
Friday 15 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on EU plans to phase out bottom trawling and bottom set gill nets in the north east 
Atlantic deep water fishery. 

 (S4W-18078) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government strongly supports the overall objectives of this 
proposal: to ensure the sustainable exploitation of deep sea species and minimise the impact of deep 
sea fishing on the marine environment. 

However, the commission’s original proposal would have a disproportionate impact on Scottish 
vessels which are not targeting deep sea species, would risk increasing by-catch of vulnerable deep 
sea species such as sharks and rays, and would fail to provide the intended protection to vulnerable 
marine ecosystems. 

The Scottish Government believes that a risk based spatial approach more closely aligned with the 
actual distribution of vulnerable deep sea ecosystems will offer better overall protection than the 
blanket ban proposed. We are working closely with stakeholders around the on-going discussions in 
the European Parliament on this issue. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the quota breakdown arising from the EU mackerel quota agreement is for (a) the EU, (b) Scotland, (c) 
Norway, (d) Faroe Islands, (e) Iceland, (f) Russia and (g) Greenland. 

 (S4W-18079) 

Richard Lochhead: The first round of talks to determine 2014 mackerel quota took place in London 
on 23 and 24 October 2013 but concluded without a deal. Talks will resume in Clonakilty, Ireland, on 
18 November 2013. It is therefore too early to comment on the shape of any agreement that may 
emerge from the talks in due course and what it may mean for Scotland and indeed the other 
countries mentioned. 

The Scottish Government wishes to see a resolution to the current mackerel dispute and any deal 
will ideally involve all interested parties. However, it must have Scotland’s interests at its heart and not 
be at any price. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will examine the long-term consequences for Scotland of the recent mackerel quota 
agreement. 

 (S4W-18080) 

Richard Lochhead: As indicated in the answer to S4W-18079 on 15 November 2013, the first 
round of talks to determine 2014 mackerel quota took place in London on 23 and 24 October 2013 but 
concluded without a deal. Talks will resume in Clonakilty, Ireland, on 18 November 2013. 

The Scottish Government wishes to see a resolution to the current mackerel dispute and any deal 
will ideally involve all interested parties. However, it must have Scotland’s interests at its heart and not 
be at any price. 

We will evaluate any proposed deal both in an economic sense and in terms of stock sustainability 
to consider the longer term effects on the Scottish pelagic sector both ashore and at sea, and on the 
fishery itself. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, 
the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Governance and Communities 

Cameron Buchanan (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, following its appraisal of local authority housing need and demand assessments, how 
many were rejected and subsequently revised and what the difference was between the original and 
revised figures. 

 (S4W-18188) 

Margaret Burgess: The Centre for Housing Market Analysis (CHMA) has, to date, appraised 23 
housing need and demand assessments (HNDAs) which were undertaken by local authorities and 
strategic planning authorities (LAs/SPAs). The appraisals have resulted in approximately 130 
recommendations being made. Two areas had no formal recommendations. All recommendations 
were considered by LAs/SPAs and subsequent resubmissions resulted in all HNDAs being appraised 
as robust and credible. 

The appraisals undertaken investigate whether the process and methodology used to produce 
HNDAs was in line with guidance. The recommendations generally sought further 
information/analysis, greater clarity, transparency, etc. and none related directly to final figures.  

The CHMA provided pre-appraisal advice, both formally and informally, to most authorities. This 
advice will, in many cases, have influenced the figures produced. 

Learning and Justice 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when ministers 
last met Transform Drug Policy Foundation Scotland, and what issues were discussed. 

 (S4W-17910) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scottish Ministers have not met with Transform Drug Policy Foundation 
Scotland. 

 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking to encourage and support women wanting to develop careers in the science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics sector. 

 (S4W-17917) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government is taking action on a number of fronts to encourage 
and support women in work and in particular those wanting to develop careers in the science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) sector. 

We held a Women’s Employment Summit in September 2012, following which the Scottish 
Government and STUC produced an action plan outlining a range of actions and recommendations to 
be taken forward to improve employability for women. 

One of the first recommendations from the summit that the government has acted on was to re-
establish the cross-directorate occupational segregation working group. This group is taking forward 
the recommendations from the summit, as well as those made in the Royal Society of Edinburgh's 
Tapping All Our Talents report. Additionally the group will also consider any additional gaps in activity 
that need to be filled. The group calls on the expertise of a number of external partners including the 
STUC, Napier University’s Scottish Resource Centre for Women in Science Engineering and 
Technology which we are providing funding of £601,998 for 2012-2015, Close the Gap and Men In 
Childcare, as well as Scottish Government officials. 

I have set up and chair a strategic group to oversee this work. The strategic group on women and 
work consists of external partners and Scottish Government officials. The group has agreed a number 
of actions which the government, along with partners and stakeholders, will progress. STEM is a key 
part of the work of this group which is working to improve employability for women. 

At the summit we also announced that we would be setting up CareerWISE Scotland. This is an 
initiative to encourage and support women into science and engineering, we have allocated £250,000 
for this. This will: 

Provide partnerships with employers to offer work experience for female school pupils and students 



Work with colleges and universities to support their strategies to increase the recruitment of female 
students into STEM subjects and collaborate with careers information and guidance providers 
including Skills Development Scotland, to raise gender awareness and ensure women are 
represented. Collaborate with science engagement bodies and STEM events to raise gender 
awareness and ensure women are represented. 

Additionally through Skills Development Scotland we are facilitating the development of a number of 
skills investment plans including engineering, information and communications technology, 
construction and energy among others. These plans help prioritise actions to be progressed by all 
partners including the Scottish Government, public agencies and industry. One such action for all 
partners, is to consider if there is a need to address any gender imbalance by focusing on changing 
the perception/image of the sector and exploring ways to change working practices. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government to which courses 
its proposal to increase funding for postgraduate study will apply. 

 (S4W-17943) 

Michael Russell: From 2015-16, Scottish domiciled students on eligible taught postgraduate 
courses will be able to apply for a maintenance support loan of up to £4500. The list of eligible courses 
can be found on the SAAS website: http://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/pg_course_list.pdf. The list is 
currently under review. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it will take to ensure that the recommendations in Play Strategy for 
Scotland: Our Action Plan will be incorporated into the appropriate National Care Standards for 
children and young people. 

 (S4W-18085) 

Aileen Campbell: The review of the National Care Standards will take account of the 
recommendations in a wide range of strategies, including the play strategy action plan. The Scottish 
Government will consult on the content of new standards in 2014. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
that community councils should have access to crime statistics broken down by beat area. 

 (S4W-18120) 

Kenny MacAskill: Operational decisions regarding the sharing of police data are a matter for Police 
Scotland. Local commanders currently share performance information with local authorities as part of 
local scrutiny and engagement arrangements. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
projects have been funded through its Tackling Sectarianism Small Grant Scheme, broken down by 
(a) organisation managing the project, (b) amount awarded and (c) local authority area. 

 (S4W-18136) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government funds three small grants programmes to 
support work to tackle sectarianism. These are run through Sense over Sectarianism; Youth Scotland 
and the Voluntary Action Fund and activity between the organisations, is coordinated to ensure 
maximum coverage of Scotland. 

Sense over Sectarianism have been operating a small grant scheme to support work to tackle 
sectarianism in the Glasgow and travel to work area since 2001. In 2012-13 they supported 15 
projects and in 2013-14 they are currently supporting 11 projects. Youth Scotland’s tackling 
sectarianism small grants scheme, which supports work with youth groups, including the uniformed 
organisations, began in 2012. In 2012-13 they supported 18 projects and in 2013-14 they are currently 
supporting five projects. Finally, the Voluntary Action Fund are responsible for the tackling 
sectarianism small grants programme aimed at everyone who falls outwith the scope of the Sense 

http://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/pg_course_list.pdf


over Sectarianism and Youth Scotland programmes, which was established earlier this year. This 
programme is currently supporting three projects. 

Support for all three small grant schemes forms part of our commitment to invest £9 million over 
three years to build our understanding of, and deliver work to tackle, sectarianism. The detailed 
breakdown requested for currently funded projects is set out in the following table: 

Programme 
Delivery Body 

Project Local Authority area Funding 

Sense Over 
Sectarianism 

Rapture Theatre Glasgow City Council £15,725 

Melting Pot Arts – Wise Up Glasgow City Council £10,000 

Oak Note Theatre – Sniff and Floot 
make some new friends  

City of Edinburgh Council 
cil 

£9,510 

Lisa Nicol Productions –  
Chill Out Zone 

Dundee City Council £9,132 

Duende Productions – Rainbow 
Fish Nurture Project 

Glasgow City Council £8,000 

Y Rock Glasgow City Council £7,614 

Fusion Studios –Speak Out Glasgow City Council £5,000 

Full-on Art Productions –  
The Shoe Bros 

North Ayrshire Council £3,016 

Kirkintilloch HS East Dunbartonshire 
Council 

£2,890 

St Eunan's PS West Dunbartonshire 
Council 

£500 

Playbusters Ltd Glasgow City Council £500 

Youth 
Scotland 

Tollcross YMCA Glasgow City Council £1,830 

Whitacres Community Academy for 
Sport 

East Renfrewshire Council £1,000 

Communities United Promoting 
Inclusion 

South Lanarkshire Council £1,000 

Connect Community Trust Glasgow City Council £1,000 

Peebles Youth Club 
 

Glasgow City Council £492 

Voluntary 
Action Fund 

Braes Community Young Peoples 
Project 

Falkirk Council £4,278 

Pennyburn Regeneration Youth 
Development Enterprise 

North Ayrshire Council £3,856 

North Ayrshire Table Tennis Club North Ayrshire Council £2,961 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the role of the civil air patrol service in carrying out extended 
searches and what discussions it has had with the service regarding its future role. 

 (S4W-18227) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government values the contributions of volunteers, including Civil 
Air Patrol members to resilience and emergency response work, and has been in discussion with Civil 
Air Patrol, Police Scotland and the Civil Aviation Authority on this issue. The Scottish Government and 
Police Scotland have asked the Civil Aviation Authority to determine what measures can be taken to 
remove any existing regulatory barriers to Police Scotland tasking Civil Air Patrol to assist them with 
search operations. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on Police Scotland’s decision to no longer use the civil air patrol 
service and what discussions it has had with Police Scotland regarding this. 

 (S4W-18228) 

Kenny MacAskill: Tasking decisions on the use of particular assets are operational matters for 
Police Scotland. 



The Scottish Government and Police Scotland have asked the Civil Aviation Authority to determine 
what measures can be taken to remove any existing regulatory barriers to Police Scotland working 
with the Civil Air Patrol service. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the requirements for, and granting of, police air operator 
certificates, as set out in the Air Navigation Order 2009. 

 (S4W-18231) 

Kenny MacAskill: The requirements for and granting of police air operator certificates are matters 
for the Civil Aviation Authority. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17805 
S4W-17810 
S4W-17811 
S4W-17813 
S4W-17815 
S4W-17817 
S4W-17819 
S4W-17821 
S4W-17823 
S4W-17825 
S4W-17827 
S4W-17828 
S4W-17829 
S4W-17830 
S4W-17831 
S4W-17832 
S4W-17833 
S4W-17834 
S4W-17835 
S4W-17837 
S4W-17838 
S4W-17838 
S4W-17839 
S4W-17840 
S4W-17842 
S4W-17843 
S4W-17845 
S4W-17846 
S4W-17848 
S4W-17849 
S4W-17851 
S4W-17885 
S4W-17886 
 

 


