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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to research by Professor Gordon Hughes of the University 
of Edinburgh that found that wind turbine efficiency drops by half after 15 years in service. 

 

Holding answer issued: 11 March 2013 (S4W-13239) 

Fergus Ewing: We believe the analysis by Professor Hughes to be fundamentally flawed and based 
upon a fallacy that wind turbines that are already approaching 15 years of operation could be 
considered to “represent a relatively mature technology”. By definition turbines that are approaching 
15 years of operation were deployed 15 years ago, precisely when the technology was still at early 
maturity. 

Across the UK, projects in the tenth year of operation represent a maximum of 8.4% of all turbines, 
and the data behind the projects in the fifteenth year of operation, just 3.6%. 

Analysis from independent sector experts Bloomberg New Energy Finance points to four main 
stages of evolution of turbine technology with earlier models seeing an acknowledged degradation in 
performance over time. The cause of this degradation varied but included grid incompatibly and 
mechanical issues such as gearbox problems. However, as the technology has evolved such failings 
have been addressed and overcome. Modern turbines increasingly use gearless direct drive 
mechanisms and have greater performance, efficiency and operational availability. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will adjust its energy policy in light of research by Professor Gordon 
Hughes of the University of Edinburgh, which found decreasing load factors on ageing wind turbines. 

 

Holding answer issued: 11 March 2013 (S4W-13240) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13239 on 19 March 2013, in 
which I stated that we believe the research to be fundamentally flawed. We therefore do not propose 
changing energy policy in light of this research. 

While wind will play a key role, the Scottish Government is committed to a mix of sources of 
electricity. Renewable energy supports 11,000 jobs in Scotland and last year renewable generation 
contributed a greater proportion of Scotland’s electricity than ever before. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what annual data 
reporting it requires of money advice services that it funds (a) directly and (b) indirectly. 

 

Holding answer issued: 15 March 2013 (S4W-13391) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not directly fund money advice services. We provide 
third tier funding to the Money Advice, Training, Resources, Information and Consultancy Services 
(MATRICS) project. The purpose of MATRICS is to ensure that there is a skilled money advice 
workforce which embeds the Scottish National Standards for Information and Advice Providers across 
the sector. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


In accordance with the grant offer, MATRICS are required to submit a quarterly report summarising 
their performance against outcomes in the provision of training and support to enable money advisers 
to deliver a quality service. 

Grant funding is also provided to the Money Advice Trust (MAT) to support the National Debtline. 
MAT provide all funders including the Scottish Government with a quarterly report which includes data 
relating to number of calls answered, emails and most reported debt types. 

The Scottish Government does not collate any statistical information from money advice agencies 
where funding has been provided indirectly. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason it issued an electronic copy of a document to the mailboxes of four parliamentary 
committees at 10.43pm on 27 February 2013 and whether it considers that this is consistent with the 
good practice guidance on announcements set out in the Scottish Ministerial Code. 

 (S4W-13450) 

John Swinney: We took the view that Economic and Competition Regulation in an Independent 
Scotland was a discussion paper dealing with the prospect of more powers following independence. 
We therefore followed the practice consistent with publication of a discussion paper, rather than that 
used prior to a policy announcement. The Government acknowledges the comments made by the 
Presiding Officer on this issue and is taking account of these points. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
most recent assessment is of the incidence of Dothistroma needle blight in the national forest estate. 

 (S4W-13513) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Monitoring for the presence of Dothistroma needle blight has taken place 
annually on the national forest estate since 2006. Following completion of the 2012 survey the 
presence of Dothistroma on pine species has now been confirmed on 12,600 hectares of woodland. 
By species this amounts to some 8,600 hectares of lodgepole pine, 3,800 hectares of Scots pine and 
250 hectares of Corsican pine. 

Health and Social Care 

 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will have considered the findings of the Review of NHS Pharmaceutical Care of Patients in the 
Community in Scotland and when (a) the review and (b) a strategy for pharmacy and medicines will be 
published. 

 (S4W-13471) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government continues to consider Dr Wilson’s report on the Review of NHS 
Pharmaceutical Care of Patients in the Community in Scotland alongside other national policy 
initiatives which will inform the future of NHS pharmaceutical care in Scotland. 

Significantly, the planned strategy for pharmacy and medicines will align with the aims of the Bill to 
integrate adult health and social care which we plan to introduce before the summer recess this year. 
It is our intention that the publication of Dr Wilson’s Report and our strategy for the future of pharmacy 
and medicines in Scotland will synchronise with the introduction of this Bill. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what arrangements have been made to ensure that (a) Healthcare Improvement Scotland and (b) the 
Care Commission are provided with regular reports from NHS boards summarising feedback received 
from patients and the public. 

 (S4W-13535) 



Alex Neil: NHS Boards are required under the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 and secondary 
legislation to provide Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS) with a copy of their annual summary of 
feedback, comments, concerns and complaints. The first such reports are due in the summer. In 
addition: 

(a) To help inform their work HIS gathers intelligence from the national Patient Experience 
Programme, NHS Board complaints, and the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO) 
investigation reports and also through inviting patients and the public to provide comments on their 
experiences directly to them. HIS is also currently working closely with the SPSO on the design of the 
new approach to reporting and learning from adverse events, which the First Minister announced to 
Parliament last November 2012. 

(b) A national enquiry line was established by the Care Inspectorate on 1 April 2011 which provides 
a central point to deal with general enquiries, concerns or complaints. The Care Inspectorate has also 
been strengthening the range of ways in which it receives and acts on information on services and in 
encouraging feedback on the quality of services provided. A new complaints process was introduced 
on 8 October 2012 with incremental changes being made until March 2013. 

Both the NHS complaints process and the Care Inspectorate complaints process include provision 
for co-operation and joint working to resolve issues where this is appropriate. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether and, if so, 
when it will issue new guidance to ensure standardised assessments across the country following the 
implementation of the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013. 

 (S4W-13601) 

Michael Matheson: The Act does not affect the assessment duty to meet a person's needs, as set 
out in Section 12A of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968. The guidance will however contain a strong 
steer on the need for the processes surrounding assessment to be outcome focused and to be 
conducted in line with the principles of collaboration, informed choice and involvement contained in 
Section 1 of the (SDS) 2013 Act. The Scottish Government will conduct a consultation on the 
guidance in spring 2013. The target date for publication of the final version of the guidance will be 
determined in due course however it will be published prior to the commencement date for the 2013 
Act. 

Learning and Justice 

 

 Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
reinstate the recording of crimes of violence against public-facing workers in its annual crime survey. 

 (S4W-13588) 

Kenny MacAskill: The content of the Scottish Crime and Justice Survey (SCJS) is regularly 
reviewed to ensure the survey continues to provide high quality evidence on a wide range of policy 
areas in a cost effective manner. Such questionnaire reviews also ensure that the survey is kept to a 
manageable length so that we do not place an excessive time burden on respondents. Fieldwork for 
the survey is now conducted every other year, rather than annually. 

The SCJS questionnaire will be reviewed again prior to its 2014-15 run, when consideration may be 
given to including questions related to workplace violence. As part of the review process consideration 
will be given as to whether questions will remain or be removed from the survey and whether new 
questions will be added. Consequently, it cannot be guaranteed that any particular questions will be 
included in the future sweeps until the review process has been completed. 

Transport Scotland 

 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it will give to the recommendations in Age Scotland’s report, Driving Change: The case 
for investing in community transport. 



 (S4W-13474) 

Keith Brown: We recognise the valuable role community transport plays in providing transport 
services, particularly for older and disabled people who are unable to use scheduled bus services. We 
will carefully consider Age Scotland’s report and its recommendations. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
considering action to expand community transport infrastructure. 

 (S4W-13475) 

Keith Brown: We have no plans for changing the current arrangements under which the main 
funding for community transport comes through local authorities’ block funding arrangements. 

Community transport organisations will be able to bid in partnership with local transport authorities 
for resources from the Bus Investment Fund, which we will introduce in April 2013. 

We will also provide grant funding of £45,000 to the Community Transport Association in 2013–14 
towards building the capacity of the sector in Scotland.  

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
considering expanding the national concessionary travel scheme to include community transport 
services. 

 (S4W-13476) 

Keith Brown: The National Concessionary Travel scheme for older and disabled people already 
includes community transport services that are registered as local bus services. We amended bus 
registration legislation last year to allow flexibly routed demand-responsive community transport 
services which are available to the general public to be registered as local bus services. These 
changes allow more community transport services to be included in the scheme. We have no plans to 
extend the scheme further to include other community transport services. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-13445 
S4W-13446 
S4W-13447 
S4W-13448 
S4W-13449 
S4W-13464 
S4W-13468 

 


