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Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen.  My name is Tricia Marwick.  As Presiding 

Officer of the Scottish Parliament and President of the Scotland Branch of the 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, it is my very great pleasure to welcome 

you to the Scottish Parliament and to the 42nd conference of the British Islands and 

Mediterranean Region of the CPA. 

The last time this conference was held in Scotland, this Parliament building was still 

under construction.  I am delighted therefore that I have this opportunity to welcome 

you to our wonderful home here at Holyrood this morning. 

Over the next few days you will have the chance to experience some of the best of 

Scotland.   

Here in Edinburgh, you find yourselves surrounded by history and culture in our 

capital city that has UNESCO World Heritage status.   

And, on Wednesday, you will visit Glasgow, our largest city and a vibrant venue for 

the 2014 Commonwealth Games.   

Whilst there is more to Scotland than just its cities, and as an MSP who represents 

Fife over the bridges, I do hope that you enjoy just a small taste of what our fantastic 

country has to offer.  I also hope it leaves you with a taste for returning back again. 

We are here to discuss the complex subject of how we can make our Parliaments 

and Assemblies relevant in what is a rapidly changing and turbulent economic and 

political environment. 
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In comparison to some of the wonderful institutions from around the BIMR region of 

the Commonwealth represented here today, the Scottish Parliament is relatively 

young.   

When it was re-established 13 years ago, the Scottish Parliament was founded on 

the principle that it would be open and accessible to all of the people of Scotland. 

We have worked hard to meet those aspirations, but as the conference theme 

makes clear, as Parliaments and Assemblies we face a constant challenge to keep 

up with changing technologies and developments in economics and politics; and the 

Scottish Parliament is no exception to that rule.   

We are now in our fourth parliamentary session and, as Presiding Officer, I have 

been working closely with my colleagues across the Parliament to undertake a wide-

ranging review of the Parliament’s procedures.   

Our key aim in all of this is to develop the Parliament as an institution.   

My ambition is for a Parliament that is responsive to developments and keeps pace 

with the issues of the day in terms of topicality and relevance in its deliberations. 

In the context of this institution’s reform process and the often similar challenges and 

issues faced by Parliamentarians around the world, this conference aims to draw on 

our shared experiences.  Particularly to see if it is possible to identify a common 

approach to maximising the relevance of our work in this increasingly-globalised 

world. 

The Scottish Parliament has always striven to develop links with our colleagues 

around the world.   
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The CPA has been a particularly useful forum through which we have been able to 

grow those links, and our membership of the CPA has proven extremely beneficial in 

terms of the evolution and development of our processes. 

Today, through hosting conferences such as this, the Scottish Parliament is 

providing a platform for international debate.   

This conference, and participation in the CPA more generally, offers us all a chance 

to share knowledge and experience of dealing with some of the big issues and 

common concerns that are facing legislatures across the world. 

I am delighted to welcome to this Chamber, Parliamentarians from Alderney, Cyprus, 

the Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Guernsey, the Isle of Man, Jersey, Malta, Northern 

Ireland, St Helena, the United Kingdom Parliament and the National Assembly of 

Wales.   

I am equally delighted to welcome the impressive range of speakers from the 

spheres of international diplomacy, academia and the media, all of whom will help to 

ensure that this conference is an open conversation between Parliamentarians and 

wider society. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we meet in interesting and challenging times.  This 

conference promises fascinating and stimulating debate.  I invite you to participate in 

these discussions and I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the 

course of the next few days. 

It is my great pleasure to formally open the 42nd British Isles and Mediterranean 

Regional Conference.  Thank you very much. 


