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Meeting note: 

Welcome for the Convener and approval of the minutes from the May 2019 meeting, followed by 

introduction to the topic of short term lets. 

The Scottish Government’s approach to short term lets was set out by Gery McLaughlin and David 

Reekie. 

Main points: 

• Introduce licencing for short-term lets, under the Civil Government (Scotland) Act 1982, 

with a mandatory safety component which will apply to all short-term lets across 

Scotland. Local authorities will also be given the discretion to put in place further 

conditions; to help tackle littering or overcrowding of properties, for example. 

• Prioritise work to give local authorities the power to introduce short-term let control 

areas under powers in the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019. 

• Undertake a review of the tax treatment of short-term lets, to ensure they make an 

appropriate contribution to the communities they operate in. 

There followed a presentation by Marie Lorimer on Airbnb setting out the tourism offer and how the 

business works. 



Fiona Campbell, Chief Executive of the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers delivered a 

presentation covering the ASCC’s position and highlighted data around the short-term let sector.  

Main points: 

• Short-term letting has had a positive impact for locals and visitors alike, but it is 

considered to require regulation and a collaborative approach between providers, 

government and affected stakeholders to mitigate any issues.  

• Following the recent consultation on establishing a regulatory framework for short-term 

lets, the Scottish Government have set out their preferred means to regulate: the 

introduction of a licensing system.  

• Building on previous policy recommendations and engagement with the Scottish 

Government, the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers has set out a series of solutions 

to the main issues identified in the consultation process and which can assist the 

Scottish Government as they take forward the details of the scheme and help inform the 

regulations.  

• If adopted, it would address several of the concerns that have been raised about short-

term lets by balancing the rights and interest of local communities with those of the 

short-term letting industry. 

There followed a short discussion before the meeting concluded. 

Next CPG meeting date 
 
5 May 2020 at 6pm in the James Clerk Maxwell Room (CR4). This meeting will include the AGM. 
 
VisitScotland 
28 February 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


