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 Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many people have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal for 
offences concerning snaring since 11 March 2010 and with what outcome. 

 (S4W-16397) 

Frank Mulholland: 31 persons have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal for offences concerning 
snaring since 11 March 2010. There was insufficient, admissible evidence to take action against nine 
persons. Eight persons received Procurator Fiscal warnings in cases in which, in the particular facts 
and circumstances, it would have been inappropriate to institute court proceedings. Prosecutions were 
raised against 14 persons in the Sheriff Court. Proceedings against one person were deserted by the 
court and proceedings against another were discontinued as a result of the “Cadder” decision. Seven 
persons have been convicted. One was admonished and the remaining six were fined sums ranging 
between £160 and £1,500. Prosecutions remain active against five persons. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government how many (a) under five-year-olds, (b) five to 17-year-olds and (c) adults have been 

classified as (i) overweight and (ii) obese in each of the last five years, broken down by gender. 

 

(S4W-15603) 

The following answer was corrected on 31 July 2013 

 

Shona Robison: This information is not available in the format requested. Estimates for age groups 

(a) 2-4 year olds, (b) 5-15 year olds and (c) adults aged 16+ are provided in the following tables from 

the Scottish Health Survey.  

Prevalence of overweight and obesity among males in Scotland, 2008-11: 

 Age 

2-4 5-15 16+ 

% % % 

Overweight  

(but not obese
1
) 

   

2008 19.2 19.3 42.4 

2009 14.6 14.7 41.1 

2010 18.8 14.8 40.4 

2011 21.4 16.0 41.1 

    

Obese
2 

   

2008 10.4 18.5 26.0 

2009 9.6 16.6 26.9 

2010 17.0 15.3 27.4 

2011 16.6 17.7 27.7 

Source: Scottish Health Survey 

1. Overweight adults with BMI greater than 25 and less than 30. Overweight children with BMI 

between the 85
th
 and 95

th
 percentile of the reference population. 

2. Obese adults with BMI greater than 30. Obese children with BMI greater than the 95
th
 percentile of 

the reference population. 

 

 

 

 



Prevalence of overweight and obesity among females in Scotland, 2008-11: 

 Age 

2-4 5-15 16+ 

% % % 

Overweight  

(but not obese
1
) 

   

2008 14.0 13.5 34.3 

2009 15.0 12.6 33.5 

2010 13.5 16.1 33.5 

2011 18.7 13.8 32.0 

    

Obese
2
    

2008 11.4 13.7 27.5 

2009 13.8 14.9 27.6 

2010 8.2 14.1 28.9 

2011 9.7 14.7 27.6 

Source: Scottish Health Survey 

1. Overweight adults with BMI greater than 25 and less than 30. Overweight children with BMI 

between the 85
th
 and 95

th
 percentile of the reference population. 

2. Obese adults with BMI greater than 30. Obese children with BMI greater than the 95
th
 percentile of 

the reference population. 

 
 

Learning and Justice 

 Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it seeks to ensure that trainee teachers are made aware of (a) autism and (b) dyslexia during their 
training. 

 (S4W-16415) 

Alasdair Allan: All programmes of Initial Teacher Education are accredited and approved by the 
General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS). The GTCS’s Evaluation Framework which is used in 
the process of accreditation, specifically asks the question about what is done in each programme to 
address additional support needs and these needs would include autism and dyslexia. 

However, the GTCS is not prescriptive about the number of hours of course delivery or student 
learning that should be allocated to each of the elements of the Standard. That would be a matter for 
the university concerned. 

The GTCS will only grant accreditation if they are satisfied that the content of courses is appropriate 
for a student teacher to be able to meet the requirements of the Standard for Provisional Registration 
(SPR). The SPR includes, among other things, a requirement to demonstrate an awareness of 
barriers to learning, such as autism and dyslexia, and an ability to recognise when to seek further 
advice in relation to learners who have additional support needs. 

Teachers' career-long contractual requirement to undertake continuing professional development 
provides further opportunities for them to augment what they have learnt during initial teacher 
education. 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it seeks to encourage teachers to develop a greater understanding of (a) autism and (b) dyslexia 
through continuing professional development. 

 (S4W-16416) 

Alasdair Allan: Scottish Autism have received funding through the Scottish Strategy for Autism to 
enhance the Autism Toolbox. This will deliver an improved, online, national tool that will encourage 
good practice in schools to support children and young people with autism spectrum disorder. The 
enhanced toolbox will be introduced at the Scottish Learning Festival in September 2013. 



To help all teachers address the needs of pupils with dyslexia, the “Addressing Dyslexia” toolkit was 
launched at the Scottish Learning Festival in September 2012. This includes materials on effectively 
supporting children and young people, increased accessibility for teachers and information for 
education authorities on implementation of the toolkit. In addition, Education Scotland is undertaking a 
review of the Education for Learners with Dyslexia report (2008) to find out how far the 
recommendations from the original report have been implemented and what still needs to be done. 
Education Scotland will then compile a report, by the end of December 2013, for Scottish Ministers to 
consider. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason notification of the recent visit to China by the Minister for External Affairs 
and International Relations was not given to the European and External Relations Committee in 
advance. 

 (S4W-16250) 

Humza Yousaf: The protocol between the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government in 
relation to the handling of committee business states at paragraph 45 that Committee Liaison Officers 
and or other relevant Scottish Government officials have a general responsibility to ensure that 
committee clerks are kept updated with significant developments in Scottish Government policy within 
the committee's remit. This includes, for example, providing clerks with copies of relevant policy 
announcements, consultations and publications at the time that are made or issued. It also includes 
giving (where appropriate, or on request) reasonable advance notice of forthcoming events (making 
clear, where necessary, any restrictions on the extent to which this information can be made public or 
shared with committee members). 

In this particular instance, advance notice of my visit to China was given by way on an embargoed 
news release shared with committee clerks on Friday 21 June 2013. 

As per paragraph 9.17 of the Ministerial Code, the Scottish Government publishes an annual list of 
all travel overseas by all ministers by means of an answer to a parliamentary question. Details are 
also published on the Scottish Government website. 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which minister was scheduled to make a visit to China in week commencing 23 June 
2013, whether another minister undertook the visit instead and, if so, for what reason. 

 (S4W-16251) 

Fiona Hyslop: The only minister confirmed to visit China and Hong Kong in June 2013 was the 
Minister for External Affairs and International Development. This was announced by the Scottish 
Government press release on Sunday 23 June 2013. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-16220 
S4W-16221 
S4W-16222 

 


