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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will tackle 
discrimination toward the gypsy/traveller community. 

 (S4W-17986) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government recognises the extent of discrimination against the 
gypsy/traveller community and the need to have a co-ordinated approach to improving outcomes and 
life-chances. We are developing a strategic overview and action plan building on existing work and 
drawing on the recommendations of the recent enquiries undertaken by the Equal Opportunities 
Committee. This we expect to be finalised by spring 2015. 

In the meantime we are at the early stages of taking forward an awareness raising campaign as 
recommended in the report of the Equal Opportunities Committee. We intend to work with 
gypsies/travellers and other relevant stakeholders in its development. We will also be exploring how 
gypsies/travellers can have a voice in the matters that affect them and how best they can participate in 
a way which suits their living experience. 

We are establishing a gypsy/traveller site working group to consider further issues in relation to sites 
raised in the Equal Opportunities Committee Report Where Gypsy/Travellers Live. There is now a 
Scottish social housing charter outcome relating to gypsy/traveller sites, that “Sites are well 
maintained and managed”. Site satisfaction data will be collected for the first time by the Scottish 
Housing Regulator in 2014 along with data on average weekly rent per pitch and total number of 
pitches. 

We will continue with a range of projects of support such as a three year programme run by 
MECOPP to increase understanding around informal caring in the gypsy/traveller community and 
support for the Article 12 project about building bridges in young gypsies/travellers’ lives. We have 
commissioned Carers Scotland and MECOPP to produce a carers’ rights charter which clarifies that 
gypsies/travellers should have advice, information and support. We are also mapping the adult literacy 
work with the gypsy/traveller community and will be publishing the review of the patient record of 
personal health, now commonly referred to as the “hand-held record”, by the end of 2013. 

Health and Social Care 

 Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the potential introduction of NHS charges for overseas visitors will apply in Scotland. 

 (S4O-02546) 

Alex Neil: Before we could agree to bring any proposals to apply the Home Office’s “health levy” 
before this Parliament, we would need to be convinced that the proposal was necessary, proportionate 
and cost effective and that it would not affect our ability to attract the bright and highly skilled visitors 
and students so important to Scotland’s economy and its vibrancy and diversity as a nation. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
improve social care for vulnerable and older people. 

 (S4O-02547) 

Michael Matheson: We are doing many things to improve social care to ensure vulnerable and 
older people are treated with respect and dignity: 

the integration of health and care to ensure seamless service provision for all adults;  

our Reshaping Care for Older People programme, which recognises people want to live in their own 
communities for as long as possible, with appropriate support; 

effective care standards, regulation and inspection of care to ensure that all people receive quality 
and compassionate care that protects their dignity and independence on every occasion and in any 
setting; 



the move to strategic commissioning of care; 

more choice and control through self-directed support;  

the commitment to free personal and nursing care as a universal benefit for over 65s; 

our dementia strategy to ensure people are treated with consideration for their condition; and 

access to care information and advice via Care Information Scotland which is being developed to 
signpost information for all care groups, not just older people in the coming year. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the outcomes were of the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing’s recent trip to Estonia. 

 (S4O-02549) 

Alex Neil: I had a very productive trip to Estonia last week. It was clear to me that Scotland and 
Estonia have much to learn from each other. 

I met senior ministers, parliamentarians and senior officials, and had fruitful discussions on matters 
of common interest which included e-health, telehealth and the public health response to over 
consumption of alcohol. 

I spoke at their Annual Alcohol Conference and there was much interest in how we are tackling 
alcohol misuse in Scotland, including minimum unit pricing of alcohol. I consider there is a growing 
recognition of the harm alcohol causes and a growing recognition that action needs to be taken. 

I am delighted that the Republic of Ireland is also pursuing minimum unit pricing of alcohol, the 
momentum is growing and I hope to see other countries join us. 

 

Gordon MacDonald (Edinburgh Pentlands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what funding streams are currently supporting the sports that will be featured in the 2014 
Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4O-02550) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government and its partners are committed to leaving a lasting 
legacy from the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. 

On 30 September 2013 we confirmed that between 2011and 2015 a record level of investment of 
over £38 million will be made into the 17 Commonwealth Games sports and disability sports. 

This is in addition to the £10 million Legacy 2014 Active Places Fund, which will help build or 
upgrade places within communities; and £1.5 million per year up to 2015 to support local authorities 
develop their plans for the roll out of community sport hubs, where local people can go to get active or 
take part in sport. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial commitment sportscotland has made to the regional performance centre in Dundee. 

 (S4O-02551) 

Shona Robison: Sportscotland will continue to support Dundee City Council and other local 
partners as they work up a proposal that meets the sporting needs of the people of Dundee and the 
surrounding areas. 

Learning and Justice 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it expects Police Scotland to provide to community councils concerning 
crime in their areas. 

 (S4W-17734) 

Kenny MacAskill: Operational decisions about local engagement are a matter for Police Scotland. 



Reform is strengthening the connection between the services and the communities they serve. This 
is supported by the statutory principle that the police service should seek to achieve its main purpose 
of improving safety and well-being by being accessible to and engaged with local communities. 
Ministers have also set strategic priorities for the service to be visible, responsive and focused on 
protecting frontline delivery. 

There are local commanders for each of Police Scotland’s 14 divisions, and they work with the 
community and other partners to shape and deliver local policing. The 353 local policing plans provide 
a key way for the service to engage with local communities about progress being made to address 
their priorities. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many dawn raids police have carried out in each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-17759) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police officers in the (a) Highlands and Islands and (b) Moray Division have taken early 
retirement at 25 years since 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-17766) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally, it is a matter for Police Scotland. 

We will continue to safeguard officer numbers with more than 1,000 extra police in communities 
since 2007 helping to keep crime levels at a 39 year low. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police officers in the (a) Highlands and Islands and (b) Moray Division have left Police Scotland 
other than on retirement since 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-17768) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally, it is a matter for Police Scotland. 

We will continue to safeguard officer numbers with more than 1,000 extra police in communities 
since 2007 helping to keep crime levels at a 39 year low. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police support staff have taken voluntary redundancy in the (a) Highlands and Islands and (b) 
Moray Division since 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-17770) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally, it is a matter for Police Scotland. 

We are committed to our pledge of no compulsory redundancies, and reductions in support staff are 
being delivered by not replacing people who leave, retirements and voluntary exit schemes. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police officers in the (a) Highlands and Islands and (b) Moray Division carry out a role previously 
delivered by a member of the support staff. 

 (S4W-17772) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally, it is a matter for Police Scotland. 

There is no policy to backfill staff posts with officers. The chief constable has repeatedly said that 
Police Scotland does not have a strategy or plan to backfill police staff roles with police officers. 

 



Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on reports that seven out of 10 police control rooms are being 
considered for closure and how this meets its commitment to local policing. 

 (S4W-17787) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police control rooms are an operational matter for Police Scotland and the 
Scottish Police Authority. One of Police Scotland’s top priorities is to protect and enhance services to 
local communities. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the cost will be of transporting prisoners to the new HMP Grampian, compared to the current 
arrangements. 

 (S4W-17793) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Escorts are not paid for individually nor do they vary depending on the location of prisoner therefore 
there is no change to the cost profile from the current arrangements. Charges for the movement of 
prisoners are linked to the total number of escorts carried out. Details as to how the costs are 
structured are outlined in Schedule C of the contract which is published on the SPS website at: 
http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/Publication-3104.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much has been spent on rebranding the (a) Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and (b) Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-17794) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service went live on 1 April 
2013 and will deliver estimated annual savings of £130 million. 

Rebranding is an operational matter for the services. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police officers have accepted voluntary severance from (a) Grampian Police since 1 April 2012 
and (b) Police Scotland since 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-17795) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is a matter for Police Scotland. There is however no Voluntary 
Severance/Voluntary Early Retirement scheme for police officers. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will issue a formal response to the Scottish Law Commission’s Report on Similar Fact 
Evidence and the Moorov Doctrine. 

 (S4W-17983) 

Kenny MacAskill: I wrote to Lord Drummond Young on 23 May 2012, thanking the Commission for 
undertaking the work and stating that my intention now was for the Scottish Government to take time 
and consider the final report, with a view to legislating for change at an appropriate opportunity. 

My letter can be found on the Commission’s website at: 
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/law-reform-projects/completed-projects/similar-fact-evidence-and-the-
moorov-doctrine/. 

The report is being considered with plans for future criminal justice legislation. 

http://www.sps.gov.uk/Publications/Publication-3104.aspx
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/law-reform-projects/completed-projects/similar-fact-evidence-and-the-moorov-doctrine/
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/law-reform-projects/completed-projects/similar-fact-evidence-and-the-moorov-doctrine/


Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether and, if so, for what reason it has excluded unincorporated organisations from 
bidding for funding from the small grants scheme for international development. 

 (S4W-17807) 

Humza Yousaf: In order to be eligible to apply for funding under the Small Grants Programme 
applicant organisations must constitute a “legal person”, meaning it is legally constituted and can enter 
into a contract. This status is achieved by becoming an incorporated organisation, such as a company 
limited by guarantee or a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 

After further consideration, I recognised that there are some small un-incorporated organisations 
who would wish to apply to the programme, but who would not currently meet the criteria of being a 
“legal person”. In recognition of this, and to assists these organisations, I therefore agreed that un-
incorporated organisations could apply for funding from the programme, on condition that they 
become an incorporated organisation (e.g. either by becoming a company limited by guarantee or a 
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation) by 1 March 2014. Thereafter, in subsequent years, 
only incorporated organisations will be eligible to apply to the Small Grants Programme. 

I discussed this modification of the application process with NIDOS, and they agreed to run training 
sessions and provide other support to assist un-incorporated organisations to meet the criteria of 
becoming incorporation before the final awards are made. 

I consider that this modification of the application process will assist the small number of 
organisations who may not currently be in a position to apply to the programme. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to ensure that owners of listed buildings have a duty of care for the buildings that can 
be enforced prior to the need for urgent repairs. 

 (S4W-18004) 

Fiona Hyslop: All building owners have a general responsibility to maintain their property. Set 
against the total number of listed buildings, a very small number are at risk. 

There is no specific obligation on the owner of a listed building to maintain their buildings, but there 
are statutory powers available to planning authorities and Scottish Ministers to take action where listed 
buildings have deteriorated. These powers allow them to carry out urgent works for the preservation of 
listed buildings, to serve “repairs notices” and to compulsorily acquire listed buildings in need of repair. 
The much better alternative is, of course, effective management and maintenance. 

Transport Scotland 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government when the MV Coruisk will be deployed on the Gourock-Dunoon route; how 
much this will cost; whether it will sail to the timetable specified in the 2011 tender document; whether 
the Dunoon-Gourock route will take preference over the Wemyss Bay-Rothesay route, and whether 
the MV Coruisk will operate at times when the currently operating vessels could have provided the 
service. 

 (S4W-17785) 

Keith Brown: The MV Coruisk is due to enter service on the Gourock-Dunoon route on 19 
December 2013.  

The cost of the MV Coruisk providing additional relief cover as a passenger only vessel, over the 
course of the winter, is currently unknown as the full operational costs will only become evident after 
the service concludes in March 2014. 

The MV Coruisk will be providing replacement sailings in the morning and in the evening peak 
hours. It will also be on standby as a relief vessel for the remainder of the day should either the MV Ali 
Cat or the MV Argyll Flyer be cancelled due to bad weather. It will be timetabled in accordance with 
the Public Service Contract between Scottish Ministers and Argyll Ferries Ltd.  



The MV Coruisk will provide refit cover for the Wemyss Bay-Rothesay route before 19 December 
2013 when the MV Argyle and MV Bute are off for their annual refits. 

During its normal operating hours, the MV Coruisk will operate instead of the MV Ali Cat. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17356 by Keith Brown on 3 October 
2013 and in light of the Scottish Ferry Services: Ferries Plan (2013-2022) not making a commitment 
toward such spending on the Dunoon-Gourock route, whether it will allocate extra capital funding for 
the route in 2015-16. 

 (S4W-17786) 

Keith Brown: The vessel replacement plan, as set out in Appendix 1, of the Scottish Ferry Services: 
Ferries Plan (2013 -2022) was based on future known requirements at the time of publication.  

The ferries plan makes clear that for the Gourock to Dunoon town centre service, once the feasibility 
study has concluded, and has been considered by the Gourock Dunoon Ferry Services Steering 
Group, Scottish Ministers will decide what further actions are needed for this service. The Deputy First 
Minister has indicated that she intends to reach a conclusion on the way forward by the end of 2013. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 

the latest cost estimate is for improvements to the Haudagain roundabout. 

(S4W-17876) 

Keith Brown: The STAG report prepared by Aberdeen City Council estimated that Option 5 would 

cost in the region of £14.5 million (May 2007 prices, and excluding VAT). 

 

An early part of the preparatory work is to ensure that Option 5 continues to work effectively with the 

current development proposals. This assessment work to confirm the preferred route option is ongoing 

and due to be finalised in spring 2014. The cost estimate will be updated and reviewed as part of this 

process. 
 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a legally binding written guarantee that it will fund the cost of the Haudagain 
roundabout improvements in the event that a Trunk Road Order is granted and what its reasons are 
for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-17877) 

Keith Brown: There is no requirement for a legally binding guarantee to progress the design work. 

The Scottish Government have been clear on a number of occasions that it will pay for completion of 
the Haudagain roundabout improvement. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will apply for a Trunk Road Order for the improvements to the Haudagain roundabout. 

 (S4W-17878) 

Keith Brown: Subject to confirming the preferred route option in spring 2014, the provisional 
programme estimates publication of draft road orders in summer 2015. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what effect the proposed closure of the Winchburgh rail tunnel will have on passengers travelling to 
and from (a) stations north of Linlithgow, (b) Dunblane and (c) Alloa. 

 (S4W-17887) 



Keith Brown: As with any investment of this scale in an operational environment, there will 
inevitably be some disruption. All rail connections will be maintained during the closure of the 
Winchburgh Tunnel. Whilst detailed timetable development work is on-going for the period of 
disruption, I can confirm that some services will be reduced with an extension of journey times. Where 
possible, capacity will be retained through use of longer trains. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it gave to providing alternative routes prior to commencing work on the 
electrification affecting the Winchburgh tunnel. 

 (S4W-17888) 

Keith Brown: All rail connections will be maintained during the closure of the Winchburgh Tunnel. 
Alternative routes are available for Glasgow to Edinburgh end to end passengers via the Airdrie-
Bathgate route with the alternative route for remaining passengers being existing services travelling 
via Dalmeny. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
resources it will make available to Glasgow Airport to support its investment programme and whether 
these will provided in advance of the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-17941) 

Keith Brown: As a commercial operator, Glasgow Airport’s investment programme is for the airport 
owners to take forward. We recognise the key part that Glasgow Airport will play in ensuring that the 
Commonwealth Games are a success and more generally, the airport’s vital importance to Scotland’s 
connectivity and the economy. In recognition, the Scottish Government is providing on going advisory 
and technical support for a study being led by the airport to investigate short, medium and long-term 
options to improve surface access to and from the airport. 

We are also working with the airport on live route development proposals in support of its efforts to 
attract new direct international routes to Glasgow and Scotland. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
evidence it has to support the comment of the Minister for Transport and Veterans on 2 October 2013 
(Official Report, c. 23231) that the construction of the Rosyth international container terminal will 
deliver “an estimated 500 jobs”. 

 (S4W-18051) 

Keith Brown: The estimated number of construction jobs likely to be delivered was based on 
Babcock’s figures which were noted and not disputed during the public local inquiry. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-17750 


