
Tuesday 25 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

 James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
contracts have been put out to tender in each year since 2010-11 by each of its (a) directorates and 
(b) non-departmental public bodies and who the successful bidder was, also broken down by the (i) 
purpose, (ii) value, (iii) duration and (iv) number of people employed by the contract. 

 (S4W-20197) 

John Swinney: The detailed information requested relating to the Scottish Government is currently 
being collated and I will write to the member as soon as the information is available. 

A copy will also be placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib number 55744). 

 

Health and Social Care 

 Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether (a) other public sector workers and (b) Police Scotland employees will be afforded the same 
protections in relation to whistleblowing as NHS staff. 

 (S4W-20093) 

Alex Neil: The Public Interest Disclosure Act (PIDA) 1998 amended the Employment Rights Act 
1996 and gives all workers who raise genuine whistleblowing concerns protection from detriment by 
any act or any deliberate failure to act by their employer. 

There are robust protections for whistleblowers in NHSScotland. The Scottish Government and 
NHSScotland continue to work together to make sure that staff are protected when raising concerns. 

It is for individual public bodies, as employers, to develop appropriate policies to support 
whistleblowing and to enhance existing legal protections afforded to their staff. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19430 by Alex Neil on 19 February 2014, when it expects a decision to be 
made on the future of the fund. 

 (S4W-20123) 

Alex Neil: On 6 March 2014 the Department for Work and Pensions announced their intention to 
continue with the closure of the Independent Living Fund (ILF) by the end of June 2015. 

To date, we have not received formal notification and further information, including a revised 
financial settlement. This will be considered along with the analysis of the recent Scottish Government 
ILF consultation. This will form the decision of Scottish Ministers on the ILF and an announcement will 
be made in due course. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what analysis it has made of the cost effectiveness of repeated free eye tests for (a) different age 
groups, (b) people with a risk factor and (c) people with normal vision. 

 (S4W-20144) 

Michael Matheson: The NHS eye examination introduced on 1 April 2006 is available free of 
charge to all people in Scotland. This new examination is tailored to meet the needs of the patient, 
taking into account their history and symptoms, allowing the patient to receive an appropriate health 
assessment of their whole visual system, and allowing for early diagnosis of potential sight threatening 
disease. 

No analysis of the cost effectiveness of repeat eye examinations has been undertaken by the 
Scottish Government. 



 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish an analysis of the use of the NHS whistleblowers’ helpline, and whether this give 
details of the (a) sectors that the calls came from and (b) action taken. 

 (S4W-20146) 

Alex Neil: The interim evaluation of the NHSScotland Confidential Alert Line, which gives details of 
the sectors that the calls came from, and action taken by Public Concern at Work, the independent 
whistleblowing charity contracted to run the one year pilot project, will be published shortly. 

This service is currently being reviewed and an announcement on the future of the service will also 
be made shortly. 

 

 Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what measures each NHS board has put in place to reduce the incidence of haemorrhagic stroke. 

 (S4W-20178) 

Michael Matheson: Primary prevention of stroke including haemorrhagic stroke can best be 
achieved through a healthy lifestyle: a healthy diet, regular exercise, drinking sensibly and not 
smoking. 

The Scottish Government has developed a range of policies aimed at supporting people to live 
healthier lives, recognising that early intervention and better lifestyle choices can have very positive 
effects on health. 

Advice on healthy lifestyle choices should be embedded into every aspect of healthcare provision as 
part of routine contact with patients. 

All boards are expected to follow the guidance set out in the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines 
Network (SIGN) guideline 108: Management of patients with stroke or TIA: assessment, investigation, 
immediate management and secondary care and prevention. The guideline provides evidence based 
best practice recommendations for the management and care of people with stroke, including 
haemorrhagic stroke.  

The Scottish Stroke Care Standards (updated in January 2013) followed the publication of the SIGN 
guideline, and note the importance of starting secondary prevention early in avoiding further strokes. 
Current performance against the standards will be published in the 2014 Scottish Stroke Care Audit 
National Report in July 2014, which will be available at: www.strokeaudit.scot.nhs.uk. 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the Scotland’s Schools for the Future programme does not appear in the 
Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011: Updated Programme Pipeline (January 2014). 

 (S4W-20229) 

Michael Russell: Information relating to the Schools for the Future programme is included within the 
Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011: Progress Report for 2013 which was published on 17 March 
2013. Generic information relating to the schools programme was not included within the 
accompanying updated programme pipeline as details relating to the delivery of each individual school 
are now included within the updated project pipeline instead. 

In addition, the progress report includes progress details on all those individual schools with a capital 
value of £20 million or more which are currently at outline business case or beyond, and refers within 
the foreword to those schools which became operational in 2013. 

 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what (a) average, (b) longest and (c) shortest time has been taken to process an 
application for registration to the General Teaching Council for Scotland in each of the last five years. 

http://www.strokeaudit.scot.nhs.uk/


 (S4W-20241) 

Michael Russell: The General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) has been an independent 
body since April 2012. These, therefore, are matters for the GTCS. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has for the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra in the Scottish broadcasting service of an 
independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20253) 

Fiona Hyslop: Page 318 of Scotland's Future: Your Guide to an Independent Scotland sets out how 
a Scottish broadcasting service would be established as a public service broadcaster in an 
independent Scotland, building initially on the staff and assets of BBC Scotland. It would begin when 
the BBC Charter expires at midnight on 31 December 2016. The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra is 
part of BBC Scotland under the BBC’s management structure and will become part of the Scottish 
Broadcasting Service and continue in operation after independence. The BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra and its players are an important part of the critical mass that makes Glasgow such a leading 
venue for music, and indeed one of the first UNESCO Cities of Music. 

 

Transport Scotland 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to questions S4W-17786, S4W-19755 and S4W-19947 
on 11 October 2013, 26 February 2014 and 11 March 2014 respectively and in light of the answer to 
S4W-17768, which stated that "the Deputy First Minister has indicated that she intends to reach a 
conclusion on the way forward by the end of the year", whether a conclusion was reached by then 
and, if so, when this will be communicated and, if not, what the reason is for the delay. 

 (S4W-20128) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19947 on 11 March 2014, to S4W-
19755 on 26 February 2014, to S4W-17786 on 6 November 2013 and to S4W-17356 on 3 October 
2013. I have no further information to provide at this time. All answers to written parliamentary 
questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

I note that “S4W-17768” is a clerical mistake. 

 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether, as part of the decision to deploy the MV Coruisk on the Gourock to 
Dunoon route, the Deputy First Minister or Transport Scotland issued instructions to Argyll Ferries 
regarding the timetable and duration of crossings. 

 (S4W-20131) 

Keith Brown: Under the terms of the contract between Scottish Ministers and Argyll Ferries Limited, 
Transport Scotland issued a contract variation notice to Argyll Ferries Limited on 17 December 2013. 
This contract variation notice covered the operational period of the MV Coruisk on the Gourock-
Dunoon route over winter 2013-14. This contract variation included departure times for the MV Coruisk 
from Gourock and Dunoon. 

 

 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-20116 

S4W-20117 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


S4W-20118 

 


