
Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen.  As Presiding Officer, it is my pleasure to 

welcome you to the Debating Chamber of the Scottish Parliament for the 7th 

Business in the Parliament Conference.   

To those of you who joined me for dinner yesterday evening – welcome back; I hope 

you enjoyed your evening and it’s good to see you all managed to make it in this 

morning. 

And to those of you who were unable to be with us last night, a very warm welcome 

to your Scottish Parliament. 

Business in the Parliament is an annual conference which aims to connect 

Scotland’s business community with Parliamentarians and Ministers.   

It offers a unique opportunity for businesses from across the country to take part in 

debate and discussion with politicians and policy makers on a range of issues of 

importance to the Scottish economy. 

My ambition is for a Parliament that is responsive to developments and keeps pace 

with the issues of the day in terms of the topicality and relevance of its deliberations. 

A particular objective is to try and make it easier for key stakeholders – such as 

many of you that are here today – to engage with the work of the Parliament.  

The Business in the Parliament Conference this year is themed on ‘The Importance 

of Entrepreneurship and Internationalisation to Promote Economic Growth’.   

Today’s plenary and breakout sessions will look at innovation and risk-taking; and 

the role of entrepreneurs in growing the Scottish economy. 



Scotland has a world-renowned tradition of innovators, creators, inventors and 

thinkers.   

From James Watts’ steam-powered engine to Adam Smith’s ‘Wealth of Nations’, my 

personal hero Mary Fairfax Somerville – the first person to be called a Scientist (as 

opposed to a man of science) - to our growing international reputation for excellence 

in the field of life sciences. 

Scotland also has a great tradition of entrepreneurship.   

Great innovators like my fellow Fifer, Andrew Carnegie, who left Dunfermline as a 

boy and amassed his fortune through steel in the US.   

And Thomas Blake Glover – the ‘Scottish Samurai’ – founder of Japan’s great 

Mitsubishi company.   

Today, Scotland still has her entrepreneurs, her innovators, people with the 

confidence to strive beyond boundaries and with the aspiration to achieve great 

things.  We will hear from some of those of those people today. 

We will also examine the concept of Internationalism.  It is the role of Parliament and 

Government to ‘bang the drum’ for Scotland over-seas, to reach new client bases 

and attract business and investment. 

As Presiding Officer, I meet regularly with visiting Parliamentarians and 

Ambassadors from around the world.  There is a common theme to a lot of these 

meetings, namely the desire to do business with Scotland and a respect for the 

people and traditions of Scotland.   



Whilst there is a clear role for both Parliament and Government to lay the 

foundations that create opportunities for businesses, there is also an onus on 

individual businesses and companies to take the brave decision to expand their 

operations beyond our borders.   

I hope that you will leave the Parliament today with the confidence and ideas to do 

just that. 

This conference is very much a joint initiative of the Scottish Parliament and Scottish 

Government.   

I am grateful to the Members and the staff of the Economy, Energy and Tourism 

Committee and our own Events Team for their hard work in bringing this event back 

to the Chamber once again.   

And I would also like to thank the Ministers and their Officials in the Scottish 

Government for their contribution to this event.   

There are five Ministers and a Committee Convener taking part in today’s event – in 

addition to the First Minister.  I’d urge you to grasp the opportunity that this 

conference presents to engage with these hugely important issues and to ‘bend a 

few lugs’ in the process.   

I wish you all a stimulating, productive and enjoyable day in your Scottish 

Parliament.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

  


