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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if an 
independent Scotland did not achieve a currency union with the rest of the UK, whether it would pay 
Scotland's share of the UK debt and, if so, what the timescale for repayment would be. 

 (S4W-19977) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government position is to retain sterling within a formal monetary 
union with the rest of the UK. 

The first report of the Fiscal Commission Working Group in February 2013 set out the range of 
viable currency and monetary models for a country of Scotland’s size and economic strength, and 
concluded that a formal sterling area is the best option for Scotland and the rest of the United 
Kingdom in the event of Scottish independence. This position was re-stated following their recent 
meeting on 6 March 2014. 

Scotland's Future set out that upon independence Scotland will accept a fair share of the existing UK 
debt. The amount of the debt that we accept will be subject to negotiations. We will also be entitled to 
a fair share of UK assets.  

Under any realistic scenario, Scotland’s projected share of the UK debt as a percentage of 
Scotland’s GDP will be less than the debt of the rest of the UK expressed in the same terms. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
estimates it has made of the initial debt of an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-19978) 

John Swinney: An independent Scotland’s share of the UK national debt, and our share of UK 
national assets, including the Bank of England, would be part of a negotiated settlement between 
Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

Scotland’s Future sets out two possible scenarios for Scotland’s share of UK national debt: a 
population share, and a share based on Scotland’s historic contribution made to the UK’s public 
finances. 

Scotland’s Future shows that under either option, Scotland would have a lower debt to GDP ratio 
than the UK as a whole upon independence in 2016-17. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
options it has considered regarding the division of state-owned assets in an independent Scotland 
using a form of so-called sterlingisation. 

 (S4W-19979) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19977 on 12 March 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to a separate currency for an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-20059) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government position is to retain sterling within a formal monetary 
union with the rest of the UK. 

The first report of the Fiscal Commission Working Group in February 2013 set out the range of 
viable currency and monetary models for a country of Scotland’s size and economic strength, and 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


concluded that a formal sterling area is the best option for Scotland and the rest of the United 
Kingdom in the event of Scottish independence. This position was re-stated following their recent 
meeting on 6 March 2014. 

Governance and Communities 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the suspension of (a) council tax for households and (b) 
non-domestic rates for businesses affected by flooding. 

 (S4W-19726) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has fully funded the council tax freeze for the last six 
years to provide much-needed financial relief to vulnerable groups and hard pressed families, and we 
are committed to continuing this freeze for the lifetime of this Parliament. As responsibility for the 
administration and collection of council tax sits with Scottish local authorities, it would be for local 
authorities to determine their approach in circumstances where local communities have been affected 
by flooding. 

The Scottish Government is also committed to offering the most competitive business rates package 
in the UK and, should the need arise, will consider the need to offer business rate relief for affected 
businesses. 

My officials have been in touch with a number of local authorities following the recent flooding 
relating to the Bellwin Scheme. I triggered the Bellwin Scheme on 31 December 2013 and as a result 
the Scottish Borders, Orkney Islands and South Lanarkshire councils have notified the Scottish 
Government of possible claims for additional revenue funding under the scheme. 

Dumfries and Galloway council is also seeking additional financial support outwith the Bellwin 
Scheme and I am currently considering that request. 

In addition, the Scottish Government is working with local authorities, Scottish Environmental 
Protection Agency (SEPA) and Scottish Water to deliver our first ever round of strategic flood risk 
management plans. Building on the national flood risk assessment and SEPA’s recently published 
flood risk and hazard maps, these set out objectives for reducing flood risk in potentially vulnerable 
areas across Scotland, and the best combination of measures to achieve this. 

Health and Social Care 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government who 
is responsible for informing patients about the closure of their local GP surgery. 

 (S4O-3003) 

Michael Matheson: Patient registration arrangements are local contractual matters between NHS 
boards and GP practices. Where a GP practice is closing, it is the statutory duty of NHS boards to 
communicate with patients about this.  

Normally, acting on the health boards’ behalf, the practitioner services division within NHS National 
Services Scotland, will provide whatever assistance is needed in finding a patient a new GP practice. 

 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it last met representatives of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde to discuss 
healthcare issues relating to Clydebank and Milngavie. 

 (S4O-3004) 

Alex Neil: Ministers and government officials regularly meet with representatives of NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde to discuss matters of importance to local people. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the percentage uplift is for each NHS board based on the NHSScotland Resource Allocation 
Committee distribution. 

 (S4W-19958) 



Alex Neil: The following table sets out the NHSScotland Resource Allocation Committee (NRAC) 
formula target shares for 2013-14 and 2014-15 and the year-on-year change (based on the current 
health board boundaries), alongside the proportionate increase in the actual board funding allocation. 

Note that the uplift to the actual allocations depends on the overall increase in funding and on the 
distance between a board's target share and its actual share in the base year (referred to as the 'parity 
position'). Typically a board whose actual allocation share is less than its target share will have a 
higher rate of uplift than a board whose actual allocation share is higher than its target share. 

Table: Health board NRAC target shares for 2013-14 and 2014-15 and the year-on-year 
proportionate change in the target shares and in actual board allocations. 

Health Board 

Target Shares 

Actual Allocation: 
uplift 2013-14 to 

2014-15, per cent 

2013-14 2014-15 Change: 
per cent 

Ayrshire & Arran 7.36% 7.50% 1.9% 2.60% 

Borders 2.10% 2.11% 0.9% 2.50% 

Dumfries & Galloway 3.00% 3.01% 0.5% 2.50% 

Fife 6.90% 6.79% -1.6% 3.30% 

Forth Valley 5.51% 5.45% -1.1% 3.60% 

Grampian 9.68% 9.77% 0.9% 4.00% 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde 24.01% 24.17% 0.7% 2.60% 

Highland 6.36% 6.49% 2.1% 3.00% 

Lanarkshire 10.88% 10.94% 0.6% 2.90% 

Lothian 14.86% 14.36% -3.3% 4.10% 

Orkney 0.43% 0.49% 12.5% 4.50% 

Shetland 0.46% 0.48% 5.2% 2.60% 

Tayside 7.84% 7.73% -1.4% 2.50% 

Western Isles 0.62% 0.70% 12.2% 2.60% 

Note that the development of the target shares between 2013-14 and 2014-15 is affected by the 
revisions to the formula following the recommendations of the working group which reviewed the 
morbidity and life circumstances adjustment for the Mental Health and Learning Difficulties 
programme; the revisions to the formula following the recommendations of the working group on 
remote and rural issues, and; the revisions to the National Records of Scotland population estimates 
following the census undertaken in 2011. 

Further details of the formula changes and the effects on target shares can be found on the website 
of the Technical Advisory Group on Resource Allocation at: 
http://www.tagra.scot.nhs.uk/subgroups.html  

Further information on the NRAC target shares can be found at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Finance/Resource-Allocation-Formula/resource-allocation-
latest.asp  

Transport Scotland 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many road accidents are caused by poor vision and how such accidents are recorded. 

 (S4W-19940) 

Keith Brown: In 2012 there were 12 cases where it was considered that drivers with uncorrected 
defective eyesight had contributed to injury road accidents. Information on contributory factors is 
collected by the police as part of the GB wide ‘STATS 19’ accident data collection. It should be noted 
that they reflect the reporting officer’s opinion at the time of reporting the accident and are based on 
the information which was available at that time, and have not been revised in the light of any 
subsequent extensive investigation. 

 

http://www.tagra.scot.nhs.uk/subgroups.html
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Finance/Resource-Allocation-Formula/resource-allocation-latest.asp
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Finance/Resource-Allocation-Formula/resource-allocation-latest.asp


David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
decisions are taken on the use of messaging on motorway gantry signs and what plans it has to use 
such messaging to encourage drivers to have regular eye tests. 

 (S4W-19941) 

Keith Brown: Variable message signs are used by the Scottish Government to manage the trunk 
road network by providing advanced warning to drivers of emergencies and incidents. That is their 
primary use. Only when there are no emergencies or incidents to report, the signs are used to warn 
drivers of events that may cause delays in the future (e.g. road works or major events), provide 
reliable journey time information and to also promote background messages that support road safety, 
network operation and other related campaigns. 

The background messages have been developed in consultation with a number of key stakeholders 
and we try to apply them with a degree of intelligence. For example, if a route has a high motorcycle 
accident rate during the summer, we will display relevant road safety messages on that route during 
that period. If traffic queues on a route every morning, we will display car sharing or public transport 
messages on that route during the morning peak. 

We believe our network of 205 variable message signs is an important asset, which should be fully 
utilised to influence driver behaviour and promote a safer and more efficient transport network. We 
constantly look for opportunities to improve the effectiveness of our background messages and will 
look to introduce a message to stress the importance of regular eye tests. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many times the 17:26 train from Edinburgh to Dunblane has been reduced to two carriages in 
each of the last three years, and how many times this has led to the operator being fined. 

 (S4W-19953) 

Keith Brown: The following table outlines the number of times the 17:26 train from Edinburgh to 
Dunblane service has been reduced to two carriages:  

Financial Year Instances where capacity has 
reduced (three to two carriages) 

2011-12 7 

2012-13 7 

2013-14 (to 
February 2014) 

4 

On each of these 18 occasions (in total) the operator was fined, under the short-formation incentive 
procedures of the current franchise. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many times the 07:20 train from Dunblane to Edinburgh has been reduced to three carriages in 
each of the last three years, and how many times this has led to the operator being fined. 

 (S4W-19954) 

Keith Brown: The following table outlines the number of times the 07:20 train from Dunblane to 
Edinburgh service has been reduced to either three or two carriages: 

Financial Year Instances where capacity has reduced 
(four to three carriages) 

Instances where capacity has 
reduced (four to two carriages) 

2011-12 48 16 

2012-13 28 10 

2013-14 (to February 
2014) 

19 2 

On each of these occasions (123 in total) the operator was fined, under the short-formation incentive 
procedures of the current franchise. 


