
Thursday 14 March 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to ban beak trimming in poultry in line with UK plans to do so by 2016 and whether it 
has considered the impact of such a decision on the welfare of birds in relation to injurious pecking 
and feather loss and the consequences for egg producers. 

 

Holding answer issued: 6 March 2013 (S4W-12944) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has not committed to a ban on beak trimming by 
2016. We understand that Defra have committed to review the evidence on beak trimming and to look 
at the feasibility of introducing a ban in England in 2016. 

The Scottish Government’s long term goal is to ban routine beak trimming; however, it is important 
that this is not at the cost of bird welfare. A ban should not be enforced until the industry has the 
information and ability to comply without compromising hen welfare. 

We are monitoring current investigations of possible alternative methods for the control of injurious 
feather pecking, including Scottish Government funded research and work being undertaken by Defra. 
We will also consider any advice offered by the Farm Animal Welfare Committee before coming to a 
decision on whether and when to ban beak trimming. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in view of the European Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy’s recent call for swift and 
decisive action in relation to the use of neonicotinoid pesticides, what advice it will give to farmers 
regarding their use on (a) oilseed rape and (b) other plants attractive to bees. 

 

Holding answer issued: 7 March 2013 (S4W-12956) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s position is based on the scientific advice it receives 
from the Advisory Committee on Pesticides (ACP), its own scientists in SASA (Science and Advice for 
Scottish Agriculture), and through other sources such as the European Food Safety Authority. 

This scientific advice has highlighted there are concerns and gaps in the knowledge about the 
effects of neonicotinoids on pollinators. It is also important to take into account the potential risks at 
levels of exposure to neonicotinoids which are realistically likely to occur in the field. 

The ACP has been asked urgently to produce new advice taking account of the latest scientific data. 
As part of this process, the ACP has commissioned independent reviews of key research findings. 
ACP’s advice following their reviews will then inform the Scottish Government’s view on next steps, 
and advice for farmers. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of the findings of the European Food Safety Authority regarding the effects of three 
neonicotinoid pesticides on bees and the European Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy’s 
recent call for swift and decisive action, whether it remains the Scottish Government's position that 
neonicotinoid pesticides do not pose a significant risk to insect pollinators and what representations it 
will make to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in relation to the vote on 
the proposed pesticide measures. 

 

Holding answer issued: 7 March 2013 (S4W-12957) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s position is based on the scientific advice it receives 
from the Advisory Committee on Pesticides (ACP), its own scientists in SASA (Science and Advice for 
Scottish Agriculture), and through other sources such as the European Food Safety Authority. 



This scientific advice has highlighted there are concerns and gaps in the knowledge about the 
effects of neonicotinoids on pollinators. It is also important to take into account the potential risks at 
levels of exposure to neonicotinoids which are realistically likely to occur in the field. 

The ACP has been asked urgently to produce new advice taking account of the latest scientific data. 
As part of this process, the ACP has commissioned independent reviews of key research findings. 
ACP’s advice following their reviews will then inform the Scottish Government’s view on any action. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it expects retailers to take in identifying contaminated meat. 

 

Holding answer issued: 12 March 2013 (S4W-13066) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government expects the food industry, including retailers, 
wholesalers, food service companies, caterers and manufacturers, to co-operate with the Food 
Standards Agency (FSA) and local authorities throughout the on-going horsemeat investigation. The 
food industry has agreed to a request from the FSA to test for the presence of horse meat in all their 
processed beef products. 

Further, we expect the food industry, including retailers, to have rigorous procurement procedures in 
place, with reputable suppliers, and to ensure that the products they sell are safe for consumers and 
accurately labelled. 

The initial phase of testing is almost complete and the vast majority (over 99%) of tests continue to 
show no horse DNA at or above the level of one percent. 

The industry will continue to test for the presence of horse DNA in its beef products, reporting to the 
FSA, with test results being published on the FSA website at quarterly intervals. Any confirmed cases 
of gross contamination, greater than one percent horse meat, will be reported to the FSA immediately 
and published on the FSA website once the information has been received. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what conditions it would consider it necessary to gather and release pesticide application 
records or other such information on pesticides. 

 (S4W-13160) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture (SASA) 
collect data on pesticide application annually from farmers’ records. This data is published in summary 
form for Scottish Agriculture as a whole. 

In addition, farmers have to meet a range of pesticide related requirements including recording 
details of each individual pesticide application. Scottish Government inspectors annually check 
approximately 250 farmers’ individual pesticide records during routine inspections to establish whether 
pesticides have been applied in line with the product label. 

The Scottish Government can also request sight of individual pesticide application records if there 
are good reasons to do so, for example, an alleged breach of conditions of pesticide application. 

Third parties may request access to information on pesticide application records obtained by the 
Scottish Government under the Freedom of Information Act or the Environmental Information 
Regulations. Any request would be considered in accordance with the rules in that legislation. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
arrangements are in place to factor its crofting estate and related assets on Raasay; when any such 
factoring arrangements were last put out to competitive tender, and what plans there are to put such 
work out to tender again. 

 

Holding answer issued: 11 March 2013 (S4W-13266) 



Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government’s Rural Payments and Inspections Division does all 
the factoring of the Scottish Ministers’ crofting estate. This work has never been put out to tender and 
there are no plans to do so. 

 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
private residential housing developments have been designated as contaminated under the 
Environment Act 1995 in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-13413) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Local authorities have the responsibility for identifying any land in their areas 
that meets the criteria of being contaminated land. Currently, contaminated land information of this 
kind is not held centrally. In the light of this, I will discuss the possibility of filling this information gap 
with Cllr Hagan of COSLA when next we meet. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
Cairngorm National Park Authority will (a) complete and (b) publish its Gaelic Language Plan, and for 
what reason it has not yet been completed. 

 (S4W-13420) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Cairngorms National Park Authority submitted a draft Gaelic Language Plan 
to Bòrd na Gàidhlig for approval in February 2011. A copy of the draft Plan is available on the Park’s 
website at: 

http://cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/about-us/publications 

Following discussion with Bòrd na Gàidhlig, the Park Authority submitted a revised draft for approval 
in January 2013. Once this is approved, and we anticipate a decision in the near future, the final 
version of the Plan will be published on the Park’s website. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
autonomy Cairngorm National Park Authority has regarding its use of Gaelic. 

 (S4W-13421) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Cairngorms National Park Authority recognises that Gaelic is an integral and 
important part of the culture of the National Park and encourages its partners to support the Gaelic 
language. The Park Authority’s commitment to promoting Gaelic is set out in its Gaelic Language Plan 
as required by the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005. 

While the Park Authority has the ability to manage the use of the Gaelic language in relation to its 
own assets and resources, it has no authority to compel its partners, including private land owners, 
local authorities, public bodies and community groups, to take similar action. 

Through its National Park Partnership Plan the Park seeks to deliver a broad range of agreed and 
co-ordinated action which supports the continued development of the Park and delivery of Scottish 
Government objectives. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
receive the report from Health Protection Scotland on the incidence of radioactive substances at 
DaIgety Bay and the effect on residents. 

 (S4W-13441) 

Richard Lochhead: Health Protection Scotland has no role in relation to the radioactive 
contamination at Dalgety Bay. However, in October 2012, the Health Protection Agency published its 
risk assessment and advice on the health risks at Dalgety Bay. 

A full risk assessment is expected to be published by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency in 
May 2013. In the meantime, protection measures at Dalgety Bay including signage and monthly 
monitoring are considered to provide an appropriate level of protection. 

http://cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/about-us/publications


 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what preparations it is making to ensure that its IT systems can cope with the new area payments 
system for landowners. 

 (S4W-13459) 

Richard Lochhead: We have commenced a significant programme of work to re-engineer the 
business and IT processes which underpin the delivery of rural payments and inspections and to 
deliver CAP Reform. This is a long term programme of IT enabled business change, which will deliver 
significant improvements to the services which customers receive in the coming years. As part of this, 
a competitive tender was issued late last year to secure an IT delivery partner. During this year and 
through 2014, we will be engaging directly with our customers to get their views on what can be 
improved and how the new systems will operate. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
seals were shot under licence in the fourth reporting period in 2012. 

 (S4W-13482) 

Richard Lochhead: This information can be found on the Scottish Government web-site at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing 

The figures show that overall 5% fewer seals were shot under licence in 2012 than in 2011. 

Information on seal licences issued for 2013 will be published on the web-site in the near future. 

Finance 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12852 by Nicola Sturgeon on 4 March 2013, when it was 
announced that the two schemes on the A9 would be brought forward and whether they have been 
affected by the additional £394 million of capital allocated in the 2012 Autumn Statement. 

 (S4W-13465) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The announcement to start construction of the Luncarty to Birnam scheme in 
2017 was made on 31 January 2012. The announcement to start construction of the Kincraig to 
Dalraddy scheme in 2015-16 was made on 26 June 2012. 

These two schemes were therefore not affected by the additional £394 million of capital allocated in 
the 2012 Autumn Statement. The update on the progress of dualling works on the A9 included in the 
answer to question S4W-12852 was provided as additional information. 

Governance and Communities 

Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
replied to the open letter from Doreen Lawrence and Dr Richard Stone regarding the review of the 
public sector equality duty and, if so, when. 

 (S4O-1915) 

Alex Neil: The First Minister replied on 20 December 2012. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
each local authority has performed in delivering its universal home insulation targets. 

 

Holding answer issued: 7 March 2013 (S4W-12949) 

Margaret Burgess: Across Scotland, in its first year, the Universal Home Insulation Scheme 
delivered 34,371 measures at a cost to the Scottish Government of just over £9.6 million. In 
comparison to earlier schemes aimed at providing basic domestic energy efficiency measures, the 
Universal Home Insulation Scheme (which offered measures free of charge to private sector 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing


households within areas selected by local authorities) had much higher levels of take-up. As such, it 
has been very successful and has represented excellent value for money for the Scottish Government, 
both in terms of cost per measure and cost per tonne/carbon saved. 

Targets for the number of measures to be installed are initially proposed by local authorities in their 
applications for UHIS funding, then revised and agreed with the Scottish Government in the light of 
actual funding awarded. Targets are then set out in offers of grant, and in any additional offers of grant 
made for the year concerned. All local authorities were encouraged to set ambitious targets. 

Reporting requirements and performance assessment processes are being reviewed as part of the 
process of moving from UHIS to the new local authority area-based schemes to be delivered under 
the Home Energy Scotland fuel poverty and energy efficiency programmes for 2013-14. 

The following table shows how each of the 27 local authorities which participated in the Universal 
Home Insulation Scheme (UHIS) in 2010-11 performed against their targets for the installation of 
measures, as set out in their grant offer letters.  Note that UHIS did not operate in Angus, 
Clackmannanshire, Dumfries and Galloway, Shetland or West Lothian, in 2010-11. The data for 2011-
12 is not yet complete, because councils have until March 2013 to complete installations of measures 
in hard-to-treat properties undertaken as part of their 2011-12 programme. This data will be published 
later in 2013.  

Local Authority Virgin Loft 
(CERT) 

Cavity Wall 
Insulation 
(CERT) 

Loft 
Top-Up 

Other 
measures 

(2) 

Total 
(all 

measures) 

Aberdeen City Target 303 500 1,961 228 2,992 

Performance (1) 836 434 1,242 111 2,623 

Aberdeenshire Target 150 200 1,900 0 2,250 

Performance 255 68 1,086 0 1,409 

Argyll and Bute Target 55 51 100 85 291 

Performance (5) 53 9 147 24 233 

Dundee City Target 17 640 50 240 947 

Performance (1) 11 456 51 641 1,159 

East Ayrshire Target 320 640 960 0 1,920 

Performance 142 199 266 0 607 

East Dunbartonshire Target 775 775 215 0 1,765 

Performance 180 861 775 0 1,816 

East Lothian Target 683 400 171 0 1,254 

Performance 184 475 454 37 1,150 

East Renfrewshire Target  300 200 0 0 500 

Performance 1 50 110 0 161 

Edinburgh Target 833 59 255 1,017 2,164 

Performance 257 19 349 484 1,109 

Eilean Siar Target 95 237 95 0 427 

Performance 29 294 120 0 443 

Falkirk Target 30 750 2,250 0 3,030 

Performance 496 672 1,217 1,272 3,657 

Fife Target 991 2,233 2,223 0 5,447 

Performance 917 1,541 1,770 212 4,440 

Glasgow City Target 385 174 135 125 819 

Performance 307 524 571 0 1,402 

Highland Target 550 889 1606 0 3045 

Performance 331 362 1,126 104 1,923 

Inverclyde Target 316 127 306 500 1,249 

Performance 229 220 381 0 830 

Midlothian Target 133 13 0 506 652 

Performance (3) 20 18 56 198 292 



Local Authority Virgin Loft 
(CERT) 

Cavity Wall 
Insulation 
(CERT) 

Loft 
Top-Up 

Other 
measures 

(2) 

Total 
(all 

measures) 

Moray Target 20 5 160 0 185 

Performance (4) 0 0 41 0 41 

North Ayrshire Target 133 267 400 70 870 

Performance 133 99 189 137 558 

North Lanarkshire Target 280 365 0 0 645 

Performance 55 494 194 0 743 

Orkney Target N/A N/A N/A 40 40 

Performance (5) N/A N/A N/A 25 25 

Perth and Kinross Target 319 467 1,275 540 2,601 

Performance 317 133 897 1,320 2,667 

Renfrewshire Target 696 1,160 870 0 2,726 

Performance 167 447 318 0 932 

Scottish Borders Target 985 1,198 919 0 3,102 

Performance 296 357 693 21 1,367 

South Ayrshire Target 470 630 850 0 1,950 

Performance 169 410 520 0 1,099 

South Lanarkshire Target 300 2,129 353 0 2,782 

Performance (5) 204 1,717 349 0 2,270 

Stirling Target 33 771 316 0 1,120 

Performance 36 752 360 0 1,148 

West Dunbartonshire Target 0 50 200 0 250 

Performance 0 77 190 0 267 

Notes: 
1. Performance figures for Aberdeen City and Dundee have been revised since the publication of the 
Home Energy Programmes Detailed Report 2009/2012 published in June 2012, available from the 
Energy Saving Trust website: www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Home-Energy-
Scotland/Energy-Assistance-Package/Programme-statistics 
2. “Other measures” include tank/pipe lagging, draught-proofing, radiator panels, under-floor 
insulation, fuel switching, gas connections, as well as more complex/higher-cost interventions such as 
internal and external solid wall projects. 
3. Midlothian Council’s project was mainly for gas connections, which is estimated to contribute an 
extra 255 tonnes of CO2 saving per annum. 
4. Moray Council trialled a voucher scheme which proved relatively unsuccessful in terms of take-up – 
their 2011/12 scheme was redesigned in the light of this. 
5. Projects in Orkney and in Argyll and Bute focussed on hard-to-treat/solid walls.  South Lanarkshire’s 
project dealt with the removal of earlier failed insulation and its replacement. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
£20 million of funding announced on 18 February 2013 for shared equity schemes to assist first-time 
buyers on low to moderate incomes will be available from 1 April 2013. 

 

Holding answer issued: 12 March 2013 (S4W-13274) 

Margaret Burgess: Yes, the £20 million funding allocated to the Scottish Government’s Low Cost 
Initiative for First Time Buyers shared equity schemes will be available from 1 April 2013. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it plans to help first-time home buyers in 2013-14. 

 

Holding answer issued: 13 March 2013 (S4W-13308) 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Home-Energy-Scotland/Energy-Assistance-Package/Programme-statistics
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Home-Energy-Scotland/Energy-Assistance-Package/Programme-statistics


Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government will continue to help first time buyers through its Low-
cost Initiative for First Time Buyers (LIFT) schemes. On 18 February 2013, the Deputy First Minister 
and Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities announced the allocation of £20 million 
for 2013-14 to help first time buyers access home ownership through its LIFT shared equity schemes. 

Help for first time buyers will also continue to be provided under other LIFT initiatives which include 
shared ownership and the new supply shared equity scheme.  

In addition, a Scottish Government guarantee has facilitated the launch by Homes for Scotland of 
the MI New Home mortgage indemnity scheme, which enables credit-worthy borrowers to access a 
95% loan to value mortgage for new build homes with a maximum value of £250,000. Three of 
Scotland’s biggest lenders and 22 housebuilders now support the scheme, creating new opportunities 
for first-time buyers and others throughout much of the country. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have taken part in its initiatives to help first-time home buyers. 

 

Holding answer issued: 13 March 2013 (S4W-13309) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government’s Low-cost Initiative for First Time Buyers (LIFT) 
brings together a range of initiatives to help first time buyers access home ownership where this is 
affordable and sustainable for them. The schemes are the Open Market Shared Equity Scheme, the 
New Supply Shared Equity Scheme, the New Supply Shared Equity with Developers Scheme, and 
Shared Ownership. From 2007-2012, these schemes have helped over 7,000 people access home 
ownership. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
households have been given support by the Home Owners, Support Fund. 

 (S4W-13354) 

Margaret Burgess: 325 households were helped by the Home Owners’ Support Fund in 2011-12. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
budget is for the Home Owners’ Support Fund for (a) 2013-14 and (b) 2014-15. 

 (S4W-13355) 

Margaret Burgess: £10 million has been allocated to the Home Owners’ Support Fund for each of 
the years 2013-14 and 2014-15. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
establish a set of minimum physical, locational, service and management standards for temporary 
accommodation. 

 (S4W-13356) 

Margaret Burgess: Prior to considering establishment of minimum standards, the Scottish 
Government is assembling a clearer evidence base on standards in temporary accommodation, 
working closely with our local authority partners and organisations like Shelter Scotland. 

We have invited Shelter and the other stakeholders to highlight concerns or evidence of poor quality 
standards of temporary accommodation in Scotland. I have also asked the joint Scottish 
Government/COSLA Homelessness Prevention Group to examine this issue, and discuss any action 
required.  

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the effectiveness and sufficiency of the policy that 25% of new housing units should be 
affordable housing. 



 (S4W-13357) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government’s policy on the implementation of local affordable 
housing policies is set out in Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) which makes it clear that authorities may 
seek a percentage contribution from developers for affordable housing where this is justified. SPP 
encourages authorities to be realistic, flexible and to consider viability in applying such policies. The 
Chief Planner wrote to all local authorities in March 2011 reminding them of this requirement in view of 
the current economic climate. SPP is currently under review, and a consultation draft will be published 
in Spring this year. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many hits 
the Landlord Registration Scotland website has received in each year. 

 (S4W-13358) 

Margaret Burgess: No records are kept of the number of individual hits on the Landlord 
Registration Scotland website. 

However, a total of 211,339 applications for registration have been made on the website between 
inception of the system on 30 April 2006 and 31 January 2013. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
cases the Private Rented Housing Panel has dealt with in each year. 

 (S4W-13359) 

Margaret Burgess: The Private Rented Housing Panel was launched on 3 September 2007 and 
deals with 2 types of cases, rent assessment and repairing standard cases. The figures for each are 
as follows. 

Year Rent Repairs 

2007 (from 3 September) 19 28 

2008 67 115 

2009 79 124 

2010 71 194 

2011 75 229 

2012 47 232 

2013 (to 4 March) 1 37 

 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to ensure that the review of the European Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 
maintains a high level of protection for the environment in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13362) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government is committed to supporting the continuous development of 
more efficient and effective environmental impact assessment practice in Scotland. Officials across 
the Scottish Government recently hosted a series of seminars aimed at better understanding the 
European Commission's detailed proposals for amending this Directive, and the likely impact of those 
proposals in light of this objective. We are currently analysing the seminar findings and will publish a 
written summary in due course. We will use the seminar findings to inform our on-going engagement 
with UK and European partners including engagement with ministers and officials in Ireland, given 
their role in the Presidency of the European Council of Ministers. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-12540 by Margaret Burgess on 28 February 2013, whether it will break down the 
estimates provided by parliamentary (a) constituency and (b) region and what information it has on the 
estimates broken down by DWP districts in Scotland. 



 (S4W-13436) 

Margaret Burgess: Impact assessments of the changes published by the Scottish Government and 
the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) provide analyses of numbers affected by local authority 
area within Scotland. The following table provides links to these published sources. Estimates are not 
available by constituency nor by DWP district. 

Summary information on recipients of housing benefit analysed by UK Parliamentary constituency 
and by local authority area can be obtained using a tabulation tool on the DWP website at: 
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/index.php?page=tabtool 

Housing benefit change Implementation date Sources of information on 
numbers affected in  local 

authority areas
1 

Changes to local housing allowance rates 
for tenants in private rented sector.   
       - Removing £15 excess. 
       - Restriction to 4 bedroom rate. 
       - Capping LHA rates by bedroom size. 
       - Basing LHA rates on 30

th
 percentile 

rent. 

Phased in from 1 April 
2011 

 

DWP Impact Assessment of 
the changes to Local 
Housing Allowance from 
April 2011 
DWP impact assessment of 
LHA changes:  Detailed 
tables 

Local housing allowance rate for single 
people without dependants aged 25 – 34 
restricted to the rate for a room with shared 
facilities. 

Phased in from  
1 April 2011 

Impact of limiting LHA to 
shared accommodation rate 
for single people aged 25 to 
34  

Under occupation penalty for working age 
households in local authority or housing 
association housing. 
- penalty of 14% of rent for those assessed 
as under occupying by 1 room. 
- penalty of 25% of rent for those assessed 
as under occupying by 2 or more rooms. 

From 1 April 2013 See note 2. 
Impact of under occupancy 
penalty 

 

Overall cap on benefits, which will initially 
be implemented through a reduction in 
housing benefit. 

To be phased in from 
1 April 2013 

The Benefit Cap - 
Assessment of impact in 
Scotland 

Uprating local housing allowance rates by 
the lower of consumer price index or actual 
increase in the 30

th
 percentile rate. 

April 2011 

See note 3.Department for 
work & pensions tabulation 
tool 

Restricting the uprating of local housing 
allowance rates to a maximum of 1% per 
year for two years from 2014-15. 

April 2014 

Notes: 
1. Since some households may have been affected by more than one of the changes it is not possible 
to aggregate the estimates for the impact of each change to give the total number of households 
affected. 
2. This analysis was based on the position in 2011 which gave an estimated 94,000 households 
affected in Scotland. We currently estimate that around 105,000 households in Scotland will be 
affected. Thus, the local authority estimates in the analysis may slightly understate the number of 
households affected in each local authority area.  
3. This source, the DWP tabulation tool, provides information on numbers of housing benefit recipients 
by tenure by local authority and by parliamentary constituency. All recipients of local housing 
allowance (LHA) are potentially affected by these changes. The effect on households will depend on 
whether private landlords continue to rent to households on housing benefit at LHA rates restricted in 
this way. 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government on 
how many occasions Health Facilities Scotland has reviewed the cleanliness of medical tools or 
instruments in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11 and (d) 2011-12 and what further action was 
taken, broken down by (i) NHS board area and (ii) facility. 

 (S4W-13100) 

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/index.php?page=tabtool
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/local-authority-staff/housing-benefit/claims-processing/local-housing-allowance/impact-of-changes.shtml
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/local-authority-staff/housing-benefit/claims-processing/local-housing-allowance/impact-of-changes.shtml
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/local-authority-staff/housing-benefit/claims-processing/local-housing-allowance/impact-of-changes.shtml
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/local-authority-staff/housing-benefit/claims-processing/local-housing-allowance/impact-of-changes.shtml
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/impacts-of-hb-proposals-tables.xls
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/impacts-of-hb-proposals-tables.xls
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/impacts-of-hb-proposals-tables.xls
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/marketcontextmaterials/ImpactSharedAccomm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/marketcontextmaterials/ImpactSharedAccomm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/marketcontextmaterials/ImpactSharedAccomm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/marketcontextmaterials/ImpactSharedAccomm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges/BenefitChangesUnderOccupancy
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges/BenefitChangesUnderOccupancy
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges/Thebenefitcap
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges/Thebenefitcap
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Alex Neil: Whilst Health Facilities Scotland engineers carry out testing of equipment used for 
decontamination (e.g. ultrasonic cleaners, washer disinfectors and sterilisers) to ensure they comply 
with the relevant guidance and British/European/International Standards they do not review the 
cleanliness of medical tools or instruments. 

It is for the operator of the decontamination unit to put in place arrangements to monitor the 
cleanliness of decontaminated tools or instruments. In the case of centralised decontamination units, it 
is the responsibility of the relevant NHS Board. 

Health Facilities Scotland provides advice and support to NHSScotland on decontamination matters, 
including the provision of on-site support to NHS Boards. 

Learning and Justice 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
strategic assessment it has carried out of the security needs of and threats faced by an independent 
Scotland. 

 (S4O-1923) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The primary function of government is to ensure the security of its citizens and to 
protect them, their property and way of life against threats. An independent Scotland will have security 
arrangements that are proportionate, fit for purpose, and reflect a full strategic assessment of 
Scotland’s needs and the threats we may face. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will protect 
courses for adults with learning difficulties during college regionalisation. 

 (S4O-1924) 

Michael Russell: College Regionalisation is about delivering education more efficiently and 
effectively, it is not about cutting the provision of education. Thousands of students with learning 
disabilities are benefitting, and will continue to benefit, from the services that our colleges offer, 
including the benefits that flow from improved delivery. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
legal aid criteria apply to relatives applying for a (a) continuing or (b) welfare power of attorney. 

 (S4W-13400) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Arrangements for powers of attorney are contained within the Adults with 
Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000. Individuals, while they have capacity, can grant a person or persons 
they trust powers to act as their continuing and/or welfare attorney in case capacity is lost at some 
future point. It is not the case that an individual’s relatives can apply on their behalf. 

Civil legal aid is not available for power of attorney applications. A grant of advice and assistance 
from a solicitor may be available subject to the Scottish Legal Aid Board’s statutory tests of financial 
eligibility. The solicitor acting will advise on eligibility and decide whether the power of attorney can be 
drawn up and registered with the Office of the Public Guardian within the available expenditure of £95. 
If this is insufficient, the solicitor can request an increase in authorised expenditure from the Scottish 
Legal Aid Board if required, to enable them to complete the work. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many children 
with a parent in prison are in (a) foster, (b) residential and (c) kinship care. 

 (S4W-13404) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government does not collect this data. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what costs have 
been incurred in each year since 2007 as a result of children being taken into care following a parent 
being sent to prison. 



 (S4W-13405) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government does not collect this data centrally and has made no 
estimate of these costs. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much money it has available due to capital underspend and whether it will consider using some of this 
money to keep the University Marine Biological Station Millport open.  

 (S4W-13499) 

John Swinney: We are currently working to ensure that we spend in full our capital budget for this 
financial year. If any underspends emerge we will consider appropriate deployment recognising limited 
timescales. In relation to the University Marine Biology Station Millport, this is currently in the 
ownership of the University of London, and therefore not a fundable body. 

Transport Scotland 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much (a) West Lothian and (b) Fife Council will pay toward the cost of the 
Forth Replacement Crossing. 

 (S4W-13382) 

Keith Brown: The Forth Replacement Crossing will be fully funded through Scottish Government 
capital budgets. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the average cost per kilometre has been for the construction of new roads 
in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-13383) 

Keith Brown: Schemes vary considerably in terms of their nature, location, complexity of design 
and the environmental constraints that governs that design. The average cost per kilometre for the 
construction of new roads in each year since 1999 is contained in the following table. 

The 2008 figure reflects the cost of the M74 Completion which was a particularly complex project, 
largely comprising of elevated structures located in a geometrically constrained brownfield site. 
Despite these challenges, the M74 Project was completed ahead of schedule and under budget. 

The year noted is the year in which construction commenced on a scheme.  

Year Average 
cost per 
Km/Lane 

Number 
of Km's 

  £M   

1999 0.29 3.00 

2000 *   

2001 0.48 9.26 

2002 1.44 27.30 

2003 2.29 9.80 

2004 *   

2005 *   

2006 1.26 22.90 

2007 1.50 18.10 

2008 18.54 8.00 

2009 1.94 20.40 

2010 2.85 11.20 

2011 *  

2012 *  



Note*: No schemes commenced in these years. 

Costs for schemes which were predominantly junctions or interchanges have been excluded as 
these are not considered representative. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
was consulted by Transport Scotland about new trunk road signage on the A9 at Longman roundabout 
at Inverness and, if so, what advice was given. 

 (S4W-13416) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland is responsible for the management and maintenance of the trunk 
road network on behalf of Scottish Ministers and implements the policy of the Scottish Government in 
terms of bilingual signs. This policy is that bilingual signs should be installed on all trunk roads in the 
north west of Scotland, including the A82. Unfortunately, there are numerous technical challenges in 
implementing this infrastructure in the urban area of Inverness. A study and re-design of all trunk road 
signs in Inverness has been completed, however any implementation will be subject to available 
funding and competing priorities across the Scottish trunk road network.  A decision was taken not to 
include bilingual signs on the A82 approach to Longman as part of the recent improvement, for 
reasons of consistency and cost, however these signs will be replaced when funding levels allow. 

As part of the advanced preparation works connected with the resurfacing of A9 Kessock Bridge, our 
operating company, Scotland TranServ, redesigned the layout of the Longman roundabout, including 
the introduction of traffic lights and a dedicated left-turn lane from Stadium Road. It was necessary to 
modify existing signing on the A9 to reflect these new arrangements. The most cost-effective method 
was to amend the existing signs by affixing plates. There are no new signs on the A9. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when reconstruction 
will begin on the southern approach viaduct of the Kincardine Bridge. 

 (S4W-13484) 

Keith Brown: The scheme is in the current trunk road programme and will be taken forward at the 
earliest possible opportunity, when funding allows. Accordingly, it is not possible at this stage to 
provide any start dates for the specific aspects of the works required. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when realignment will 
begin on the northern approach to the Kincardine Bridge. 

 (S4W-13485) 

Keith Brown: The scheme is in the current trunk road programme and will be taken forward at the 
earliest possible opportunity, when funding allows. Accordingly, it is not possible at this stage to 
provide any start dates for the specific aspects of the works required. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when reconstruction 
will begin on the guardrails and footways of the Kincardine Bridge. 

 (S4W-13486) 

Keith Brown: The scheme is in the current trunk road programme and will be taken forward at the 
earliest possible opportunity, when funding allows. Accordingly, it is not possible at this stage to 
provide any start dates for the specific aspects of the works required. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-13346 
S4W-13372 


