
Wednesday 13 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will publish the study that it commissioned on geothermal energy. 

 (S4W-18308) 

Fergus Ewing: I am pleased to confirm that the Study into the potential for Deep Geothermal 
Energy in Scotland was published on 13 November 2013. 

The results of this desk based study highlight that there may be significant potential for deep 
geothermal energy in Scotland to provide a renewable source of heat, particularly in utilising the 
thermal reservoirs in flooded abandoned mineworkings across the Midland Valley. This is very 
welcome news, showing that Scotland’s renewable energy potential could be even greater than we 
imagined.  

I recognise that further work needs to be done to fully understand the geothermal resource we have 
in Scotland, as well as to clarify the legislative framework designed for purposes other than deep 
geothermal heat, learning from experience in Europe and further afield. A number of 
recommendations have been provided in the report that may assist in offering the necessary certainty 
to exploit our geothermal potential, and the Scottish Government will consider these recommendations 
carefully. 

We would like to see geothermal energy play a significant role in our energy future. Over the next 18 
months we will work with academics, engineers and industry in order to understand more about our 
geothermal resource in Scotland, and use this learning to help understand the development pathway 
of a geothermal industry in Scotland. The Scottish Government will work with this industry to ensure it 
is aligned with our aims on decarbonising heat and electricity supply at an affordable cost to 
consumers yet achieving the greatest possible economic benefit and competitive advantage for 
Scotland, including opportunities for community ownership and community benefits. Our vision for 
geothermal energy will develop as we work with these stakeholders. 

Copies of the report, volume 1 and volume 2 are available in the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre (Bib. numbers 55379 and 55380). 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17283 by Nicola Sturgeon on 7 October 2013, what assessment it has made 
of whether it will eradicate fuel poverty by 2016. 

 (S4W-18027) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has a statutory duty, ‘to ensure, so far as reasonably 
practicable, that people are not living in fuel poverty in Scotland by November 2016’. 

We are committed to helping Scottish families heat their homes affordably and we are doing 
everything with the limited powers we have to do so. We currently only have control over one of the 
contributing factors to fuel poverty; the energy efficiency of Scottish dwellings and we are continuing to 
provide government funding for energy efficiency and fuel poverty programmes. 

There is already a marked difference in approach between the Scottish and UK Governments in 
tackling fuel poverty. The UK Government has reduced its public funding of energy efficiency and fuel 
poverty schemes, in preference to private sector led approaches.  

We will continue to monitor progress towards the 2016 target through the fuel poverty statistics 
published in the annual Scottish House Condition Survey. The next survey will be published later this 
year. 

If elected, in an independent Scotland, this government will move the costs associated with the 
Energy Companies Obligation and Warm Home Discount from levies on consumers’ bills to central 
resources. This would cut energy bills by roughly 5% or £70 a year and would allow a new means of 



funding and delivering energy efficiency improvements to Scottish homes that is fairer and better 
suited to our needs. 

The additional powers offered by independence would provide greater flexibility to create Scottish-
specific solutions to be created enabling us to better tackle fuel poverty and the reduction of carbon 
emissions. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17593 by Nicola Sturgeon on 29 October 2013, for what reason it has not 
replicated the functions of the Social Security Commissioners. 

 (S4W-18038) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Social Security Commissioners deal with matters that are reserved to the UK 
Government. 

 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government how many households have received support from the scheme to fund the 

installation of home charging points for electric vehicles. 

(S4W-18042) 

Keith Brown: Since the Scottish electric home charger installation scheme was launched in autumn 

2012, we have 100% funded the installation of 65 home charge points across Scotland. 
 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17873 by Humza Yousaf on 29 October 2013, 
what topics were discussed at each meeting; what the outcomes and agreed actions were, and 
whether follow-up meetings were proposed. 

 (S4W-18056) 

Humza Yousaf: A variety of topics of mutual interest were discussed. It is expected that similar 
discussions with representatives of relevant international organisations will be held from time to time. 
Policies pursued following the next Scottish parliamentary election will be for the government of the 
day to determine. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17873 by Humza Yousaf on 29 October 2013, 
whether discussions were held on policies that are dependent on the outcome of the next Scottish 
parliamentary election. 

 (S4W-18057) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18056 on 13 November 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people injured as a result of (a) alcohol and (b) other substance abuse were treated in NHS 
Grampian hospitals in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-17881) 

Alex Neil: It is not possible from centrally held information to reliably identify how many people were 
treated in hospital after being injured as a result of alcohol or other substance abuse. From acute 
hospital discharges, it is possible to provide information on the number of inpatient episodes which 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


had both an injury diagnosis and a diagnosis associated with alcohol or other substance use. 
However, such an analysis would include only those cases where there was a significant 
accompanying alcohol or substance abuse issue identified in the patient’s discharge letter. It is not 
possible to determine the extent to which the injury was attributable to alcohol or other substance 
abuse, nor whether it occurred as a result of the patient’s own alcohol/substance abuse or another’s. 
On this basis, such an analysis is not provided as it would potentially be misleading. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-15378 by Alex Neil on 10 June 2013, who is responsible for 
setting standards and monitoring stoma care training for carers of older people in (a) their homes and 
(b) a care home. 

 (S4W-17892) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government expects older people’s health or personal care needs to be 
clearly detailed within their care plans and, for them to be supported by appropriately trained staff, 
irrespective of whether they are at home, or in a care home. 

Local authorities and their planning partners are responsible for determining the types and levels of 
services required to meet the needs of vulnerable people in their areas and either providing those 
services directly or commissioning them from independent sector providers. The onus would be on the 
service provider to set the standards and to ensure staff were appropriately trained to carry out this 
area of care. 

The Scottish Government does not hold information centrally regarding incidences of carers refusing 
to undertake stoma care duties. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-15378 by Alex Neil on 10 June 2013, whether it is aware of 
incidences of carers refusing to undertake stoma care duties. 

 (S4W-17893) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17892 on 13 November 2013. All 
answers written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility 
for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx  

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact the European Parliament's revised directive on tobacco products 
would have on its plans to introduce plain packaging for tobacco products. 

 (S4W-17947) 

Michael Matheson: We will of course take account of all relevant European requirements in 
developing our legislation on plain packaging. As announced in our recent Programme for 
Government, we will consult on the next steps in the New Year after which we will look to introduce 
legislation in 2014-15. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made, or will make, of the effectiveness of the European 
Parliament's revised directive on tobacco products, which would increase the size of health warnings 
on cigarette packs. 

 (S4W-17948) 

Michael Matheson: Reducing the harmful impact of tobacco on Scotland’s health is a key priority 
for the Scottish Government. We welcome the proposal to increase the size of health warnings on 
cigarette packs. We will continue to examine any emerging evidence on this subject and will of course 
take account of the European Tobacco Products Directive. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what tests mental health professionals are required to apply when determining whether 
or not a patient has the capacity to consent to or refuse electroconvulsive therapy (ECT). 

 (S4W-18009) 

Michael Matheson: All patients who receive ECT must either give informed consent or be protected 
by the legal safeguards within the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 and the Mental Health 
(Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003. 

Capacity to consent to treatment is assessed in line with the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 
2000 and professional guidance based on case law regarding capacity to consent to treatment. 

There are a number of approaches to capacity but the current position as recommended by the Law 
Commission is to use a ‘functional approach’ in determining whether a person has the capacity to 
make a decision. What this approach focuses on is ‘whether an individual is able to make a decision at 
the time when that decision has to be made’. To demonstrate capacity individuals should be able to 
understand: broadly what the treatment is; its principle benefits, risks and alternatives and be able to 
make a choice; and understand in broad terms what the consequences will be of not receiving the 
treatment. The individual should be able to retain the information provided long enough to use it to 
come to an informed decision and then be able to communicate that decision. 

A person’s ability to consent may change and this should be kept under regular review together with 
the person’s care plan. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether medical professionals treating patients with electroconvulsive therapy are 
required to tell them that it can lead to permanent memory loss. 

 (S4W-18010) 

Michael Matheson: While there is no evidence of permanent memory loss, electroconvulsive 
therapy can cause short or long term memory loss. 

Medical professionals will discuss all aspects of the treatment with their patients, including the 
reasons why it is being offered, and all possible risks and side effects. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has conducted research on whether patients treated with electroconvulsive 
therapy have subsequently experienced post-traumatic stress disorder. 

 (S4W-18011) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government supports high quality research in mental health in 
Scotland through the Scottish Mental Health Research Network, www.smhrn.org.uk. 

There are no current studies into patients treated with electroconvulsive therapy who have 
subsequently experienced post-traumatic stress disorder. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that the use of electroconvulsive therapy in the absence of informed 
consent constitutes inhuman or degrading treatment. 

 (S4W-18012) 

Michael Matheson: Electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) is a safe and effective treatment for severe 
mental illness with clinical evidence to support that it produces good outcomes for patients. It is used 
when the illness is severe and life threatening, when a rapid response is required, or when other 
treatments have failed. 

Individuals unable to provide informed consent to treatment are protected by legal safeguards 
included in the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 and the Adults with 
Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000. This includes authorisation of treatment by independent psychiatric 
opinion, arranged by the Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland. 

http://www.smhrn.org.uk/


The Scottish ECT Accreditation Network (SEAN) aims to ensure the continuous improvement of 
services for patients receiving ECT. It shares experiences and helps disseminate examples of good 
practice, supporting clinicians to be responsive to patient’s preferences, needs and values wherever 
possible. 

The SEAN annual report for 2012: http://www.sean.org.uk/AuditReport/Main.html reports that 
overall, 70% of patients who completed an episode of ECT showed a definite improvement. The 
percentage of patients who showed improvement was higher for patients without capacity (77%), than 
with capacity (67%). 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many days on average a course of electroconvulsive therapy lasts and how many 
times the therapy will be applied during that period. 

 (S4W-18013) 

Michael Matheson: The 2012 Scottish ECT Accreditation Network (SEAN) annual report summary 
table indicates there were, on average, eight treatments within an episode of ECT treatment, with the 
majority of patients receiving two treatments a week. This figure is similar in previous years’ reports: 
http://www.sean.org.uk/AuditReport/Main.html. 

The average duration of an episode of ECT treatment cannot be calculated accurately from the 
SEAN database due to the different modes of treatment plan. Patients may receive acute treatment or 
may receive treatment on a maintenance/continuation basis. The inclusion of the latter category 
artificially increases the average number of days of an episode of ECT treatment as it may be given 
over a longer period of time in order to keep patients well. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of patients treated with electroconvulsive therapy for depression 
relapses within 12 months. 

 (S4W-18014) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of patients treated with electroconvulsive therapy commits suicide. 

 (S4W-18015) 

Michael Matheson: Healthcare Improvement Scotland operate a suicide reporting and learning 
system which assists NHS boards to improve the way suicide reviews are carried out and to help 
identify and reduce such risks. 

Information on the number of cases where a suicide took place during the period when the person 
was being treated with ECT is not available due to the very low numbers involved and the need to 
maintain patient confidentiality. 

In interpreting this information it should be noted that in such circumstances there may be no causal 
link between ECT and the suicide; and that there is a strong association between major depression 
and suicide. The vast majority of ECT administered in Scotland is for major depressive disorder. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the mortality rate is among patients over 65 who are receiving electroconvulsive 
therapy. 

 (S4W-18016) 

Michael Matheson: During the period 2005 to 2011 the Scottish ECT Accreditation Network 
database recorded six deaths for patients aged over 65 years. Electroconvulsive treatment (ECT) was 
not indicated as being related to the cause of death of each patient. Co-morbidity may have been a 
factor in the deaths of these patients. 

http://www.sean.org.uk/AuditReport/Main.html
http://www.sean.org.uk/AuditReport/Main.html


There are approximately 350-450 patients receiving episodes of ECT each year and approximately 
3,400-4,200 treatments per year. 

Mortality rates among patients who received ECT treatment but who are subsequently discharged 
from hospital are not captured by the SEAN database. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many times a designated medical practitioner (a) refused and (b) agreed to certify 
that it was necessary to give electroconvulsive therapy to a patient who resisted or objected to the 
treatment, in the last year for which information is available. 

 (S4W-18017) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the findings in the report, What would it take to eradicate health inequalities?: Testing the 
fundamental causes theory of health inequalities in Scotland, whether it will (a) undertake a cost 
effectiveness review of all health inequalities programmes and (b) consider moving responsibility for 
public health from NHS boards to local authorities. 

 (S4W-18031) 

Michael Matheson: In reviewing our programmes we are increasingly examining their effectiveness 
for the least well off amongst our communities for example the forthcoming Health Scotland report into 
smoking cessation. However the government does not have control of the socio-economic levers 
including taxation and benefits which would enable it to effectively pursue the actions called for in this 
report. 

This government believes the answer to health inequalities will not be found in simply shifting 
responsibility between organisations. It requires as the government set out in its response to the 
Christie Commission for public service organisations to break through bureaucratic barriers and 
operate across organisational boundaries to produce integrated services that deliver better value for 
money and improve the social and economic wellbeing of the nation. Together with ensuring people 
and communities have a much stronger voice in the decisions that affect them and respond to their 
aspirations and concerns. This is fundamental to the government’s engagement and encouragement 
of community planning partnerships. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to introduce robotic surgery for the treatment of prostate cancer, and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-18034) 

Alex Neil: To add to the evidence for clinical and cost-effectiveness of robot-assisted surgery for 
prostate cancer (and other conditions that may benefit), a research proposal will be drawn up by a 
sub-group of the National Planning Forum, which is expected to start work early in the New Year. 

Learning and Justice 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding for bursaries it has allocated to (a) colleges and (b) universities in (i) Aberdeen and (ii) 
Aberdeenshire in each of the last five years, broken down by institution. 

 (S4W-17879) 

Michael Russell: Bursary funding for higher education students is not allocated to institutions; it is 
awarded by SAAS to the individual student directly. 

Bursary funding for further education (FE) students at colleges is allocated to institutions by the 
Scottish Funding Council. Bursary fund allocations for FE students at colleges in Aberdeen and 
Aberdeenshire are shown in the following table. 



Total bursary allocations for FE students at college in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire 
1
(£) 

Area 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Aberdeen  5,058,667 4,979,399 5,159,760 5,782,166 

Banff and Buchan 
College 1,430,312 1,565,175 1,798,371 1,866,757 

Aberdeenshire n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Total 6,488,979 6,544,574 6,958,131 7,648,923 

 
Area 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

2
 

Aberdeen  5,685,350 6,138,817 5,968,588 n/a 

Banff and Buchan 
College 1,888,031 2,148,785 1,963,229 n/a 

Aberdeenshire n/a n/a n/a 8,369,973 

Total 7,573,381 8,287,601 7,931,817 8,369,973 

Source: Scottish Funding Council. 
Notes: 
1. Includes extra allocations given throughout the year such as In-year-redistribution, economic 
downturn, ESF, PACE, rural allocation if applicable. 
2. Regional allocation was awarded for 2013-14. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
projects in the South Lanarkshire Council area have received funding from the CashBack for 
Communities scheme, broken down by (a) amount granted and (b) location. 

 (S4W-18018) 

Kenny MacAskill: Financial information showing investment in the CashBack for Communities 
Programme, including expenditure at local authority level, is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/17141/cashback/CashBack-Finance 

An overview of CashBack investment by organisation delivering activity in South Lanarkshire is 
detailed in the following table: 

Investment in South Lanarkshire Local Authority through CashBack for Communities Programme 

South Lanarkshire CashBack Investments £1,149,971 

Amateur Boxing Scotland £39,066 

basketball scotland £13,773 

Creative Scotland £96,853 

Princes Trust Development Awards £12,869 

Scottish Football Association £138,481 

Scottish Rugby £71,945 

Scottish Sports Futures £19,652 

sportscotland (sport facilities) £199,142 

Working on Wheels £3,812 

Youth Scotland £63,654 

YouthLink Scotland £490,724 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a list of the countries from which the (a) Deputy First Minister and 
(b) Minister for External Affairs and International Development has met officials or ministers in the last 
six months, and the dates of such meetings. 

 (S4W-17874) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/17141/cashback/CashBack-Finance


Fiona Hyslop: The following is a list of meetings held by the Deputy First Minister and the Minister 
for External Affairs and International Development over the last six months: 

(a) The Deputy First Minister has met officials or ministers from: 
 
Pakistan - 13 August 2013 
The EU Commission - 4 September 2013 
 
(b) The Minister for External Affairs and International Development has met officials or ministers from: 
 
The Philippines – 25 April 2013 
South Africa – 2 May 2013 
Switzerland – 10 May 2013 
Pakistan – 10 May 2013, 23 July 2013, 3 October 2013, 16-18 October 2013 
Syria – 16 May 2013, 9 September 2013 
Slovenia – 16 May 2013 
Qatar (Doha Forum): 19 – 22 May 2013 
Rwanda – 30 May 2013 
Kurdistan – 12 June 2013 
Ireland – 18 June 2013, 18 September 2013, 9 October 2013 
China – 25 – 28 June 2013 
Latvia – 7-8 July 2013 
Thailand – 12 July 2013 
Mongolia – 18 July 2013 
Kyrgyzstan – 4 September 2013 
Egypt – 13 September 2013– check this with Robert Dunn 
Singapore – 25 September 2013 
India – 3 October 2013, 11-15 October 2013 
Turkey – 31 October 2013 
 

UK Government representatives: The Minister for External Affairs and International Development 
meets with UK Government representatives when he visits other countries. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress has been made by Scottish Opera in appointing a new music director. 

 (S4W-17916) 

Fiona Hyslop: The recruitment of a new musical director is an operational and artistic matter for 
Scottish Opera. I understand that the process of recruiting a new musical director is already underway. 

Transport Scotland 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to make transport accessible, affordable and available for disabled people. 

 (S4O-2570) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is committed to equality and inclusiveness across 
Scotland’s entire transport network and regularly brings together a number of key transport 
stakeholders and representatives of disability organisations to discuss the accessibility, affordability 
and availability of transport for disabled people. 

The Scottish Government sponsors the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland who continue to 
promote the travel needs of disabled people directly with transport planners, operators and 
infrastructure providers. 

 

Christian Allard (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on Transport Scotland’s public exhibitions on plans to 
dual the A96 between Inverness and Aberdeen by 2039 and whether the information provided at these 
will be available online. 



 (S4O-2571) 

Keith Brown: I was in Nairn on Monday 11 November 2013 ahead of the launch of the first of nine 
exhibitions which will allow local communities the opportunity to comment on the early stages of 
design work on the Scottish Government’s ambitious plans to dual the A96 between Inverness and 
Aberdeen by 2030. 

The exhibitions are being held at nine venues along the A96 corridor between 12th and 29th 
November 2013. All of the materials from the exhibitions, including a feedback form, are available on-
line at Transport Scotland’s website for anyone to view and complete. 

Dualling the A96 will be a significant undertaking and I would ask everyone who has an interest to 
attend the exhibitions or review the information available on-line and to take the opportunity to help 
inform the dualling programme. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government (a) how many times and (b) for how long on average the (i) A82, (ii) A83 and 
(iii) A85 have been closed as a result of crime scene investigation of accident sites in the last three 
years, and for what reasons these roads cannot be reopened for managed traffic flow more quickly in 
such cases. 

 (S4W-18076) 

Keith Brown: The A82, A83 and A85 have, respectively, been closed for 97, 43 and 46 times over 
the last three full calendar years. In this period, there were 11 fatal reported personal injury accidents 
on the A82, 5 fatal accidents on the A83 and 11 fatal accidents on the A85. 

These closures have also resulted for a variety of other reasons, including fallen trees, the recovery 
of broken down vehicles and the consequences of road traffic accidents. The duration of the closures 
are dependent on the circumstances of each incident and the closures associated with slight or non-
injury accidents are often relatively short in timescale. 

The lengthiest closures are often associated with the clearance and investigation of more serious 
accidents. Where the recovery and treatment of casualties is taking place, this has an obvious priority. 
Where accident investigations are taking place, the conduct of these is a matter for Police Scotland. 

Transport Scotland and its operating companies work with Police Scotland on the diversionary 
routes for such closures and the clean-up of the site when the accident investigation is complete. 
Every effort is made to minimise the duration of closures. Each case is dependant, however, on the 
balance of operational and other priorities outlined above. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the Lord Advocate’s role has been in advising on road accidents and 
consequent investigations causing closure of the (a) A82, (b) A83 and (c) A85 roads and whether 
accidents on these roads have been reduced following the investigations necessitating closures on 
these roads, in the last three years. 

 (S4W-18077) 

Keith Brown: Although the Lord Advocate is head of the system of investigation of deaths and 
prosecution in Scotland, the matter of road closures for the investigation of road traffic accidents is an 
operational matter for Police Scotland. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons an emergency timetable extending journey times for railway services on the Far North and 
Kyle line was introduced on 28 October 2013. 

 (S4W-18101) 

Keith Brown: A modified timetable has been introduced for services between Inverness and 
Thurso/Wick and Kyle of Lochalsh to improve the punctuality and reliability of the timetable and ensure 
connection times are met with other public transport services. 



Not all services on these routes have been adversely affected with the introduction of this new 
timetable. Of those services that have been affected, journey times have been extended by a 
maximum of two minutes. 

Network Rail and First ScotRail are working closely together to produce an improved and more 
resilient timetable for Far North and Kyle services, which is expected to be introduced for the May 
2014 timetable change. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
there are to reduce journey times on railway services between Inverness and Wick. 

 (S4W-18102) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18101 on 13 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body whether the Parliament campus has electric vehicle charging 

points. 

(S4W-18046) 

Linda Fabiani: The SPCB has installed two charging points for electric vehicles.  One is located in the 

internal car park and one in the service yard. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

