
Tuesday 9 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

 Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it provides to small and medium-sized enterprises seeking to win public procurement 
contracts. 

 (S4W-16043) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Government has taken a number of steps to assist small and medium sized 
companies bidding for public contracts. Examples are: 

Launched in October 2008, Public Contracts Scotland provides a free point of access for public 
sector contract opportunities. Registration is not necessary to browse opportunities, but once 
registered users can receive free e-mail alerts when opportunities relevant to their business area are 
published. Over 63,000 users are now registered on the system and over 5000 buyers in over 550 
contracting authorities are now placing their opportunities on the system. In addition main contractors 
on public sector contracts can advertise sub-contract opportunities, giving smaller firms the chance to 
bid for contracts further down the supply chain  

Issuing policy guidance, that public bodies should take steps to ensure that financial requirements 
(e.g. requirements relating to turnover and insurance levels), do not act as a barrier to participation by 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs); producing the supplier journey, a comprehensive online 
guide that: explains the process of awarding a public sector contracts, sets out what buyers expect 
suppliers to do at each stage in that process; gives practical information on how to find out about 
business opportunities, how to bid for business, and what to expect when delivering the contract; tells 
suppliers what support is available to help them win business, and what they can do if they are 
unsuccessful; simplifying the pre-qualification process by producing standard pre-qualification 
templates for use by public bodies and providing functionality that allows for suppliers to store and 
reuse their answers to standard questions; taking SME impact into account in collaborative 
procurement strategies e.g. splitting national requirements into specialist or geographical lots and 
supporting SME consortia wherever possible; promoting the involvement of SMEs in public 
procurement by issuing the six simple steps guidance to public bodies. 

 

Health and Social Care 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government , further to the 
answer to question S4W-15303 by Alex Neil on 12 June 2013, when guidance will be issued on the 
bed planning tool. 

 (S4W-15819) 

Alex Neil: On 8 May 2013, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing announced in Parliament 
the “development of a bed-management tool.” We envisage that the bed planning tool will help NHS 
boards to develop their local delivery plans, at least in part, for the financial year 2014-15 and fully 
from 2015-16 onwards. We expect guidance on the bed planning tool to be issued in 2014-15. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government , further to the 
answer to question S4W-15304 by Alex Neil on 12 June 2013, when consultation on the bed planning 
tool with clinical professionals will take place. 

 (S4W-15820) 

Alex Neil: On 8 May 2013, I announced in Parliament the “development of a bed-management tool.” 
We have started to engage with key stakeholders, including the Scottish Partnership Forum, the 
Unscheduled Care Expert Group and the Joint Strategic Commissioning National Steering Group. 
Further engagement will take place over the next few months. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/Selling/SupplierJourney
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/buyer-information/SMEs


Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government , further to the 
answer to question S4W-15305 by Alex Neil on 12 June 2013, who is heading the development of the 
bed planning tool. 

 (S4W-15821) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government’s Directorate for Health Workforce and Performance is leading 
on the development of the bed planning tool. The directorate will be working closely with a range of 
clinical professionals and national groups to develop the bed planning tool and its associated guidance 
during the initial development phase. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government , further to the 
answer to question S4W-15303 by Alex Neil on 12 June 2013, what guidance is available for NHS 
boards that are reducing bed numbers. 

 (S4W-15822) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards are responsible for the planning and delivery of local services and will be 
able to use the bed planning tool to support the development of their local delivery plans. 

These must be consistent with national policies, guidelines and frameworks, including the service 
redesign guidance “Informing, Engaging and Consulting People in Developing Health and Community 
Care Services”, guidance around “Reshaping Care for Older People”, “Local Delivery Planning 
Guidance”, the “Quality Strategy” and the “Route Map to the P2020 Vision for Health and Social Care”. 

Learning and Justice 

 Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government , in light of the announcement by the Minister for Learning, Sciences and 
Scotland's Languages on 18 June 2013, which schools have received musical instruments following 
the £1 million investment programme, broken down by local authority. 

 

 (S4W-15806) 

Alasdair Allan: The information requested is not available at a school level. 

The £1 million musical instrument fund is being distributed in two phases. 50% (£500,000) has 
already been distributed to local authorities on the basis of the formula used for the Government’s 
Youth Music Initiative. The remaining 50% is being distributed based on bids submitted by local 
authorities with criteria designed to ensure disadvantaged young people have increased opportunities 
to access a musical instrument. This funding is still in the process of allocation. 

 


