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Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Scotland Branch 

Commonwealth Day 2012 – Presiding Officer Remarks 

 

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  My name is Tricia Marwick, as Presiding 
Officer, I am delighted to welcome you to the Scottish Parliament and to our 2012 
Commonwealth Day reception. 

Can I offer particular welcomes to some special guests this evening; His Excellency 
the High Commissioner of Nigeria, Members of the Consular Corps, Colin McIntyre 
of the Mull Historical Society, who will be performing for us later on. And, of course, 
the special envoy to our Scotland branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association, Annie Lennox OBE. 

Before I continue, can I thank all of my colleagues who participated in the Members’ 
Debate that took place just a little earlier this evening.  And indeed all of our guests 
who observed those proceedings from the chamber galleries. 

This year’s Commonwealth Day is themed around ‘connecting cultures’.  Which is 
precisely what the Commonwealth has been doing for a hundred years.  The 
Commonwealth is a unique organisation whose membership covers 6 of the world’s 
7 continents.  

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association itself offers a valuable forum for its 
175 branches which represent some 17 thousand Parliamentarians. The Scottish 
Parliament is an enthusiastic participant in the CPA with the access it gives us to the 
wide breadth of knowledge and experience from across the Commonwealth. 

Our work with the CPA takes place on a number of levels.  We are always delighted 
to receive visiting parliamentarians and diplomats representing Commonwealth 
countries, such as the High Commissioners who are with us tonight. 

The CPA has also provided our Members with opportunities to visit and learn from 
other legislatures, and with the chance to attend CPA conferences and seminars.   

A recent example is that of David Stewart MSP, in his capacity as Convener of the 
Public Petitions Committee.  David recently presented on our innovative and 
successful public petitions system to an international audience in Gauteng province 
in South Africa.   

And Sarah Boyack MSP has, only today, been setting out the Scottish Parliament’s 
experience on climate change issues at a UN Development Programme conference 
in Bangladesh.  

Elsewhere, our Parliament has of course been working for a number of years to 
provide the National Assembly of Malawi with support in terms of technical 
assistance and capacity building. 

A good deal of progress was made during our last parliamentary session, which our 
special envoy will be able to bear witness to shortly, following her own visit to the 
Malawian Parliament last year. 

And I am delighted that we are able to put a human face to that engagement this 
evening, through the presence of 2 members of staff – Velia and Harvey - from the 
National Assembly of Malawi who are currently on a study visit to Holyrood. 
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Later this year, Holyrood will play host to 2 major events.  First up in June, the CPA 
Scotland branch will host the annual regional conference for the CPA’s British Irish 
Mediterranean Region.  Sixty delegates representing all 13 BIMR regions, plus 
observers from a number of other countries across the world as well. 

The theme of ‘Connecting Cultures’ will also lie at the heart of our 2nd major event in 
August.   

Beginning the day after the closing ceremony of this summer’s London Olympic 
Games, the Scottish Parliament will play host to the ‘Edinburgh International Culture 
Summit’ – bringing together Culture Ministers from many of the countries 
represented at the games.  Sitting alongside the Edinburgh International Festival, 
other partners include the Scottish and UK Governments and the British Council. 

The summit will be a great opportunity for Scotland to be at the centre of a 
fascinating discussion on how we can use the medium of culture to develop 
understanding and closer ties between cultures and nations. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I know you are all waiting patiently and eagerly to hear from 
Annie Lennox.   

Following Annie’s presentation and after she has taken questions from the audience, 
I am delighted to say that we will have some further entertainment in the form of the 
extremely talented Colin McIntyre, a.k.a. the Mull Historical Society.   

We’ll also hear a little later on from a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Scotland branch of the CPA.  I hope you have an interesting and enjoyable evening.  
Thank you. 

 

 


