
Thursday 27 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the third supplementary to question S4O-03007 by Fergus Ewing on 13 March 2014 
(Official Report, c. 28892), what the basis was for the assertion by the minister that “no contradiction 
exists” between the government’s climate and energy policies; whether the reported comment by the 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change in The Guardian on 9 October 2013 that “I accept that 
we can’t burn all the fossil fuels that there are, and that applies to Scotland as with every nation” 
reflects the government’s position and, if so, how it will calculate the proportion of the country's fossil 
fuel sources that will remain unused. 

 (S4W-20179) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish oil and gas strategy sets out the Scottish Government’s aim to 
maximise the recovery of oil and gas, which is responsible stewardship of a national resource. 

However, it is clear from our actions that we are equally committed to the transition to a low carbon 
economy. This is evidenced in our ambitious renewables targets, climate change targets and our draft 
heat generation policy statement, which will reduce our use of fossil fuels. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the projected demand for coal is from Scotland’s power stations for each of the next 
10 years, and what percentage of this will be sourced indigenously. 

 (S4W-20188) 

Fergus Ewing: Longannet is Scotland’s only coal power station and consumed 4.1 million tonnes of 
coal in 2012 and 4.3 million tonnes in 2013. 

Longannet obtained 47% of its coal from Scottish suppliers in 2012. Due to the disruption in supply 
caused by the liquidation of Scottish Coal and ATH, the percentage of coal from Scottish suppliers 
dropped to around 15% in 2013. 

Scottish Power has a number of long standing coal supply agreements in place with suppliers who 
operate opencast mines in Fife, the Lothian’s, Lanarkshire and Ayrshire. 

The exact details of those agreements and quantum of coal supplies are commercial matters 
between Scottish Power and its suppliers. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, other than those associated with opencast coal, what types of developments use bonds 
to secure funding for long-term (a) environmental maintenance, (b) decommissioning, (c) restoration, 
(d) aftercare and (e) other work. 

 (S4W-20189) 

Fergus Ewing: Any development may be associated with a financial bond to secure funding for 
maintenance, decommissioning, restoration, aftercare or other work and this is normally a matter for 
the planning authority. Financial guarantees including bonds are typical in the minerals, waste and 
renewables sectors. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the experience of the opencast coal industry, what its position is on the risks 
associated with other types of development using bonds to secure funding for long-term (a) 
environmental maintenance, (b) decommissioning, (c) restoration, (d) aftercare and (e) other work, 
and what assessment it (i) has made or (ii) plans of these risks. 

 (S4W-20190) 



Fergus Ewing: Bonds are but one form of a financial guarantee set out in Scottish planning policy in 
relation to renewables, minerals and surface coal mining designed to safeguard against a range of 
matters including the routine security against the risk of actions not being undertaken, default on 
undertakings set out in planning conditions or insolvency. 

Finance can also be secured by industry guarantee schemes, insurance policies, ring-fenced cash 
accounts or parent company guarantees. 

The matter of restoration bonds has been discussed with planning authorities and parliamentarians 
represented on the Scottish Opencast Coal Task Force. A sub group to the task force: the Restoration 
Bonds Working Group is well established and its work will be taken forward by task force working 
parties to consider the suite of financial instruments and models available to suit the sequential 
phases of a development from preparatory works through to restoration and aftercare. 

To address the situation experienced in the coal sector the Scottish Government’s recent 
consultation, Opencast Coal Restoration: Effective Regulation invited views on revisions to planning 
policy and advice including Planning Advice Note 64: Reclamation of Surface Mineral Workings. 
Responses received are currently being analysed. The output of the consultation will be considered by 
the task force; the principles of which may inform consideration in developments other than opencast 
coal. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which opencast mines ministers were made aware of before they were granted planning 
consent for restoration, and which of these (a) were called in by ministers and (b) are predicted to 
have a shortfall in funding to deliver restoration. 

 (S4W-20191) 

Fergus Ewing: Applications for opencast coal developments are determined by the relevant 
planning authority as part of the normal planning process. Scottish Ministers are notified of opencast 
coal mines where development consisting of works connected with the extraction of coal by opencast 
methods, and other minerals extracted in association with works to extract opencast coal, where the 
site boundary falls within 500 metres from the edge of an existing community or sensitive 
establishment. 

Since 1997 Scottish Ministers have been notified of some 46 applications for extraction of coal by 
opencast methods or related applications; of these a total of 20 have been notified since 2007. 

Two such applications were “called in” by Scottish Ministers in 2000: Boglea and Cameron Farms, 
Greengairs North Lanarkshire, and Heatherywood near Thornton, Fife. Both called-in cases were 
granted planning permission. 

Regarding appeals, since 1997 the Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals reporters 
have been involved in five appeal decisions on open cast coal applications: one of these in 2008 the 
others between 1997 and 2003. All appeals were upheld. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its news release of 13 February 2014, Pound is best option for independent 
Scotland and rest of UK, what advice it received from the Fiscal Commission Working Group on the 
duration of a currency union. 

 (S4W-20237) 

John Swinney: The first report of the Fiscal Commission Working Group and technical annex 
provided a detailed assessment of the currency options of an independent Scotland, and concluded 
that retaining sterling was in the economic interests of both Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

Paragraph 2.7, page 19, included the following recommendation: 
“Recommendation: the Scottish Government should refine the detail of the proposition set out for a 
macroeconomic framework which can operate from day one of independence and through any period 
of transition and indefinitely if required. The framework should ensure monetary and price stability, 
financial stability and fiscal sustainability.” 

The full published report can be found via: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/02/3017. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/02/3017


 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried out of the economic impact on Scotland of increasing the 
additional rate of income tax from 45p to 50p. 

 (S4W-20250) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government's ability to adjust the income tax system is significantly 
constrained under the current devolution settlement. Even under the new income tax powers being 
introduced under the Scotland Act 2012, the Scottish Government would not be able to restore the 
50% rate without also adding 5p to the basic and higher rates of tax. Such a change would 
significantly increase the tax burden faced by all Scottish households currently paying income tax, with 
the average person earning £21,600 a year having to pay over £500 more in income tax. Only 
independence will provide future Scottish Governments with the flexibility to adjust the tax system and 
broader policy levers to grow the Scottish economy and reduce inequality.  

HMRC estimate that a 1p increase in the additional rate would generate £135 million in 2016-17 
across the UK as a whole. On this basis, a 5p increase in the additional rate in Scotland is estimated 
to generate around £30 million. 

Health and Social Care 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the document, Management of Patients on NHS Waiting Lists, will next be revised and whether it will 
ensure that the revised document makes specific reference to the management of cancer. 

 (S4W-20198) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has recently amended the regulations in relation to the 
treatment time guarantee contained in the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. To take account of 
these changes we will be revising the current waiting time guidance which will cover the 12 weeks 
legal treatment time guarantee, the 18 weeks referral to treatment and the 12 weeks outpatient waiting 
times standards. This will be available by the end of June 2014. 

In relation to the management of cancer waiting times, the existing guidance is also currently being 
updated. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support exists for patients in Scotland equivalent to the Patient and Advice Liaison Service in England 
and how much funding has been allocated to it in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-20252) 

Michael Matheson: The Patient Advice and Support Service (PASS), established as part of the 
Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011, replaced the Independent Advice and Support Service (IASS) in 
Scotland. PASS, procured through a national contract with Citizen’s Advice Scotland, is delivered 
through the network of Citizens Advice Bureaux across Scotland. The IASS costs and contract costs 
for PASS, agreed for three years from 1 April 2012, are as follows: 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

IASS £946,407    

PASS  £1,192,753 £1,147,011 £1,181,276 

Further information about PASS is available at: http://www.cas.org.uk/patientadvice.  

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the (a) median and (b) longest waiting time has been in each of the last five quarters when the 
six-week waiting time target for receiving one of the eight key diagnostic tests was not met, broken 
down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-20256) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not available centrally. The national dataset for the 
eight key diagnostic tests is based on aggregate level returns from each board. Median or longest 
waits cannot be derived from the information in aggregate return. 

http://www.cas.org.uk/patientadvice


 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to support NHS Forth Valley in meeting its (a) four and (b) six week targets for 
lower endoscopy tests. 

 (S4W-20258) 

Alex Neil: NHS Forth Valley has advised that they have just recently recruited four new consultant 
gastroenterologist. These consultants will take up appointments during the next six months. Meantime 
to reduce the waiting time for patients they are being offered appointments at the Golden Jubilee 
National Hospital or in the private sector. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to support NHS Fife in meeting its (a) four and (b) six week radiological 
diagnostic test targets. 

 (S4W-20259) 

Alex Neil: NHS Fife have advised that they have recently recruited five new locum radiologists with 
three having started with a further two due to start in the next few weeks. The board have also been 
undertaking additional sessions to reduce the waits for patients. These actions are aimed at delivering 
the six weeks waiting times standards for radiological tests in Fife as quickly as possible. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it has monitored and published data on hip fracture incidence since the publication of the Scottish 
Hip Fracture Audit Report 2008. 

 (S4W-20262) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Orthopaedic Service Development Group decided that a further audit of the 
management of hip fracture care across Scotland should be undertaken for the period December 2012 
to March 2013 and was published on 30 August 2013. The audit report can be accessed at:  
http://www.qihub.scot.nhs.uk/media/517649/audit%20of%20care%20pathways%20for%20hip%20fract
ure%20patients%20in%20scotland.pdf 

This audit looked at the key interventions of the patient journey from emergency department to 
discharge from acute orthopaedic unit and on the standard of clinical care. This national audit of hip 
fracture was the most comprehensive undertaken. The reports shows that 92% of patients who were 
considered medically fit for theatre underwent surgery within 48 hours of admission. It is anticipated 
that another audit will be undertaken during 2015-16. 

The Scottish Government expect NHS boards to be monitoring performance against this waiting 
time standard locally to ensure continuing delivery. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many hip fractures have been recorded by each NHS board in each of the last five years, also 
expressed per 10,000 of population over 65. 

 (S4W-20263) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of stays for hip fracture and the rate of stays for hip fracture 
per 10,000 population for patients aged over 65 is presented in the following two tables. 

Table 1: Number of hospital stays for all ages with a diagnosis of hip fracture by patient's health 
board of residence for the years 2008-09 to 2012-13. 

 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Ayrshire and Arran 586 596 620 593 534 

Borders 154 155 177 201 188 

Dumfries and Galloway 245 259 275 265 226 

Fife 480 482 496 523 498 

http://www.qihub.scot.nhs.uk/media/517649/audit%20of%20care%20pathways%20for%20hip%20fracture%20patients%20in%20scotland.pdf
http://www.qihub.scot.nhs.uk/media/517649/audit%20of%20care%20pathways%20for%20hip%20fracture%20patients%20in%20scotland.pdf


 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Forth Valley 373 396 359 364 412 

Grampian 700 776 780 711 727 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1,760 1,670 1,679 1,798 1,699 

Highland 457 541 521 470 515 

Lanarkshire 765 775 728 705 698 

Lothian 1,027 1,092 1,082 1,022 1,095 

Orkney 27 27 18 29 25 

Shetland 26 32 19 26 26 

Tayside 634 643 626 581 655 

Western Isles 22 37 38 52 55 

Non-Scottish Residents 106 81 101 94 107 

Scotland 7,362 7,562 7,519 7,434 7,460 

Source: SMR01, ISD Scotland 

Table 2: Rate of hospital stays with a diagnosis of hip fracture per 10,000 population for patients 
aged over 65 by patient's health board of residence for the years 2008-09 to 2012-13: 

 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Ayrshire and Arran 81.2 81.3 81.6 78.8 68.5 

Borders 67.4 61.8 69.4 78.9 77.5 

Dumfries and Galloway 74.6 76.8 79.2 75.3 63.0 

Fife 74.1 75.1 71.4 77.4 70.2 

Forth Valley 75.9 77.0 70.0 68.5 76.9 

Grampian 76.9 82.5 82.5 72.0 74.0 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 86.6 78.7 79.7 87.2 80.9 

Highland 76.2 86.7 78.0 70.9 74.6 

Lanarkshire 76.2 80.0 74.7 69.4 68.2 

Lothian 81.8 83.0 82.2 76.8 83.1 

Orkney 69.1 58.7 46.2 70.1 53.7 

Shetland 66.5 84.4 45.9 67.4 63.0 

Tayside 83.5 78.9 78.0 70.4 78.9 

Western Isles 39.4 64.4 64.7 76.5 89.1 

Scotland 79.6 79.6 77.9 76.5 75.7 

Sources: SMR01, ISD Scotland; National Records of Scotland mid-year population estimates 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether every NHS board has a fracture liaison service. 

 (S4W-20264) 

Alex Neil: Following a fragility (low trauma) fracture, clinical guidelines recommend fracture risk 
assessment is undertaken and, where indicated, treatment to reduce risk is offered. All mainland NHS 
boards have a system in place to case-find and provide risk assessment and intervention. In the 
majority of boards, a fracture liaison service is the preferred system, although there is local variation in 
how the services operate. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether every NHS board offers assessment of bone density to patients with an impact fracture. 

 (S4W-20265) 



Michael Matheson: Where patients are identified, through a fracture liaison service or alternative 
local arrangement, as requiring a bone density assessment, such an assessment will be offered. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has given to NHS boards on ensuring equality of access to all second line 
preventative medicines for people identified as being at risk of osteoporotic fracture. 

 (S4W-20266) 

Michael Matheson: Patients at risk of osteoporosis should be treated according to current clinical 
guidelines. 

The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) is updating its guideline on the management 
of Osteoporosis to incorporate the significant advances in the management of this condition, including 
the arrival of new treatments. The revised SIGN guideline is expected to be published this summer. 
Current SIGN guidelines can be found at: http://sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/71/index.html 

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence published guidance (CG146) in August 
2012 on assessing the risk of fragility fracture in osteoporosis: 
http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/osteoporosis 

 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of the information at table 12 of Higher Education Student Support in Scotland, 
2012-13 for students on sub-degree courses that year. 

 (S4W-20192) 

Michael Russell: The following tables show a breakdown of the information at table 12 of Higher 
Education Student Support in Scotland, 2012-13 for students on sub-degree courses that year. 

The tables only show data on students undertaking full-time courses. This excludes a large number 
of sub-degree courses that are supported at part-time level. 

In addition, it should be noted that the comparatively high level of support shown under ‘awards’ for 
students from households with income over £40,000 is primarily due to the payment of Disabled 
Students’ Allowance, which is a non income-assessed grant. 

 Any Support  Awards 

Supported students 
Number of 
students 

Average 
amount 

(£)  
Number of 
students 

Average 
amount 

(£) 

Total 32,635 4,650   18,975 1,805 

< £10k 3,890 6,080   3,565 2,320 

£10,000 - £19,999 5,195 5,765  4,765 2,350 

£20,000 - £29,999 3,125 4,850  2,825 1,595 

£30,000 - £39,999 1,955 4,045  905 515 

£40,000 - £49,999 1,175 3,490  35 1,275 

£50,000 - £59,999 660 2,665  20 2,370 

£60,000 - £69,999 320 2,220  10 1,115 

£70,000 - £79,999 150 2,025  * * 

£80,000 - £99,998 125 2,230  * * 

£99,999 and above 70 2,050   * * 

Income not declared/required 7,995 1,770   640 1,975 

Exempt from parental/spousal 
contribution 7,965 6,725   6,195 1,350 

 

http://sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/71/index.html
http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/osteoporosis


 Fees  Loans 

Supported students 
Number of 
students 

Average 
amount 

(£)  
Number of 
students 

Average 
amount 

(£) 

Total 29,245 1,285   21,315 3,715 

< £10k 3,580 1,285   2,895 3,705 

£10,000 - £19,999 4,765 1,285  3,405 3,695 

£20,000 - £29,999 2,835 1,285  1,980 3,495 

£30,000 - £39,999 1,790 1,280  1,400 3,625 

£40,000 - £49,999 1,095 1,280  920 2,840 

£50,000 - £59,999 620 1,300  495 1,815 

£60,000 - £69,999 300 1,265  230 1,220 

£70,000 - £79,999 140 1,245  105 1,010 

£80,000 - £99,998 115 1,265  85 875 

£99,999 and above 70 1,255   50 845 

Income not declared/required 7,505 1,285   2,505 1,210 

Exempt from parental/spousal 
contribution 6,425 1,285   7,245 5,085 

Notes: Cells marked as * are those which have been suppressed due to disclosure control rules 
(possibility to identify individuals). 
Source: The Student Awards Agency for Scotland 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) frontline and (b) support staff there were in the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service on 28 
February (i) 2013 and (ii) 2014. 

 (S4W-20196) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government collated staffing information on the eight 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Services as of 31 March each year. Staffing information for 2013 was 
published in Table 3 (headcount) and Table 4 (FTE) of the Fire and Rescue Service Statistics 
Scotland 2012-13 publication (published 22 August 2013): 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/08/3869/0 

Staff numbers are broken down by role, of which there are three broad groupings: operational, 
control room and support staff. 

Staffing data on the single Scottish Fire and Rescue Service for 2013-14 has not yet been collected. 
The data will be published later in 2014 in the Fire and Rescue Service Statistics 2013-14 publication. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what arrangements are being made for future censuses in Scotland. 

 (S4W-20348) 

Fiona Hyslop: National Records of Scotland (NRS) has today announced that it intends to focus on 
planning for a census in 2021 which will be primarily online, while offering alternative modes of 
completion where necessary. It also aims to make best use of technology and administrative data in 
its design, building on the online approach used successfully in the 2011 census. 

This follows on from the Beyond 2011 programme of work in Scotland to review the options for 
providing population statistics. The review focused on two options:  

an online census option carried out every 10 years supplemented by the use of administrative data 
to produce annual population estimates in intervening years. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/08/3869/0


an administrative data option using administrative data already held by government and annual 
surveys. 

The decision to focus plans on a census in 2021 in Scotland was based on a variety of evidence, 
including results from research, stakeholder engagement, a user consultation and international 
experience. A final decision will be taken in 2016 on the basis of the business case. 

A programme of consultation and engagement will continue by NRS to understand user 
requirements and shape the design of the 2021 census. The findings from Beyond 2011 to date will be 
incorporated into the programme of work. 

Further research will be carried out to enable greater use of administrative data and surveys in the 
future. 

For further information please go to the new Census 2021 section on the NRS website. 

 

Transport Scotland 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-19852 by Keith Brown on 3 March 2014, on what date the 2013 
information will be published on the websites. 

 (S4W-20245) 

Keith Brown: The information in respect of the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service is available on the 
CalMac website by following the following link: http://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac 

The information in respect of Serco NorthLink Ferries Ltd is available on the Serco NorthLink Ferries 
website by following the following link: http://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/other/publications/ 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government on what 
date it will publish the final cost to (a) the public sector and (b) Serco NorthLink of the breakdown of 
the MV Hamnavoe in April 2013. 

 (S4W-20246) 

Keith Brown: The report into the breakdown of the MV Hamnavoe was published by Transport 
Scotland on 7 March 2014 and includes details of costs incurred. Serco NorthLink Ferries Ltd are in 
discussion with their insurers and updated information will be made available after those discussions 
have concluded. 

 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

John Mason MSP: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body what discussions it has had 
with energy suppliers regarding the efficiency of the energy bill payment process for constituency and 
regional offices.  

     (S40-03049)

Liam McArthur MSP (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): It is a matter for 
individual members to determine their preferred payment method with their chosen energy supplier 
and the SPCB has not held any discussions with suppliers in that regard. The Members’ Expenses 
Scheme allows a range of methods to reimburse members for the costs they incur in running their 
local offices: 

Members may pay their energy supplier directly and submit a claim to the Allowances Office for 
reimbursement. 

BACS payments can be made by the Allowances Office directly to the energy supplier on behalf of 
the member, on receipt of actual authorised invoices.  

Where members have negotiated set monthly payment amounts, regular BACS payments can be 
made directly to the energy supplier, with a final reconciliation of payments made and charges due 
at the end of each year. 

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/census/2021-census/index.html
http://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac
http://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/other/publications/


Where members have set up a direct debit to the energy supplier from their own bank account, 
arrangements can be made to pay a set monthly amount to the member in advance of the direct 
debit payment coming from their own bank account with final reconciliation of payments made and 
charges due at the end of the payment year. 


