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Communities Conference: “Understanding and Influencing Your Parliament” – 

The Presiding Officer’s Opening Remarks – Saturday 27 October 2012 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  As Presiding Officer, I am delighted to 

welcome you to the Scottish Parliament for the 2012 Communities Conference. 

Can I begin by thanking you for joining us here today.  Delegates have travelled from 

all over Scotland and I appreciate the efforts that many of you have gone to to make 

it here for this event. 

This conference aims to help you get involved with the work of your Scottish 

Parliament. 

The Scottish Parliament strives to be open and accessible to all of the people of 

Scotland.  These are the very principles on which it was founded, in 1999. 

To meet those aspirations, there are a range of ways through which people can 

engage with MSPs.  Some of these are formal: for example, giving evidence to 

Committees, attending Cross Party Groups, observing business in this Chamber 

from the galleries. 

There are also many, less formal ways to get involved.   

Constituents can contact their MSPs by traditional means: letter, telephone, in-

person by attending surgeries; or by utilising more modern social media: many 

members have a presence on Facebook and Twitter, and this is an area of 

interaction which is growing in importance all of the time. 

The workshops that you will attend today have been designed to unravel the 

mysteries of all of our engagement processes.   

In inviting you along to this conference, we have specifically targeted organisations 

that may not have had much, if any, experience of working with the Parliament.   

Moving beyond ‘the usual suspects’, if you like, our aim today is to inspire a wider 

range of people and groups to get involved with the work of this Parliament and its 

Members. 
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Today’s Communities Conference is also timely for another reason.  I know from 

some of the groundwork carried out by our Outreach Team that there is a great deal 

of interest in the Scottish Government’s proposed Local Empowerment and Renewal 

Bill. 

Parliament debated this very subject earlier in the year.  In follow up to that, the 

Local Government and Regeneration Committee are planning some pre-legislative 

scrutiny work in the New Year, before the Bill is introduced.   

This is a glowing example of how people and communities can shape the legislation 

of this Parliament.   

The Committee very much hopes to hear from as wide a range of voices as possible 

on this subject.  To that end, members of the Clerking Team for the Local 

Government and Regeneration Committee are in attendance today; and I am sure 

they will make themselves known to you in the course of the event.   

Ladies and gentlemen: it really is a genuine pleasure to have you here today.  I hope 

you have an invigorating and enjoyable experience; and above all, I hope to see or 

hear of you all working with your Parliament and your Parliamentarians in the future. 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

 

 

  


