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Your Majesty, I am delighted to welcome you and the Duke of Edinburgh to the Scottish 
Parliament today, as you join us to officially open our fourth session of Parliament.  

 

Your Majesty, you return today to a chamber that is very familiar to you. You first joined 
us here in 2004 for the opening of this magnificent building, and you returned in 2007 to 
mark the opening of our third session. More recently, you joined us just two years ago, 
when we marked the Parliament’s 10th anniversary. Your continued support of the 
Scottish Parliament and its Members is greatly appreciated, and this chamber is a place 
in which you will be always assured of a very warm welcome.  

 

In each of our sessions to date, the voters of Scotland have presented this Parliament 
with fresh challenges. In this session, we have another first: the first single party 
majority Government. It will put our procedures to the test, but I know that, as before, 
this Parliament will rise to that challenge. Our track record is one of evolution and 
innovation, and I assure you, Your Majesty, that as Presiding Officer I will do all that I 
can to ensure that this Parliament lives up to the aspirations and expectations of the 
people of Scotland.  

 

No Member of the Scottish Parliament should be under any illusion that the next five 
years will be easy or straightforward. The people of Scotland are experiencing a time 
when their incomes and lifestyles have felt the full effects of the difficult economic period 
through which we have all been living, and during the times ahead people will quite 
rightly look to this Parliament for leadership. 

 

In this session, Members will be asked to make some difficult decisions, but the words 
of our previous and now sadly departed Scots makar, Edwin Morgan, should provide us 
with some guidance. When this building opened for business in 2004, he reminded us of 
the hopes and aspirations of the Scottish people for their Parliament and he warned us: 

 

“A nest of fearties is what they do not want. 

A symposium of procrastinators is what they do not want. 

A phalanx of forelock-tuggers is what they do not want. 

And perhaps above all the droopy mantra of ‘it wizny me’ is what they do not want.” 

 

They were strong words, but they are as relevant today as when they were penned.  



The Scottish Parliament, now 12 years old, is an institution of growing maturity. Our 
greatest challenge over this extended five-year session is to continue to drive this 
Parliament forward. We have to challenge ourselves as elected members to be 
ambitious, to be bold and to demonstrate the spirit of innovation for which Scots are 
renowned, and which will allow us to achieve more with fewer resources, just as 
households, businesses and families across Scotland are doing. 

 

We have the knowledge and we have the experience, and now we have an opportunity 
to reflect as a mature Parliament on how we can find new ways of working in this 
chamber, in our committees and in all of our other activities—doing more with less but 
still upholding our prime responsibilities as a Parliament to legislate, to scrutinise and 
hold to account the Government of the day, and to represent the will of the people. 

 

Your Majesty, when you joined us in 2004 to mark the opening of this unique building, 
you said that we must ensure that Holyrood came to be seen as a landmark of 21st 
century democracy. Like my predecessors, I will champion democracy in this fourth 
session of Parliament to ensure that our Parliament is open in all that it does, 
represents the voices of our citizens, and is responsive and mature in its consideration 
of the issues that face us as a country. I am but one of 129 MSPs—the onus is on each 
and every one of us to make sure that this Parliament works to meet the aspirations of 
the people of Scotland. We have five years to make it happen, and we owe it to the 
people of our great nation to do so.  

 

Your Majesty, it is a great privilege to invite you to address the Scottish Parliament. 


