
Monday 18 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will set out the economic opportunities of independence. 

 (S4W-18424) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will publish Building security and creating opportunity: 
economic policy choices in an independent Scotland on the morning of Tuesday 19 November 2013. 
The report is a detailed analysis of the performance of the Scottish economy as part of the UK and in 
comparison to similar sized countries. The report shows that Scotland, while performing well within its 
current limited powers, lags behind other comparable countries on key measures of productivity and 
participation and that with the tools of independence Scotland would be able to ensure a more 
prosperous, inclusive, secure and outwards focused economy. 

Finance 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of its 
responsibilities for awarding public sector contracts, what discussions it has had with the UK 
Government in relation to the practice of blacklisting workers in the construction industry. 

 (S4W-17921) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government officials have regular discussions with their UK Government 
counterparts regarding procurement matters including blacklisting. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with the Information Commissioner’s Office in England regarding the outcome of its investigation 
into the blacklisting of construction workers and whether this has any implications for the awarding of 
public sector contracts in Scotland. 

 (S4W-17922) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Affairs Committee’s inquiry into blacklisting in employment is 
considering evidence from the Information Commissioner’s Office investigation. We are following the 
progress of the committee’s inquiry with interest and we will respond to their final report in due course. 
The Scottish Government, in liaison with the Unions, is developing guidance on the exclusion from 
public contracts of companies which engage in the practice of blacklisting and Scottish Ministers will 
soon be in a position to publish this. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there are any 
implications arising for the awarding of public sector contracts in Scotland from the reported blacklists 
run by Pfizers, Royal Opera House and Jubilee Line. 

 (S4W-17924) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We note that evidence of blacklisting is being considered as part of the Scottish 
Affairs Committee’s inquiry into blacklisting in employment and we will respond to their final report in 
due course. The Scottish Government, in close liaison with the Trade Unions, is developing guidance 
on the exclusion from public contacts of companies which engage in the practice of blacklisting and 
Scottish Ministers will soon be in a position to publish this. 



 

 

Governance and Communities 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13264 by Nicola Sturgeon on 13 March 2013, 
whether it will reconsider its decision not to release the text of the First Minister’s address to EU 
ambassadors on 12 February 2013. 

Holding answer issued: 14 November 2013 (S4W-17875) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No, this was a private meeting. 

Health and Social Care 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to prescribing diamorphine to heroin users. 

 (S4W-17911) 

Alex Neil: Diamorphine is a controlled drug and a licence is required to allow doctors to prescribe, 
supply and administer (or authorise the supply and administration of) diamorphine for the treatment of 
drug misuse and addiction. 

Where a doctor holds a licence, then it is for that doctor to decide whether or not to prescribe 
diamorphine to a patient for the treatment of drug misuse and addiction. Such decisions should be 
based on individual patient need and are a matter for the clinical judgement of the patient’s doctor, in 
consultation with the patient, informed by advice and guidance about the drug and taking account of 
the broader package of care, treatment and recovery. Drug Misuse and Dependence, UK Guidelines 
on Clinical Management provides detailed guidance for clinicians and practitioners in substance 
misuse on a range of care issues including the essential elements of treatment provision, 
pharmacological intervention (opiate replacement therapy), the psychosocial components of treatment 
through to wider health considerations and the prevention and treatment of blood-borne infections. 

Drug Misuse and Dependence, UK Guidelines on Clinical Management can be found using the 
following link: http://www.nta.nhs.uk/uploads/clinical_guidelines_2007.pdf 
Guidance on applying for a licence can be found using the following link:  
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_35.pdf 
To date, no requests for a licence have been received in Scotland. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the value of the 
fees reclaimed from non-salaried dentists working in the NHS has been in each of the last four 
financial years.  

 (S4W-17930) 

Alex Neil: The value of the fees reclaimed from non-salaried dentists working in the NHS within the 
four year period covering (2009-10 to 2012-13) is provided in the following table: 

Year Actual Fee 
Recovery* 

£
. 

2009-10 196,334 
2010-11 643,276 
2011-12 83,601 
2012-13 69,743 

Note:*Information provided by Practitioner Services Division. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support for childcare is available only to student nurses. 

 (S4W-18082) 

http://www.nta.nhs.uk/uploads/clinical_guidelines_2007.pdf
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_35.pdf


Alex Neil: Nursing and midwifery students who have children and have expenses for registered or 
formal childcare can receive up to £1,216 for registered or formal childcare costs, depending on the 
cost of the childcare. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to provide (a) guidance and (b) funding for a system that will allow NHS staff to 
reflect on stresses at work. 

 (S4W-18125) 

Alex Neil: Managing health at work, all NHSScotland boards require to have local policies that deal 
positively with stress at work 

These policies require measures to be in place to provide both managers and staff with appropriate 
guidance and training to identify and deal with stress and its causes. There are currently no plans to 
provide funding for a single national system that will allow NHS staff to reflect on stresses at work. It is 
for each board to develop a policy to meet specific local needs. 

Learning and Justice 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the issue of the number of police officers deployed on the beat is its responsibility or whether it is an 
operational matter for the chief constable of Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-18164) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is committed to protecting and supporting frontline 
services. We are maintaining a visible police presence through the manifesto commitment to provide 
1,000 extra police officers on the beat. 

Whilst the deployment of officers is an operational matter for Police Scotland, the Chief Constable 
has made it clear on a number of occasions that he supports a visible police presence. Most recently 
at the Justice Committee on 29 October 2013 the Chief Constable said, “We want police officers out 
on the streets and responding operationally to the public.” 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that fixed penalty notices in terms of Part 11 of the Antisocial Behaviour 
etc. (Scotland) Act 2004 are not issued to (a) persistent offenders or (b) people who have not paid 
previous fixed penalty notices. 

 (S4W-18206) 

Kenny MacAskill: Where a police officer has reason to believe that a person aged 16 or over has 
committed an offence, they have a range of options and guidance available to help them determine 
the most appropriate action to take. 

Where the offence is one as described in Part 11 of the Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Act 
2004 and the offender is known to be a persistent offender or has a record for defaulting in payment, 
the officer is guided to not offer a fixed penalty notice and instead submit a police report to the 
procurator fiscal who can take action up to and including court proceedings. 

Transport Scotland 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
achieve a “wholesale adoption of electric cars and vans” by 2030 as laid out in paragraph 1.5.2 of Low 
Carbon Scotland: Meeting our Emissions Reduction Targets 2013-2027. 

 (S4W-18066) 

Keith Brown: The measures that will be taken to achieve almost complete decarbonisation of road 
transport by 2050, with significant progress by 2030 through wholesale adoption of electric cars and 
vans, are set out in Switched On Scotland: A Roadmap to Widespread Adoption of Plug-In Vehicles: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j272736-
00.htm, published on 12 September 2013. 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j272736-00.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j272736-00.htm


 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what materials will 
be used in constructing the power source for the electric cars and vans that it plans to be adopted by 
2030; where these materials will come from, and how much carbon dioxide will be produced in 
obtaining them. 

 (S4W-18067) 

Keith Brown: The materials used in constructing the power source for electric vehicles, the source 
of those materials and the associated CO2 produced will be a matter for individual manufacturers.  

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of its plans 
to have more electric cars and vans in use by 2030, what action it is taking to install electric vehicle 
power points across the country; how much this will cost, and what the timescale is. 

 (S4W-18068) 

Keith Brown: Plans to create a high powered interoperable network of charging facilities are well 
underway, with over 500 charge points already installed through over £6.7 million of investment since 
2011-12. As stated in Switched On Scotland: A Roadmap to Widespread Adoption of Plug-In Vehicles, 
Transport Scotland will continue to provide funding for the safe and convenient installation of 
domestic, workplace and en-route charge points, with this support continuing into 2014-15. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to shift 
people from cars to public transport by 2030 and whether it will put forward proposals to help with the 
cost of using public transport. 

 (S4W-18069) 

Keith Brown: Our low carbon aspirations to see significant progress in the decarbonisation of road 
transport by 2030 are currently focussed on technology change and voluntary behaviour change, with 
considerable investment of around £1 billion per annum in public transport and other sustainable 
transport options. We envisage that innovative improvements to travel information and public transport 
(such as progress of the smart and integrated ticketing strategy, improved rail passenger experience 
in the next ScotRail franchise and enhanced bus services, standards and infrastructure delivered 
through the Bus Investment Fund), as well as continued investment in cycling and walking will 
encourage more drivers to leave their cars at home, contributing to both emissions abatement and 
other policy aims. 

We are committed in having affordable public transport. We will continue providing around £250 
million annually to support a range of schemes including the Bus Service Operators’ Grant, the 
Scottish Green Bus Fund and the National Concessionary Travel Scheme. 

In rail we swept away almost 1,500 ticketing anomalies benefitting circa 275,000 passenger 
journeys. Off peak rail fares in Scotland will now be frozen until 2016 and peak fares capped to Retail 
Price Index (RPI) in January 2014 and 2015. From 2016, we will be going further by ensuring 
regulated peak fares cannot rise above inflation and regulated off-peak fares will be restricted to RPI-
1%. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd regarding the Air Accident 
Investigation Branch’s (AAIB) suggestion for an upgrade in sea rescue craft to be stationed at 
Sumburgh Airport in light of the fatal helicopter accident on 23 August 2013 and what action has been 
taken. 

 (S4W-18176) 

Keith Brown: This issue was discussed by Transport Scotland officials and Highlands and Islands 
Airport Litd (HIAL) management on 31 October 2013. This issue was also discussed at the HIAL 
Board meeting on 8 November 2013 at which Transport Scotland officials were present. 



HIAL intend to follow the AAIB’s Safety Recommendation 2013-021 in relation to water rescue 
capability. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17912 
S4W-17913 
S4W-17914 


