
Thursday 17 April 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it has taken to implement the commitment in the National Marine 
Plan to increase salmon production sustainably by 4% each year from 154,000 tonnes in 2010 to 
210,000 tonnes by 2020. 

 (S4W-20461) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is fully supportive of aquaculture and wild fisheries as 
reflected by the National Marine Plan. Both are key sectors underpinning sustainable economic growth 
that supports employment and economic wellbeing of many fragile rural communities across Scotland. 
The National Marine Plan outlines our commitment to support industry’s own targets to grow marine 
finfish (including farmed Atlantic salmon) production sustainably to 210,000 tonnes (164,380 T in 
2012); and shellfish, particularly mussels, sustainably to 13,000 tonnes (6,525 T) with due regard to 
the marine environment by 2020. 

The Scottish Government’s Ministerial Group for Sustainable Aquaculture (MGSA) supports this 
planned sustainable growth and includes representation from industry, wild fish interests, environment 
NGOs, COSLA, the enterprise network, Crown Estate and regulatory bodies. It has seven focused 
working groups (Science and research, containment, wellboats, interactions, farmed fish health and 
welfare, shellfish, and capacity), and updates are published on the Marine Scotland website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/MGSA.  

The next meeting of the MGSA is on 19 May 2014. 

MGSA will seek to ensure the smooth implementation of the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) 
Act 2013, which further enhances the existing robust regulatory framework in place in Scotland to 
maintain pristine Scottish waters, on which both sectors depend. The Act and the work of the MGSA 
will identify actions that can be taken that are appropriate and will strike the right balance between 
growing the aquaculture sector and protecting the marine environment. 

Governance and Communities 

 Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
£2.5 million it provided to Citizens Advice Scotland has been used to help people affected by welfare 
reform. 

 (S4W-20364) 

Margaret Burgess: The funds are being distributed to local Citizen’s Advice Bureaux across 
Scotland to enable them to increase their front line capacity to meet the growing demand for advice 
services in the face of the UK Government’s welfare reforms. 

We recognise the key role of the third sector in dealing with the consequences of these reforms and 
we remain committed to working with them to mitigate the worst impacts for people in Scotland. 
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