
Thursday 7 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking to tackle the effects of larch tree disease in Dumfries and Galloway. 

 (S4O-2561) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is providing guidance and financial support to those 
woodland businesses affected by Phytophthora ramorum. This includes the provision of agents’ 
services and the clearing of uneconomic infected larch woodlands, as set out in the Action Plan for 
Ramorum on larch in Scotland. In addition we also intend to provide supplementary support for the 
appropriate replanting of larch sites cleared due to Phytophthora ramorum. The additional £1 million 
recently announced for Forestry Commission Scotland’s budget in 2014-15 will help meet the costs 
resulting from tree health issues and will support increased surveillance and support for rapid 
response measures. This is in addition to resources already been deployed, including a dedicated 
post to increase the response. 

We should also remember that other plants and trees are affected by Phytophthora. The Scottish 
Government will therefore continue with mandatory inspections of the horticulture nursery businesses 
that trade in host plants of Phytophthora ramorum to check for symptoms. We will also continue 
surveillance of parks and gardens and to work with Scottish Natural Heritage and SEPA to monitor 
high risk heathland sites. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many applications it has received from INEOS for financial assistance in each year since 2007, and 
how many were approved, broken down by (a) amount requested, (b) funding stream and (c) purpose 
for the request. 

 (S4W-17764) 

Fergus Ewing: Between 2007 and 2011 the Scottish Government received one application from 
INEOS for financial assistance under the regional selective assistance (RSA) scheme. However, since 
2011 responsibility for the RSA scheme has been administered by Scottish Enterprise (SE) and, as 
such, applications for support, and information held on pre-2011 applications, are operational matters 
for them. 

I will ask the Chief Executive of SE to write to you with the information you requested. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to extend the Green Deal initiative to include park home 
dwellers. 

 (S4W-17782) 

Fergus Ewing: Green Deal is a UK Government policy. Changes to the Green Deal are a reserved 
matter for Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) at UK Government. One of the barriers 
to park home dwellers accessing the Green Deal is the pre-requisite for an Energy Performance 
Certificate (EPC). It is not possible to generate an EPC for park homes using the current software. 
However, DECC anticipate that changes scheduled for 2014 to the software will remove this barrier. 
Further information should be requested from UK Minister Greg Barker. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to implement a Green Deal initiative for park home dwellers 
whose home construction does not meet the current Green Deal criteria. 

 (S4W-17783) 



Fergus Ewing: Green Deal is a UK Government Policy. Changes to the Green Deal are a reserved 
matter for Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) at UK Government. Scottish Ministers 
have no current plans to implement any initiatives for park home dwellers. Park homes may be eligible 
for stage 4 of the Energy Assistance Package which has now evolved into the Energy Assistance 
Scheme, which is Scottish Government funded. Householders can contact Home Energy Scotland for 
advice. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much funding it has provided to Entrepreneurial Spark in the last three years. 

 (S4W-17853) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has not provided any funding to Entrepreneurial Spark in 
the past three years. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications for wind turbines above 50 MW were granted between 1 
October 2011 and 1 October 2013 to developers who were not in possession of an Ofgem generating 
licence, including those who were exempt from the requirement. 

 (S4W-17900) 

Fergus Ewing: The number of wind farm applications over 50MW granted consent between 1 
October 2011 and 1 October 2013 is 11. 

Information on whether the applicants in question were in possession of an Ofgem generating 
licence or exempt from the requirement to hold such a licence is not held by the Scottish Government. 
It is Ofgem who have responsibility for electricity licensing. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17158 by Shona Robison on 26 September 2013, how much it has provided 
for each year from 2007-08 to 2014-15 for work on race equality, also broken down by organisation. 

Holding answer issued: 29 October 2013 (S4W-17578) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government has provided significant funding over the period 2007–
15 to promote equality and help tackle inequality and discrimination. The Equality budget supports 
funding to address issues of race equality through its Equality Fund, through strategic interventions 
and through its support for intermediary organisations. Figures relating to the support for organisations 
are broken down by organisation and detailed in the table placed in the Parliament’s reference centre 
(Bib. number 55361). 

In addition, resources from the Equality budget also contribute to race and religious equality work 
elsewhere in the Scottish Government such as sectarianism and gypsy/traveller educational projects. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17158 by Shona Robison on 26 September 2013, to what projects and 
initiatives the £5.3 million is allocated. 

Holding answer issued: 29 October 2013 (S4W-17579) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is providing significant funding (nearly £21 million per 
annum) over the period 2012–15 to help tackle inequality and discrimination. The £5.3 million is the 
amount of money provided by the Scottish Government’s Equality Fund for specific work to tackle 
issues around race and religious equality. A detailed breakdown of this is shown in table A of the 
information placed in the Parliament’s reference centre (Bib. number 55362). In addition the Equality 
budget also supports strategic interventions and provides support to intermediary bodies which also 
contribute to tackling race inequality and religious intolerance and discrimination. These are detailed in 
table B and table C of the information placed in the Parliament’s reference centre (Bib. number 
55362). 



In addition resources from the Equality budget also contribute to race and religious equality work 
elsewhere in the Scottish Government such as sectarianism and gypsy/traveller educational projects. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17688 by Fergus Ewing on 23 October 2013, 
what assessment it has made of whether an unsolicited letter to businesses and sole traders from a 
minister breaches the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998. 

 (S4W-17980) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is supporting businesses by writing to any potential 
eligible business that isn’t claiming rates relief they may be entitled to under the Small Business Bonus 
Scheme (SBBS) to highlight they may benefit from zero or reduced business rates. 

Following the issue of a similar letter in 2010 the number of business properties benefiting from 
SBBS has seen a year on year increase. 

In using this information, supplied by councils who administer the rating system on its behalf, the 
Scottish Government has fully complied with the Data Protection Act. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17688 by Fergus Ewing on 23 October 2013, for 
what purposes under the Data Protection Act 1998 the names and addresses of businesses and sole 
traders were collected. 

 (S4W-17981) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17980 on 7 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17688 by Fergus Ewing on 23 October 2013, 
what organisations collected the names and addresses of businesses and sole traders. 

 (S4W-17982) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17980 on 7 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17159 by Shona Robison on 3 October 2013, what specific action is being 
taken to tackle poverty and deprivation in black and minority ethnic communities. 

Holding answer issued: 6 November 2013 (S4W-17750) 

Shona Robison: We are committed to tackling the long-term drivers of poverty through early 
intervention and prevention. In spring 2014, we will publish a revised Child Poverty Strategy which will 
focus on maximising household resources and improving children’s wellbeing and life chances. 

The Scottish Government has made a number of commitments which will help maximise incomes for 
households in Scotland. For example, we have allocated £40 million in partnership with local 
government to plug the gap in funding for Council Tax Benefit successor arrangements in 2013-14 
and ensure that over 500,000 vulnerable people are protected from UK Government funding cuts. The 
Equality Statement on the Scottish Draft Budget 2014-15 highlights that because of the demographic 
differences between ethnic groups, ethnic minorities are particularly likely to benefit from such income-
related commitments. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Learning and Justice 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many breaches of sexual offences prevention orders there have been in 
each of the last five years, broken down by the (a) nature of and (b) sentence imposed for the breach. 

Holding answer issued: 4 November 2013 (S4W-17716) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government holds information on the number of convictions for 
breach of a sexual offences prevention order and the sentence imposed in each case. The available 
information is given in the following table. Information on the nature of the breach is not held centrally. 

People convicted of breaches of sexual offences prevention orders
1
 by result, 2007-08 to 2011-12 

Result 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Custody 37 28 25 40 41 

Community sentence 5 8 8 4 4 

Monetary 3 6 2 6 3 

Other 6 12 3 2 4 

Total 51 54 38 52 52 

Source: Scottish Government Court Proceedings Database. 
Notes: 1. Where main offence. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in relation to notifications of personal details, how many people on the sex 
offenders register have failed to (a) make an annual notification to the police, (b) notify police three 
days after their release from prison and (c) notify police of a change, in each of the last five years. 

Holding answer issued: 4 November 2013 (S4W-17717) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government holds information on the number of convictions for 
failure to notify by people on the sex offenders register. The available information is given in the 
following table. Information on the exact circumstances of the failure to notify is not held centrally. 

People convicted for failure to notify police/provision of false information
1
 by result, 2007-08 to 2011-

12 

Result 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Custody 45 52 44 53 44 

Community sentence 22 14 21 14 14 

Monetary 34 37 29 52 46 

Other 25 34 32 31 42 

All 126 137 126 150 146 

Source: Scottish Government Court Proceedings Database. 
Note: 1. Where main offence. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many times people on the sex offenders register have failed to notify police 
of being away from their usual home address and what sentence was imposed for such failure in each 
of last five years. 

Holding answer issued: 4 November 2013 (S4W-17719) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17717 on 7 November 2013 
which gives the available information on failures to notify police. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many times people on the sex offenders register have failed to notify police 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


that they intend to leave the UK and what sentence was imposed for such failure in each of last five 
years. 

Holding answer issued: 4 November 2013 (S4W-17720) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17717 on 7 November 2013 
which gives the available information on failures to notify police. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people on the sex offenders register are listed as missing or 
whereabouts unknown. 

Holding answer issued: 4 November 2013 (S4W-17721) 

Kenny MacAskill: Figures obtained from Police Scotland show that, as at September 2013 there 
were 10 registered sex offenders unaccounted for in Scotland. Of these, 9 were believed to be abroad. 
This information is only valid as at September 2013 because the information is dynamic and will 
change as arrests are made, or new cases come to light through intelligence-led policing, or through 
the routine management of such offenders. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
carried out or plans to carry out an assessment of public attitudes to its (a) policies and (b) ministers 
using social media. 

 (S4W-17974) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has not used social media to carry out an assessment of 
public attitudes to its policies or its ministers. 

Options for using social media as part of the evaluation of the Commonwealth Games legacy are 
currently being considered. 

Transport Scotland 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to ensure that any funding difficulties for partners in the Aberdeen Western Peripheral 
Route project will not result in further delays to the project. 

 (S4W-17858) 

Keith Brown: In February 2013, the Scottish Government consented to both Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire Councils borrowing up to £70 million to directly fund their contribution to the Aberdeen 
Western Peripheral Route. 

Subsequently, Scottish Ministers have agreed a contribution cap of £75 million for each council, 
bringing clarity and certainty to spending plans ensuring that the project is delivered by spring 2018. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it can provide to local authorities if they have difficulties in securing their share of the funding 
for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route project. 

 (S4W-17859) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has consented to both councils borrowing the funds which 
they have agreed to provide towards the cost of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route/Balmedie to 
Tipperty project. Under this arrangement, repayment of the loan can be spread over 30 years and 
Aberdeenshire Council has been given consent to defer repayment until the completion of the road in 
spring 2018. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it is making on securing its share of the funding for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
project. 

 (S4W-17860) 

Keith Brown: Future provision has been made within revenue forecasts to fund the Aberdeen 
Western Peripheral Route/Balmedie to Tipperty project. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the electrification of the Maryhill railway line has not been included in the 
Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme or control period (CP)5 proposals and what consequent 
issues it foresees for the continued operation of the line. 

 (S4W-17994) 

Keith Brown: Electrification of the Maryhill line was proposed as part of the initial Edinburgh to 
Glasgow Improvement Programme (EGIP). Constraints on access to Queen Street High Level would 
have meant some trains being removed and Anniesland services moving to the low level with 
passengers on the Maryhill line changing at Anniesland for forwarding connections. 

However, we listened to concerns, including those made by Patricia Ferguson, around journey time 
extensions and adapted our plans, giving a commitment to retain the services in Queen Street High 
Level. 

I can also confirm that Maryhill will be electrified when we roll out the electrification of the network 
after EGIP, as we’ve always stated. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the Maryhill railway line will be electrified. 

 (S4W-17996) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17994 on 7 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what investment is planned to (a) boost passenger numbers on and (b) ensure the 
continued operation of the Maryhill railway line. 

 (S4W-17997) 

Keith Brown: In the next franchise, measures will be put in place to boost patronage on lightly-used 
services. More details will be made available in the specification for the ScotRail franchise which will 
be published later this month. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what service enhancements it is planning or considering to (a) boost passenger numbers 
on and (b) ensure the continued operation of the Maryhill railway line. 

 (S4W-17998) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17997 on 7 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it remains committed to (a) the services running on the Maryhill railway line 
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using the direct route from Anniesland to Queen Street and (b) keeping open the stations serving that 
route. 

 (S4W-17999) 

Keith Brown: As stated publicly on numerous occasions previously, the Scottish Government 
remains committed to both the running of Maryhill services through the direct route from Anniesland to 
Queen Street, and to the lines and stations in the Glasgow area. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) 
regarding the future of the Maryhill railway line. 

 (S4W-18000) 

Keith Brown: There have been no recent discussions with SPT regarding the future Maryhill line. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what cost saving resulted from not including the Maryhill railway line in the electrification 
programme. 

 (S4W-18001) 

Keith Brown: The estimated costs for electrification of the Maryhill line was around £25 million 
inclusive of the necessary route clearance works (structures etc.). 

 


