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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13004 by Fergus Ewing on 5 March 2013, how it will assess the 
economic benefit of expenditure from the National Renewables Infrastructure Fund. 

 (S4W-13545) 

Fergus Ewing: Assessment of the economic benefit of the National Renewables Infrastructure Fund 
will follow standard Treasury Green Book guidance. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many wind turbines have imploded or caught fire as a result of a 
mechanical error during high winds since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 7 March 2013 (S4W-12986) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many wind turbines have experienced gearbox or brake failure as a result 
of high winds since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 7 March 2013 (S4W-12987) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will consider introducing new regulations to increase the safety of 
wind turbines in the event of failure during high winds. 

Holding answer issued: 7 March 2013 (S4W-12988) 

Fergus Ewing: Health and safety legislation is reserved to the UK Parliament. The Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the UK Department for Work 
and Pensions.  

In its report on Health and Safety in the New Energy Economy (December 2010), the HSE considers 
that the general provisions of the existing Health & Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 provides the basis of 
a fit for purpose regulatory framework for renewable energy generation across both onshore and 
offshore health & safety regimes. 

This framework will be kept under review. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress has been made by the forum that it established to promote cycling tourism and when its 
action plan will be published. 

Holding answer issued: 8 March 2013 (S4W-13018) 

Fergus Ewing: A scoping meeting for the establishment of a forum was held in April 2010 after 
stakeholders highlighted in Cycling Scotland’s Best Value Review that there was a need for greater 
coordination in cycle tourism. Cycling Scotland then went onto establish the forum with a number of 
partners. The forum was previously chaired by Cycling Scotland, but since September 2012 has been 
chaired by Cyclists’ Touring Club Scotland. 

A Memorandum of Understanding was developed and the four key areas of focus for the forum were 
set out as follows: 



Improve communication and collaboration between stakeholders and the industry with a shared 
vision to develop and promote cycle tourism in Scotland; 

Co-ordinate research activity to improve a shared understanding of the target markets; 
Co-ordinate marketing efforts to maximise opportunities to raise awareness and grow the value of 
cycle tourism; and develop the cycling product and encourage best practice by making the most of 
Scotland’s cycling assets and establishing Scotland as a must visit, must return cycling destination. 
 
Funding from Sustrans and Cycling Scotland was secured for a project manager to work two days a 

month to progress activity. Meetings of the forum have, on average, been held quarterly in locations in 
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Perth. 

VisitScotland has been engaged to specifically improve the product content in tourism information 
and campaign activity. The forum has commented on and contributed to the VisitScotland Active 
Guide (a national publication). The forum is also working closely with VisitScotland to develop the 
cycle route content on visitscotland.com. The forum is engaging with local authorities to invite them to 
input the routes in their areas on to this site. This is happening in a phased approach and has so far 
included liaising with Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Scottish Borders, East Lothian, Fife, Dundee, 
Angus, Perthshire and Highland Councils. The intention is that route information in guides and online 
will also be used in specific campaign activity both nationally and regionally. 

Initial research into the status of cycle tourism in Scotland was conducted by the forum, which 
identified gaps in knowledge. Further funding was secured from Sustrans for a piece of research into 
the economic value of cycle tourism by Transform Scotland. This report, which includes a number of 
recommendations, is due to be launched in April 2013. A workshop for the forum took place at the end 
of February 2013 to develop a Strategic Action Plan based on findings of the report. The Action Plan 
will be published shortly. 

The forum is also working closely with the Scottish Tourism Alliance (STA) as cycling is part of the 
Nature, Heritage and Activities asset working group. The forum has shared the research findings with 
the STA and is liaising with them on forming priority actions for this sector. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent advice has been given to public bodies regarding contaminated meat. 

Holding answer issued: 12 March 2013 (S4W-13062) 

Michael Matheson: The Food Standards Agency (FSA) issued advice on its website on the 10 
February 2013 to public institutions (schools, prisons, hospitals, and the armed forces) and the 
businesses who supply them, including caterers. This advice: 

Reminded public institutions, and the businesses who supply them, of their responsibility with 
respect to their own food contracts and procurement procedures; such establishments are expected to 
have rigorous procurement procedures in place, with reputable suppliers; 

Requested that should any public institution have any concerns regarding the authenticity of their 
products, they should seek assurance from their supplier. Should the public body be unsatisfied with 
the assurance received then the appropriate action should be taken; and 

Highlighted that, following the horsemeat incident, public institutions are also within the scope of the 
UK-wide authenticity sampling programme organised by the FSA and are part of the extensive testing 
regime the FSA has established with the food industry. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
all local authorities have completed investigations of all premises in their areas that manufacture 
processed meat products. 

Holding answer issued: 12 March 2013 (S4W-13063) 

Michael Matheson: As requested by Scottish Ministers on 23 January 2013, Foods Standards 
Agency Scotland asked Scottish local authorities to carry out focused food standards inspections at all 
approved premises producing processed meat products in Scotland. Local authorities report that there 
are a total of 201 such premises currently operating in Scotland. 



All of the meat premises inspections are complete and no issues relating to horse DNA have been 
reported from the inspections. This programme was extended on 12 February 2013 to include cold 
stores (26 in total), so this makes 227 premises overall. All of the relevant cold stores visits have been 
completed to date. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects an audit of local authority food controls to be completed. 

Holding answer issued: 12 March 2013 (S4W-13064) 

Michael Matheson: Food Standards Agency audits by the Food Standards Agency (FSA) of local 
authorities’ food and feed enforcement services are ongoing and take place throughout the year. In 
Scotland, FSA typically carries out twelve audits every year. Audit plans and audit reports are 
available on the FSA website: http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/auditandmonitoring/. 

As a result of the horsemeat incident, the FSA plans to carry out two-day focussed food standards 
audits at a sample of three local authorities during April to June 2013. These will be used to further 
inform the evidence gathered during the desktop audit of 12 local authorities and previous audits that 
included all aspects of food law enforcement across all Scottish local authorities in previous years. 
This evidence will be used to determine any further action required to support effective food standards 
enforcement in Scotland. 

Horsemeat incident 

On the 23 January 2013 Scottish Ministers asked the FSA to work with local authorities to carry out 
focused food standards audits of approved processed meat manufacturers. Scotland was the first part 
of the UK to initiate this work, which is in addition to the actions set out in the FSA’s plan and the 
European Commission’s testing programme. Together with additional audits of standalone cold stores, 
the work entailed 226 inspections. 

All the focused audits are now complete and no issues relating to horse DNA have been reported 
(as at 11 March 2013). 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the possibility of Scotland’s European Structural Funds 
budget being reduced as a result of a new allocation formula.  

Holding answer issued: 13 March 2013 (S4W-13307) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is particularly concerned with recent reports that 
Structural Funds allocations for Scotland may drop significantly more than in other parts of the UK. 

We had anticipated that Structural Fund budgets would decline for Scotland, and stakeholders had 
reached similar assessments. However recent calculations by UK Government officials following the 
EU Budget negotiations suggest that Scotland faces a disproportionate drop. 

These funds support jobs, growth and economic investment and the Scottish Government is 
pursuing a fairer allocation of Structural Funds with the UK Government and the Welsh and Northern 
Ireland administrations. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it assesses the 
extent of and trends in payday loan debt. 

Holding answer issued: 15 March 2013 (S4W-13393) 

Fergus Ewing: The area of consumer credit, including pay day lending is currently a reserved 
matter; therefore the Scottish Government does not have the powers to collect this information from 
pay day loan companies. 

We currently rely on published data by the UK Government and its associated departments to 
assess the extent of and trends in payday loan debt. I acknowledge that the rise of payday lending is 
fairly recent and the actual amounts being loaned by the high-interest sector is difficult to gauge. 

http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/auditandmonitoring/


The Office of Fair Trading estimates the market for payday loans to have been worth £2-2.2 billion, 
in 2011-12 based on the information provided by payday lending companies in 2012. 

We will continue to monitor the prevalence and issues relating to payday loans through external 
research and continued engagement with stakeholders. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its reasons 
were for discontinuing the money advice case management report and what information it no longer 
collects as a result. 

Holding answer issued: 15 March 2013 (S4W-13394) 

Fergus Ewing: The collection of the money advice case management report ceased when the 2008 
concordat with Convention Of Scottish Local Authorities was introduced. A statistical framework 
remained in place but in practice the collection of statistics proved difficult. The variability in the quality 
of returns led to the cessation of recording in 2011. Money advice agencies continue to collect their 
own statistics, which are suitable and appropriate for their needs in delivering debt advice in Scotland. 

Our focus is on supporting these organisations in the provision of money advice and encouraging 
these agencies to continue to raise the standard of debt advice across Scotland. We do this through 
third tier funding to the Money Advice, Training, Resources, Information and Consultancy Services 
(MATRICS) project which is a Citizens Advice Scotland and Money Advice Scotland partnership 
project. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it recognises the term "owners of vacant crofts" in respect of owner-occupier crofters, 
following the passing of the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act 2010. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 March 2013 (S4W-13445) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The term “owners of vacant crofts” is not recognised in crofting legislation. It is 
for the Crofting Commission, as crofting regulator, to appropriately apply crofting legislation in carrying 
out its functions. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what legal advice it took prior to the publication of the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Bill 2009 in respect 
of the ability of the Crofting Commission to issue a decrofting direction to an owner-occupier crofter 
who is residing in their owner-occupied croft. 

Holding answer issued: 19 March 2013 (S4W-13447) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government draws on legal advice as appropriate from its lawyers, 
from Counsel and from Law Officers and I can confirm that legal advice was received on the issue of 
decrofting. However, other than in exceptional circumstances, the content of any legal advice remains 
confidential. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it agreed to allow the suspension of decrofting applications by the Crofting Commission in 
respect of owner-occupier crofters residing in their owner-occupied croft. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 March 2013 (S4W-13448) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government was not involved in the Crofting Commission’s 
decision to suspend decrofting applications in respect of owner-occupier crofters as this is a matter for 
the commission itself as crofting regulator. 

The Crofting Commission took this decision following legal advice it had received on the validity of 
applications from owner-occupier crofters. 



 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the financial consequences to crofters and other parties of the 
decision by the Crofting Commission to suspend decrofting applications in respect of owner-occupier 
crofters residing in their owner-occupied croft. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 March 2013 (S4W-13449) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The decision by the Crofting Commission to suspend decrofting applications in 
respect of owner-occupier crofters is a legal matter based on legal advice the Commission had 
received, rather than one of financial consequence. The Scottish Government was not involved in the 
decision to suspend decrofting applications and was therefore unable to assess the financial 
consequences for crofters in advance of the decision. 

Since becoming aware of this issue, the Scottish Government has acted promptly to seek 
information from key stakeholders on the potential extent of those owner-occupier crofters and is 
currently considering options to remedy the actual and potential difficulties faced by owner-occupier 
crofters and will keep the Parliament informed of any actions required. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the John Muir Trust's proposal that wild land should be the subject of additional 
national designation. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 March 2013 (S4W-13468) 

Paul Wheelhouse: There are already protected areas with a landscape focus (National Scenic 
Areas and National Parks) which cover almost 20% of Scotland’s land area and Scottish Planning 
Policy (SPP) recognises that the most sensitive landscapes may have little or no capacity to accept 
new development. SPP also states that areas of wild land character in some of Scotland’s remoter 
upland, mountain and coastal areas are very sensitive to any form of development or intrusive human 
activity and that planning authorities should safeguard the character of these areas in development 
plans. 

I would also refer the member to the Members’ business debate on motion S4M-05602 on 
Conservation (Endangered Species and Wild Land) on 6 March 2013. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps 
it is taking to ensure that small and medium-sized enterprises benefit from public spending at (a) 
national and (b) local level. 

 (S4W-13508) 

Fergus Ewing: We are working with the Scottish business community to standardise the public 
procurement process and reduce bureaucracy to make it easier for Small and Medium Enterprises to 
access public sector contracts. 

At a local level the Scottish Government has issued guidance on the use of community benefit 
clauses further information on how this is helping locally is available in the response to S4W-13509 on 
18 March 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish action plans for dealing with (a) chalara ash dieback, (b) dothistroma needle blight and (c) 
larch ramorum. 

 (S4W-13511) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government will publish its own, finalised Chalara action plan once 
the GB Chalara management plan is confirmed; this is expected at the end of March 2013. 

Finalised action plans for Dothistroma Needle Blight and Phytophthora ramorum on larch will be 
published by 31 March 2013. 

Draft action plans developed by the Scottish Tree Health Advisory Group, for Chalara fraxinea (ash 
dieback), dothistroma needle blight and Phytophthora ramourum in larch were presented at the 
Scottish Government Tree Health Stakeholder Summit held on 6 March 2013. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government (a) where 
and (b) when trials of fungicide application to combat dothistroma needle blight will be held. 

 (S4W-13512) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Seven potential sites for the aerial application of fungicide on the national forest 
estate have been identified, three in the North Highland Forest District and four in the Moray and 
Aberdeenshire Forest District. Approvals for the aerial application are currently being sought. Subject 
to the necessary experimental licenses being issued and subject to their conditions, either one or two 
of the seven potential sites (each of 5-20 hectares in extent) will be selected after further discussions 
with the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage. The spraying 

operation is planned to take place this summer. 

We will keep stakeholders informed of our plans, through the Scottish Tree Health Advisory Group, 
given their role in aiding our understanding of the challenges presented by Dothistroma needle blight 
and to assess potential risks to the wider ecosystems of any treatments used to control the spread of 
Dothistroma. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s (SEPA) adoption of a new watercourse 
management registration category (a) could result in significant environmental effects, (b) constitutes a 
qualifying plan or programme for the purposes of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 
and (c) constitutes a qualifying plan or project for the purposes of the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2010 and (d) could affect the delivery of sustainable flood management, and 
what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-13517) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The recent heavy rainfall has highlighted that drainage of agricultural land 
presents several challenges in relation to environmental, economic and community interests. I believe 
that the procedural changes to the authorisation regime SEPA has made are a proportionate approach 
taking account of these interactions. 

SEPA’s decisions, and their discussion with stakeholders and partner organisations such as Scottish 
Natural Heritage, have been underpinned by risk assessment. I have kept the Rural Affairs, Climate 
Change and Environment Committee informed of this work, particularly through my letters of 25 
February 2013 and 6 March 2013. 

SEPA uses registration for controlled activities under the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2011 that it considers do not normally pose a significant risk individually, but 
may contribute to a significant cumulative risk. SEPA's assessment is that this activity satisfies its 
criteria for authorisation by registration. This change only applies to existing straightened rivers with 
particular characteristics and does not apply universally to all watercourses. In addition the registration 
does not permit any works to straighten rivers. 

SEPA does not consider that significant environmental effects could result by virtue of deciding to 
require prior authorisation in the form of a registration rather than a water use licence. Where it 
considers it necessary to protect the water environment, SEPA can and will refuse applications for 
authorisation by registration. Where it authorises the activity by registration, SEPA can and will impose 
such conditions as it considers necessary or expedient for the purposes of protection of the water 
environment. 



The decision by SEPA to require prior authorisation for the activity by registration rather than by 
water use licence is procedural in nature. Such procedural changes do not affect the requirements for 
environmental impact assessment under any other legislation.  

SEPA's decision on the form of prior authorisation required for the activity does not constitute a plan 
or programme for the purposes of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. As such it 
does not require a strategic environmental assessment. 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 relate to England and Wales and the 
Scottish legislation transposing the Birds and Habitats Directives is the Conservation (Natural Habitats 
&c.) Regulations 1994. SEPA does not believe the water use licence constitutes a plan or project 
under the 1994 Regulations. SEPA has advised the Scottish Government that it has considered the 
likely risk posed by the activity to European sites as well as to the ecological status of water bodies 
generally in making these procedural changes. 

In terms of flood risk SEPA does not consider that its decision on the form of prior authorisation will 
affect the delivery of sustainable flood risk management or will affect flood risk in catchments. Where 
sediment has built up on the river bed, SEPA considers that the carrying out of the activity may in 
some circumstances reduce the frequency of flooding of the adjacent land. Straightening of rivers can 
contribute to elevated flood peaks in rivers further downstream. However, the activity only permits 
sediment management works in rivers that are already straightened. SEPA does not consider that this 
type of works is likely to have a significant effect on downstream flood risk. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures 
that land drainage and watercourse management projects that may result in significant environmental 
effects are subject to the provisions of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive. 

 (S4W-13520) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13517 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what impact it 
considers that the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s adoption of a new watercourse 
management registration category could have on the implementation of environmental impact 
assessments, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-13521) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13517 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the Scottish Environment Protection Agency regarding the implications of 
its adoption of a new watercourse management registration category for the implementation of the EU 
(a) birds, (b) habitats and (c) environmental impact assessment directive. 

 (S4W-13522) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W–13517 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment has been made of how the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s adoption of a new 
watercourse management registration category will affect flood risk in river catchments. 

 (S4W-13523) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W–13517 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13003 by Fergus Ewing on 5 March 2013, how it will measure 
its success in delivering the estimated 28,000 jobs that the National Renewables Infrastructure Fund 
aims to help deliver. 

 (S4W-13543) 

Fergus Ewing: Projects supported by Scottish Enterprise or Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
develop a Monitoring and Evaluation framework, which follows Treasury Green Book approach. 
Overall at a programme level Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and Islands Enterprise monitor 
milestones that have been identified as forming the critical path to the realisation of the 28,000 jobs 
estimate.  

A number of key milestones relate to actions which are outwith the control of Scottish Enterprise and 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, such as electricity market reform, consents for site development, 
grid connections and financing of offshore wind projects. Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise work with a range of stakeholders to articulate the need for progress on these 
issues. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13004 by Fergus Ewing on 5 March 2013, what proportion of 
the progress toward a cumulative benefit to gross value added of £7.1 billion it attributes to the 
National Renewables Infrastructure Fund. 

 (S4W-13546) 

Fergus Ewing: National Renewables Investment Fund forms part of a suite of support that Scottish 
Enterprise and Highland and Islands Enterprise have in place to assist the development of this new 
industry in Scotland. Investment in manufacturing sites is critical to securing the manufacturing 
element of this overall benefit to the economy. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13005 by Fergus Ewing on 5 March 2013, how it assesses the 
economic impact of a project prior to receiving investment from the National Renewables 
Infrastructure Fund and what assessment it has made for each project that the fund has supported. 

 

 (S4W-13547) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Enterprise and Highland and Islands Enterprise follow Treasury Green 
Book guidance in assessing ex-ante economic benefit of investments. Each project supported has 
been assessed accordingly. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12998 by Fergus Ewing on 5 March 2013, how much private 
sector investment has been leveraged into the wider renewables industry through projects supported 
by the National Renewables Infrastructure Fund at (a) Port of Dundee, (b) Port of Leith, (c) Rosyth, (d) 
Methil, (e) Hunterston, (f) Inchgreen, (g) Westway, (h) Kishorn, (i) Arnish, (j) Machrihanish, (k) Nigg, (l) 
Wick, (m) Scrabster and (n) Mallaig. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-13549) 

Fergus Ewing: In terms of the wider picture of investment into the renewables industry more 
generally Scottish Renewables have recently published an assessment of investment into renewables 
in 2011. This is based on the capacity installed in each technology multiplied by estimates of capital 
cost per Mega Watt. Their analysis shows projects with a total capital cost of £757.2 million were 
commissioned in 2011. Similar analysis for the first nine months of 2012, shows that this exceeded 
over £1.3 billion. 

Scottish Renewables also undertook more detailed assessment of investment into offshore wind and 
this research shows that £164.5 million has been invested in the Scottish economy by the six 
companies currently developing offshore wind projects in the Scottish Renewable Energy Zone with 
more than one third of this investment (£63.66 million) delivered in 2012. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12998 by Fergus Ewing on 5 March 2013, what funding 
packages are in place for the ports not listed in the answer and how much private sector funding has 
been leveraged; how many jobs have been delivered, and what economic benefit has been assessed 
in each case. 

 (S4W-13550) 

Fergus Ewing: The National Renewables Infrastructure Fund is available to all ports that meet the 
criteria for funding. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many applications it has received for funding from the Renewable Energy Investment Fund 
(REIF). 

 (S4W-13552) 

Fergus Ewing: Since launched in October 2012, there has been a good level of interest in REIF 
from a wide variety of sources with 95 enquiries received which have been, or are being, considered 
by the REIF delivery team covering all priority sectors; of these, some have been declined as being 
unsuitable, others are still at an early information enquiry stage. Several of these are expected to 
progress through to active and live projects during the course of the fund. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what annual spending was expected from the Renewable Energy Investment Fund, when it was 
established. 

 (S4W-13553) 

Fergus Ewing: The Renewable Energy Investment Fund was capitalised with £103 million to be 
distributed over the current spending review period (2012-15). That is still the intention. The annual 
spend will reflect the needs of industry and community developers. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what projects the Renewable Energy Investment Fund (REIF) has supported and what private sector 
support was leveraged for each. 

 (S4W-13554) 

Fergus Ewing: REIF has to date offered support to three deals alongside significant private sector 
investment. A strong pipeline of projects is under consideration. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what economic assessment it has made of each project supported by the Renewable Energy 
Investment Fund (REIF). 



 (S4W-13555) 

Fergus Ewing: All applications to REIF are assessed for their additional socio-economic impact 
through consideration of the scale and nature of benefits, (renewable energy generated/ electricity 
decarbonised, Gross Value Added/ jobs created, community benefits and private investment levered), 
the extent to which these benefits are additional, (i.e. would not be realised in the absence of REIF 
monies), supply chain benefits, the concentration of benefits within Scotland and the effect on existing 
economic activity. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what changes there have been to the expected spending profile of the Renewable Energy Investment 
Fund as a result of the Budget (Scotland) (No.2) Bill, passed on 6 February 2013. 

 (S4W-13556) 

Fergus Ewing: The fund will disburse £103 million over the spending review period; with flexibility 
on the annual spend to reflect industry needs. The indicative allocation for 2012-13 was £16 million, 
based on the prospect of a significant investment in the marine sector. Actual spend is anticipated to 
be some £1.8 million. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it determines that projects awarded support from the Renewable Energy Investment Fund deliver 
additionality. 

 (S4W-13557) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13555 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has estimated the number of jobs that will be delivered by projects receiving support from 
the Renewable Energy Investment Fund. 

 (S4W-13559) 

Fergus Ewing: Applications are considered on a project by project basis and net jobs are an 
important factor in the socio-economic assessments conducted for each project. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it determined that delaying spending from the Renewable Energy Investment Fund (REIF) will not 
harm efforts to develop renewable energy. 

 (S4W-13560) 

Fergus Ewing: The phasing of expenditure on the REIF will reflect the needs of industry and 
community developers. Scotland is enjoying record activity and investment in renewable energy. We 
exceeded our interim target to generate 31% of our energy requirement by 2011 by some 4%. Scottish 
renewables have shown that investment in Scotland’s renewable energy industry topped £900 million 
pounds in the first six months of 2012, putting it well on track to reach £1 billion over the course of the 
whole year. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advisory or consultative bodies provide it with advice on issues relating to the financial services 
industry and what the membership of each body is. 

 (S4W-13579) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Fergus Ewing: The Financial Services Advisory Board (FiSAB), supported by the Financial 
Services Implementation Group (FiSIG), provides the Scottish Government with advice on issues 
relating to the financial services industry. 

FiSAB is a partnership between the financial services industry, trade unions, the Scottish 
Government, Scottish Enterprise and Universities Scotland. 

Details of the membership of both FiSAB and FiSIG are published on the Scottish Government 
website and can be accessed by following these links. 
FiSAB: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/finance/meetings/membership 
FiSIG: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/finance/fisigmeetings/membership 

 
Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what progress is being made in establishing marine protected areas (MPA). 

 (S4W-13604) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Report to Parliament on progress on identifying an MPA network was laid in 
Parliament on 14 December 2012, and was accompanied by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee’s (JNCC) detailed scientific network advice. All of these 
documents, as well as a newsletter to update stakeholders and the public, are available on the Marine 
Scotland website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork. 

In summary, SNH and JNCC have identified a total of 33 MPA proposals. Four MPA search 
locations, Southern Trench, Eye Peninsula to Butt of Lewis, Shiant East Bank and Skye to Mull are 
undergoing further research and analysis before SNH provides its formal advice to Scottish Ministers. 
These four have the potential to make a significant contribution to the network by representing key 
habitats for basking sharks, whales and dolphins and are not substitutes for any of existing 33 MPA 
proposals. Of the 41 MPA search features, 38 will be accounted for within the evolving Scottish MPA 
network, the exceptions at this time being basking shark, common skate and white-beaked dolphin. 

Since the Report was published (above link) we have been working on the following core tasks in 
readiness for a public consultation: 

The Management Handbook which provides a general approach and principles to the potential 
management is nearly complete and has been consulted upon with stakeholders; 

Management Options, as well as a suite of site documentation, are being developed by SNH and 
JNCC for each proposal in conjunction with Marine Scotland to inform discussions with marine 
interests on management of individual sites and form part of the consultation documentation; 

A Sustainability Appraisal has begun, and we are currently gathering data and evidence to generate 
strategic environmental and socioeconomic impact assessments for each MPA proposal as well as an 
overall cumulative assessment; 

Further analysis of Harbour Porpoise data is ongoing, and results are expected in late 2013 and, if 
appropriate the Scottish Government expects to receive Special Area of Conservation proposals 
under the EU Habitats Directive from the Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies in late 2014. 

The Scottish Government expects to begin receive recommendations for possible Special Protection 
Areas under the EU Wild Birds Directive from the Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies in late 2013. 
The aim will be to complete classification of as many of these proposals by end of 2015 as possible. 

The aim of the project is to deliver a well-managed network by 2016 and we are working hard to 
achieve this ambitious target. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how an independent Scotland’s per capita GDP would compare with that of other 
countries. 

 (S4W-13610) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/finance/meetings/membership
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/finance/fisigmeetings/membership
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork


John Swinney: Estimates of Scotland's International Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per Capita 
ranking in 2011 were published on 11 March 2013 and are available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Economy/Publications/GDP-Per-Capita 

When an illustrative geographic share of North Sea (extra region) output is included in Scottish 
GDP, it is estimated that Scotland would be ranked 8th against the 34 Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development member countries, with regards to GDP per capita in 2011. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what mechanism it would employ in order to designate a national tree. 

 (S4W-13618) 

Paul Wheelhouse: At present, there is no legal or established process for designating a national 
tree. However, the Public Petitions Committee recently asked Forestry Commission Scotland and 
Scottish Natural Heritage for their views on designating Scots pine as a national tree. A joint 
submission was made by both organisations to the committee to set out a number of factors that might 
be considered regarding the selection of a national tree. Depending on the response from the Public 
Petitions Committee and any committee recommendations, we will consider whether to move forward 
with adopting a national tree and what consultation would be appropriate. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consultation it would undertake prior to designating a national tree. 

 (S4W-13619) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13618 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government with whom it would consult prior to designating a particular species of tree as Scotland’s 
national tree. 

 (S4W-13620) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13618 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what engagement it has had with the Public Petitions Committee regarding the possible 
designation of a particular species of tree as Scotland’s national tree. 

 (S4W-13621) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13618 on 20 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Finance 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the projected start date of the construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route is 
two years after the resolution of the legal challenge to the project. 

 (S4W-13526) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Economy/Publications/GDP-Per-Capita
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Keith Brown: Due to the protracted Practising Law Institute and legal challenges a road that should 
be relieving traffic from central Aberdeen now will unfortunately not be open until spring 2018. 
However, we ensured as much preparatory steps as possible were progressed during the legal 
challenges. As a result we were able to publish a Prior Information Notice on 19 October 2012 (only 
two days after the Supreme Court Judgment). 

During the current period between resolution of the legal challenge and construction start we are 
procuring the contract to undertake the works. This period of time for procurement is typical of similar 
projects such as the M80, M73 and M74. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the economic benefit gained by moving £15 million from the 
Renewable Energy Investment Fund to other projects as a result of the Budget (Scotland) (No.2) Bill 
passed on 6 February 2013 and what these projects are. 

 (S4W-13558) 

John Swinney: The funding for renewable energy projects through the Renewable Energy 
Investment Fund has been re-profiled to reflect industry needs. In line with the overall economic 
strategy set out within the Draft Budget, the assessment was that the maximum benefit to the 
economy and jobs would be through redirecting any unused funding to alternative short term uses, 
such as the additional shovel ready projects announced in June and December 2012, whilst ensuring 
the funding will be available in the medium term when required for renewable projects.  

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress has been made on reform of the Local Government Pension Scheme. 

 (S4W-13577) 

John Swinney: A tripartite group comprising of representatives from the Convention Of Scottish 
Local Authorities, the trades unions and the Scottish Government was convened in October 2012 and 
is supporting negotiations to reform the Local Government Pension Scheme. 

Negotiations on scheme design are scheduled to complete by August 2013 when the focus will then 
shift to scheme governance and development of Scottish scheme regulations. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will implement revisions to the Local Government Pension Scheme. 

 (S4W-13578) 

John Swinney: The UK Public Service Pensions Bill, which is expected to receive Royal Assent in 
May 2013 will require the main public service pension schemes, including the Local Government 
Pension Scheme, to be reformed by 1 April 2015. 

Governance and Communities 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
a recent report by Brodies LLP suggesting that challenges to planning decisions in Scotland are less 
successful than similar challenges in England. 

 (S4W-13480) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Ministers welcome the findings in the report by Brodies LLP that challenges 
to planning decisions in Scotland are less likely to be successful than similar challenges in England 
and Wales. This demonstrates that decisions taken by local planning authorities and by the Scottish 
Government are soundly based and well-reasoned and play an important part in delivering sustainable 
economic development. 

 



Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that 
there is an adequate opportunity for (a) private individuals and (b) housing associations to review 
planning decisions under the terms of the Aarhus Convention. 

 (S4W-13481) 

Derek Mackay: It is open to parties to seek review by the courts of planning decisions made by 
planning authorities or the Scottish Ministers. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
spent on external legal advice and advocacy since May 2011. 

 (S4W-13498) 

John Swinney: The total spent on external legal fees since May 2011 is £6,065,037.27 (exclusive 
of VAT). The total spent on Counsel fees since May 2011 is £2,352,906.94 (exclusive of VAT). 

Health and Social Care 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it gives to NHS Lanarkshire to help reduce waiting times at accident and emergency 
departments. 

 (S4O-1942) 

Alex Neil: The Government Performance Support Team currently provides the Health board with 
detailed weekly analytical reports to: 

Help the board understand, forecast and manage the increases in demand; to identify specific points 
of pressure across the whole service, not just A&E; and to support decision-making and prioritise 
actions for improvement.  

We are also supporting NHS Lanarkshire in undertaking day of care audits and the findings have 
identified areas where the board will focus on improving flow and active management of length of stay. 

NHS Lanarkshire received £225,780 from the £3 million winter surge capacity fund. These funds 
were used across whole system pressures and included additional A&E staff and additional surgical 
beds. 

Transformational change is required, and the Government is investing £50 million to achieve that 
over the next three years, including doubling our winter planning fund to £6 million this year. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress it 
is making on improving mental health services for prisoners. 

 (S4O-1943) 

Michael Matheson: Responsibility for providing mental health services in prisons transferred to the 
NHS in November 2012. 

NHS chief executives established the National Prisoner Healthcare Network to support delivery of a 
high quality, safe, effective and consistent service to prisoners, hosted by Healthcare Improvement 
Scotland. Mental health is a priority for the network. A sub-group focusing on mental health will report 
its recommendations for service development to the network in April. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures it is taking to increase the number of people willing to be organ donors. 

 (S4O-1944) 

Michael Matheson: We have implemented a range of measures to increase the donation rate in 
Scotland. 

We have improved the donation infrastructure across the country, removing some of the barriers to 
organ donation. We have appointed seven additional Specialist Nurses in Organ Donation and now 
have clinical leads in organ donation in every intensive care unit in Scotland. We continue to run high 
profile awareness raising campaigns every year and last year this included the launch of a new Organ 



Donation Scotland website, which made it easier for Scots to sign up to the NHS Organ Donor 
Register on line. 

As a result of these and other efforts we have seen a 65% increase in the donation rate in Scotland 
since 2007-08, and a 26% increase in the number of transplants over the same period. 41% of the 
Scottish population are now on the NHS Organ Donor Register, the highest proportion in any UK 
country. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
operations were cancelled in each NHS board in the Highlands and Islands in each of the last five 
years due to equipment not being sterilised properly, broken down by specialism; what the cost was to 
each board, and how much of the cost was for reimbursement of travel and accommodation. 

 (S4W-13608) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has on how many people resident in Scotland have been 
treated in the independent health sector in England in each year since 1999 and at what cost. 

 (S4W-13638) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not available centrally. 

Learning and Justice 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will assist 
working parents with the costs of childcare, in light of the report by the Daycare Trust that the cost of 
full-time nursery places has risen by 6% since 2011. 

 (S4W-13483) 

Aileen Campbell: The Daycare Trust’s report Childcare Costs Survey 2013 reported that “during 
the last 12 months, nursery costs have increased in all parts of Britain except from Scotland”. 

Changes in Childcare Costs in 12 Months December 2011 to December 2012 

Region/Nation Nursery 25 
hours (under 

2) 

Nursery 25 
hours and over 

(2 and over) 

England 5.20% 7.90% 

Scotland 0% 0% 

Wales 0% 1.30% 

Britain change: average 
across regions and nations 
2012-2013 

4.20% 6.60% 

Source: Daycare Trust Childcare Costs Survey 2013 

However, the Scottish Government is taking action, through the Children and Young People Bill, to 
increase the level of funded early learning and childcare provision, from the current entitlement of 475 
hours per year of pre-school education for three and four year olds to 600 hours of early learning and 
childcare for three and four year olds, and looked after two year olds, from 2014. 

This will help improve outcomes for young children as well as providing support to parents with the 
cost of childcare. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development Protocol is not included in its 
Guidance on Joint Investigative Interviewing of Child Witnesses in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13602) 



Kenny MacAskill: The National Strategic Group for Joint Investigative Interviews with Children was 
established in 2007. It took forward work to revise guidance; progress the roll-out of visual recording 
equipment; and consider the training requirements of professionals undertaking joint investigative 
interviews with child witnesses. The membership of the Group included representatives of the police, 
social work, Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration, Faculty of Advocates, the Law Society of 
Scotland, Scottish Legal Aid Board, Scottish Court service, Crown Office and the Joint Investigative 
Interviews Tutors Forum. 

The Group considered that the phased or “step-wise” model, set out in the revised guidance, 
promotes the use of open-ended prompts, as does the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development protocol. They concluded that the protocol was an issue for training rather than the 
guidance itself. Paragraph 81 of the revised guidance provides a clear link between the guidelines in 
the guidance and the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development protocol. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
deals with complaints regarding the operational procedures of British Transport Police in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13603) 

Kenny MacAskill: The operation and governance of the British Transport Police is not devolved to 
the Scottish Government. In the first instance complaints should be directed to the Chief Constable of 
the British Transport Police. 

However, should the complainant remain dissatisfied they can refer the matter to the Police 
Complaints Commissioner for Scotland (PCCS) who has responsibility to oversee complaints handling 
procedures for police bodies, including the British Transport Police and British Transport Police 
Authority, in respect of their Scottish operations. 

The PCCS can be contacted via their website :www.pcc-scotland.org, or by writing to PCCS at 
Hamilton House, Hamilton Business Park, Caird Park, Hamilton,ML3 0QA. 

From 1 April 2013 the PCCS will become the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner. It will 
continue to have responsibility to oversee complaints against the police where it is felt the matter 
remains unsolved following investigation by the Chief Constable. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
achieved its aim of providing 600 hours of free nursery education per year to each family.  

 (S4W-13640) 

Aileen Campbell: The Children and Young People Bill, which includes proposals to increase the 
current level of 475 hours of funded pre-school education per annum for three and four year olds, to a 
minimum of 600 hours of funded early learning and childcare for three and four year olds, and two 
year olds who are looked after, is currently being developed. 

In addition to increasing the number of hours of funded provision, the Bill will also increase the level 
of flexibility in terms of how the entitlement can be accessed. 

The aim is for the legislative proposals relating to increasing the level and flexibility of funded early 
learning and childcare to be delivered from 2014. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the (a) Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995, (b) Scotland Act 1998 and (c) Human Rights Act 1998 
are applied in judging petitions to the nobile officium. 

 (S4W-13729) 

Kenny MacAskill: The application of statute in court proceedings is a matter for the judicial 
authorities. 

http://www.pcc-scotland.org/


Transport Scotland 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will seek EU assistance for the (a) construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
and (b) (i) M8, (ii) M73 and (iii) M74 motorway improvements projects. 

 (S4W-13525) 

Keith Brown: We are working together with the European Investment Bank to secure funding 
support through the successful bidders which provides value for money for both schemes. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether and, if so, 
when it will consider extending the restored Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine railway line to encompass 
Dunfermline and Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-13624) 

Keith Brown: When considering the re-opening of former rail lines, it is necessary for the Scottish 
Government to take a strategic view and fully consider the impact of the whole network. Determining 
the potential benefits to new passengers against the negative impact on existing passengers, while 
robustly assessing the value for money and affordability are essential. The long-term demand, the 
operational and engineering feasibilities, subsidy implications to the Scottish Government and initial 
capital costs must all be considered in detail. As such, proposals to reopen former lines will require a 
transport appraisal. 

I understand that South East Scotland transport (SEStran) had undertaken a study into rail options 
for this corridor. However, it did not follow the Government's Strategic Transport Appraisal Guidance 
(STAG) which requires promoters to cover a range of transport alternatives, not just rail. Should 
SEStran undertake a comprehensive STAG appraisal on the transport needs for the area, Transport 
Scotland would be happy to offer advice in developing a business case.  

In the meantime, the Scottish Government has no plans to extend the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine 
railway line to Dunfermline and Edinburgh. 

 


