
Friday 8 March 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it gave to its policies on (a) community empowerment and renewal, (b) the transfer of 
assets to community organisations, (c) the support of communities identified as fragile by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and (d) land reform, in deciding to award the lease to manage shooting and 
fishing on Raasay to a company not owned by the islanders. 

 (S4W-13255) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The original award decision taken by RPID on behalf of Ministers, but without 
ministerial involvement, was based on the highest rental value for the sporting rights, taking account of 
a basic quality test that the new leaseholder would be capable of managing the sport and providing 
benefit to the local community (holiday lets, trade to shops etc.), and their ability to meet the terms of 
the 29 conditions laid down in the particulars of let. 

When I was alerted to the decision by the constituency member, Mr Dave Thompson MSP, I quickly 
concluded that insufficient consideration had been given to non-financial issues and wider Scottish 
Government policies, leading ultimately to the reversal of the original contract decision and the 
previous lease being extended for one year to facilitate the identification of a longer term solution. As 
discussed when I met the Crofters and wider community on Raasay on 1 March 2013, the longer term 
future of the lease itself will be determined following a consultation with the community and taking 
account of these wider factors to determine what is in the best interests of the community. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, following 
publication of First Report - Macroeconomic Framework, what further reports the Fiscal Commission 
Working Group will publish and when. 

 (S4W-13294) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group published its first report on 11th February 
2013. The Working Group will continue its work to oversee the development of a robust 
macroeconomic and fiscal framework. 

The introduction from the chair of the Working Group states that, “going forward we will be advising 
on how Scotland can learn from the best examples of other countries and the latest research in areas 
such as efficient tax collection, regulation and economic policy.” 

Updates on the ongoing work of the group are available on the Fiscal Commission Working Group 
webpage: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Economy/Council-Economic-Advisers/FCWG 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will make some of its agricultural land at Knocknagael Farm in Inverness that is deemed surplus to its 
requirements available to meet local demand for allotments. 

 (S4W-13306) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Bull Stud project aims to modernise the Scottish Government’s bull stud at 
Knocknagael. In the process of doing so an area of land within the current farm boundary has been 
identified as surplus to the stud’s future requirements.  

The current planning application, which has yet to be approved by the local authority, seeks to 
develop the surplus land at Knocknagael for low density housing. This proposal was put together 
following full consideration of the best use of the site and formed the basis of the public consultation 
held on 19 September 2012 in Inverness. 

The Scottish Government has already submitted a response to the next Highland Council 
Development Plan Consultation identifying that the surplus land would be suitable for the use of 
housing, allotments or other green space. We would expect Highland Council to consider the 
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suitability of the land for allotments or a community growing area as part of their assessment of the 
current planning application. 

If a local community group wishes to obtain some of this land for community use there may be a 
mechanism to do so – the (Rural) Community Right to Buy - should they meet the required criteria. For 
further information please see our website: 
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Rural/rural-land/right-to-buy/Community. 

Through the forthcoming Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill the Scottish Government 
wants Scotland to be successful and to empower local communities to do more for themselves. It is 
intended that the Bill will make it easier for communities to take over unused and underused public or 
private assets (including land) and to introduce measures to help communities deal more effectively 
with vacant and unused assets in their area. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
representations it has made to the (a) UK Government and (b) European Commission regarding the 
proposed European Regional Aid Guidelines for 2014 to 2020 with reference to the Shetland Isles. 

 (S4W-13341) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has presented a case for eligibility of the entire 
Highlands and Islands region to the UK Government. This was a detailed argument that detailed the 
difficulties faced by remote and sparsely populated regions and their ongoing need to be able to 
support business development; and was compiled with the assistance of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and input from Shetland Islands Council. 

The UK Government have presented this argument as an integral part of the formal UK response to 
the Commission’s proposals. The Scottish Government will be replying separately to the Commission, 
again highlighting the potential impact on remote and island communities. 

Finance 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answers to questions S4W-12698 and S4W-12902 by Nicola Sturgeon on 25 February 2013, 
what non-profit distributing programme forecast profile was used in the (a) 2012-13 and (b) 2013-14 
draft budget for schools projects for (i) 2012-13, (ii) 2013-14 and (iii) 2014-15, broken down by (A) 
project, (B) amount of planned investment and (C) the anticipated start dates of the (1) procurement 
process and (2) construction. 

 (S4W-13267) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13271 on 8 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answers to questions S4W-12698 and S4W-12903 by Nicola Sturgeon on 25 February 2013, 
what non-profit distributing programme forecast profile was used in the (a) 2012-13 and (b) 2013-14 
draft budget for college projects for (i) 2012-13, (ii) 2013-14 and (iii) 2014-15, broken down by (A) 
project, (B) amount of planned investment and (C) the anticipated start dates of the (1) procurement 
process and (2) construction. 

 (S4W-13269) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13271 on 8 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answers to questions S4W-12698, S4W-12909 and S4W-12910 by Nicola Sturgeon on 25 
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February 2013, what Non-Profit Distributing programme forecast profile was used in the (a) 2012-13 
and (b) 2013-14 draft budget for the delayed projects for (i) 2012-13, (ii) 2013-14 and (iii) 2014-15, 
broken down by (A) project, (B) amount of planned investment and (C) the anticipated start dates of 
the (1) procurement process and (2) construction. 

 (S4W-13271) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As set out in my response to question S4W-12698 the aggregate forecast for all 
Non-Profit Distributing (NPD) and hub projects, including colleges and schools, in a graph in the 2012-
13 Draft Budget, was a high level estimate, and not based on agreed, detailed project milestones. As 
projects were subsequently developed, milestones have in many cases been refined in discussion 
with the relevant procuring authorities, and this was the basis for the aggregate forecast used in the 
graph for the 2013-14 Draft Budget. 

The level of investment and milestones will continue to be estimates until projects have completed 
procurement, reached financial close and started construction. The most up to date estimated capital 
values and milestones for these projects are provided on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/IIP. 

It should be noted that these NPD estimates were used for context, to provide an overall picture of 
capital investment, and did not feed into the detailed budget figures for either year that Parliament was 
scrutinising, as NPD projects are funded by Government through future revenue rather than current 
capital expenditure. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will set out 
the detail of its plans for a financial health service. 

 (S4W-13396) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government set out proposals for a Financial Health Service, to 
support the provision of fair and just processes for debt advice, debt relief and debt management in its 
consultation paper, published on 24 February 2012. This is the first time in a generation that the 
principles and concept of bankruptcy and other debt management solutions have been considered. 
Following our consultation and the Scottish Government response, published on 7 November 2012, 
legislation will be brought forward during 2013 to deliver our broad and ambitious agenda for reform, 
focussing on outcomes and improvements to the whole system. This will commence with changes to 
the Debt Arrangement Scheme regulations and our Bankruptcy Reform Bill, which we expect to 
introduce in the first half of this year. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
introduce the draft regulations on passported benefits and for what reason this has been delayed. 

 (S4W-13007) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Welfare Reform (Consequential Amendments) Scotland Regulations 2013 
and the Education (School Lunches) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2013 were laid before the 
Scottish Parliament on 25 February 2013. The Welfare Reform (Consequential Amendments) 
(Scotland) (No. 2) Regulations 2013 were laid before the Scottish Parliament on 27 February 2013. 

This enables the regulations to come into force at the same time as the regulations for Universal 
Credit and Personal Independent Payments. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what current 
benefits will be covered by the draft regulations for passported benefits. 

 (S4W-13008) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The passported benefits covered by the regulations are: Legal Aid, Court Fee 
Exemptions, Free School Lunches, Education Maintenance Allowance, Individual Learning Accounts, 
NHS Optical Vouchers, Free NHS Dental Treatment, NHS Patient Travel Costs, Blue Badge Parking, 
Concessionary Bus Travel and Student Loan Exemptions. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/IIP


 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the draft 
regulations for passported benefits will cover all who currently qualify for these. 

 (S4W-13009) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Regulations relating to income based passported benefits are designed to 
allow claimants on the Universal Credit pathfinder scheme, which begins in the Greater Manchester 
area later this year, to be able to claim income based passported benefits in the situation that any 
such claimants move to Scotland. This will have no impact on people who currently qualify for 
passported benefits. The Regulations relating to disability related passported benefits maintain 
passporting arrangements in Scotland to the National Concessionary Travel Scheme (NCTS), the 
Blue Badge Parking Scheme and Exemption from Repayment for Student loans for Higher Education. 

We expect the numbers of people who will be entitled to Personal Independence Payments will be 
fewer than those who received Disability Living Allowance, therefore, we are putting in place 
transitional protections for those people who may no longer be able to passport to the NCTS and the 
Blue Badge Scheme. Further information on the impacts of these new passporting arrangements is 
available in my letter of 22 February 2013 to the Convener of the Welfare Reform Committee. It is 
available at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Welfare_Reform_Committee/papers_05032013.pdf. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
currently qualify for passported benefits, broken down by benefit. 

 (S4W-13010) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The latest figures available for take up of passported benefits are shown on the   
following table: 

Benefit Latest numbers held 

Legal Aid 2011-12 - 263,022 legal assistance cases. 
[Source: Annual Report 2011-12 Key Stats Table 1.2] 

Court Fee 
Exemptions 

2011-12 – 838 exemptions as a result of passported benefits, from 29,000 total 
exemptions. 
 

Free School 
Lunches 

2012 - 130,477 children and young people in Scottish schools were registered to 
receive a free school lunch. This figure includes a small number of children in 
P1-P3, who might not meet the eligibility criteria prescribed in statue, but are 
registered to free school lunches as part of local initiatives designed to promote 
healthy eating in the early years. 
[Source: Summary statistics for attainment, leaver destinations and healthy 
living, No. 2: 2012 Edition, published June 2012] 

Education 
Maintenance 
Allowance 
(EMA) 

2011-12 - 34,390 young people received an EMA. 
 
 

Individual 
Learning 
Accounts (ILA) 

2011-12 54,082 individuals funded learning using an ILA account. 
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Benefit Latest numbers held 

NHS Optical 
Vouchers 

Year ending March 2012 - 340,258 voucher claims processed for the provision 
of glasses/contact lenses for those on a passported benefit. 
However, this is a demand led service with information collected on the number 
of claims processed in respect of eligible people who have received a voucher 
towards the cost of glasses/contact lenses. 
An individual may receive more than one voucher a year if it is considered 
necessary. 

Free NHS 
Dental 
Treatment 

No figures are published. 
This is a demand led service which those in receipt of a passported benefit 
access as needed. Claims are submitted and counted for individual courses of 
treatment, not for individuals, and an individual may receive more than one 
course of treatment in a year if necessary. 

NHS Patient 
Travel 

This information is not collected centrally. 

Blue Badge 
Parking 

125,534 out of a total of 263,045 Blue Badges on issue at 31 March 2012 were 
awarded to individuals who passported automatically (without further 
assessment) to a Blue Badge. 
The 125,534 includes individuals in receipt of: 
the Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance (HRMCDLA); 
A War Pensioners Mobility Supplement; 
A lump sum (at tariffs 1-8) of the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme; blind or 
registered blind people. 
We are unable to extract from the total number of badges issued automatically 
how many were to individuals in receipt of HRCMDLA. 
[Source: Scottish Transport Statistics 2012] 

Concessionary 
Travel 

283,650 people in Scotland are eligible for the higher rate of the mobility 
component of disability living allowance or the higher or middle rate of the care 
component of disability living allowance and could therefore apply for the 
National Concessionary Travel Scheme. 
 
Please note that this is the number for eligibility, not take up of the Scheme. 
[Source: DWP, Feb 2012] 

Student Loans 
Exemptions  

2011-12 (academic year) under 50 borrowers were affected. 
 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it costs 
to provide passported benefits to people who might lose their entitlement to these because of the 
proposed welfare reforms, also broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-13011) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is unclear how many people might lose either wholly or in part their eligibility for 
benefits as a result of the UK Government’s welfare reforms. 

However there is enough data to allow us to estimate what the impact of moving from Disability 
Living Allowance to Personal Independence Payments might be for the Blue Badge Parking Scheme 
and the National Concessionary Travel Scheme. These are set out in my letter of 22 February 2013 to 
the Convener of the Welfare Reform Committee. It is available at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Welfare_Reform_Committee/papers_05032013.pdf. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
evaluation has taken place of the impact of the Town Centre Regeneration Fund. 

 (S4W-13070) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Welfare_Reform_Committee/papers_05032013.pdf


Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government published research in September 2011 into town centre 
regeneration on its website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/21082703/0.  

This includes evidence taken from nine of the Town Centre Regeneration Fund projects. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many schemes that received funding through the Town Centre Regeneration Fund included an 
element to bring empty property into residential use. 

 (S4W-13071) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Seven schemes that received funding through the Town Centre Regeneration 
Fund included an element to bring empty property into residential use. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many vacant town centre properties have been brought into residential use through the Town Centre 
Regeneration Fund. 

 (S4W-13072) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Ten vacant town centre properties have been brought into residential use through 
the Town Centre Regeneration Fund. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment has taken place of the economic impact of schemes that received funding through the 
Town Centre Regeneration Fund (TCRF). 

 (S4W-13073) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have not specifically assessed the economic impact of the TCRF schemes. I 
refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13070 on 8 March 2013. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last 
collected data on the (a) number and (b) geographical distribution of GPs and what the data show. 

 (S4W-12964) 

Alex Neil: Headcount numbers of GPs working in general practice in Scotland are routinely 
collected and are published annually at:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/GPs-and-Other-Practice-Workforce/. 

The published figures currently run from 1988 to 2012 inclusive and include the geographical 
breakdown of headcount by NHS Board and Community Health Partnership. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it will 
take to (a) provide extra GPs and (b) increase the capacity of surgeries in deprived areas. 

 (S4W-12965) 

Alex Neil: The Bill on integration of adult health and social care being introduced to parliament 
before summer, will ensure that statutory partners, both health boards and local authorities, jointly plan 
and design services based on the needs of the population. The Bill will ensure that statutory partners 
are held equally and jointly accountable for the effective delivery of adult health and social care 
services. Our approach will ensure a focus on person- centred care, which will be of particular benefit 
in deprived areas. 

The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the Deep End group of practices that are situated 
in the most deprived areas of Scotland whilst delivery models for the future are being informed through 
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pilot work in deprived areas, including the 17c Reducing Inequalities Pilot Programme and the Scottish 
Government sponsored Links Project. 

 

Bob Doris (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS 
dental (a) nurses and (b) technicians there were in September (i) 2007 and (ii) 2012. 

 (S4W-12997) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of NHS dental (a) nurses and (b) technicians there were in 
September (i) 2007 and (ii) 2012 is available in the following table: 

Table 1: NHS Scotland dental nurses and technicians (WTE) 

 Sept-07 Sept-12 
Change Sept-07 to 

Sept-12 

Dental nurse 862.4 1,426.5 65.4% 

Dental technician 48.0 130.4 171.5% 

Source: ISD Scotland National Statistics 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many consultants have been employed in NHS Grampian in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-13024) 

Alex Neil: The number of consultant staff in post in NHS Grampian as at 30 September from 2006 
to 2012 is presented in the following table: 

Table 1 shows the total whole time equivalent (WTE) of consultants in NHS Grampian from 
September 2006 to September 2012 

 Sep-06 Sep-07 Sep-08 Sep-09 Sep-10 Sep-11 Sep-12 

NHS 
Grampian 376.3 380.4 427.8 439.0 448.6 463.8 467.3 

Source: ISD Scotland National Statistics. 
Since September 2006 there has been an increase of 91.1 WTE consultants in NHS Grampian, up 
24.2%. 
Information on the number of consultants employed by NHS Grampian can be found in the Consultant 
staff in post table on the NHS Information Services Division (ISD) website at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2012-11-
27/Consultant_Staff_In_Post_S2012.xls?5085. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many inpatient beds there have been in NHS Grampian in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-13025) 

Alex Neil: The number of available staffed beds by NHS board is routinely published by Information 
Services Division and is available on the beds section of their website: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Beds/. 

Information on the average number of available staffed beds in NHS Grampian for all specialties and 
all acute specialties for financial years 2007-08 to 2011-12 is provided in the following table. 

The average number of available staffed beds
1
 in NHS Grampian, for all specialties and acute 

specialties; financial years 2007-08 to 2011-12. 

 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
2
 2011-12

2
 

All specialties 2,798 2,718 2,497 2,358 2,366 

Acute specialties 1,910 1,878 1,850 1,760 1,764 

Notes: 
1. Includes beds for use by NHS patients that are located in non-NHS locations e.g. joint-user and 
contractual hospitals. 

2. Incomplete data, includes estimates. 
Source: ISD, ISD(S)1. 
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Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether all NHS board workforce plans (a) comply with the Equality Act 2010 and (b) 
contain specific equality duties. 

 (S4W-13034) 

Alex Neil: The information requested, regarding whether all NHS board workforce plans (a) comply 
with the Equality Act 2010 and (b) contains specific equality duties, is not centrally held. 

However, revised workforce planning guidance relating to this matter was issued in 2011 and can be 
found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/8405/5 
The Scottish Government expects all NHS boards to comply with the Equality Act 2010. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when a 
new food body for Scotland will be established. 

 (S4W-13065) 

Michael Matheson: The new food body will be established in primary legislation. The date of 
establishment is dependent on the timetable for Parliamentary business. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on concerns noted in the Audit Scotland report, Protecting consumers, 
regarding a loss of experience and expertise from food safety services due to staff reductions. 

 (S4W-13077) 

Michael Matheson: The report recommends that Councils work with the Food Standards Agency 
(FSA) in Scotland to develop a workforce strategy, which identifies the staffing levels and skills 
required to sustain an effective food safety service over the next 5 to 10 years, and take action to 
address any shortfalls identified. 

The FSA will engage with local authorities to address this recommendation either individually or 
collectively through COSLA as local authorities deem appropriate. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it will take to ensure that the (a) staffing levels and (b) skills required to 
sustain an effective food safety service are in place. 

 (S4W-13078) 

Michael Matheson: Last week saw the launch of the Scottish Government’s public consultation on 
its proposals for a single independent public body with responsibility for food safety and standards in 
Scotland. The important principles in delivering better standards are that advice on food safety, as well 
as nutrition and labelling, should be independent, evidence based and transparent, and should be 
provided by an organisation which should remain at arm’s length from central Government. 

This consultation on the scope and responsibilities of the new food body is an opportunity for 
consumers as well as industry to tell us what they think about what the new food body should do, and 
how food safety and standards should be addressed in Scotland in the future. 

Furthermore, the Audit Scotland report “Protecting Consumers” published 31 January 2013, 
recommends that councils work with the Food Standards Agency (FSA) in Scotland to develop a 
workforce strategy, which identifies the staffing levels and skills required to sustain an effective food 
safety service over the next 5 to 10 years, and take action to address any shortfalls identified. 

The FSA will engage with local authorities to address this recommendation either individually or 
collectively through COSLA as local authorities deem appropriate. 
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Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many staff have been employed in local authority food safety services in each of the 
last five years. 

 (S4W-13079) 

Michael Matheson: Figures provided by local authorities to the Foods Standards Agency are given 
as full time equivalent (FTE) 

2009-
10 

273 

2010-
11 

304 

2011-
12 

259 

2012-
13 

236 

Comparative information is not available prior to 2009-10. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many public analysts there are and what local authority areas they cover. 

 (S4W-13082) 

Michael Matheson: There are currently seven public analysts in Scotland operating from four local 
authority public analyst laboratories: two each based in Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow and one 
based in Aberdeen. One public analyst laboratory based in England and appointed by West Lothian 
Council after competitive tender in April 2012, has seven public analysts. 

There are currently four public analyst laboratories in Scotland serving 31 local authorities in 
Scotland, and one public analyst laboratory in England serving one local authority in Scotland. The 
breakdown per local authority is as follows: 

Laboratory Local Authority 

Aberdeen Scientific Services 
 

Aberdeen City 

Aberdeenshire 

Highland 

Moray 

Orkney 

Dundee Scientific Services 
 

Angus 

Clackmannanshire 

Dundee City 

Falkirk 

Fife 

Perth and Kinross 

Stirling 

Edinburgh Scientific Services 
 

City of Edinburgh 

East Lothian 

Mid Lothian 

Scottish Borders 

Shetland Islands 

South Lanarkshire 

Glasgow Scientific Services 
 

Argyll and Bute 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

Dumfries and Galloway 

East Ayrshire 

East Dunbartonshire 

East Renfrewshire 

Glasgow 

Inverclyde 

North Ayrshire 

North Lanarkshire 



Laboratory Local Authority 

Renfrewshire 

South Ayrshire 

West Dunbartonshire 

Eurofins* West Lothian 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12472 by Michael Matheson on 31 January 2013, whether the SDS 
Programme board has made a recommendation on the commencement of the Social Care (Self-
directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013. 

 (S4W-13206) 

Michael Matheson: The SDS Programme Board has made a recommendation of 1 April 2014 as 
the target commencement date for the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013. I have 
approved this as the target commencement date for the Act. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on what proportion of transitional costs for self-directed support has been spent on (a) staffing and 
(b) services. 

 (S4W-13207) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally by the Scottish Government. It is a matter 
for each local authority to decide how they will spend their transformation funding. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
there is less funding in 2014-15 to assist local authorities with the implementation of self-directed 
support. 

 (S4W-13208) 

Michael Matheson: The transformation funding, provided on a short term basis, has been allocated 
over a three year period between 2012-15. The higher level of funding in the year 2013-2014 was 
intended to take into account the likely commencement of the Social Care (Self-directed Support) 
(Scotland) Act 2013. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12473 by Michael Matheson on 31 January 2013, whether it will publish (a) 
national and (b) local implementation plans for self-directed support. 

 (S4W-13209) 

Michael Matheson: The national strategy for Self Directed Support was launched on 23 November 
2010. It sets out a 10 year vision which aims to give people more choice and control over their health 
and social care and support. 

The publication of local self-directed support implementation plans is a local authority matter and is a 
decision to be made at a local level. Information regarding local implementation plans has been 
provided to the Scottish Government via the local authority Self-directed Support “stock take” 
questionnaire. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12476 by Michael Matheson on 31 January 2013, for what reason there is no 
single common assessment for self-directed support across local authorities. 

 (S4W-13210) 

Michael Matheson: Local authorities have a duty under section 12A of the Social Work (Scotland) 
Act 1968 to assess a person’s social care needs. Following the commencement of the Social Care 



(Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 local authorities will be required to offer the four self-
directed support options to anyone assessed as eligible for social care. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12477 by Michael Matheson on 31 January 2013, whether the regulations 
will remove all existing charges for support services and what assessment has been made of the cost. 

 (S4W-13211) 

Michael Matheson: Charges for support to carers will be waived when the Regulations under the 
Self-directed Support (Scotland) Act 2013 come into force on 1 April 2014. This means that from that 
date any existing charges being made now for support provided to carers by local authorities will 
cease. 

The vast majority of local authorities do not currently seek a contribution from carers for direct 
support provided to carers. In most cases, carers benefit from services put in place for the cared-for 
person. The regulations will prevent the introduction of charges from 1 April 2014. As part of the 
consultation on the regulations we will be seeking further information on costs to supplement the 
information we have.  

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that people in receipt of payment from the Independent Living Fund will not be disadvantaged when 
the fund is devolved in 2015. 

 (S4W-13246) 

Michael Matheson: The UK Government has decided to close the Independent Living Fund (ILF) in 
March 2015. After this point, Westminster will devolve resources to the Scottish Government. 

The Scottish Government intend to launch a consultation on the future use and administration of this 
resource, which will give people the opportunity to offer their views on how this can be achieved. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
increase payments from the Independent Living Fund (ILF) in line with inflation when the fund is 
devolved in 2015. 

 (S4W-13247) 

Michael Matheson: The UK Government has decided to close the ILF in March 2015. The UK 
Government has not given details of a final financial settlement in which resources will be devolved to 
the Scottish Government. 

The Scottish Government will consult on the use and administration of this resource.  

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether everyone 
in Scotland directly affected by the Independent Living Fund (ILF) will be invited to take part in its 
consultation on how the fund will operate when it is devolved in 2015. 

 (S4W-13248) 

Michael Matheson: The UK Government has decided to close the ILF in March 2015. After this 
point, Westminster will devolve resources to the Scottish Government. 

Anybody with a view including those in receipt of an ILF award are invited to take part in the 
consultation, which amongst other formats will be available on the Scottish Government website. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether its 
consultation on how the Independent Living Fund (ILF) will operate when the fund is devolved in 2015 
will consider whether it should add to the fund to enable it to be opened up to new claimants. 

 (S4W-13249) 



Michael Matheson: The UK Government has decided to close the ILF in March 2015. After this 
point, Westminster will devolve resources to the Scottish Government. 

The Scottish Government intends to launch a consultation on the future use and administration of 
this resource, which will give people the opportunity to offer their views on how it may be possible to 
open the fund up to new claimants. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether people in 
receipt of payment from the Independent Living Fund (ILF) who are under 60 will continue to receive 
payments automatically if they are over 60 when the fund is devolved in 2015. 

 (S4W-13250) 

Michael Matheson: The UK Government has decided to close the ILF in March 2015. After this 
point, Westminster will devolve resources to the Scottish Government. The Scottish Government will 
consult on the use and administration of this resource. No decisions on the use or administration of 
this resource will be made until all views from the consultation have been considered. 

Learning and Justice 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the cost of increasing the funded annual provision from 475 hours of 
pre-school education for three and four-year-olds to a minimum of 600 hours of early learning and 
childcare for three and four-year-olds and looked-after two-year-olds. 

 (S4W-13067) 

Aileen Campbell: A financial memorandum is being developed in collaboration with stakeholders, 
including Convention Of Scottish Local Authorities and will include estimated costs of implementing 
legislative proposals on early learning and childcare. It will be introduced along with the Children and 
Young People Bill, at which point funding and the impact on spending review plans can be fully 
considered. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it will give to local authorities to deliver an increase in the funded annual provision from 
475 hours of pre-school education for three and four-year-olds to a minimum of 600 hours of early 
learning and childcare for three and four-year-olds and looked-after two-year-olds. 

 (S4W-13068) 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13067 on 8 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its spending review plans include funding to deliver an increase in the funded annual 
provision from 475 hours of pre-school education for three and four-year-olds to a minimum of 600 
hours of early learning and childcare for three and four-year-olds and looked-after two-year-olds. 

 (S4W-13069) 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13067 on 8 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking in response to concerns expressed by parents in 
Aberdeenshire on constraints relating to S4 subject choice. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-13098) 

Alasdair Allan: National policy places no constraints on the number of subjects that can be studied 
in S4. Local authorities and schools will determine the number of subjects to be studied in S4. 
Decisions should be informed through engagement with parents and learners and based on a sound 
educational rationale tailored to their learners needs. 

The Scottish Government is working with Education Scotland, the Scottish Qualifications Authority 
and the National Parent Forum of Scotland to ensure that parents across Scotland, including 
Aberdeenshire, are kept informed and involved in the implementation of Curriculum for Excellence in 
Scottish schools.  

Education Scotland has been in discussion with Aberdeenshire Council and continues to provide 
direct support, including meeting with parents from schools in the area and working closely with the 
Council’s Curriculum Development Officer. 

Kenneth Muir, Director of Inspection Education Scotland, made a presentation on Curriculum for 
Excellence to the Council’s Education Committee on 7 February 2013. At this meeting the Committee 
endorsed a revised paper on the Council’s plans for the Senior Phase which was in line with national 
expectations for Curriculum for Excellence. 

As part of my on-going series of Curriculum for Excellence engagements, I will visit Aberdeenshire 
soon and meet with parents. In addition, the Cabinet Secretary attended an event for parents 
organised by the National Parent Forum for Scotland on 5 March 2013 where there were very positive 
discussions around Curriculum for Excellence. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that school places are available for children re-entering the country after a 
period living abroad. 

 (S4W-13226) 

Michael Russell: Local authorities have a legal responsibility to provide adequate and efficient 
education to those residing in their area. This would include the children of families taking up 
residence after a period of living abroad. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the impact of college regionalisation has been on how (a) colleges progress capital projects and (b) (i) 
it, (ii) the Scottish Futures Trust and (iii) colleges progress procurement for capital projects. 

 (S4W-13273) 

Michael Russell: Regionalisation has had no impact on planned college estates projects or their 
progress. These continue to be delivered by individual colleges within their recently established 
regions. 

The three Non-Profit Ddistributing projects at Inverness College, City of Glasgow College and 
Kilmarnock College are currently in procurement and are expected to be approved within expected 
timescales. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much of its education budget has been spent on children with special educational needs in each of the 
last five years. 

 (S4W-13298) 

Alasdair Allan: The term special educational needs does not apply in Scotland. In Scotland we 
have a broader, more inclusive system which refers to additional support needs. A child or young 
person can have an additional support need for any reason, short or long term. The 2012 national 
pupil census statistics indicate that 90% of pupils with additional support needs learn in mainstream 
classes, 3% of pupils learn in mainstream classes for some of their time, and 6.6% of pupils do not 
learn in mainstream classes, learning in special schools instead. Annex F of the Local Government 



Finance Statistics provides information on the expenditure on education for each of the last five years. 
This is available from: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Local-Government-
Finance/PubScottishLGFStats. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many children have been given special educational needs’ statements in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-13299) 

Alasdair Allan: The term special educational needs does not apply in Scotland. In Scotland we 
have a broader, more inclusive system which refers to additional support needs. A child or young 
person can have an additional support need for any reason, short or long term. Consequently, there 
are no Statements of Special Educational Need in Scotland. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much has been allocated to special educational needs' (a) support, (b) transport and (c) behavioural 
services in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-13301) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government provides funding to all local authorities through revenue 
block grant funding. This funding supports education authorities in the delivery of their duties under the 
Additional Support for Learning Act to provide support for children and young people with additional 
support needs, including those with behavioural needs, and where appropriate associated transport 
costs. Education authorities prioritise their funding in light of their local priorities and circumstances. 
Consequently, this information is not held by the Scottish Government. Annex F of the Local 
Government Finance Statistics provides information on the expenditure on education for each of the 
last five years. This is available from: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Local-Government-
Finance/PubScottishLGFStats. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people were unemployed and what the unemployment rate was in each local authority area 
between (a) October 2010 and September 2011, (b) January and December 2011, (c) April 2011 and 
March 2012, (d) July 2011 and June 2012 and (e) October 2011 and September 2012, also broken 
down by gender. 

 (S4W-13342) 

John Swinney: The preferred measure of unemployment at a local authority level is the modelled 
based unemployment estimates produced by the Office for National Statistics. However, these 
estimates do not provide a breakdown by gender. Therefore the estimates from the Annual Population 
Survey (APS) are provided. The latest APS data covers the period October 2011 to September 2012. 

Caution is advised when using the estimates provided in the following tables. The APS is a sample 
survey and some of the underlying samples are small therefore the confidence intervals for many of 
these estimates are relatively wide. Therefore care should be taken when making comparisons 
between areas and over time. 

Male unemployment (16+) by Scottish local authority, Oct 10-Sep 11 to Oct 11-Sep 12 

 Oct10-Sep11 Jan11-Dec11 Apr11-Mar12 Jul11-Jun12 Oct11-Sep12 

 level rate level rate level rate level rate level rate 

Aberdeen City 5,300 7.9% 5,100 7.6% 5,100 7.4% 4,400 6.3% 4,600 6.6% 

Aberdeenshire 2,900 3.9% 3,100 4.2% 3,000 4.0% 3,300 4.4% 3,600 4.8% 

Angus 2,900 10.1% 2,600 9.1% 2,200 7.5% 1,900 6.6% 2,200 7.8% 

Argyll and Bute 1,800 8.0% 1,900 8.4% 1,900 8.2% 1,900 8.2% 2,100 9.1% 

Clackmannanshir
e 

1,500 11.1% 1,700 12.5% 1,700 13.0% 2,000 15.8% 2,000 15.6% 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Local-Government-Finance/PubScottishLGFStats
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 Oct10-Sep11 Jan11-Dec11 Apr11-Mar12 Jul11-Jun12 Oct11-Sep12 

 level rate level rate level rate level rate level rate 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

4,200 11.4% 4,100 11.0% 4,000 11.0% 4,200 11.4% 4,000 11.0% 

Dundee City 3,700 9.9% 3,400 9.3% 3,200 9.0% 3,800 10.6% 3,300 9.7% 

East Ayrshire 4,100 13.3% 4,000 12.7% 3,900 12.3% 4,100 13.1% 4,300 13.6% 

East 
Dunbartonshire 

2,000 7.5% 1,900 6.9% 2,200 8.0% 2,300 8.3% 2,000 7.7% 

East Lothian 2,200 9.0% 2,300 9.1% 1,900 7.5% 1,500 6.0% 1,700 6.9% 

East Renfrewshire 1,100 4.7% 1,300 5.3% 1,400 6.3% 1,300 5.7% 1,600 7.0% 

Edinburgh, City of 8,800 6.3% 9,900 7.2% 8,400 6.1% 8,300 6.0% 6,800 4.9% 

Eilean Siar * 4.5% * 7.5% * 7.3% 600 10.1% 500 8.2% 

Falkirk 3,600 8.9% 3,200 7.8% 3,200 7.9% 4,100 10.2% 3,700 9.1% 

Fife 12,000 12.3% 9,700 10.0% 10,400 10.7% 10,000 10.0% 9,700 9.9% 

Glasgow City 20,000 12.5% 18,100 11.1% 16,800 10.4% 16,400 10.5% 19,300 12.4% 

Highland 3,000 4.7% 2,600 4.0% 1,700 2.6% 1,700 2.6% 2,600 4.2% 

Inverclyde 2,600 12.6% 3,000 15.0% 3,100 15.8% 3,300 16.7% 3,200 16.2% 

Midlothian 2,100 9.7% 2,000 9.1% 1,800 8.5% 1,800 8.3% 1,700 8.2% 

Moray 900 3.6% 1,000 3.9% 1,000 3.9% 1,100 4.5% 1,000 4.2% 

North Ayrshire 4,700 14.7% 5,000 15.6% 5,300 16.2% 5,200 16.1% 4,400 13.3% 

North Lanarkshire 9,000 10.4% 10,300 11.9% 10,800 12.5% 12,100 13.9% 12,100 13.8% 

Orkney Islands * 6.9% * 7.9% * * * * * 3.9% 

Perth and Kinross 2,000 4.9% 2,100 5.2% 2,600 6.3% 2,900 7.0% 3,100 7.4% 

Renfrewshire 4,000 9.2% 3,700 8.3% 3,100 6.9% 3,500 7.8% 3,900 8.3% 

Scottish Borders 1,800 6.4% 1,800 6.2% 1,600 5.7% 1,900 6.4% 1,600 5.6% 

Shetland Islands * * * * * * * * * * 

South Ayrshire 3,100 11.5% 3,200 12.0% 3,200 12.0% 3,400 12.0% 3,300 11.3% 

South Lanarkshire 7,800 9.7% 7,200 8.9% 7,300 9.0% 7,100 8.6% 5,900 7.2% 

Stirling 1,500 6.7% 1,500 6.3% 2,100 9.0% 2,200 9.1% 2,400 10.0% 

West 
Dunbartonshire 

3,200 13.5% 2,900 12.3% 2,600 11.1% 2,800 12.1% 2,700 11.9% 

West Lothian 3,300 6.8% 3,700 7.7% 2,600 5.5% 1,900 3.9% 2,100 4.4% 

Source: Annual Population Survey, Office for National Statistics 
Notes: 
1. Levels rounded to nearest hundred, rates based on unrounded figures. 
2. Unemployment is as defined by the International Labour Organisation (ILO). 
3. * Indicates data unreliable as sample sizes are too small. All estimates should be treated with 
caution because of relatively wide confidence intervals. 

 

Female unemployment (16+) by Scottish local authority, Oct10-Sep11 to Oct11-Sep12 

  Oct10-Sep11 Jan11-Dec11 Apr11-Mar12 Jul11-Jun12 Oct11-Sep12 

  level rate level rate level rate level rate level rate 

Aberdeen City 2,900 5.0% 3,700 6.4% 3,400 5.7% 3,400 5.7% 3,700 6.2% 

Aberdeenshire 2,900 4.6% 2,500 4.0% 2,300 3.8% 2,000 3.2% 1,200 1.9% 

Angus 1,400 5.5% 1,400 5.6% 1,000 4.1% 1,300 4.8% 1,200 4.4% 

Argyll and Bute 800 4.2% 1,000 5.4% 1,000 5.1% 900 4.6% 900 4.8% 

Clackmannanshire 700 6.2% 800 7.4% 1,000 9.2% 700 6.1% 500 4.8% 

Dumfries and Galloway 1,900 5.8% 2,500 7.7% 2,700 8.1% 2,400 7.0% 2,500 7.3% 

Dundee City 2,700 7.5% 2,900 8.4% 3,300 9.3% 2,900 8.2% 3,000 8.6% 

East Ayrshire 2,000 7.2% 2,100 7.8% 2,700 10.1% 2,200 8.2% 2,200 8.1% 

East Dunbartonshire 1,300 5.4% 1,100 4.3% 1,100 4.6% 1,200 4.9% 1,100 4.5% 

East Lothian 1,300 5.2% 1,400 5.7% 1,400 5.6% 1,700 6.8% 1,500 6.4% 

East Renfrewshire 1,100 5.1% 1,200 5.8% 1,300 6.1% 1,200 5.6% 1,100 5.1% 



  Oct10-Sep11 Jan11-Dec11 Apr11-Mar12 Jul11-Jun12 Oct11-Sep12 

  level rate level rate level rate level rate level rate 

Edinburgh, City of 7,800 5.9% 7,700 5.9% 7,300 5.7% 7,800 6.0% 6,300 5.0% 

Eilean Siar * 6.3% 500 9.0% 600 8.4% 700 10.4% * 5.4% 

Falkirk 2,700 7.1% 3,100 8.3% 3,300 8.7% 3,000 8.0% 3,100 8.1% 

Fife 5,500 6.2% 5,700 6.6% 5,400 6.1% 6,300 7.2% 8,300 9.3% 

Glasgow City 15,600 11.2% 17,000 12.3% 18,200 13.1% 17,000 12.2% 15,700 11.2% 

Highland 1,800 3.3% 2,300 4.3% 2,600 4.6% 1,800 3.2% 2,100 3.9% 

Inverclyde 1,800 9.4% 2,100 10.4% 2,400 12.2% 2,700 13.5% 2,200 11.1% 

Midlothian 1,200 6.0% 1,000 4.6% 900 4.4% 800 3.7% 800 3.6% 

Moray 800 4.1% 800 4.1% 800 3.9% 800 3.8% 600 3.1% 

North Ayrshire 3,300 11.0% 3,300 11.3% 3,600 12.0% 3,300 11.3% 3,300 11.3% 

North Lanarkshire 7,900 10.2% 7,300 9.4% 7,000 8.9% 7,900 9.9% 8,600 10.8% 

Orkney Islands * * * 2.9% * 3.1% * 4.6% * 5.0% 

Perth and Kinross 2,200 6.3% 2,300 6.6% 2,400 6.7% 3,200 8.7% 2,800 7.7% 

Renfrewshire 3,700 9.5% 4,500 11.3% 4,300 10.8% 4,000 9.7% 3,400 8.2% 

Scottish Borders 1,400 5.2% 1,200 4.6% 1,600 6.0% 1,300 5.0% 1,400 5.4% 

Shetland Islands * * * * * * * * * * 

South Ayrshire 2,200 8.8% 2,500 9.7% 1,900 7.5% 2,000 7.5% 2,300 8.9% 

South Lanarkshire 2,100 2.7% 4,000 5.1% 4,600 5.8% 4,300 5.4% 4,400 5.4% 

Stirling 1,300 6.3% 1,100 5.3% 800 4.0% 600 3.1% 900 4.5% 

West Dunbartonshire 2,100 9.4% 2,100 9.4% 1,900 8.7% 2,200 10.1% 2,300 10.7% 

West Lothian 3,200 7.5% 3,200 7.7% 2,800 6.9% 2,400 5.8% 2,300 5.5% 

Source: Annual Population Survey, Office for National Statistics 
Notes: 
1. Levels rounded to nearest hundred, rates based on unrounded figures. 
2. Unemployment is as defined by the International Labour Organisation (ILO). 
3.* Indicates data unreliable as sample sizes are too small. All estimates should be treated with 
caution because of relatively wide confidence intervals. 

Transport Scotland 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with Convention Of Scottish Local Authorities regarding the provision of resources to enable 
local authorities to carry out their duties under the Disabled Persons' Parking Places (Scotland) Act 
2009. 

 (S4W-13107) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13108 on 8 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what resources it 
currently allocates to each local authority to enable them to carry out their duties under the Disabled 
Persons' Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 (S4W-13108) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is providing local government in Scotland with almost £11 
billion in 2012-13. It is the responsibility of each local authority to allocate the total financial resources 
available to it on the basis of local needs and priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and 
the jointly agreed set of national and local priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic 
objectives. 

 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures 
that local authorities comply with the Disabled Persons' Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 (S4W-13109) 

Keith Brown: Compliance of the Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009 is a matter 
for local authorities, not the Scottish Government. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the annual returns from local authorities setting out how they have implemented the Disabled 
Persons' Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009.  

 (S4W-13110) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Ministers will publish and lay before the Scottish Parliament by 30 
September 2013 a report on the performance by local authorities of their function and performance in 
relation to the Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
replace the services and data formerly provided by the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency. 

 (S4W-13259) 

Keith Brown: The Vehicle Operator Services Agency no longer provides on-street monitoring of bus 
services but, as part of visits to operators, ensures that effective punctuality processes are in place. 

Transport Scotland officials are in discussions with Bus Users UK about establishing arrangements 
in Scotland to conduct on-street monitoring. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on developing a super-fast rail link between Perth and the 
central belt. 

 (S4W-13401) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has no plans to develop a new rail link between Perth and 
the central belt. 

Transport Scotland is working closely with Network Rail to develop phase two of the Highland Main 
Line Improvements Project and phase one of the Aberdeen to Central Belt Rail Enhancements 
Scheme. Both schemes will consider potential infrastructure enhancements south of Perth which could 
support improved journey times. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions the Minister for Transport and Veterans has had with the business community in Glasgow 
on whether there is a need for a Glasgow Airport rail link. 

 (S4W-13402) 

Keith Brown: The Minister for Transport and Veterans has not met directly with members of the 
business community in Glasgow to discuss their perceived or actual need for a Glasgow Airport Rail 
Link. However, representatives of the business community were invited to a range of stakeholder 
consultation and workshop events as part of the ongoing Glasgow Airport Transport Appraisal Study, 
led by Glasgow Airport, with support from Glasgow City Council, Renfrewshire Council and Transport 
Scotland on behalf of Scottish Ministers. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-13002 

S4W-13017 



S4W-13018 

 


