
Monday 11 March 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what research has been carried out to examine the reasons for the decline in 
honey bee numbers. 

 (S4W-13041) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is involved both directly and indirectly in a number of 
areas which are examining the reasons for the decline in honey bee numbers. This includes: 

The launch in 2010 of the 10-year honey bee health strategy which aims to develop education, 
training, knowledge transfer and communications as well as promote surveillance, diagnosis, 
biosecurity and research and development. 

Contributing half a million pounds to the insect pollinators initiative where nine projects have been 
funded to look into the causes and consequences of insect pollinator decline. 

The completion of the first Scotland-wide honey bee health survey where inspections have taken 
place and samples collected from most parts of the country. A report is being prepared that will 
provide a snapshot of the nation’s bee health and will be used to inform future decisions relating to 
bee health and treatment of diseases, pests and emerging threats. 

Sentinel Apiaries being set up to monitor high risk areas (such as ports and airports) and provide 
early warning of evidence of new exotic pests and diseases. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding for 
community spending has been generated by landfill tax credits since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 6 March 2013 (S4W-13164) 

 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. The Landfill Tax 
Communities Fund and the credit system are currently reserved and is regulated by ENTRUST on 
behalf of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs. 

The Scottish Government estimates that around £4.54 million was spent on projects in Scotland 
during 2010-11. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that 
communities most affected by nearby landfill operations are the main beneficiaries of the money 
available from landfill tax credits and that it is not spent in communities that are not affected. 

 

Holding answer issued: 6 March 2013 (S4W-13167) 

 

Richard Lochhead: As set out in our consultation paper, Protecting Our Resources - Consultation 
on a Scottish Landfill Tax, it is the intention that communities in close proximity to landfill sites will 
remain the main beneficiaries of the proposed replacement landfill tax credit system. We are also 
proposing to retain the ability for environmental groups to access the fund to protect biodiversity and 
habitats. 

The distribution mechanism will be decided at a later stage following further consultation with 
stakeholders. 

 



Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12319 by Richard Lochhead on 25 January 2013, what 
information on pesticides is collected by (a) farmers and (b) Science and Advice for Scottish 
Agriculture and how often. 

Holding answer issued: 6 March 2013 (S4W-13171) 

Richard Lochhead: Under European pesticide legislation, farmers are required to keep at least 
three years of records of the pesticides they use, which includes the name, the time and the dose of 
application, the area and the crop where the pesticide was used. 

The Scottish Government’s Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture (SASA) collect data on 
pesticide use on arable crops, soft fruit crops, vegetable crops and protected edible crops biennially, 
and pesticide use on grassland and fodder crops once every four years. 

The pesticide data collected by SASA includes the rate applied, total quantity/volume used, area 
treated at each application, crop treated, details of which products are applied in the same tank, and 
date of application. This data is collected from a sample of farmers designed to be representative of 
Scottish pesticide use. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its officials told the crofters on Raasay about the consideration that would be given to tenders 
received for the lease to manage shooting and fishing on the island. 

 (S4W-13253) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Notice to Quit was issued to the Raasay Crofters Association on 1 November 
2011. The duplicate Notice was signed by the Association on 25 November 2011 and returned as 
acknowledgement of receipt. No further contact was made by the Association throughout the year 
until receipt of their offer for the new lease on 14 December 2012. 

On 10 January 2013 the Association called the Scottish Government to discuss its bid. The caller 
was informed that letters had been issued, the Association had been unsuccessful in its bid and that it 
was lowest of five offers received. Following receipt of the aforementioned letter, the Association 
telephoned again outlining its concerns. We asked the Association to make its representations in 
writing so we could address them fully.  

The Particulars of Let attached to the tender clearly stated that the highest or any offer may not be 
accepted. Ministers were not involved in the award of the contract to South Ayrshire Stalking. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how its broadband 
policy supports cabinet upgrades in (a) rural, (b) semi-urban and (c) urban areas. 

 (S4W-13348) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government’s Step Change 2015 programme – which will deliver 
infrastructure capable of delivering next generation broadband by 2015 – is technology and supplier 
neutral. The extent to which the programme will involve upgrades to BT cabinets will depend on the 
detail of the contracts awarded under the Highlands and Islands and the Rest of Scotland 
Procurement exercises. 

The focus of the Scottish Government’s broadband policy is to address the digital divide by 
extending the infrastructure needed to deliver next generation broadband to those areas where the 
market will currently not go. The focus of Step Change investment will therefore predominantly be in 
rural areas.  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when Scottish 
Water’s customer forum will be established. 

 (S4W-13349) 



Nicola Sturgeon: The Customer Forum was established in Autumn 2011 with the task of bringing 
the customers voice to the table in determining future service levels, investment priorities, and how 
much customers should pay for water and waste water services. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how issues raised 
by Scottish Water’s customer forum will inform Scottish Water’s work programme. 

 (S4W-13350) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Customer Forum is already participating effectively in the on-going process 
of determining Scottish Water’s investment and service level priorities. The Forum is working with 
Scottish Water in scrutinising its customer research programme, analysing and interpreting the 
results. Key stakeholders across the industry – the Scottish Government, the Water Industry 
Commission, and Scottish Water itself - have acknowledged that the customer voice in decisions 
about water and wastewater service provision can be strengthened. The Forum will make sure that 
customers’ opinions are heard and taken into account in determining charges and spending priorities 
in the next price setting period. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much of 
Scottish Water’s operational budget is spent addressing flooding events. 

 (S4W-13351) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This is an operational matter for Scottish Water. I have asked Scottish Water’s 
chief executive to write to you to provide these details. 

For each regulatory period, the Scottish Ministers direct Scottish Water as to the improvements it 
must deliver. The improvements required for this period are available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/917/0088613.pdf. 

In relation to customer service, which also includes measures in relation to sewer flooding, Scottish 
Water is required to improve its performance to deliver the upper quartile performance achieved by 
the industry in England and Wales by 2015. Further information on the basket of measures that 
describe customer service and the targets set is available on an information sheet provided by the 
Water Industry Commission for Scotland at:  

http://www.watercommission.co.uk/UserFiles/Documents/Updated%20Public%20Information%20No
te%20OPA.pdf. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much of 
Scottish Water’s operational budget is spent addressing pluvial flooding. 

 (S4W-13353) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13351 on 11 March 2013. 

Scottish Water is named as a Responsible Authority under the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) 
Act 2009. Amongst other duties, this requires it to participate in efforts to assess and mitigate the risk 
of flood arising from the public sewerage network. Currently, six projects are underway in partnership 
with Local Authorities and SEPA in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Grangemouth, Aberdeen, Dundee and the 
Irvine coastline to understand better the performance of drainage and sewerage networks. 

As I announced on 25 February, a package of investment worth some £250 million over the next 
five years for Glasgow has been informed by the excellent work undertaken by the Metropolitan 
Glasgow Strategic Drainage Partnership. This will relieve flooding at numerous locations across 
Glasgow and deliver significant improvements to the quality of the water in the River Clyde. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/917/0088613.pdf
http://www.watercommission.co.uk/UserFiles/Documents/Updated%20Public%20Information%20Note%20OPA.pdf
http://www.watercommission.co.uk/UserFiles/Documents/Updated%20Public%20Information%20Note%20OPA.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will provide the number of personal bankruptcy cases (a) discharged by the Accountant in Bankruptcy 
and (b) in which the Accountant in Bankruptcy restricted the hours charged for work by trustees in the 
same year in the latest year for which information is available 

 (S4W-13363) 

John Swinney: Between 1 April 2011 and 31 March 2012, the Accountant in Bankruptcy (AiB) 
discharged 12,106 personal bankruptcy cases. For the same time period, AiB restricted the hours 
charged for work by trustees in 19 cases. When considering trustee accounts, AiB will disallow hours 
charged that are not appropriate and reduce the number of hours claimed if they appear excessive. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
process the Accountant in Bankruptcy uses when discharging bankruptcies to ensure that excessive 
hours are not charged for work. 

 (S4W-13364) 

John Swinney: For those cases where the Accountant in Bankruptcy (AiB) is trustee the 
remuneration claimed is determined in accordance with the Bankruptcy Fees etc. (Scotland) 
Regulations 2012. 

Where a private trustee is in place, a breakdown of the hours incurred and a summary of the work 
carried out must be supplied to AiB for determination. This must take the format shown in the 
Statement of Insolvency Practice (Scotland) 9 which insolvency practitioners are required to comply 
with. This “time matrix” provides details of the categories of work carried out, the grade of staff that 
carried out the work and the hourly rate charged. 

Whilst AiB has no authority to alter the hourly rate charged, it will carefully examine each entry on 
the matrix and time sheets to ensure that the work carried out was necessary, the time claimed 
reasonable and the work was carried out by the appropriate grade of staff. Where fees are in excess 
of £15,000 over a 12 month period, an examination of their files is also carried out to substantiate the 
entries on the timesheets. When necessary, AiB will disallow hours that are not appropriate, amend 
the time matrix to ensure the appropriate hourly rate is claimed, and reduce the number of hours 
claimed if they appear excessive. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the lease held by the crofters on Raasay to manage fishing and shooting on the island was due to 
end. 

 (S4W-13251) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The lease for the Raasay sporting rights held by the Raasay Crofters 
Association expired on 28 November 2012 and a notice to quit was issued on 1 November 2011. 
However, as the First Minister announced on 28 February, the notice to quit has been revoked and 
the existing terms of the original lease have been rolled forward so that the lease will end on 1 March 
2014. As I have stated to the community this will allow for consultation with the community on Raasay 
as to the future model of management of sporting rights that will optimise the community benefit to the 
islanders 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when a process will be in place for determining funding allocations to local authorities for flooding 
projects after 2015 and what organisations it plans to involve in this process. 

 (S4W-13260) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is in discussion with COSLA to agree the principles 
and process for a funding scheme for flooding projects after 2015. The next meeting between COSLA 
and Scottish Government officials will take place on 3 April 2013. 

All funding allocations for the next round of flooding projects are, at present, dependent on 
decisions taken following the outcome of the UK Government's forthcoming Spending Review. 



 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
regarding street level cabinet exchanges it has had with broadband operators who have received 
public money to upgrade exchanges. 

 (S4W-13367) 

Nicola Sturgeon: BT is the only broadband operator to have received public money to upgrade 
exchanges, through the Scottish Government’s 2005 Broadband for Scotland Project. 

Discussions regarding telephone exchanges and cabinets are likely to form part of the on-going 
procurement exercises for the Step Change 2015 Programme. The programme, which is technology 
neutral, will deliver next generation broadband connectivity throughout Scotland by 2015 and is 
progressing through two procurements – for the Highlands and Islands, and the rest of Scotland. 
Detailed rollout plans in respect of both procurements will not be known until after the contracts are 
awarded. 

Finance 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what new programme pipeline works were included in the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011: 
Updated Programme Pipeline (January 2013) compared with the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011. 

Holding answer issued: 5 March 2013 (S4W-12858) 

 

Nicola Sturgeon: There were no additions to the programme pipeline. The programme pipeline 
updates the programme information published in December 2011 as part of Annex C of the 
Infrastructure Investment Plan, for example in relation to costs and timeframes. 

Governance and Communities 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what organisations have received funding from the £300,000 it announced on 21 January 2013 for 
advice services dealing with requests for advice due to the UK Government’s welfare reforms; how 
much each has received; for what purpose in each case, and what regions will receive support from 
the fund. 

 (S4W-13235) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The organisations that have received funding from the £300,000 announced on 
21 January operate across Scotland. This funding is intended to relieve immediate pressure on advice 
organisations that are experiencing increased demands on their services as a result of the UK 
Government’s welfare reforms.  

The breakdown of funding that has been allocated is detailed in the following table. 

Organisation Amount Purpose 

CAS £157,532 
 

Regional Seminars focusing on 
changes to the welfare system 
for CAB managers  
Local Bureaux awareness raising 
sessions in relation to welfare 
benefits and changes to the welfare 
system  

Capability Scotland £9,018 
 

Additional training and resources 
for frontline advice and support 
services in relation to welfare 
benefits 

One Parent Families Scotland £19,000 
 

General welfare reform and 
Universal Credit sessions for 
staff to help them advise lone 
parents.  
Training for staff on the new 



Organisation Amount Purpose 

Child Maintenance scheme. 

Shelter Scotland £11,160 
 

Additional training and resources 
for frontline advice and support 
services in relation to welfare 
benefits 

Age Scotland £5,700 
 

Additional training and resources 
for frontline advice and support 
services in relation to welfare 
benefits 

Money Advice Scotland £18,950 
 

Upskill debt advisers on the 
implications of welfare reform 
through regional seminars   

Enable £8,856 
 

Additional training and resources 
for frontline advice and support 
services in relation to welfare 
benefits 

Child Poverty Action Group £39,284 
 

Produce Universal Credit 
Handbooks for general advisers 
General awareness training for 
national organisations in relation 
to welfare benefits and changes to 
the welfare system 
Welfare related training for front 
line staff 

Child Poverty Action Group £14,059   Delivery of relevant welfare benefits 
advice and training for front-line 
staff, specialising in children related 
issues. 

Barnardos £8,903 Providing relevant welfare benefits 
advice and training for front-line 
staff, specialising in children related 
issues. 

Children 1st £7,538 Providing relevant welfare benefits 
advice and training for front-line 
staff, specialising in children related 
issues. 

Total £300,000 

 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how the £1.7 million it announced on 21 January 2013 to provide support to advice services dealing 
with requests for advice due to the UK Government’s welfare reforms will be distributed; what criteria 
will be used to distribute it, and for what time period the fund will be available. 

Holding answer issued: 11 March 2013 (S4W-13236) 

 

Nicola Sturgeon: On 21 January, I announced a £5.4 million package of support for advice services, 

of which £1.7 million will be distributed by the Scottish Legal Aid Board. This funding will be available 

in financial year 2013-14. We are working with stakeholders on the detailed arrangements for this 

funding, including the application process and criteria, and further information will be made widely 

available as soon as the arrangements have been finalised. 
 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the willingness of broadband operators to upgrade cabinets in the context of its 
exchange upgrade programme. 

 (S4W-13368) 



Nicola Sturgeon: The willingness of broadband operators to upgrade cabinets will depend on the 
outcomes of on-going discussions which are taking place in relation to the Scottish Government’s 
Step Change 2015 Programme. This programme is progressing through two procurement exercises 
and detailed rollout plans, including the technological solutions, in respect of both procurements, will 
not be known until after the contracts are awarded. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to carry out a revaluation of the council tax bands. 

 (S4W-13398) 

John Swinney: Ministers consider the council tax to be unfair and have committed to freezing the 
tax for the duration of this Parliament to support hard pressed households. The Scottish Government 
will consult with others to produce a fairer local tax based on ability to pay later in this Parliament. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
critical incidents and (b) adverse events there have been since 2007-08 and, of these, how many 
have resulted in death, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-13036) 

Alex Neil:  This information is not held centrally. 

There is no nationally or internationally agreed definition of adverse event, Healthcare Improvement 
Scotland has been asked to develop a national approach to the management of adverse events and 
this will include an agreed definition. 

NHS boards are responsible for ensuring the quality, safety and effectiveness of the services they 
provide and as such, there are a range of mechanisms in place for the recording and management of 
adverse events across the NHS in Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance is 
issued to NHS boards on dealing with (a) adverse events and (b) critical incidents. 

 (S4W-13037) 

Alex Neil: In addition to a range of statutory requirements, a range of guidance has been provided 
to NHS Boards to deal with adverse events/critical incidents. This guidance can be found at: 
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk. 

 

NHS Quality Improvement Scotland published the Clinical Governance and Risk Management 
Standards in 2005 and these can be found at: http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org. 

In addition there is guidance and alerts circulated via the Medical and Healthcare Products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA)  

http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetyguidance/DeviceBulletins/index.htm. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether a copy of 
(a) an adverse event and (b) a critical incident report is routinely provided to staff who are directly 
involved. 

 (S4W-13038) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards are responsible for the local management of adverse events and the 

expectation is that all staff involved in such incidents, are made aware of any learning resulting from 

them. 
 
This expectation is set out in the Scottish Government’s Staff Governance Standard, under the 
Managing Health at Work PIN Guideline (2003), and the Clinical Governance and Risk Management 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetyguidance/DeviceBulletins/index.htm


Standard that were published in 2005 by NHS Quality Improvement Scotland. It is the responsibility of 
NHS boards to ensure this guidance is reflected in local policy and practice. 
 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the consultation on the establishment of a new food body for Scotland will be published. 

 (S4W-13061) 

Michael Matheson: The consultation on the establishment of a new food body for Scotland was 
launched on 28

 
February 2013. The consultation was published with the Scottish Parliament 

Information Centre (SPICe) under Bib number 54763. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on (a) hospital and (b) GP appointments being overbooked. 

 (S4W-13229) 

Alex Neil: Organising appointments and scheduling admissions to hospital is an operational matter 
for NHS boards. It has always been common practice to slightly overbook outpatient clinics to take 
account of the small number of patients who may not turn up on the day. This ensures that the most 
efficient use of clinical resources and ensure that all patients are seen as swiftly as possible. 

As independent contractors, GP practice partners are responsible for designing their own practice 
appointment systems to meet their service obligations. They are also responsible for ensuring that 
their reception staff are fully trained in prioritising appointment requests and making such bookings 
appropriately in accordance with practice procedures. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it is taking to promote choice for patients booking hospital outpatient 
appointments. 

 (S4W-13231) 

Alex Neil: Effective Patient Booking for NHS Scotland was issued by the Scottish Government in 
August 2012. This guidance promotes and identifies how NHS Boards should apply the principles of 
effective patient focussed booking practice consistently to offer appointment choice for patients 
throughout Scotland. 

In addition, further guidance has also been provided to boards in the attached link: 

www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_33.pdf. which sets out some of the other key principles of 
patient choice including such areas as suitable alternative providers and reasonable offers of 
appointments. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has been given an estimate of the “real investment/project costs” required to address NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s maintenance backlog, as per page 13 of its Property Asset 
Management Strategy published in August 2011 and, if so, what that figure is. 

 (S4W-13238) 

Alex Neil: NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has not provided Scottish Government with an estimate 
of the project cost to address back log maintenance identified in the Board’s Property and Asset 
Management Strategy. 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde is responsible for developing its capital investment programme 
which is subject to Scottish Government agreement through the local delivery plan approval process. 
The plan would include projects which address backlog maintenance, through a combination of 
replacement, rationalisation and disposal of properties as well as refurbishment. 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_33.pdf


It is expected that NHS boards will focus on high and significant risk backlog maintenance. This will 
be assessed through updated NHS board property and asset management strategies which NHS 
boards will be submitting to Scottish Government shortly. 

Learning and Justice 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many complaints were received from prisoners regarding their healthcare in each year between 2007 
and November 2011, broken down by prison. 

 (S4W-13042) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

Responsibility and accountability for the provision of health care services to prisoners transferred 
from the SPS to the National Health Service on 1 November 2011. As part of this change 
responsibility for prisoner complaints relating to their healthcare transferred to the respective health 
boards. 

The following table provides the number of healthcare complaints recorded by the SPS for each 
establishment from 2007 to 31 October 2011. 

Establishment 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

HMP Aberdeen 122 74 112 125 102 

HMP Addiewell
1
 N/A 2 766 845 932 

HMP Barlinnie 842 1036 1065 795 931 

HMP Cornton Vale 198 211 137 154 158 

HMP Dumfries 72 105 70 97 74 

HMP Edinburgh 561 597 733 681 562 

HMP Glenochil 344 575 431 430 528 

HMP Greenock 73 95 117 93 73 

HMP Inverness 24 22 16 18 15 

HMP Kilmarnock 362 491 364 491 530 

HMP Low Moss
2
 28 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

HMP Open Estate
3
 11 19 22 18 13 

HMP Perth 273 471 219 221 206 

HMP Peterhead
4
 77 98 80 116 28 

HMP Polmont 1 10 13 36 27 

HMP Shotts 379 391 393 329 336 

Total 3,367 4,197 4,538 4,449 4,515 

Notes: 
1. HMP Addiewell opened in December 2008 
2. HMP Low Moss closed in May 2007 
3. HMP Open Estate encompassed Castle Huntly and Noranside until 31

st
 October 2011 when 

Noranside closed 
4. Population change at HMP Peterhead during 2011, completed in May 2011 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how Skills 
Development Scotland monitors the (a) employment and (b) training status of people who (i) complete 
and (ii) do not complete modern apprenticeships and how this differs from other training programmes. 

 (S4W-13084) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I will ask the 
chief executive to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Minister for 
Youth Employment will meet the UK Minister for Employment to discuss the European Commission’s 
proposed youth guarantee. 

 (S4W-13086) 



Angela Constance: The Minister for Youth Employment had a telephone discussion with Mark 
Hoban MP, Minister for Employment on 31 January to discuss the European Commission’s proposed 
youth guarantee. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
provides to people who do not complete modern apprenticeships, in terms of (a) access to other 
programmes and (b) funding. 

 (S4W-13088) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I will ask the 
Chief Executive to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
Skills Development Scotland report, Modern Apprenticeship Outcomes 2012, includes a disclaimer 
concerning the accuracy of the commissioned research. 

 (S4W-13089) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I will ask the 
chief executive to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when Skills 
Development Scotland will publish the findings of the modern apprenticeship employer survey. 

 (S4W-13090) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I will ask the 
chief executive to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
spent on the modern apprenticeship programme in each year since 2006-07, broken down by gender 
of apprentice. 

 (S4W-13091) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I will ask the 
chief executive to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
cost of a modern apprenticeship has been in each year since 2006-07, broken down by gender of 
apprentice. 

 (S4W-13092) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I will ask the 
chief executive to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what methodology 
was used by Skills Development Scotland in its report, Modern Apprenticeship Outcomes 2012, and 
how the figures were weighted. 

 (S4W-13093) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I will ask the 
chief executive to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people in the Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley constituency who are on the Department of Work and 



Pensions' Work Programme have (a) applied for and (b) been granted funding from the local authority 
Skills Development and Employability Service. 

 (S4W-13234) 

John Swinney: East Ayrshire Council advises that only a small number, less than five people, have 
applied for access to provision available through the Skills Development and Employability Service. 
None have been granted funding.   

This is because the programme is part-funded through the European Social Fund (ESF). A key 
condition of ESF support is that is provides clear additionality to any other support in place which, as a 
result of the nature of the Work Programme design, East Ayrshire Council has been unable to do. 

 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many police traffic vehicles there are and how many there will be after the single police force comes 
into operation. 

 (S4W-13258) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold the requested information. This is a 
matter for the current eight police forces up until 31 March 2013, and for the Police Service of 
Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority from the 1 April 2013 onwards. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many arrests there have been at regulated football matches involving Scottish teams 
in each of the last three years, also broken down by charge. 

 (S4W-13277) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Information relating to arrests is not held centrally. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the one-year reconviction frequency rate is following a/an (a) custodial sentence, (b) 
discharge from custody, (c) community service order, (d) probation order, (e) restriction of liberty 
order, (f) drug treatment and testing order, (g) monetary sentence and (h) other type of non-custodial 
sentence in each of the last five years, also broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-13283) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This information is published as additional tables to the Reconviction 
Rates in Scotland: 2009-10 Offender Cohort statistical publication. These are available on the Scottish 
Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-
Justice/Datasets/ReconvictOffendDatasets/reconchar0809  

and the relevant information is in the “disposals” worksheet. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
encourages supermarket owners to participate in local licensing forums. 

 (S4W-13365) 

Kenny MacAskill: Section 10 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 places responsibility on the 
relevant local council to appoint the membership of each local licensing forum. The relevant council 
must ensure, so far as possible, that the membership of the forum is representative of persons within 
that local area who have an interest which is relevant to the forum’s general functions. I do not 
consider it appropriate for Scottish Ministers to intervene in this local matter. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/ReconvictOffendDatasets/reconchar0809
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/ReconvictOffendDatasets/reconchar0809


Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it has taken since June 2012 to (a) strengthen the licensing scheme for metal and (b) ban 
payment of cash in exchange for scrap metal, and what further action is planned. 

 (S4W-13366) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has raised the level of turnover required for a metal 
dealer to be exempt from licensing from £100,000 to £1,000,000, there by drawing more dealers into 
the licensing scheme. The order making this change was laid before the Scottish Parliament on 26 
November 2012 and came into force on 20 February 2013. 

A further consultation on changes to the licensing scheme for metal dealers will commence shortly. 
This will include proposals for the removal of the exemption system entirely and the banning of cash 
payments for scrap metal will commence shortly. We will welcome the views of interested parties on 
these matters. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12215 by Kenny MacAskill on 8 February 2013, how many (a) 
High Court fines, (b) Sheriff Court fines, (c) Justice of the Peace Court fines, (d) District Court fines, (e) 
Stipendiary Magistrate Court fines and (f) fiscal direct penalties imposed for common assault since 
2007 (a) have been paid (i) in full and (ii) in part and (b) are unpaid. 

 (S4W-13370) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the chief executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing within twenty days. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12215 by Kenny MacAskill on 8 February 2013, how many (a) 
High Court fines, (b) Sheriff Court fines, (c) Justice of the Peace Court fines, (d) District Court fines, (e) 
Stipendiary Magistrate Court fines and (f) fiscal direct penalties for drugs offences since 2007 (a) have 
been paid (i) in full and (ii) in part and (b) are unpaid. 

 (S4W-13371) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the chief executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing within twenty days. 

 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
social workers are given regarding preparing social enquiry reports for courts in relation to children of 
convicted offenders in order to assist sentencing. 

 (S4W-13406) 

Kenny MacAskill: Social Enquiry Reports were replaced in February 2011 by Criminal Justice 
Social Work Reports (CJSWRs). Practice guidance for report writers and managers was published in 
December 2010 and is available on the Scottish Government website at: 

 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-
management/offender/community/16910/Standards/GuidanceCJSWR. 

In detailing an offenders’ personal and social circumstances, report writers are encouraged to 
include any caring responsibilities that the individual may have (including part-time or weekend 
contact) and whether any significant family relationships are at risk of breaking down as a 
consequence of any relevant sentencing option (paragraph 6.17.1). 

Additionally, where a custodial sentence is possible, the guidance notes that report writers should 
consider the likely impact of such a sentence on the individual’s family, including any children, taking 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-management/offender/community/16910/Standards/GuidanceCJSWR
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into account such variables as whether they are the sole breadwinner, if the family home may be in 
jeopardy, and if caring responsibilities could no longer be fulfilled (paragraph 6.25.1). 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12993 by Nicola Sturgeon on 25 February 2013, for what 
reason copies of the document were provided to The Sun and BBC Scotland prior to it being made 
available to all members and on what date it provided copies to (a) The Sun, (b) BBC Scotland, (c) the 
Presiding Officer and (d) the Referendum Bill Committee. 

 (S4W-13244) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12993 on 25 February 2013. 
BBC Scotland was provided with a copy of the document on 4 February 2013 under embargo until 5 
February. The Sun was not provided with a copy of the document in advance of its publication. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it (a) sought and (b) received agreement from the European Commission for 
Vice-President Šefcovic's letter to the Deputy First Minister of 23 January 2013 to be published on its 
referendum blog. 

 (S4W-13262) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The European Commission was informed that the Scottish Government intended 
to publish the letter before it was released. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government on 
what date it will publish the first in its series of analytical bulletins on oil and gas. 

 (S4W-13381) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will publish the first in a series of oil and gas analytical 
bulletins on 11 March 2013. 

The bulletin demonstrates that Scotland is a major oil and gas producer, accounting for an estimated 
78% of total UK hydrocarbon production in 2011. Scotland is also estimated to be the largest producer 
of hydrocarbons in the EU and accounted for approximately 64% of EU oil production in 2010. 

The analysis shows that significant oil and gas reserves remain in the North Sea. Oil and Gas UK 
estimate that up to 24 billion barrels of oil and gas equivalent could still be recovered. These reserves 
are estimated to have a potential wholesale value of up to £1.5 trillion. This implies that, by wholesale 
value, more than half of the oil and gas reserves in the North Sea could still be extracted.  

New internationally comparable analysis contained in the bulletin shows that Scotland is estimated 
to have the largest oil reserves in the EU, accounting for almost 60% of the EU total. The bulletin also 
estimates that Scotland has the second largest volume of proven gas reserves in the EU. 

Scottish oil and gas production is estimated to have generated £10.6 billion in tax revenue during 
2011-12. The sector is projected to remain a significant source of revenue in future years. The bulletin 
presents four potential scenarios for future North Sea tax revenue that take into account recent trends 
in investment and prices. The results suggest that oil and gas production in Scottish waters could 
generate between £41 and £57 billion in tax revenue over the six years to 2017-18. Taking the 
average of these scenarios suggests that oil and gas production in Scottish waters could generate 
approximately £48 billion in tax revenue over this period. 

The Scottish Government’s Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin is the first time all of this information has 
been estimated. It replaces the Government’s previous estimates of production and reserves and in 
doing so, the bulletin sets out a clear picture of the vast potential and importance of hydrocarbons in 
the North Sea. It is available at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Energy/OilGas. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-12966 
S4W-12967 
S4W-13039 
S4W-13040 
S4W-13048 
S4W-13049 
S4W-13051 
S4W-13052 
S4W-13053 
S4W-13055 
S4W-13239 
S4W-13240 
S4W-13257 
S4W-13266 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Energy/OilGas

