the expectation of employers that apprentices should earn a lower rate of pay while in 
training, we believe this is balanced by their ability to progress and earn a higher rate of pay after 
completion. 

The Scottish Government believes that it is important that the apprentice rate is regularly reviewed 
and does not fall too low in real terms, particularly in relation to the national minimum wage for 16–17 
year olds. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service ensures that fixed penalty notices in 
terms of section 302 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 are not issued to (a) persistent 
offenders or (b) people who have not paid previous fixed penalty notices. 

 (S4W-18212) 

Lesley Thomson: The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service has provided Procurators Fiscal 
with detailed instructions on when a fixed penalty notice should be issued and at what level under 
section 302 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995. They include the instruction that a fiscal 
fine should not be issued to persistent offenders. 

The guidance also requires prosecutors to take into account any previous fixed penalty notice that 
has been offered. Responsibility for enforcement of fixed penalties rests with the Scottish Courts 
Service. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Inverness will be considered as the location of the proposed Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service headquarters. 

 (S4W-18363) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Board of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 

Transport Scotland 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much Cycling Walking and Safer Streets funding it allocated to each local 
authority in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-18352) 

Keith Brown: This information is already in the public domain in Local Government Finance Circular 
No. 1/2012 Annex O, published on 9 February 2012 and available on the Scottish Government 
Website at: 

http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/our-services/low-carbon-skills-fund/


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00390674.pdf. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will engage with (a) farmers, (b) landowners and (c) homeowners 
regarding proposed routes for the dualled A96. 

 (S4W-18353) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland are hosting public exhibitions at nine venues along the A96 
between 12 and 29 November allowing landowners, householders, farmers and communities the 
opportunity view and comment on the early stages of the design work on the Scottish Government’s 
ambitious plans to dual the A96 between Inverness and Aberdeen by 2030. The exhibitions also invite 
the public to comment on the route options under consideration for the section of the A96 between 
Inverness and Nairn, including a Nairn Bypass. 

The work to dual the A96 will include a rolling programme of regular engagement with stakeholders, 
starting with these exhibitions. All landowners whose land may be directly affected by the various 
options under consideration for the Inverness to Nairn, including Nairn Bypass, section were advised 
in writing of the public exhibitions. Further engagement with landowners on this section of the A96 will 
be undertaken once a preferred route has been identified. 

All of the materials on display at the exhibitions, including a feedback form, are available online at 
Transport Scotland’s website: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/a96dualling. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-18076 by Keith Brown on 13 
November 2013, whether it has conducted an economic impact assessment of the impact of trunk 
road closures on tourism and other business in the Highlands and Islands and, if not, whether it will do 
so. 

 (S4W-18357) 

Keith Brown: Trunk road closures for serious accidents are a matter for Police Scotland. The trunk 
road operating companies make every effort to minimise the resulting disruption by implementing 
diversion routes and Traffic Scotland provides up to date traffic and travel information on the closures 
across a wide range of media. 

We have not conducted an economic impact assessment of the impact of trunk road closures on 
tourism and other business in the Highlands and Islands, nor do we have any such plans. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has produced a maritime strategy similar to that of the Norwegian 
Government. 

 (S4W-18365) 

Keith Brown: No. Planning for Maritime activities is currently covered in the National Marine Plan 
and National Planning Framework, both consulted upon earlier this year. Planning for our lifeline ferry 
services is covered in the Ferries Plan published in 2012. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-18183 
S4W-18194 
S4W-18195 
S4W-18196 
S4W-18197 
S4W-18213 
S4W-18215 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00390674.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/a96dualling


SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body, further to the answer to question S4W-17869 by 
Liam McArthur on 8 November 2013, whether notes or a record were taken of the oral legal advice 
and, if so, whether they will be published. 

(S4W-18336) 

Liam McArthur: I can confirm to the member that no notes or a record was taken of the oral legal 

advice. 
 

 


