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They say that every journey starts with a single step, or, in the case of a tapestry, it 
starts with a first stitch, which I had the honour of completing.  Then over a thousand 
stitchers produced a glorious work of art, stretching for 143 metres. After they 
completed their work I made the final stitch, the result of all this work is now in our 
main hall.   

But this is a journey that did not start with a single step or even a single stitch.  It 
started with a vision and the determination of one man, Alexander McCall Smith. He 
saw the Prestonpans Tapestry and decided we need a tapestry that tells Scotland’s 
story.   

And what a team he selected to help him.   

Andrew Crummy, who was the inspiration behind the artwork in the panels. 

Alistair Moffat for his knowledge of Scottish history, who was responsible for 
choosing the key moments in Scottish history to make up the panels.   

And Dorie Wilkie, who organised and supported a thousand stitchers and turned it 
into one of the largest community projects Scotland has ever known. 

Together, they have given us the most wonderful work of art, but more than that, 
they have given us back our history. 

The story of Scotland is 420 million years old and all of it is depicted in just 160 
panels.  The significant moments in our history is captured in our tapestry. 

Scotland’s story has always been viewed through the prism of the great and the 
good, the Kings and the Queens, and the famous battles. The working people and 
women have always been airbrushed out of that history, their history, and Scotland’s 
story. 

But this tapestry, this magnificent story, puts back the women, the miners, the 
weavers, the crofters and the fisher folk. They now take their rightful place in Scottish 
history, along with the battle and the Royalty, what a magnificent achievement. 

When Alexander, Alistair and Andrew came to see me to tell me about their project, I 
was inspired and excited, and to my utter amazement, I was emotional.   

I couldn’t quite work out why this tapestry has such an emotional effect on me.  But I 
have been thinking about it since I saw it in its entirety this morning. 

As some of you know, I come from a mining background, with my grandfather and 
father both miners. For the first time, people from a working background, like me, 
feel part of Scotland’s history and it has taken this tapestry to do it, and tell our story 
too. 

 


