
Tuesday 30 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many bulls were used in 2012-13 and have been used in 2013-14 in each of the crofting counties 
under the crofting bull hire scheme. 

Holding answer issued: 25 July 2013 (S4W-16160) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Figures requested are as follows: 

Crofting Cattle Improvement Scheme Bulls Hired Out in season 2012-13, Breakdown of areas: 

Caithness 0 

Orkney 0 

Shetland 3 

East Highlands:-  

S Sutherland 4 

E Ross 3 

E Inverness 2 

West Highlands:-  

N Sutherland 2 

W Ross 6 

W Inverness 3 

Skye 26 

South West Highlands:-  

S Inverness 1 

Argyll 2 

Tiree 5 

Western Isles:-  

Lewis 7 

Harris 2 

N Uist 18 

S Uist  9 

Barra 10 

Total 103 

 

Crofting Cattle Improvement Scheme Bulls Hired Out in season 2013-14, Breakdown of areas: 

Caithness 0 

Orkney 0 

Shetland 2 

East Highlands:-  

S Sutherland 5 

E Ross 3 

E Inverness 2 

West Highlands:-  

N Sutherland 2 

W Ross 6 

W Inverness 3 

Skye 20 

South West Highlands:-  

S Inverness 1 

Argyll 2 

Tiree 5 

Western Isles:-  

Lewis 7 

Harris 3 



N Uist 17 

S Uist 10 

Barra 10 

Total 98 

 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
meetings the (a) Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment and (b) Minister for 
Environment and Climate Change has had with (i) his officials, (ii) the First Minister and his officials, 
(iii) the Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities and her officials, (iv) the Minister for 
Transport and Veterans and his officials, (v) the Minister for Housing and Welfare and her officials, (vi) 
the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth and his officials, (vii) the 
Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism and his officials, (viii) the Minister for Local Government 
and Planning and his officials and (ix) the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment and 
his officials since 26 March 2013 regarding Low Carbon Scotland: Meeting our Emissions Reduction 
Targets 2013-2027 - The Second Report on Proposals and Policies and what was discussed. 

Holding answer issued: 26 July 2013 (S4W-16170) 

Paul Wheelhouse: In terms of meetings since 26 March 2013, the Minister for Environment and 
Climate Change met with officials on 26 March, 23 May, 4, 12 and 27 June 2013 and held a 
teleconference on 15 April 2013 to discuss the development and publication of Low Carbon Scotland: 
Meeting our Emissions Reduction Targets 2013-2027 - The Second Report on Proposals and Policies 
(RPP2). 

On 12 June 2013 the Minister for Environment and Climate Change met with the Cabinet Secretary 
for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth to discuss RPP2. 

On 18 June 2013, the First Minister, Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities, 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment 
and Sustainable Growth, Cabinet Secretary for Justice, Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing, 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning, Minister for Parliamentary Business, Minister 
for Youth Employment and the Minister for External Affairs and International Development, discussed 
RPP2 and agreed to allocate further low carbon investment in the 2014-15 budget. 

In addition, the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment and the Minister for 
Environment and Climate Change met with senior officials on a fortnightly basis at which progress on 
a range of portfolio issues including the RPP was reviewed. This complemented the work between 
officials in the RPP2 project team and counterparts within key portfolios on portfolio aspects of RPP2, 
and stakeholder consultation. 

Furthermore, the Minister for Environment and Climate Change discussed RPP2 related issues 
regarding wood fuel for biomass, tree planting rates and use of timber in construction with the Minister 
for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism on 23 May 2013. 

The Minister for Environment and Climate Change also discussed RPP2 on several occasions with 
fellow ministers at weekly Ministerial meetings and has had informal discussions with colleagues on a 
number of occasions. 

RPP2 was regularly discussed at fortnightly meetings between the Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Parliamentary Liaison 
Officer and Special Adviser. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it intends to make future editions of its Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin national statistics 
compliant and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-16197) 

John Swinney: The Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin provides additional topical analysis of data 
already published. It is produced by analysts in the Scottish Government to high professional 
standards and is subject to a rigorous quality assurance process. 



 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of which (a) principles and (b) protocols of the UK Statistics Authority's Code 
of Practice its Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin does not meet. 

 (S4W-16198) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16197 on 30 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of whether the contents of its Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin are compliant 
with the UK Statistics Authority's Code of Practice and whether the bulletin therefore meets the 
standard of national statistics and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-16199) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16197 on 30 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will "publish a timetable of statistical releases for twelve months ahead" for its Oil and Gas 
Analytical Bulletin in line with Protocol 2 of the UK Statistics Authority's Code of Practice and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-16201) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16197 on 30 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an estimate of the number of wildcats living outside captivity. 

Holding answer issued: 29 July 2013 (S4W-16205) 

Paul Wheelhouse: There is currently no reliable basis from which to produce an estimate of the 
number of wildcats in the wild in Scotland. A number of estimates have been put forward, however 
none of these are considered to be reliable. 

As part of a conservation action plan for the Scottish wildcat which is being coordinated by Scottish 
Natural Heritage and which is due to be published shortly, further work will be on-going to determine 
priority geographical areas for wildcat conservation. This will involve efforts to obtain an estimate of 
the numbers of wildcats in these areas. However, obtaining reliable population estimates for wildcats 
is very challenging; because they occur at low densities, are cryptic and largely nocturnal and because 
of the potential for confusion with domestic cats and hybrids. Hence the survey methods required for 
verifiable estimates are resource and time intensive. 

While establishing wildcat numbers is clearly important for establishing local population viability, it 
would require significant dedicated resources to produce a national population estimate with any 
confidence. In conservation terms, this is currently considered a lower priority than putting 
conservation actions in place and monitoring populations in priority areas. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what programmes are 
in place to ensure the survival of wildcats outside captivity. 
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Holding answer issued: 29 July 2013 (S4W-16206) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Cairngorms Wildcat project ran from 2009 to 2012. Scottish Natural 
Heritage, Cairngorms National Park Authority and Forestry Commission Scotland were partners in the 
Cairngorms Wildcat Project, along with the Royal Zoological Society for Scotland and the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association. 

The project was a trial of practical conservation actions in an area considered to be a stronghold of 
the Scottish wildcat. The project aimed to tackle the threats facing Scottish wildcats by: 

Working with land managers to ensure that predator control was wildcat-friendly, supporting the 
work of cat welfare organisations which neuter feral cats around towns, villages and farms, and 
encouraging responsible domestic cat ownership (i.e. increased neutering and vaccination) in the 
Cairngorms National Park, monitoring the wildcat population and the extent of both hybridisation and 
disease with the input of land managers and the public and raising awareness of the plight of the 
Scottish wildcat.  

A conservation action plan, which has been co-ordinated by Scottish Natural Heritage and is due to 
be published shortly, will build on the work carried out on the Scottish Cairngorms Wildcat project and 
will contain a detailed programme of work to help conserve the Scottish wildcat. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
establish protected areas where feral cats can be neutered to avoid cross-breeding with wildcats. 

Holding answer issued: 29 July 2013 (S4W-16207) 

Paul Wheelhouse: There are no plans to put in place formal protected areas for Scottish wildcats. 
Although wildcats are a European Protected Species, they are listed on Annex IV of the Habitats 
Directive rather than Annex II, for which protected areas can be designated. Also, wildcats are wide 
ranging species and hence their protection does not lend itself to a designated site approach. 

However, the conservation action plan for Scottish wildcats being coordinated by Scottish Natural 
Heritage, to be published shortly, will seek to target in situ conservation measures to priority 
geographic areas for wildcats. The measures will include approaches to the management of wild-living 
domestic cats and hybrids and promoting responsible ownership of domestic cats in these areas. The 
wider programme of actions will seek to work with land managers and the wider community in these 
areas. 

Over the coming year further survey work will be on-going to establish the best areas within which to 
focus conservation efforts and their geographic extent. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will establish 
a national conservation scheme for the preservation of wildcats and, if so, how much this will cost. 

Holding answer issued: 29 July 2013 (S4W-16208) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Natural Heritage has been coordinating a comprehensive national 
conservation action plan for Scottish wildcats during the last nine months. This has sought to obtain 
agreement from a wide range of partners and is due to be published shortly. The conservation action 
plan will include both in situ and ex situ conservation actions. Full costs for all aspects of the action 
plan will need to be produced during the project development phase with a view to getting actions in 
place by the autumn of 2014. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress it is making toward meeting its commitment to plant 100 million trees by 2015. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 July 2013 (S4W-16210) 

Paul Wheelhouse: In 2010, Scottish Ministers pledged to plant 100 million trees by 2015 as part of 
the Climate Group's States and Regions Alliance Billion Trees initiative. This Scottish figure of 100 



million trees was based on achieving 50,000 hectares of woodland creation over that period at an 
average stocking of 2,000 trees per hectare. On this basis, planting over the past three years equates 
to new planting of nearly 42 million trees, achieving 42% of the “pledge” to date. This figure does not 
by definition include additional planting associated with restocking. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many trees have been planted in the national forest estate since May 2011. 

Holding answer issued: 29 July 2013 (S4W-16211) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The number of trees planted on the national forest estate since May 2011 is 
23,000,000 which include both new planting and restocking. This figure is based at an average 
stocking density of 2,000 trees per hectare. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it holds on the number of trees planted on non-national forest estate land since May 
2011. 

Holding answer issued: 29 July 2013 (S4W-16212) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The number of trees planted on non-national forest estate land since May 2011 
is 32,400,000 which include both new planting and restocking. This figure is based at an average 
stocking density of 2,000 trees per hectare. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the change in government consumption would be in each of the first 20 years 
following a 3% reduction in corporation tax, as shown in the simulation used in its report, The Impact 
of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy. 

 (S4W-16252) 

John Swinney: The report referred to in the question provides a comprehensive analysis of the 
economic impact of reducing corporation tax and outlines the impacts on key economic variables, 
such as output, employment, investment and government consumption. 

As outlined in the report, the increase in both output and employment estimated to be generated by 
the policy expands the tax base over the long term, leading to an increase in government 
consumption. Such increases may translate into greater output in sectors such as public 
administration and education (by 0.4%), higher education institutions (by 0.5%) and other services (by 
0.7%), i.e. those in the public sector or those closely linked to it. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government from which year data is derived to show the impact on foreign direct investment of a 
reduction in corporation tax in the simulation model used in its report, The Impact of a Reduction in 
Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy. 

 (S4W-16253) 

John Swinney: The change in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in response to the policy is informed 
by robust estimates contained in a range of academic studies and empirical evidence. Appendix B of 
the report referred to in the question provides further detail. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has updated the simulation model used in its report, The Impact of a Reduction 
in Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy, to reflect changes in the industries and sectors likely to 
be responsible for foreign direct investment since the model was first developed. 

 (S4W-16254) 



John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16253 on 30 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4F-01498 by Alex Salmond on 27 June 2013 (Official 
Report, col. 21751), in which years after implementation would a 3% reduction in corporation tax 
“increase total tax revenues”. 

 (S4W-16255) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15478 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what sensitivity analysis it conducted on the figure of 0.1% growth in government 
consumption over the first 20 years following a 3% reduction in corporation tax, as shown in table 1 on 
page 12 of its report, The Impact of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy. 

 (S4W-16256) 

John Swinney: The modelling work was implemented with the use of a robust framework of the 
Scottish economy. The results are based on actual data and parameters informed by empirical 
evidence. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the figure of 0.1% growth in government consumption over the first 20 years 
following a 3% reduction in corporation tax, as shown in Table 1 on page 12 of its report, The Impact 
of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy, is affected by updating the model to 
include the current corporation tax rate of 23%, rather than the 2006-07 rate of 30%. 

 (S4W-16257) 

John Swinney: The modelling in the report, The Impact of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the 
Scottish Economy, assesses the impact of a policy equivalent to a reduction in the main rate of 
corporation tax from 23 per cent to 20 per cent. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it plans to privatise national parks.  

 (S4W-16260) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scotland's National Parks are two of our greatest national assets. The Scottish 
Government has been providing substantial capital to improve the visitor experience in these special 
places and has no plans to privatise them. The Scottish Government fully supports the national parks 
continuing to explore opportunities for further investment in visitor infrastructure in support of the 
tourism industry and working closely with private, public and voluntary sector organisations to deliver a 
range of benefits for conservation, communities and visitors. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding it has provided to national parks since 2007, broken down by year. 

 (S4W-16261) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16045 on 22 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
funding plans are for future allocations to national parks.  

 (S4W-16262) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Funding allocations to national Parks were set out in the Scottish Spending 
Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13 document, which presented Scotland’s spending plans for 
2012-13 to 2014-15. This is available on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/358356/0121130.pdf. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will allocate new funding to social banking initiatives. 

 (S4W-16400) 

John Swinney: Sustainable, responsible banking: A strategy for Scotland, published in May 2013, 
recognises the social importance of sustainable banking and the benefits of promoting different 
banking models as part of a more diverse sector in Scotland. The strategy also commits the Scottish 
Government to examining options for community banking in Scotland, which could take a number of 
forms. 

The Scottish Government will consider how best to support any viable social banking initiatives as 
these arise. For example, we have, in partnership with Big Scotland, supported some research into the 
potential demand for a Scottish Community Banking Trust, and have contributed £100,000 towards 
the establishment of the Grameen Bank in Scotland. 

Governance and Communities 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
planning applications were notified because (a) they were significantly contrary to a "playing field" 
designation in a local plan or (b) a development would result in the loss of an "outdoor sports facility" 
to which sportscotland objected or recommended conditions that the planning authority does not 
intend to attach to the planning permission; and how many of such applications were subsequently 
called in, in each year since 2005. 

 (S4W-16213) 

Derek Mackay: Information is not held in the detail sought. The Scottish Government only holds 
information on the number of applications notified because of objections from sportscotland. 

In the period since the beginning of 2005, six planning applications have been notified to Scottish 
Ministers because of an objection by sportscotland. These were all cleared back to the relevant local 
authorities for their determination. None of the applications were called-in. 

The number of cases in each year is set out in the following table: 

YEAR NUMBER OUTCOME 

2005 1 cleared 

2006 1 cleared 

2007 0 - 

2008 0 - 

2009 3  all cleared 

2010 1 cleared 

2011 0 - 

2012 0 - 

2013 0 - 
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Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will make a decision regarding the application by Grundon Waste Management to 
build an industrial incinerator in Perth, now that it has received recommendations from its reporter. 

 (S4W-16231) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Ministers are currently considering the proposal. It is their intention to 
handle the case within the performance targets set of issuing their decision within two months of 
receiving the Reporter’s report, in 80% of cases, and within three months in 100% of cases. The 
Reporter’s report was received on 25 June 2013. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which local authorities have received funding from the £300,000 announced to 
help deal with the increase in wind farm planning applications, broken down by amount. 

 (S4W-16443) 

Derek Mackay: 17 bids were received covering, individually or in groups, 16 planning authorities. 
The fund was increased from £300,000 to £725,000 in support of all the bids.The receiving authorities 
and funding amounts are tabulated on the Scottish Government’s website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-
Policy/themes/renewables/windresources. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) prisoner-on-

prisoner and (b) prisoner-on-staff assaults have been recorded at HMP Addiewell in each year since it 

opened. 

(S4W-04825) 

The following answer was corrected on 30 July 2013 

 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 

respond. His response is as follows: The following table shows the number of assaults in HMP 

Addiewell since it opened in December 2008. 

The prisoner on prisoner assaults figures for 2008-09 cannot be directly compared to the figures for 

2009-10 onwards as they were calculated differently at that time and do not include assaults as a 

result of fights between two or more people, which can result in multiple assaults: 

 Prisoner on 

Prisoner Assaults 
Prisoner on Staff 

Assaults 

2008-09  26 14 

2009-10  284 46 

2010-11 253 36 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) prisoner-on-

prisoner and (b) prisoner-on-staff assaults have been reported in each prison in each of the last five 

years. 

(S4W-04828) 

The following answer was corrected on 30 July 2013 

 
Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 

respond. His response is as follows: 

The table below illustrates the total number of prisoner on prisoner assaults and prisoner on staff 

assaults broken down by establishment for the last five years. Serious, minor and non injury assaults 

are included. The difference in the number of assaults is in part linked to differences in the prisoner 

population housed in each prison. The prisoner on prisoner assaults figures for 2007-08 and 2008-09 
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cannot be directly compared to the figures for 2009-10 onwards as they were calculated differently at 

that time and do not include assaults as a result of fights between two or more people, which can 

result in multiple assaults.  

 

 

(a) Prisoner-on-prisoner assaults: 

 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Aberdeen 26 46 113 110 126 

Addiewell*  26 284 253 159 

Barlinnie 67 64 309 228 201 

Cornton Vale 41 48 156 183 182 

Dumfries 26 24 41 63 66 

Edinburgh 67 90 296 259 252 

Glenochil  28 30 80 120 109 

Greenock 26 37 55 51 49 

Inverness 18 17 50 56 47 

Kilmarnock 58 61 162 184 258 

Low Moss** 1     

Open Estate 1 2 1 2 2 

Perth 64 67 145 174 173 

Peterhead 13 14 29 25 10 

Polmont 137 153 572 547 734 

Shotts 10 15 66 49 74 

Totals 583 694 2359 2304 2442 

 

(b) Prisoner-on-staff assaults: 

 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Aberdeen 2 7 8 7 2 

Addiewell*  14 46 36 14 

Barlinnie 19 27 17 17 23 

Cornton Vale 22 47 46 51 50 

Dumfries 3 3 1 1 4 

Edinburgh 13 9 11 17 13 

Glenochil  9 3 3 0 3 

Greenock 1 0 4 4 5 

Inverness 3 1 0 3 0 

Kilmarnock 16 12 9 12 22 

Low Moss** 0     

Open Estate 0 0 0 1 0 

Perth 14 11 12 5 5 

Peterhead 1 2 1 7 2 

Polmont 8 7 16 11 21 

Shotts 3 10 6 1 5 

Totals 114 153 180 173 169 

*HMP Addiewell opened December 2008 

**HMP LowMoss closed in March 2007 and re-opened in March 2012 

 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the standard scale for fines in summary cases was last 
increased and whether it plans to increase this. 

 (S4W-16215) 

Kenny MacAskill: A summary only offence is an offence that can only be prosecuted in a summary 
court. The standard scale is the scale used to set maximum fine levels for summary only offences. 
The current standard scale is as follows: 



 
Level 1: £200 
Level 2: £500 
Level 3: £1,000 
Level 4: £2,500 
Level 5: £5,000 

 
These levels were set in 1992 when section 17 of the Criminal Justice Act 1991 was brought into 

force. A triable either way offence is an offence that can be prosecuted in either a summary court or a 
solemn court. All common law offences such as breach of the peace and assault are triable either way 
offences. When prosecuted in a summary court, the maximum fine level for triable either way offences 
was increased in 2007. This maximum fine is called the statutory maximum and it was increased from 
£5,000 to £10,000 by virtue of section 47 of the Criminal Proceedings etc. (Reform) (Scotland) Act 
2007. 

While the Scottish Government keeps the level of the standard scale under review, we have not had 
any representations to change the levels of the standard scale and have no plans to change the levels 
at the present time. 

Transport Scotland 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will make an announcement on whether the Babcock Marine Rosyth Limited application for the 
proposed Rosyth international container terminal has obtained approval. 

 (S4W-16464) 

Keith Brown: I indicated my intention to make The Rosyth International Container Terminal 
(Harbour Revision) Order in a letter to the applicant on 18 June 2013. The draft Order was laid before 
Parliament on 20 June 2013. The order cannot be made unless Parliament approves the draft and this 
is not expected to be considered until after the summer recess. No announcement will be made until 
after Parliament’s decision. 

 


