
Tuesday 23 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the timetable will be for determining whether it will introduce legislation to introduce a tenant 
farmers’ right to buy. 

 (S4W-16098) 

Richard Lochhead: We will make an announcement, after the summer break, indicating how we 
will carry out a review of the agricultural holdings legislation. Right to buy for tenant farmers will be 
considered as part of that review. The outputs from that review will, therefore, determine what level of 
legislative changes will be required to be introduced. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to encourage farming owner-occupiers to increase the availability of farms for rent, in light 
of its forthcoming review of agricultural holdings legislation including consideration of the 
appropriateness of legislating for a tenant farmers' right to buy. 

 (S4W-16099) 

Richard Lochhead: As part of a review of the agricultural holdings legislation, the land reform 
review and the work of the new entrants panel, we will continue to work closely with all parts of the 
industry in the coming weeks and months to consider how best to encourage landowners, including 
those that are owner-occupiers, to increase the amount of farm land that will be available to tenant 
farmers. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many new entrants to farming it envisages following notification that its forthcoming review of 
agricultural holdings legislation will include consideration of the appropriateness of legislating for a 
tenant farmers’ right to buy. 

 (S4W-16100) 

Richard Lochhead: A range of issues affect the ability of new entrants to gain access to a farm, not 
just the availability of farm land. For example, access to capital, availability of financial support, 
suitable experience and the provision of equipment all have to be taken into account as well. 

We are working with the new entrants panel and other new entrant groups to work towards finding 
solutions that provide the necessary opportunities to enable our future farming potential to be realised. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what arrangements it is making to ensure the maximum take-up of funds available through the 
Crofting Counties Agricultural Grant Scheme in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-16102) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants Scheme is a demand-led scheme 
reliant on a number of factors. The Scottish Government will continue to encourage crofters to apply 
for Crofting Counties Agricultural Grant Scheme assistance and we will make an announcement 
regarding transitional arrangements in due course. 

Health and Social Care 

 Ruth Davidson (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many local authorities it has contacted on the disposal of the remains of deceased 
children by crematoria (a) without their parents being informed and (b) where remains were recovered 
but parents were initially told that there would be no remains following cremation. 



 

Holding answer issued: 23 July 2013 (S4W-16013) 

Michael Matheson: To date the Government has been in direct contact with three local authorities 
in relation to this issue since the second half of 2012: City of Edinburgh Council, Aberdeen City 
Council and Glasgow City Council. Ministers and officials have been in touch with these Local 
Authorities on a number of occasions to discuss a range of issues relating to the cremation of infants 
and the Local Authority responses to parents’ concerns. 

The Scottish Government has also established the Infant Cremation Commission, chaired by the Rt 
Hon Lord Bonomy. The Commission’s webpages state: 

We are currently gathering and examining legislation, guidance and practice from across Scotland 
and across all the main organisations working in this area. This includes contacting all Cremation 
Authorities in Scotland for information on the local policies and practices in place in every one of the 
27 crematoria. 

 

Ruth Davidson (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what response it received from each local authority on the disposal of the remains of 
deceased children by crematoria (a) without their parents being informed and (b) where remains were 
recovered but parents were initially told that there would be no remains following cremation. 

 

Holding answer issued: 23 July 2013 (S4W-16014) 

Michael Matheson: As per question S4W-16013 on 23 July 2013 the Government has been in 
contact with three local authorities on a number of occasions and has discussed a range issues, 
including the steps being taken by each local authority to address the concerns of parents. A number 
of different responses have been received from local authorities. 

As per question S4W-16013 in the course of its work the Infant Cremation Commission has made 
contact with all cremation authorities in Scotland in order to gather information on the local policies 
and practices in place. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Transport Scotland 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to carry out a full review of the national concessionary travel scheme before the end 
of the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-16131) 

Keith Brown: We have no current plans to carry out a full review of the national concessionary 
travel scheme.  

In January 2013 we reached agreement with the bus industry safeguarding concessionary travel for 
older and disabled people for the next two years. The agreement set the rates and budgets for 
reimbursing operators until March 2015. We will hold further discussions with the industry, in due 
course, on reimbursement arrangements for April 2015 onwards. 

Transport Scotland has recently published independent research on card holder views on the 
scheme and its administration. Findings from the first year of the two year survey are very positive. 
The research will contribute to our continuing consideration of improvements to administration of the 
scheme. The report can be found at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j276390-
00.htm. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j276390-00.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j276390-00.htm


Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its response is to the findings in the report, Concessionary Travel: Customer Feedback Research – 
Year One Report. 

 (S4W-16132) 

Keith Brown: Free bus travel is delivering one of the Scottish Government’s key commitments, one 
we believe brings important benefits for all our eligible older and disabled people. 

This independent research gathered the views of card holders on the scheme and its administration. 
It is clear from the findings there is a high level of support for the scheme and that it is valued by those 
who use it. 

We will use this research to find out how we can continually improve the scheme to ensure it makes 
a difference to people’s lives, particularly those who find the application process difficult for one 
reason or another. 

To that end, Transport Scotland will work in partnership with local authorities and advocacy groups 
representing cardholders to develop guidance materials in more accessible formats and to ensure that 
customer services staff are well equipped to support both potential and existing scheme users. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it would, in an 
independent Scotland, consider ringfencing a proportion of taxes raised through vehicle excise duty, 
petrol and diesel for new roads and road maintenance. 

 (S4W-16217) 

Keith Brown: In the event of a vote for independence in September 2014, decisions on post-
independence budgets would be for future Parliaments to take. 

You may be interested to know that since 2007 the Scottish Government has invested over £2.6 
billion to maintain and improve our trunk road network, and that statutory responsibility for local road 
improvements, maintenance and repair lies with local authorities. In 2013-14 as part of the Local 
Government Finance Settlement the Scottish Government has provided local authorities with over 
£10.3 billion for roads. 

 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will consider introducing a requirement for quiet hybrid and electric cars to 
carry safety devices to protect guide dog users and pedestrians. 

 (S4W-16223) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Ministers are committed to safer road travel and aim to further reduce the 
number of fatalities and injuries on all of Scotland’s roads in partnership with key road safety partners 
throughout Scotland. The power to introduce a requirement for quiet hybrid and electric cars to carry 
safety devices to protect guide dog users and pedestrians is currently reserved to the UK. However, 
the issue is currently under consideration at a European Commission level and Scottish Ministers are 
in communication with the UK Government regarding these discussions. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the future rail infrastructure needed to meet the 
projected 27% population increase in Perthshire and Kinross-shire between 2008 and 2033. 

 (S4W-16229) 

Keith Brown: In 2008, the Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) set out the Scottish 
Government’s 29 transport investment priorities over the period to 2032 and considered proposals for 
these areas, including new rail lines from Inverkeithing to Halbeath and between Perth and 
Inverkeithing. 

The STPR was the first nationwide, multi-modal, objective led and evidence based review of the 
existing performance and future requirements of Scotland’s national transport networks and a wide 
range of options were appraised using the Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance in reaching the 



recommended schemes. The appraisal criteria covered environmental, safety, social and policy issues 
(including population forecasts) as well as economic performance. 

In addition, as part of the STPR process, a set of characteristics were developed that defined the 
primary function of the national strategic transport corridors. These included links to/from areas of 
projected population change. This process was also informed by land use forecasts supplied by the 
local authorities. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reasons it did not take forward the proposal to construct a railway line 
between Inverkeithing and Halbeath as one of the 29 transport projects and programmes identified in 
the Strategic Transport Projects Review Final Report, published in 2009. 

 (S4W-16230) 

Keith Brown: Despite the Scottish Government’s capital budget being cut by 26% in real terms 
since 2010-11, we remain committed to delivering the Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) 
recommendations. 

The Scottish Ministers have prioritised a number of projects for delivery. These include the 
Queensferry Crossing, the Edinburgh to Glasgow Rail Improvements Programme, the Highland Main 
Line, rail improvements from Aberdeen to Inverness and the dualling of the A9 between Perth and 
Inverness. 

Given that the STPR covers a 20 year period, the pace at which the other STPR projects will be 
delivered, including a railway line between Inverkeithing and Halbeath will be determined by the 
availability of resources in future spending reviews, taking account of the benefits they offer and the 
contribution they make to this Government’s objectives. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether Network 
Rail is required to comply with access legislation at railway crossings. 

 (S4W-16241) 

Keith Brown: Network Rail is required to comply with all applicable legislation, including access, at 
railway crossings. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the public having rights of access to railway crossings with automatic barriers that have been 
identified as rights of way. 

 (S4W-16242) 

Keith Brown: Access to Railway Crossings is a matter for the Infrastructure Manager, which 
includes Network Rail, Port Authorities, Heritage Railway Companies, etc., that own and operates 
them, and the Office of Rail Regulation. 

The public have rights of access to all public level crossings; however access to private user-worked 
crossings is restricted to the authorised users only. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reasons information provided by Western Ferries and potential ferry 
operators who were contacted during the investigation stage of the feasibility study by MVA 
Consultancy on the Dunoon-Gourock town-centre ferry service was not included in the report of the 
study. 

 (S4W-16311) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16386 on 23 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 



http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether Transport Scotland officials requested that MVA Consultancy not 
include information provided by Western Ferries and potential ferry operators who were contacted 
during the investigation stage of the feasibility study by MVA Consultancy on the Dunoon-Gourock 
town-centre ferry service in the report of the study. 

 (S4W-16386) 

Keith Brown: The terms of reference for the study required the consultants to gather data from 
potential operators. This information was used to inform the analysis and findings as set out in the final 
report. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its response is to the recommendation in the report of the feasibility 
study by MVA Consultancy on the Dunoon-Gourock town-centre ferry service that Transport Scotland 
should contact potential ferry operators, in light of claims by some ferry operators that they already 
provided the relevant information during the investigation stage of the feasibility study. 

 (S4W-16387) 

Keith Brown: The study sets out a wide-ranging analysis, drawing on a variety of information and 
stakeholder views. The Deputy First Minister has requested that Transport Scotland engage with 
potential operators to gauge market interest in the route, in the light of the findings of the study. 
Relying solely on information provided to MVA Consultancy by operators during the investigation 
stage of the feasibility study would not therefore fulfil the Minister’s requirement. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-16013 
S4W-16014 
S4W-16018 
S4W-16033 
S4W-16040 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

