
Monday 11 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17686 by Nicola Sturgeon on 22 October 2013, 
what companies were awarded each framework contract for mail services. 

 (S4W-17973) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The postal services framework is divided into two lots. Lot one is for ad-hoc and 
hybrid mail and was awarded to TNT Post Scotland Ltd. Lot two, covering planned mail, was awarded 
to the Royal Mail Group Ltd. 

In relation to the courier services framework, this framework is divided into six geographical lots. 
DHL Express (UK) Ltd was awarded five lots, covering Glasgow, Strathclyde and south west Scotland; 
Grampian; Highlands and Islands; Tayside, Central and Fife; and a one stop shop (organisations that 
have multiple sites across Scotland). The sixth lot was awarded to Eagle Couriers and covers 
Edinburgh, Lothian and south east Scotland. 

Governance and Communities 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to consolidate housing legislation. 

 (S4W-17804) 

Margaret Burgess: The purpose of consolidating legislation is to give effect to recommendations of 
the Scottish Law Commission, or of the Scottish Law Commission and the Law Commission jointly. 
We have no plans to introduce such legislation. However, it is our intention to introduce a Housing Bill 
later this year which will give effect to this government’s policies on the following issues: the right to 
buy; resolving housing disputes in the private rented sector; social housing tenancies and 
management of stock; licensing of mobile homes; the regulation of letting agents; and local authority 
powers over the condition of private housing. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what dates since 3 May 2012 the Minister for Local Government and Planning has 
communicated with SNP councillors on Argyll and Bute Council and what matters were discussed. 

 (S4W-17985) 

Derek Mackay: As the local government and planning minister, I regularly engage and 
communicate with councillors. This can include councillors from any of the political parties represented 
at local government level, including the SNP, and also independents.  

I most recently visited Argyll and Bute on 28 October 2013 to attend the Autumn Convention of the 
Highlands and Islands which took place in Helensburgh. The convention meeting was attended by 
councillors from across the Highlands and Islands, including the Independent Leader and the Liberal 
Democrat Depute Leader of Argyll and Bute Council. 

I am committed to treating all Scotland’s councillors with equal regard, regardless of political party. 
Scottish Government record systems do not, as a rule, distinguish between councillors on a party 
political basis. However, I am nevertheless pleased to be able to furnish you with a list of the main 
communications I have had with Argyll and Bute councillors who were also members of the SNP at the 
time of communication. 

I visited Argyll and Bute Council on 15-16 August 2012 and met the then Council Leader Roddy 
McCuish, a member of the SNP, where a number of issues relating to Argyll and Bute were discussed. 
On 29 July 2013 I wrote to Council Leader Roddy McCuish about the National Planning Framework 3. 

On 1 August 2013 I wrote to Counsellor Roddy McCuish in his capacity as chair of the Argyll and 
Bute Community Planning Partnership (CPP) to approve the single outcome agreement and 
associated development plan produced by the CPP. 



On 23 August 2013 I wrote to Council Leader Roddy McCuish regarding the Island Areas Ministerial 
Working Group. 

 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many government car service vehicles are electric. 

 (S4W-18043) 

John Swinney: The government car service presently has one hybrid (petrol/electric) vehicle. 

 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many of its buildings have electric vehicle charging points. 

 (S4W-18044) 

John Swinney: There are presently four Scottish Government buildings with dedicated electric 
vehicle charging points. 

Health and Social Care 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on its progress in relation to Commitment 6 in the Mental Health 
Strategy for Scotland: 2012-2015. 

 (S4W-17957) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is making good progress on taking forward the 
commitment. We are working with NHS 24 and NHS boards to roll out computerised cognitive 
behavioural therapy on a national basis. In addition we are working with NHS 24 and other partners on 
new ways of engaging with people who are in distress under the Project Ginsberg initiative. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent improvements NHS boards have made to the monitoring of information about who is accessing 
services. 

 (S4W-17963) 

Michael Matheson: NHS boards are responsible for monitoring information about who is accessing 
services so they can ensure that local services are meeting the needs of their local communities. 

As part of the Scottish Government’s six month mental health implementation review visits we 
discuss with the NHS boards their progress in improving data, completeness in recording ethnicity on 
psychiatric inpatient admissions. (SMR04) 

Data collected on SMR04 shows that there has been a steady improvement in completeness of 
ethnicity data from 42%, not provided in 2008-09 to 1% not provided in 2012-13. Whilst the number of 
not known has varied between 18% in 2008-09 and 22% in 2012-13. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent progress it has made on lowering psychiatric readmission rates. 

 (S4W-17964) 

Michael Matheson: Readmissions to psychiatric hospitals was the subject of a HEAT target running 
from December 2004 to December 2009. The HEAT target was to reduce the number of readmissions 
(within one year) for those that have had a psychiatric hospital admission of at least seven days by 10 
per cent by the end of December 2009. 

The target included patients with an initial discharge occurring up to the end of December 2009. As 
readmissions up to one year after the initial discharge were counted for the target, information on 
admissions up to the end of December 2010 was required to allow final performance against this 
target to be assessed. The last data published in this format showed that readmissions had reduced 
by 27% between December 2004 and March 2010. 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent steps it has taken to improve the mental health of vulnerable children. 

 (S4W-17966) 

Michael Matheson: While the Scottish Government sets the policy direction for the delivery of and 
access to psychological therapies, it is for health boards to determine the level and nature of the 
demand in their local areas. 

In preparation for meeting the access to psychological therapies HEAT target, many health boards 
have undertaken work to quantify demand and capacity within services delivering psychological 
therapies, and have carried out or are planning service redesign to best meet this demand. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent steps it has taken to improve the mental health outcomes of looked-after children. 

 (S4W-17969) 

Michael Matheson: In 2009, a letter was sent to all NHS board chief executives informing them that 
by 2015 all looked after children should be offered a mental health assessment. A short life working 
group is currently developing recommendations on carrying out health assessments for looked after 
children and this will include guidance on mental health screening. 

In accordance with “Getting it Right for Every Child” principles we continue to encourage high-
quality, individually tailored, multi-agency approaches for this vulnerable group. That is why we have 
made a commitment in the Mental Health Strategy for Scotland: 2012-2015 to work with a range of 
stakeholders to develop the current specialist Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services balanced 
scorecard to pick up all specialist mental health consultation and referral activity relating to looked 
after children. 

There have been increases in direct therapeutic services for looked after children and in the indirect 
mental health support available. An example of indirect support is the basic mental health training 
which has been made available to all those working with or caring for looked after children and young 
people. 

We recently funded a pilot in Rossie Secure Unit to tackle the mental health needs of young people 
in secure care. The teaching recovery techniques programme provides an effective trauma-specific 
approach to address young people’s subjective sense of disturbance and enable behavioural change 
to begin to occur. We have now received a draft report on the programme and are considering its 
initial findings. 

We have also funded the Centre for Excellence for Looked After Children in Scotland to develop and 
deliver a programme of suicide and self-harm training for senior managers in social work, health and 
education. This 18 month long programme aims to improve the process of developing improved 
interagency protocols and pathways to ensure that distressed and vulnerable children can have their 
needs met. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on its work with NHS Tayside to develop an approach to improve the 
response to distress. 

 (S4W-17971) 

Michael Matheson: The Tayside project team presented the progress and outcomes of the work to 
date at an improvement panel in early September 2013. This included updates on the ‘tests of change’ 
that had been undertaken; the data gathered and analysed during the project and the views and 
feedback from a range of stakeholders and members of the public. 

The next stage includes the continuation of certain tests of change: A report to the Dundee 
Community Planning Partnership on the learning and outcomes with recommendations on future local 
actions and sharing the outcomes with other Tayside partnership groups and a report to the Scottish 
Government on the learning and outcomes. 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support it has made available in each of the last five years to voluntary organisations that 
provide talking therapies. 

 (S4W-17972) 

Michael Matheson: Psychological therapies are delivered and funded mainly through the NHS, and 
our work to support improving access to psychological therapies is focussed mainly on provision 
through health boards. 

No ring fenced funding has specifically been provided to support voluntary organisations to provide 
psychological therapies. However, we provide funding to national third sector mental health 
organisations, many of whom provide a range of services and support to respond to mental health 
problems, including in some cases delivery of psychological therapies. 

 

  The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17975 
S4W-17976 
S4W-17979 


