
Thursday 13 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had regarding the availability of flood insurance for 
homes and businesses in areas that have experienced flooding. 

 (S4O-3016) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I spoke to the Association of British Insurers (ABI) on 27 February 2014 about a 
number of issues relating to flood insurance in Scotland. In particular, I passed on concerns that had 
been raised with me by David MacDonald of Stonehaven Flood Action Group and a number of MSPs, 
about the continued availability of flood insurance, particularly in areas such as Stonehaven that had 
experienced flooding in the recent past and where many policies were coming up for renewal. 

I was assured by the ABI that, while work to develop the new flood re-insurance scheme continues, 
ABI members will voluntarily meet their commitments to their existing customers under the old 
statement of principles agreement. The ABI said they would be happy to look into local cases to 
establish where ABI members were not abiding by that voluntary agreement. The ABI also suggested 
that residents struggling to get insurance contact the British Insurance Brokers Association through 
their website, which can help to identify a range of brokers who can quote for flood insurance, whether 
as a stand-alone policy or as part of a bundled, household policy. 

To that end, I have asked the Scottish Flood Forum to let the Scottish Government know of the 
details of any such cases which have been brought to their attention, and we will take them up with the 
ABI. However, clearly MSPs can play an important role in supplying such cases to the Scottish Flood 
Forum on behalf of constituents. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it has taken to ensure the integrity of fish processed and sold in Scotland. 

 (S4W-19948) 

Richard Lochhead: In August 2013, I wrote to all the key organisations that support businesses in 
the supply and processing of fishery products, to re-iterate that their labelling practises must be clear 
and accurate, in order to maintain consumer confidence and to protect the reputation of the industry 
as a whole. 

Since then, the recently published Scottish Seafood Partnership action plan includes an action to 
develop measures to ensure that product authenticity and traceability can be verified throughout the 
supply chain. This will be one of the issues discussed when the Food Standards Agency Scotland 
shortly meets, at my request, representatives of the sea fish industry to discuss what further measures 
should be taken to ensure that consumers can be confident of the authenticity of the fish that they 
purchase. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
excludes fish processing companies from being eligible for state aid; on what criteria a business is 
categorised as eligible for state aid, and how such a categorisation can be changed. 

 (S4W-19949) 

Richard Lochhead: The European Commission’s guidance on state aid stipulates that companies 
of any size can benefit from de minimis aid of up to 30,000 euros over a three year period. 

Small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) can benefit from state aid under the block exemption. 
SMEs are categorised as independent companies that have fewer than 250 employees, and an 
annual turnover not exceeding 50 million euros, or an annual balance sheet not exceeding 43 million 
euros. 

The Scottish Government is lobbying the European Commission to change the categorisation, 
through the current consultation on state aid. 



 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many currency 
options it has considered for an independent Scotland, broken down by the (a) ability of the currency 
to create fiscal independence and (b) cost of implementation. 

 (S4W-20060) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20059 on 12 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Finance 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how its plan to abolish 
the married couples' tax allowance if Scotland becomes independent would impact on couples who 
qualify for the allowance as a result of at least one partner being born before 6 April 1935. 

 (S4W-20019) 

John Swinney: In Scotland’s Future, the Scottish Government set out its intention to end the 
married couple’s transferable tax allowance, which the UK Government plans to introduce from 2015. 
The proposed married couple’s transferable tax allowance will benefit a limited number of married 
couples and will effectively discriminate against many families. This government would reinvest the 
resources in the expansion of childcare provision. 

The Scottish Government has no plans to end the married couple’s allowance which is available to 
married couples and civil partners with at least one spouse born before 6 April 1935. 

Scotland’s Future explains that Scotland will inherit the prevailing UK tax code at the point of 
independence, including tax rates, reliefs and allowances, and this will remain in place until changes 
are made by future Scottish governments. 

Governance and Communities 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made on bringing forward proposals to reform local government finance in the current 
parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-20029) 

John Swinney: This Government has an existing commitment to consult with others to develop 
options for a fairer and more progressive local tax, based on ability to pay, later in this Parliament. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the council tax freeze will remain in place for the remainder of the current parliamentary 
session. 

 (S4W-20030) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has fully funded the council tax freeze since 2008-09 and 
is committed to doing so for the lifetime of this Parliament, helping all of Scotland’s council tax payers. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average increase will be for each council tax band when the council tax freeze ends. 

 (S4W-20031) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is committed to fully funding the council tax freeze for the 
lifetime of this Parliament. We have also made a commitment to consult with others to develop options 
for a fairer and more progressive local tax, based on ability to pay, later in this Parliament. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it has contributed to funding the council tax freeze, broken down by year.  

 (S4W-20032) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided an additional £70 million each year since 
2008-09 to compensate local authorities for the council tax freeze and is committed to do so for the 
lifetime of this Parliament. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers the council tax freeze to be sustainable. 

 (S4W-20034) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has fully funded the council tax freeze since 2008-09 and 
is committed to do so for the lifetime of this Parliament, helping all of Scotland’s council tax payers. 
The cumulative cost of the council tax freeze over the whole period 2008-16 equates to only around 
1% of the cumulative Scottish budget over the same period. 

Health and Social Care 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
provisions are in place in local communities to provide support for vulnerable patients who find it 
difficult to access their GP surgery. 

 (S4W-19994) 

Alex Neil: Under the legal framework for service provision, NHS boards are responsible for ensuring 
the provision of primary medical services for their areas. In discharging these statutory obligations 
health boards are required to ensure that care provided to vulnerable people by GPs is consistent with 
their contractual requirements and the General Medical Council’s Good medical practice. 

Under the quality and outcomes framework or enhanced services elements of the GP contract, 
boards may also have specific pathways identified detailing care of the vulnerable, and these would be 
monitored as part of the contract review process. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action the NHS takes to ensure that all patients have easy access to a GP surgery in their area. 

 (S4W-19995) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19994 on 13 March 2014. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the recommendations in the report by the charity, Bliss, 
It’s not a game: the very real costs of having a premature or sick baby. 

 (S4W-19996) 

Alex Neil: The Bliss report contains a number of recommendations on reserved issues such as 
extending maternity leave and advice for employers which are, therefore, a matter for the UK 
Government. Neonatal Care in Scotland: A Quality Framework, published on 5 March 2013, sets out 
the requirements for the provision of high quality dedicated family friendly facilities appropriate for 
parents and families of babies in neonatal care. 

We expect boards to determine how to meet those requirements as they work towards full 
implementation of the framework over a five to 10 year timescale. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assistance sportscotland provides to help ensure that there is an adequate provision of full-size shinty 
pitches. 

 (S4W-19997) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx


Shona Robison: sportscotland, the national agency for sport, has over the past five years invested 
£272,410 on the development of shinty pitches in the Highlands and Argyll and Bute areas and 
discussions are on-going with a number of clubs with regard to further shinty pitch developments. 

sportscotland works closely with the Camanachd Association and has offered its support for the 
development of a pitches strategy. It has also highlighted the funding opportunities available to any 
club to apply to upgrade or build new facilities as required. At a local level, sportscotland continues to 
have strategic discussions with local authorities about facilities development. Sport specific needs are 
part of those discussions to ensure any development, where relevant, will realise the potential for the 
sport of shinty as well as other sports. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact the Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill will have on 
ensuring an integrated approach to the handling of complaints. 

 (S4W-19998) 

Alex Neil: Integration joint boards will be required by the regulations underpinning the Public Bodies 
(Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill to set out their complaints procedures for integrated services. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which healthcare (a) professional and (b) negotiating bodies the Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Wellbeing has met to discuss Prescription for Excellence. 

 (S4W-20016) 

Alex Neil: I have not as yet met with healthcare or pharmacy professional or negotiating bodies, but 
plan to do so in the near future. 

Meetings have however taken place at official level with representatives of the Royal Pharmaceutical 
Society (Scotland), the General Pharmaceutical Council, Community Pharmacy Scotland, the Royal 
College of General Practitioners and the Scottish General Practitioners Committee of the British 
Medical Association. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which pharmacy (a) professional and (b) negotiating bodies the Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Wellbeing has met to discuss Prescription for Excellence. 

 (S4W-20017) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-20016 on 13 March 2014. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the (a) governance structure and (b) implementation groups required for the delivery of 
Prescription for Excellence have been formed. 

 (S4W-20018) 

Alex Neil: Work is progressing on the establishment of the governance structure and the various 
working groups that will be central to the effective implementation of the vision and action plan set out 
in Prescription for Excellence. 

The Scottish Government will provide details in due course of the national governance group, the 
supporting implementation workstreams and next steps. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many and which GP surgeries in each NHS board are operating full patient 
lists. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


 (S4W-20023) 

Alex Neil: There is only one GP surgery, the Knightswood Medical Practice within NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde, that is classified as having a ‘full’ patient list at present, and its patient list will re-
open on 1 May 2014. 

I also refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19244 on 29 January 2014. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the average waiting time has been for a GP appointment in each NHS 
board in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-20038) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally, as the appropriate performance 
measures for GP access, the Health Efficiency Access Treatment standard are measured by the GP 
patient experience survey, which was last published on 29 May 2012 and can be accessed at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/partnerstories/NHSScotlandperformance
/GPAccessStandard. 

Measures for the standard include: proportion of positive responses for 48 hour access to an 
appropriate healthcare professional; and the proportion of positive responses for booking an 
appointment with a GP more than 48 hours in advance. For both measures the standard is 90%  

The Scottish Health and Care Experience Survey 2013-14 takes place every two years, was sent 
out in November 2013 and is the successor to the GP patient experience survey. This is the third time 
that the survey has taken place and it provides valuable information on areas for improvement 
covering both NHS and local social care services. Given its relevance to a wide range of services, it is 
sponsored by a number of partners including NHS Scotland and the Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities (CoSLA). The results will be published later this year. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many patients have been removed from GP practice lists in each NHS 
board in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-20039) 

Alex Neil: The latest information and historical information on the numbers of patients removed from 
GP practice lists in each year from 1999 to 2013 is shown in the following tables. 

Patients removed from GP practice lists 
1 
at the request of a GP; by NHS Board 

Table 1 (1999-2006) 
 

 Number of patients removed
 2
 

Year ended 31 March 
4
 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

200
6 

         

Argyll and Clyde 318 312 238 381 332 265 275 81 

Ayrshire and Arran 404 374 352 475 519 434 483 393 

Borders 7 8 8 9 10 17 15 7 

Dumfries and Galloway n/a 39 25 28 34 46 26 41 

Fife  n/a 81 90 128 103 120 134 125 

Forth Valley  201 133 138 167 198 206 192 205 

Grampian 180 209 248 268 307 357 238 196 

Greater Glasgow n/a n/a n/a 1 330 1 458 n/a 779 672 

Highland  84 33 30 37 25 34 26 23 

Lanarkshire 703 n/a 420 692 701 767 622 514 

Lothian 
3
 745 658 493 462 410 558 360 335 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/partnerstories/NHSScotlandperformance/GPAccessStandard
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/partnerstories/NHSScotlandperformance/GPAccessStandard


Orkney 4 1 5 1 2 13 7 1 

Shetland  2 - - 1 - - - - 

Tayside 413 147 211 204 181 238 186 153 

Western Isles 3 - 1 2 - 5 - 1 

 
Table 2 (2007-2013): Patients removed from GP practice lists 

1 
at the request of a GP; by NHS Board 

 

 Number of patients removed
 2
  

Year ended 31 March 
4
 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013  

Ayrshire and Arran 366 379 540 419 340 583 603  

Borders 2 6 3 4 11 3 10  

Dumfries and Galloway 40 27 26 33 25 22 16  

Fife  129 121 107 137 154 120 140  

Forth Valley  167 195 192 232 195 134 189  

Grampian 
5
 239 123 204 232 104 262 n/a  

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 831 795 859 961 1 063 786 938  

Highland 
5
 27 40 39 22 23 52 n/a  

Lanarkshire  506 525 603 534 401 482 530  

Lothian 
3
 279 322 311 380 357 374 463  

Orkney 
5
 1 - 1 - - - n/a  

Shetland 
5
 - - - - - 1 n/a  

Tayside 
5
 107 106 158 152 83 202 n/a  

Western Isles 1 4 4 2 2 3 3  

1. Patients removed at the request of a GP, excluding those removed as a result of death, emigration 
or change of address 
2. Number of patients removed during the financial year.  Where a patient has been removed more 
than once during the year, he/she has been counted only once in this table. 

3. Prior to 2001, NHS Lothian data include removals as a result of change of address.   

4. Comprises new NHS board configuration, Argyll and Clyde health board no longer applicable 

5. Patients removed from GP practice lists for NHS Boards covered by Practitioner Services 
Aberdeen is not available for 2013 

n/a. The number of patients removed from GP practice lists are not available. 

Only the actual number of individuals removed were collected for these NHS boards at that time 
(Refer to note 2). 
Source: ISD Scotland, NHS National Services Scotland. Ref: IR2014-00471 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) adults and (b) children have received dialysis (i) at home and (ii) in hospital in each of the 
last four years, broken down by NHS board area. 

 (S4W-20042) 

Michael Matheson: The number of patients in Scotland receiving renal replacement therapy for 
established renal failure is small and so data are provided in amalgamated age ranges that are 
consistent with the Scottish Renal Registry annual publication, that is, under 20s and over 20s. 

Table 1: Number of prevalent patients, age range on hospital haemodialysis by age group in 
Scotland as at 31st December in each year. 

NHS board 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 20 
years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Ayrshire and 
Arran 

146 - 157 - 145 - 147 - 

Borders 50 - 52 - 49 - 41 - 



NHS board 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 20 
years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

50 - 53 - 49 - 51 - 

Fife  134 2 134 2 152 1 158 - 

Forth Valley 111 - 119 2 111 3 105 - 

Grampian 188 - 190 1 201 2 218 1 

Greater 
Glasgow  and 
Clyde 

438 6 439 3 455 2 447 3 

Highland  99 1 88 - 86 1 79 - 

Lanarkshire 186 1 198 1 184 1 205 2 

Lothian 219 2 214 1 205 2 223 - 

Orkney 7 - 9 - 7 - 6 - 

Shetland 3 - 4 - 4 - 3 - 

Tayside 164 - 169 - 177 - 169 - 

Western Isles 8 - 11 - 8 - 6 - 

Scotland 1803 12 1837 10 1833 12 1858 6 

Source: ISD Scotland. Scottish Renal Registry, 2013 

Table 2: Number of prevalent patients, age range on home haemodialysis by age group in Scotland 
as at 31st December in each year.  

NHS board 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Ayrshire and 
Arran 

7 - 7 - 8 - 9 - 

Borders 3 - 2 - 1 - 2 - 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

- - - - - - 1 - 

Fife  - - - - - - - - 

Forth Valley 8 - 8 - 7 - 7 - 

Grampian 6 - 5 - 3 - 4 - 

Greater 
Glasgow  and 
Clyde 

16 - 16 - 20 - 19 - 

Highland  4 - 3 - 6 - 9 - 

Lanarkshire 2 - 2 - 5 - 6 - 

Lothian 5 - 5 - 4 - 4 - 



NHS board 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Orkney - - - - - - - - 

Shetland 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 

Tayside - - - - - - - - 

Western Isles - - - - - - - - 

Scotland 52 - 49 - 55 - 62 - 

Source: ISD Scotland.  Scottish Renal Registry, 2013 

Table 3: Number of prevalent patients, age range on home peritoneal dialysis by age group in 
Scotland as at 31st December in each year.  

NHS board 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Over 
20 

years 

Under 
20 

years 

Ayrshire and 
Arran 

39 1 43 1 47 3 40 2 

Borders 6 1 7 1 6 1 4 - 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

14 - 8 - 13 - 16 - 

Fife  29 - 29 - 30 - 21 - 

Forth Valley 8 3 7 2 6 2 5 1 

Grampian 30 3 34 2 22 3 24 3 

Greater 
Glasgow  and 
Clyde 

37 2 35 2 34 1 34 1 

Highland  27 - 27 - 24 1 23 1 

Lanarkshire 14 1 12 1 11 - 11 1 

Lothian 56 1 46 1 34 2 34 1 

Orkney 3 - 1 - 1 1 2 1 

Shetland - 1 - - - - - - 

Tayside 24 - 20 1 20 - 18 - 

Western Isles 2 - 4 - 2 - 1 - 

Scotland 289 13 273 11 250 14 233 11 

Source: ISD Scotland. Scottish Renal Registry, 2013 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans 
to deliver the Health and Work Service on behalf of the UK Government. 

 (S4W-20066) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has agreed in principle with the UK Government that the 
proposed Health and Work Service will be delivered in Scotland through the NHS. This will take 



advantage of the reasonably well developed occupational health infrastructure that already exists in 
NHSScotland. 

This will avoid the service being delivered in Scotland for profit through the private sector as is the 
proposition for the Health and Work Service in England and Wales. 

Learning and Justice 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
membership is of the independent review group led by Lord Bonomy in relation to corroboration. 

 (S4W-19722) 

Kenny MacAskill: Lord Bonomy has confirmed the following membership for the reference group 
for the review: 

Rt Hon Lady Dorrian 
Sheriff Michael O'Grady QC 
Sheriff Norman McFadyen 
Ian Cruickshank  
David McKenna, Victim Support Scotland 
Joe Moyes, Scottish Court Service 
DCC Iain Livingstone, Police Scotland 
Shelagh McCall, Scottish Human Rights Commission 
J D Murray Macara QC  
Murdo MacLeod QC  
Jane Farquharson, Advocate 
Frances McMenamin, SCCRC 
Sir Gerald Gordon 
Charles Stoddart  
Professor James Chalmers 
Professor Pamela Ferguson 

It is understood that this list does not preclude changes in the composition of the group in light of the 
development of the work of the review. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when will Lord 
Bonomy’s independent review group (a) first meet and (b) report its findings on corroboration to 
ministers. 

 (S4W-19723) 

Kenny MacAskill: The timings for reference group meetings are a matter for Lord Bonomy. The 
review is expected to take approximately a year. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
resources it is providing to Lord Bonomy’s independent review group on corroboration for (a) research 
and (b) administration. 

 (S4W-19724) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has seconded two officials to provide a secretariat to 
support the administration of the review. The conduct of the review and any research is a matter for 
Lord Bonomy. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
consideration of stage 2 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill will be delayed until after Lord 
Bonomy’s independent review group on corroboration has reported to ministers.  

 (S4W-19725) 

Kenny MacAskill: The general principles of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill including the 
corroboration reform have now been approved by the Scottish Parliament and the Bill will proceed with 



its parliamentary passage in the usual way. Lord Bonomy’s independent review will consider any 
additional safeguards and changes to law and practice that may be necessary to maintain a fair, 
effective and efficient system in light of the removal of the corroboration requirement. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans there are 
to introduce Arabic language courses in the curriculum for excellence. 

 (S4W-19929) 

Alasdair Allan: It is up to schools and local authorities to decide which language courses to offer 
their pupils. This will be based on a variety of considerations including the availability of qualified 
teachers; demand for the language; routes for progression and the availability of qualifications and 
learning resources. As one of the main languages of the world, we would hope that in due course 
Arabic might be offered in some schools. The government has made an ambitious languages 
commitment to create the conditions over two parliaments to enable all young people to learn two 
languages in addition to their mother tongue. We are working in partnership with local authorities and 
stakeholders to enable learning of the first additional language to start from primary one with a second 
additional language to be offered by all schools from primary five. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans there are 
to introduce Arabic language courses at Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework level (a) 4, (b) 
5, (c) 6 and (d) 7. 

 (S4W-19930) 

Alasdair Allan: This is a matter for the Scottish Qualifications Authority. I have asked the Chief 
Executive to write to you. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what new 
qualifications the SQA is planning to introduce at Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework level 
(a) 4, (b) 5, (c) 6 and (d) 7 and has introduced in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-19932) 

Alasdair Allan: This is a matter for the Scottish Qualifications Authority. I have asked the Chief 
Executive to write to you. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what SQA language 
courses are available, broken down by the number studying each subject. 

 (S4W-19933) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Qualification Authority provides a range of language qualifications to 
suit the diverse needs of candidates. 

Courses of study include units, a Languages for Life and Work Award at Scottish Credit and 
Qualification Framework (SCQF) 3 and 4 and national courses. Beyond these, many other learners 
study languages but not to a language qualification. The qualifications available broken down by the 
number studying each subject are contained within two tables: 

Table 1 shows the number studying for each language qualification in 2012-13. 

Table 2 shows the entries in 2013 for the units which make up the Languages for Life and Work 
Award (the incorporation of units into an award is new in 2013). 

The award includes a Language for Work Purposes unit and a Languages for Life unit. These two 
units can be taken in one or two of the following languages: Cantonese, French, Gaelic (Learners), 
German, Italian, Mandarin, Polish, Russian, Spanish and Urdu at either SCQF level 3 or 4. 

In addition 25 students in 2012-13 studied for the Languages Baccalaureate. 



Table 1: Studying a language by level 2013 post-appeal (in publicly funded centres). An asterix 
denotes fewer than five entries. Classical Greek is also available; however, there are no entries in 
publicly funded centres. 

Table 2: The entries in 2013 for the units which make up the Languages for Life and Work Award (in 
all centres). The incorporation of units into an award is new in 2013. The certification of the award is 
not tied to the annual diet of examinations for national courses. 

Language 
 

Unit SCQF level Entries 

French for Work Purposes 3 184 

French for Work Purposes 4 804 

French for Life 3 206 

French for Life 4 534 

  Total French 1,728 

Gaelic Gaelic (Learners) for Work Purposes 3 13 

  Total Gaelic 13 

German for Work Purposes 3 93 

German for Work Purposes 4 20 

German for Life 3 23 

  Total German 136 

Italian for Work Purposes 4 * 

  Total Italian * 

Mandarin for Work Purposes 3 23 

  Total Mandarin 23 

Spanish for Work Purposes 3 169 

Subject/ 
Level 

Access 
2 

Access 
3 

Standard 
Grade 

Intermediate 
1 

Intermediate 
2 

Higher Advanced 
Higher 

Total 

French 18 989 20,525 1,824 3,758 3,691 522 31,327 

Spanish 31 718 3,575 927 1,701 1,327 171 8,450 

German - 170 4,182 335 802 890 91 6,470 

Italian - 43 206 41 118 199 10 617 

Cantonese - - - - * * * 11 

Mandarin - 60 - - - - - 60 

Mandarin  
Simplified 

- - - 69 32 26 10 137 

Mandarin 
Traditional 

- - - - * 7 * 16 

Russian - * - 17 * 22 - 49 

Urdu - - 102 - - 107 - 209 

Latin - - 164 5 11 97 9 286 

Gaelic 
Learners 

- 9 309 14 37 105 21 495 

Gaidhlig - * 196 * 30 114 19 368 



Language 
 

Unit SCQF level Entries 

Spanish for Work Purposes 4 149 

Spanish for Life 3 82 

Spanish For Life 4 60 

  Total Spanish 460 

Urdu for Work Purposes 3 8 

Urdu for Work Purposes 4 29 

Urdu for Life 3 8 

Urdu for Life 4 29 

  Total Urdu 74 

This information was provided by SQA in January 2014. The units are available in all 10 languages 
but the table shows which languages were studied in 2013. An asterix denotes fewer than five entries. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the Council of Economic Advisers’ report on the provision of childcare will be published. 

 (S4W-19975) 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18943 on 14 January 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-19659 by Roseanna Cunningham on 27 February 2014, what 
discussions the Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs had with members of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Board (SFRS) regarding the decision not to hold a public consultation on the closure 
of fire control rooms following the programme of engagement carried out by the SFRS Board on this 
issue. 

 (S4W-19976) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I meet regularly with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) to 
discuss a range of current issues. My last meeting with the SFRS Chair and Chief Fire Officer was on 
11 March 2014. 

Decisions on the allocation of SFRS resources, including the number and location of control rooms, 
are matters for the SFRS Board. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what statutory requirements there are on local authorities for the maintenance of its 
school estate buildings that are included in merger or closure plans. 

 (S4W-19982) 

Michael Russell: Section 17 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 places a statutory duty on local 
authorities to maintain their school buildings. This applies to school buildings which are included in 
merger or closure plans whilst still in use. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, following the passing of the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill, 
whether it considers that no teacher should be required to use materials that actively promote a 
particular view of marriage. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-19983) 

Michael Russell: All teachers in Scotland are expected to adhere to the General Teaching Council 
of Scotland’s Code of Professionalism and Conduct, which sets out the key principles and values for 
registered teachers in Scotland. In particular, Part 5 on equality and diversity emphasises the need for 
teachers to be non-judgmental, and to recognise their status as role models within the school. 

If any teacher, or indeed any child or young person, is asked to do something to which they 
fundamentally object in any aspect of the curriculum, the Scottish Government would expect there to 
be appropriate mechanisms for such concerns to be raised and dealt with locally. Where teachers 
raise religious or belief concerns about teaching aspects of relationships, sexual health and 
parenthood education, local authorities may wish to take account of the guidance issued by the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission on religion or belief in the workplace: 
www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/guidance-for-employers/religion-or-belief-new-
guidance-february-2013/  

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, following the passing of the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill, 
whether teachers and pupils are free to openly and clearly express any disagreement with same-sex 
marriage in schools. 

 (S4W-19984) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19983 on 13 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, following the passing of the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill, what 
its position is on whether teachers who disagree with same-sex marriage should be pressurised to 
promote same-sex marriage in the classroom. 

 (S4W-19985) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19983 on 13 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, following the passage of the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill, 
whether it considers that no teacher has a duty to promote or endorse a particular view of marriage 
nor will have under any revised guidance in the future. 

 (S4W-19986) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19983 on 13 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-19909 by Roseanna Cunningham on 
6 March 2014, for what reasons it did not propose the abolition of honorary sheriffs in its consultation 
on the Courts Reform (Scotland) Bill and how many respondents to the consultation called for their 
abolition. 

 (S4W-20052) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The proposals in the draft Courts Reform (Scotland) Bill consulted upon in 
2013 included restricting the civil competence of the honorary sheriff to that of the new summary 
sheriff. 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/guidance-for-employers/religion-or-belief-new-guidance-february-2013/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/guidance-for-employers/religion-or-belief-new-guidance-february-2013/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The Scottish Government has listened to the representations it has received on its proposals in 
relation to honorary sheriffs and amended its proposals accordingly. 

There were several negative comments from stakeholders responding to the consultation. In 
particular, there were comments that the appointment process for honorary sheriffs was not 
considered transparent, that honorary sheriffs may not be suitably qualified to deal with family law 
cases, and that the post of honorary sheriff should not be elevated to a statutory judicial office. One 
consultee said that no person should be allowed to sit as a sheriff in civil cases involving child welfare 
and domestic abuse unless they had 10 years legal qualification (i.e. this would preclude honorary 
sheriffs from doing so). Another body said that some of its members thought that honorary sheriffs had 
no place in our system and that the proposals should be reconsidered. 

The Scottish Government will not abolish honorary sheriffs until alternative arrangements including 
summary sheriffs and technology are in place. 

Transport Scotland 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-15727 by Keith Brown on 28 June 2013, when the report will be published. 

 (S4W-19964) 

Keith Brown: The report into the breakdown of the MV Hamnavoe was published on 7 March 2014 
and is available on the Transport Scotland website by following the link: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/water/ferries/subsidised/northern-isles-ferry-services 

The report covers the search for a replacement vessel, contingency measures, communications, 
financial impact and lessons learned. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-15728 by Keith Brown on 28 June 2013, what the final cost was of the vessel 
breaking down, and how much of this will be met by (a) the public sector and (b) Serco NorthLink. 

 (S4W-19965) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19964 on 13 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost 
was to the public sector of the first year of the 2012-18 Serco NorthLink contract to the Northern Isles. 

 (S4W-19966) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government paid a grant of £37,556,777.39 subject to any final 
adjustment, to Serco Northlink Ferries Ltd in respect of the first contract year of the 2012-18 Northern 
Isles Ferry Services, Public Service Contract. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with Serco NorthLink regarding procedures in the event of a vessel breaking 
down on its Northern Isles' services. 

 (S4W-19967) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland regularly meets with Serco NorthLink Ferries Ltd to discuss a 
range of operational issues in connection with the service Serco NorthLink ferries Ltd provide under 
the Public Service Contract with Scottish Ministers. These discussions include procedures in the event 
of a vessel breakdown. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what lessons 
it has learned from (a) Serco NorthLink's and (b) Transport Scotland’s response to the breakdown of 
MV Hamnavoe in April 2013. 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/water/ferries/subsidised/northern-isles-ferry-services
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 (S4W-19968) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question SW4-19964 on 13 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-19243 

S4W-19405 

S4W-19406 


