
Thursday 18 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will consider introducing further legislation to protect white-tailed eagles and their nests. 

Holding answer issued: 15 July 2013 (S4W-15766) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government does not believe that further legislation to protect 
white-tailed eagles, or any other bird of prey, and their nests is necessary and therefore, at this time, 
has no plans to introduce any further legislation in this respect. However on 1 July 2013 the Scottish 
Government announced a number of new measures aimed at tackling wildlife crime as set out in the 
answer to question S4W-15812 on 15 July 2013 and it would be inappropriate to prejudice or 
constrain the work of the proposed review of how wildlife crime is treated in the criminal justice 
system. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding its proposal to ask the European 
Commission to ease restrictions on the cultivation of genetically modified crops. 

 (S4W-16016) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the UK Government at both 
official and Ministerial level and discusses a wide range of GM issues. The UK Government is well 
aware of our distinct views on GM crop cultivation. 

Under the correct constitutional arrangement, in the event of any move by Scottish Government to 
invoke the safeguard clause, to allow temporary restriction or a ban on a GM crop, on the basis of new 
scientific evidence that it may harm human or animal health or the environment, the Scottish 
Government would have to persuade UK Government, on its behalf, to submit a safeguard action. 
With the UK Government’s apparently positive stance on GMOs, this may prove difficult. 

 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it can do to tackle crimes to wildlife and rare breeding animals. 

 (S4W-16158) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scotland has a robust legislative framework to deal with wildlife crime which 
includes the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 
1994, the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, the Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Act 2002 and 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. Species such as white-tailed sea eagles have additional protection in 
law so that their nest sites are protected at all times, even when not in use. 

The Scottish Government has continued to develop the legislative framework since 2007 including 
new legal requirements on snaring and trapping, new protection for species such as the brown hare 
and the introduction of new vicarious liability provisions to ensure that land owners and land managers 
are not able to turn a blind eye to offences against wild birds being committed on their ground by 
employees or contractors. 

Scotland is home to the National Wildlife Crime Unit, which gathers and collates intelligence on 
wildlife crime. Scotland has a network of 109 wildlife crime officers within Police Scotland and has a 
dedicated team of prosecutors within the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. 

The Scottish Government has built a broad alliance involving land managers, conservationists and 
law enforcement working together in the Partnership for Action Against Wildlife Crime (PAW 
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Scotland). PAW Scotland aims to build trust, share good practice and isolate those who continue to 
damage Scotland’s wildlife. 

On 1 July the Scottish Government announced a further package of targeted measures aimed at 
deterring and detecting wildlife crime. The detail of the measures is set out at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/paw-scotland/news/2013/raptor-
persecution-new-measures. 

Health and Social Care 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Lockerbie air disaster. 

 (S4W-16039) 

Michael Matheson: Previous anniversaries of the Lockerbie air disaster have been commemorated 
in a manner decided by the wishes of the bereaved families. With the 25th anniversary approaching 
later this year, the Scottish Government will be guided by the wishes of the bereaved families in terms 
of how such a terrible tragedy should be commemorated appropriately. 

Learning and Justice 

 Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it asked the Scottish Funding Council to consider the implications of the 
reclassification of colleges by the Office for National Statistics. 

Holding answer issued: 17 July 2013 (S4W-15830) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government wrote to the college sector and the Scottish Funding 
Council at the point it became aware of ONS’ decision in 2010, alerting them to the potential 
implications at that time. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the Scottish Funding Council provided information to the college sector 
regarding the implications of the reclassification of colleges by the Office for National Statistics. 

Holding answer issued: 17 July 2013 (S4W-15831) 

Michael Russell: Following ONS’ decision on the reclassification of colleges in 2010, there followed 
a period of extensive negotiation with HM Treasury on the basis for the decision, the timing of 
implementation and the scope for mitigating its implications in Scotland. 

Once it became apparent that HM Treasury would offer no flexibility or mitigation, on 13 May 2013, 
Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning, and John Swinney, Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth, along with representatives of the 
Scottish Funding Council (SFC), met with college Chairs, Principals and Regional Leads to discuss 
the impact of the decision. 

Since then a project team, led by SFC staff and supported by SG officials and external experts 
including college representatives, has been established and has held a number of constructive 
meetings with the college sector. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the Student Awards Agency For Scotland.  

 (S4W-15867) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government announced an additional investment of £2m in the 
Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) in May 2013. 

SAAS opened for applications for the 2013-14 academic session in April 2013 and improvements 
include: 

Increased opening hours and capacity of the SAAS student helpline; 
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Increased processing capacity; 

A new website, developed with the input of student representatives, to make information more 
readily available; 

New videos to help guide student through the application process. 

SAAS are now looking at how to improve its on-line and digital services in the longer term in order to 
give students an even better and quicker service. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
academic posts in dentistry are vacant, broken down by institution. 

 (S4W-16112) 

Michael Russell: This information is not held centrally. The individual Scottish medical schools will 
have access to this information if contacted directly. A list of the UK’s medical schools can be found on 
the Medical Schools Council’s website at: 

http://www.medschools.ac.uk/Students/UKMedicalSchools/MedicalSchoolsbyRegion/Pages/Scotlan
d.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
sessions academics in dentistry at the University of Dundee undertake at the University of Aberdeen 
Dental School; whether this has increased since the facility opened, and, if so, by how much. 

 (S4W-16113) 

Michael Russell: As autonomous institutions, universities are responsible for setting their own 
course provision and managing their own staff levels. This is therefore not a matter for Scottish 
Ministers. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
the director of the University of Aberdeen Dental School recently ceased to be employed there. 

 (S4W-16117) 

Michael Russell: Universities are autonomous institutions with responsibility for managing their own 
staff. This is therefore not a matter for Scottish Ministers. 

Transport Scotland 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will complete a new project execution plan for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route project. 

 (S4W-16035) 

Keith Brown: The project execution plan is complete. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
expects the unit charges will be for the non-profit distribution contract for the Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route project. 

 (S4W-16036) 

Keith Brown: Whilst the competitive dialogue for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route Balmedie 
to Tipperty scheme is underway, this information is commercially sensitive. 

The current estimate is affordable within the scope of Scottish Government spending plans. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will update the Parliament on progress on securing the funding package for the Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route project. 
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 (S4W-16037) 

Keith Brown: A full update will be provided at the conclusion of the financial close of the project 
which is planned for Autumn 2014. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to Audit Scotland’s statement in its report, Scotland’s key transport infrastructure projects, 
that “There are significant risks to Transport Scotland in securing the procurement of the M8 bundle 
and AWPR/B-T projects using NPD finance at an affordable price. 

 (S4W-16038) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is confident that both projects will be delivered within 
affordability limits. The current estimates and mitigation measures take account of known risks. 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many times, and on what dates, it has received correspondence from Aberdeen City Council 
regarding the timescale of the works at the Haudagain roundabout since May 2012. 

 (S4W-16069) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has received no correspondence from Aberdeen City 
Council in relation to the timescales of the works at Haudagain Roundabout since May 2012. 

Meetings between Transport Scotland, Aberdeen City Council and Nestrans have taken place on 5 
April 2013 and 28 June 2013 to discuss the proposed improvement scheme at Haudagain. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it estimates the Edinburgh tram project will save each year in carbon emission reductions, also 
broken down by cost-per-kilogram of carbon dioxide saved. 

 (S4W-16070) 

Keith Brown: The Edinburgh Tram remains a City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) project. The 
Edinburgh Tram Network STAG 2 Appraisal of December 2006 prepared by CEC predicts an increase 
of 2.6% in CO2 emissions. This information has not been updated since 2008. 

The assumptions in the STAG were based upon significant development going ahead as a result of 
the trams with additional traffic, private cars and freight which would result in more CO2 emissions 
globally. It is also based on an assessment of the line from Airport to Newhaven and not the current 
truncated line from the Airport to York Place. It also assumed that power generation did not come from 
renewable sources, but it did identify that localised CO2 emissions through the key sections, such as 
Shandwick Place, would be significantly reduced. 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which sections of the rail network continue to use Victorian-style signalling. 

 (S4W-16228) 

Keith Brown: This is a matter for Network Rail. The information requested is not held centrally. 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-15853 


