
Monday 1 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Learning and Justice 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether two student associations can continue to exist under the regionalisation of Aberdeen and 
Banff and Buchan colleges. 

Holding answer issued: 2 May 2013 (S4W-14327) 

Michael Russell: The provisions of the Education Act 1994 rightly do not allow for there to be 
separate student associations representing different college campuses because it would undermine 
effective and coherent student representation. 

However it is of course open to student associations, in devising their own structures and 
procedures, to put in place arrangements to ensure students at different campuses are fairly 
represented. 

We also amended the Post-16 Education (Scotland) Bill at stage 3 to provide that all colleges and 
universities, as part of the criteria they must meet to be eligible for public funding, must have suitable 
arrangements to seek to ensure the interests of students are represented by a students’ association. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consultations it has carried out on the existence of student associations under new regional colleges 
and with what outcomes. 

Holding answer issued: 2 May 2013 (S4W-14328) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has carried out two public consultations on all aspects 
of college reform and regionalisation which includes the existence of student associations in merged 
colleges. 

I lodged an amendment to the Post-16 Education (Scotland) Bill at stage 3 to provide that all 
colleges and universities, as part of the criteria they must meet to be eligible for public funding, must 
have suitable arrangements to seek to ensure the interests of students are represented by a students’ 
association. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its statement in paragraph 30 of the Scottish Government’s initial response to 
Expert Working Group on Welfare Report that final welfare proposals will not be published until 2014, 
whether this means that welfare policies will not be included in its white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-15756) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government will publish a detailed white paper with positive 
proposals that will illustrate the gains of independence in the autumn. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its statement in paragraph 30 of the Scottish Government’s Initial Response to 
Expert Working Group on Welfare Report that final welfare proposals will not be published until 2014, 
whether an indicative amount for increased welfare spending will be included in its white paper on 
independence, prior to receipt of the final report from the expert group. 

 (S4W-15757) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15756 on 1 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its statement in paragraph 30 of the Scottish Government’s Initial Response to 
Expert Working Group on Welfare Report that final welfare proposals will not be published until 2014, 
whether there are other areas of policy that will not be included in its white paper on independence 
and, if so, which. 

 (S4W-15758) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15756 on 1 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its white paper on independence will include indicative costings for policy options 
that it is promoting. 

 (S4W-15759) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15756 on 1 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

