
Tuesday 5 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria it has 
set for when it would start investing in (a) a stability fund and (b) an oil fund in an independent 
Scotland; for what reasons; in what year it considers that these criteria will be met, and in how many 
further years. 

 (S4W-17800) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group set out a detailed framework for how 
investments could be made into both a short-term stabilisation fund and a longer-term savings fund. 

In the short-term the working group recommend that a stabilisation fund could initially involve the 
Scottish Government basing its spending plans on a cautious forecast of oil and gas revenues, with 
surplus revenue transferred into the fund. 

In the long-run, the optimal condition for investment in a savings fund is for Scotland to run some 
form of onshore budget balance. However, the working group suggest that modest investments could 
start to be made into a savings fund once Scotland is running a manageable deficit and public sector 
debt as a share of GDP was on a downward path. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government at what (a) oil price 
and (b) production volume it would start investing in (a) a stability fund and (b) an oil fund in an 
independent Scotland; in what year it considers that this value will be achieved, and in how many 
further years. 

 (S4W-17801) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17800 on 5 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government at what level of North 
Sea oil and gas revenues it would invest in (a) a stability fund and (b) an oil fund in an independent 
Scotland; in what year it considers that this value will be achieved, and in how many further years. 

 (S4W-17802) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17800 on 5 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of 
North Sea oil and gas revenues it would invest in (a) a stability fund and (b) an oil fund in an 
independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-17803) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17800 on 5 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it anticipates 
that an independent Scotland would have a larger net fiscal deficit than the rest of the UK and, if so, in 
what year this would happen. 

 (S4W-17841) 

John Swinney: Over the past five years, it is estimated that Scotland has been in a relatively 
stronger fiscal position than the UK as a whole to the tune of £12.6 billion. This means that over this 
period, holding everything else constant, Scotland could have had higher spending, for example on 
infrastructure investment, and/or lower taxation and still had a smaller estimated fiscal deficit than the 
UK. 

An independent Scotland will therefore stand on a strong financial footing and with the additional 
economic levers that independence will provide we will be able to grow our economy more sustainably 
and use the proceeds of such wealth to re-invest in Scotland’s public services. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of whether an independent Scotland would have a structural deficit. 

 (S4W-17844) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17841 on 5 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) electricity producers and (b) generators of wind power above 50 
MW have been prosecuted for failing to have an Ofgem licence in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-17909) 

Fergus Ewing: It is Ofgem who have responsibility for electricity licensing. 

The information requested is not held by the Scottish Government. 

Finance 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
agreed with the Treasury the 25-year repayment period set out in the 2014-15 draft budget for 
borrowing £296 million from the National Loans Fund in 2015-16. 

 (S4W-17991) 

John Swinney: As set out in the paper Strengthening Scotland’s Future (CM 7973) we plan to 
inform the UK Government of our spending plans, including the use of borrowing, at least six months 
before the start of the relevant financial year. 

For spending, including borrowing, in 2015-16, this would be done by October 2014. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
the 2014-15 draft budget sets out borrowing £296 million from the National Loans Fund in 2015-16 
over a 25-year period and not the 10-year maximum recommended in the UK Government’s white 
paper, Strengthening Scotland’s Future. 

 (S4W-17992) 

John Swinney: It is expected that borrowing powers will be used to invest in long-term assets, 
which have at least a 25 year life. 

This is consistent with Strengthening Scotland’s Future (CM7973) which indicated that a longer 
timeframe than 10 years may be negotiated if this better reflects the lifespan of the associated assets. 
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Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
repayment cost would be of borrowing the £296 million set out in the 2014-15 draft budget from the 
National Loans Fund in 2015-16 over (a) 10 and (b) 25 years.  

 (S4W-17993) 

John Swinney: The repayment costs for borrowing £296 million from the National Loans Fund will 
depend on the interest rate charged, the type of loan and the time taken to repay it. 

On the basis of an annuity loan, with equal half-yearly payments (to include principal and interest) 
and an interest rate of 5%, the cost would be: 

£38 million per annum over 10 years; or 

£21 million per annum over 25 years. 

Governance and Communities 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it pays its 
apprentices per hour. 

 (S4W-17920) 

John Swinney: Modern apprentices employed by the Scottish Government are not paid on an 
hourly basis, but as salaried staff on £16,042 per annum. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17358 by John Swinney on 3 October 
2013, how many of the Government Car Service vehicles listed have been (a) purchased outright and 
(b) leased. 

 (S4W-17949) 

John Swinney: All the vehicles listed were purchased outright. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17733 by John Swinney on 17 October 2013, 
whether it has been able to assess whether the business rates incentivisation scheme is proving 
effective in the absence of agreed targets. 

 (S4W-17987) 

John Swinney: The absence of agreed targets for 2012-13 should have little or no impact on the 
effectiveness of the business rates incentivisation scheme. Clearly it would have been helpful to have 
agreed targets but as I explained in my response to question S4W-17733 this has not been possible 
given the decision taken by COSLA leaders to delay any decision until the audited 2012-13 returns are 
available. 

Irrespective of what the final agreed targets are, individual local authorities know that they will get to 
keep 50% of any additional business rates collected over and above the final agreed targets. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-17733 by John Swinney on 17 October 2013, 
when it expects to be able to publish targets for 2013-14 for the business rates incentivisation scheme. 

 (S4W-17988) 

John Swinney: As explained in my response to question S4W-17733, COSLA leaders took the 
decision that they did not want to consider the review of the 2012-13 Business Rates Incentivisation 
Scheme targets until the final non-domestic rates audited figures for 2012-13 are available, which will 
not be until the end of February 2014 at the earliest. 

It is our intention that we will publish agreed 2013-14 targets as soon as possible after we have 
reached agreement with COSLA on the final 2012-13 targets. 



 

Stewart Stevenson (Banffshire and Buchan Coast) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what approach it will take to the UK Government policy to increase employee 
contributions to public sector pensions from April 2014. 

 (S4W-18081) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government remains committed to public service pensions that are 
affordable, sustainable, and fair and has repeatedly set out its opposition to the UK Government’s 
policy of increasing employee contributions in this way and at this time. 

However, unless there is a change in UK Government policy, the Scottish Government will move to 
apply the third increment of employee contribution rate increases across the NHS, Teachers’, Police 
and Firefighters’ pension schemes in Scotland from April 2014. 

The Scottish Government has taken this decision as a result of the clear financial sanctions that will 
be imposed if it does not. In a letter to the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and 
Sustainable Growth dated 14 October 2013, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury confirmed that, as in 
previous years, if the Scottish Government does not apply the increases, or applies them later than 
April 2014, the UK Government will impose matching reductions in the Scottish budget. 

Health and Social Care 

Margo MacDonald (Lothian) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what organisations 
the NHS uses to help provide services, broken down by the (a) cost of the service, (b) number of 
employees and (c) ratio between highest and lowest paid employee. 

 (S4W-17863) 

Alex Neil: Detailed information on NHSScotland expenditure is available on the NHS National 
Services Scotland Information Services Division (ISD) website. ISD publish the Scottish Health 
Service Costs (known as the Cost Book) which provides a detailed analysis of where resources are 
spent in NHSScotland. 

NHSScotland uses many thousands of organisations to help provide services. These include for 
example, suppliers of goods, voluntary sector partners and energy providers. The Scottish 
Government does not hold the information requested for these organisations. 

Learning and Justice 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
with learning disabilities have been enrolled at a college in each year since 2007-08. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 October 2013 (S4W-17584) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council produces statistics for students in colleges. The 
latest data is for the academic year 2011-12. 

The disability categories used by SFC do not allow us to separately identify students with learning 
disabilities. The following table shows the percentage of enrolments for students with any recorded 
disability. 

Percentage of enrolments in Scottish Colleges for students with a recorded disability: 2007-08 to 
2011-12 

  2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Percentage of enrolments for students 
with any recorded disability 10.4% 11.0% 11.6% 12.3% 12.3% 

Source: Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide details of instances in which its directorates have paid to promote government (a) ministers 
and (b) policies on social media. 



 (S4W-17977) 

John Swinney: (a) The Scottish Government does not pay to promote Scottish Government 
ministers. 

(b) The Scottish Government uses social media as a part of integrated marketing campaigns to 
engage and promote government public information and social marketing activity. 

Details of the Advertising spend for the Scottish Government Marketing Unit is available on the 
Scottish Government website at the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/Directorates/Communications/advertising-marketing/spend. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-17724 
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