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National Conference of State Legislatures Conference 

The Presiding Officer’s Opening Remarks – Wednesday 10 July 2013 

 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  As Presiding Officer, it is my 
great pleasure to welcome you here to Scotland, to our beautiful capital 
city of Edinburgh and to the Debating Chamber of the Scottish 
Parliament. 

I’d like to welcome in particular Terie Norelli, President of the NCSL and 
Speaker of the New Hampshire House of Representatives.   

It was a great privilege to be able to announce earlier this year, 
alongside Terie, the Scottish Parliament’s hosting of this prestigious 
gathering, and it is an even greater pleasure to welcome you here today, 
in-person. 

Much work has gone into the planning and organisation of this 
conference, not least in terms of the logistics of bringing so many 
legislators from across the United States here to Scotland, so I’m 
grateful to Terie and her staff for their efforts in bringing NCSL to 
Scotland.   

I’d also like to acknowledge the efforts of our own parliamentary staff 
who have worked in close conjunction with their NCSL colleagues. 

It is fantastic that the National Conference of State Legislatures has 
chosen Scotland as the destination for its first meeting outside of North 
America.   

Aside from the natural beauty of our country, the number and quality of 
our golf courses and the number of scotch whisky distilleries, none of 
which I’m sure factored in the decision to come here, Scotland and the 
United States enjoy many connections. 

At least nine of the fifty-six signatories of the American Declaration of 
Independence were Scots by birth or descent.  Eleven Presidents have 
been descended from Scottish lineage. 

And there have been countless individuals throughout American history 
who were Scots either by birth or by descent.   
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John Witherspoon, born not far from here was a signatory and President 
of the College of New Jersey, now known as Princeton. 

John Muir, founder of the great National Parks of America, was born just 
outside Edinburgh. 

And Andrew Carnegie, philanthropist and steel magnate, was born just a 
few miles from my own birthplace of Cowdenbeath. 

Indeed, the influence of the Scots diaspora reaches deep into the heart 
of America.  The number of Americans who claim Scottish ancestry is far 
greater than the population of Scotland itself.   

As the 28th President, Woodrow Wilson put it: “every line of strength in 
American history is a line coloured with Scottish blood”.   

The people of Scotland have a great fondness for our North American 
cousins, so you can be assured of an extremely warm welcome during 
your time here. 

I am delighted that the Scottish Parliament is hosting this symposium.   

Our links with the legislatures of the United States are a key strand of 
the Scottish Parliament’s international strategy, so this conference offers 
us a valuable opportunity to learn from the knowledge and experience of 
Senate Presidents, House Speakers and Majority and Minority Leaders 
from right across the United States. 

This symposium provides a platform for delegates to discuss a range of 
issues of common concern.  Budget trends, the global economy, energy, 
business and leadership.  There are sessions addressing all of these 
key areas over the next few days. 

Friends, I hope you will feel very welcome here at Holyrood.   

Our summer recess has provided us with the opportunity to ensure the 
NCSL can effectively take over our own legislature for the duration of 
your conference.  Our Members and officials look forward to working 
with you. 

I hope you enjoy an interesting and productive symposium.  I am 
positive you will enjoy your time in our beautiful capital city.  This being 
Scotland, I can’t guarantee good weather, but I’m sure you will find 
plenty of scope to enjoy yourselves here in Edinburgh. 
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And if you don’t get the time to sample all that Scotland has to offer 
during your stay – a very big ask – then you will just have to come back 
and see us again!   

There’s a lot coming up: Glasgow will host the Commonwealth Games 
next summer, that will be quickly followed by the Ryder Cup at 
Gleneagles next September; and there will be a whole host of events 
centred around the year of Homecoming Scotland, where we will be 
encouraging the many millions of people around the world with Scots 
ancestry and connections; or even those who simply have an affinity for 
Scotland, to come home and enjoy being a part of everything that is 
going on. 

So you are all very welcome and I hope to get a chance to chat with 
many of you during the course of the conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


